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PREFACE. 



THE diftinguiihcd part, which Belfaft has al- 
ways taken in Irifh Politics, efpecially 
fince the beginning of seventeen hundred 
AND NINETY TWO, witli the applaufe and con- 
demnation which it has drawn from different 
parties, fuggefted the idea of the following col- 
le£^ion. 

It occurred to the compiler that a faithful- 
report of the proceedings of that town, and the 
fentiments of thofe who took a lead in the con- 
troverfies by which it was agitated, might prove 
a valuable record. He conceived, that an im- 
partial colledlion of this kind muft be accept- 
able to all parties ; and even indulged the hope 
that fuch a review would tend to heal, rather 
than irritate the wounds, wich public inter- 
courfe or private friend (hip might have received 
during the conteft : At ail events, he thought 
it (Ixould induce 'the inhabitants of a town, long 
conlpicuous for harmony, to make a liberal al- 
lowance for diverfitv of fentiment in future, and 
to hold the right or private judgment as facred 
in others as in themlelves. To them, it muft 
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afford fenfible pleafure, and ufcful entertain- 
iTient, to contemplate the progrefs of meafures 
in which they were, individually and colledtively, 
fo deeply engaged. Strangers, who concurred 
with either of the partiw in this controverfy, 
will be' gratified by a dettiil of tranfadlioris, de- 
bates, and difquifitions, which may have efcap- 
ed their notice, or eluded their fearch ; as well 
as of feme papers, that are now, for the firft 
time, prefented to the eye of the public. 
Thofe who condeiT^ned them all, may learn to 
think more favourably of their intentions and 
exertions. rThe advocates for the major it v, 
will triumph in the immediate fuccefs of its ope- 
rations. The partifans of the minority, will 
lament by anticipation the eventual confequen- 
ces of premature and precipitate meafures ; and 
find confolation in applauding the fagacity, 
with which they fprelaw the degradation of tlie 
town, and the delufion of the kingdom : while 
the difpallionate philofopher and practical poli- 
tician may trace the progrefs of popular ardour, 
and the operation of thofe minute fprings which 
often picduce the moft important movements, in 
the political machine. 

With thefe views was the compilation ua- 
dertaken. Of tlie execution, it is hoped, no 
party or individual will have reafon to com- 
plain ; for no authentic fource of information 
has been intentionally negleded. 

The debates and proceedings of town 

MF.ETINGS, resolutions OF NUMEROUS SO- 
CIETIES, AND SOME OTHER PAPERS, arranged 
nearly according to their dates, occupy the firft 
divifion of the publication. 
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The fecond confifts of political essays, 
controverfial and didadic ; of thefe, the argu- 
ments relative to the test taken by fome of the 
UNITED IRISHMEN, are firft in order of time. 
They are inferted on account of the extraordinary 
cfFed, which that engagement was fuppofed ta 
have produced cin the deliberations of the fa- 
cieties, and^iltimately of the town. 

These are followed by a feries of papers, 
entitled, thoughts on the British consti- 
tution. This publicatioa vyas occafioned by 
an apprehenfion, that fome fanciful and danger- 
ous opinions were gaining ground among the 
multitude. The fpiendid fuccefs of the French 
K evolution, the popular nature of its principles, 
and the imperfecft (late of our reprefentation, had 
excited ferious appreheuiions that the afFecSions 
of the people would be alienated from the form 
of the government under which we live. Struck 
with this, apprehenfion, the writer of the firft 
Number fubmirted it to the infpedion of a 
Friend, who propofed, that it (hould be made 
the introductory paper of a feries, and recom- 
mended Thoughts on the Briti/h Conjiitution^ as a 
title that, implied neither fyrtematical compofi^ 
tion nor methodical arrangement. The papers 
were accordingly compofed and publilhed, in 
fuch order as the changes of the public mind or 
the occ'irrenccs of the day required, and with 
fuch hafte as the occupations of the Vvhters ren* 
dered indifpenfable. The order has lince been ^ 
changed and fome conCdcrable additions made, 
particularly inNumbens VIL XIII. XiV. XVI. 
and XX. The fuccindl view exhibited m the 
ninthj tenth, and eleventh Numbers, of the 
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fcveral plans which, at different periods, have 
been propofed for a reform in the reprefentation 
of the people in parliament, will be prized as 
the firft and only colleflion of the kind, by ail 
fincere friends of the meafure. It was intended 
to fubjoin the letters between portxa and mr» 
JONES, as calculated to throw light on a curious 
circumdance in hiftory ; but from the prefeot 
iize of the volume, they are neceflarily omitted. 

Notwithstanding the number of thefe 
iheets, it is to be apprehended that no party 
has been convinced i and that any apparent 
change in the temper of the tawn has been oc»- 
calioned by circumftances very different from 
difpaffionate reiiedtion, or conclufive argument. 

The few who uniformly incline to the court, 
were for a confiderable time compelled to give 
way to the popular torrent. They either mainr 
tained a prudent filence, or concurred with that 
party whofe views appeared to be moft moderate. 
Of laie they have been more at liberty to avow 
their former opinions, being fupported by the 
prefence of a military force, and encouraged by 
the vijGble promptitude of the army. 

The party who were lately predominant, and 
exerted their influence with that degiee of mo- 
deration and decorum, which is to be expeded 
from a tiiumphant faftion, plume themfelves 
on having been materially inftru mental in ef- 
fe6ling a change of popular opinions and politi- 
cal meafures, in behalf of the Roman Catho- 
lics. They are perfuaded, that this was occa- 
fioned by the Societies of united Iri(h-men in 
Belfail and Dublin^ without whofe alliance t)ie 
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Kbtnan Catholics would have been treated in 
the manner recommended by the corporation of 
the metropolis, and the Grand Juries of the 
Kingdom. 

In anfwer to the ol^eftions whieh have been 
made to the nature and proceedings of thefe 
dflbciations, they maintain, that in a country 
where the voice of the people is often difrcr 
garded, public opinion feldom confulted, and 
every thing carried either by the ftroag hand of 
power, or by the filent influence of the court, no 
fignal advantage can poilibly be obtained by or- 
dinary means :— That this circumftance war-, 
ranted, the extraordinary meafure of eftablifhing 
CLUBS, which formed a chain of correfpondence, 
concentrated the popular ftrength, and demon- 
ftrated the poffibility of bringing it into adion : 
— That the violence of the means, was vindica- 
ted by the importance of the end ; and the 
wifdom of the plan, evinced by its fuccefs^ 
What has been accomplished they look upon as 
a confiderable ftep, not only to the entire eman- 
cipation of the Roman Catholics from every 
remaining reftriftion, but to a radical reform 
in parliament ; for fuch, fay they, mull be the 
confequence of that permanent cordiality, which 
they exped will fubfift between the allied pow- 
ers, and that fpirit of Jiberty which they confi- 
dently look ibr among the great body of their 
new friends. The Catholics will labour incef* 
fantly to efFefl a further renovation of the con- 
ftitutiori ; as all they have attained can be of 
little avail, while the boroughs which return two 
thirds of the commons, aretheexclufive mono- 
poly of the ariftocracy in both houfes. Their 
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own intereft therefore will fecure their co-ope- 
ration, and fuccefs will be certain. Ti>ey al* 
lege that the ahnoft inftantaneous chsfnge that 
took place in the minds of proteftants, from 
intolerance to amity, proved the wifdom of the 
meafures purfued, and the folly of that (halJow 
fyftem of enfranchifemcntj from time to time^ 
which the oppofingparty fo zealoufly contended 
for.— Afting on the iftoft enlarged principle, 
and dire6^ed by the eternal rule of right, they 
would have blufhedto demand liberty for them- 
felves, while they denied it to others. Had 
they condefcended to the weaknefs and fears of 
fome of their townfraen, or foHowed the advice 
of timid friends, emancipation would never 
-have come round ; and the true advocates of 
the meafure had no alternative, but to carry it 
by a fort of Coup de Alainy as they did, op to lofe 
both it and reform, for ever. The fuccefs of 
the violent meafures late.ly adopted by govern- 
ment, they afcribe to the fupinenefs of the na- 
tion the timidity of fome, the bigotry of 
others, and the \)revalence of ariftocrc-tic ideas 
in the higher orders of fociety. For their part, 
let the confequence be what it will, tirey fcorn 
^o make any compromtfe with bigotry and injuf- 
tice ; or to fabje<a the Rights of Man to any 
temporizing modification. 

TfeosE, who attempted in vain during the pc- 
■riod treated of in this volume, to ftem the tide 
of popular precipitation, are equally tenacious 
•of their ancient notions ; and as little difpofed 
as formerly, to approve of the proceedings which 
they oppofed. They draw a gloomy pid^ure of 
the ftate of .public affairs, and particularly of 
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the condition of this town. They rcprefent 
the country as having been reduced to fervitude.' 
They dcfcribe the place of their nativity as hav- 
ing been fubjefted to martial law j the empori- 
um of commerce, become a military ftation \ 
the inhabitants infulted and put to the fword in 
the ftreets, and the whole kingdom looking on 
with acquiefcence : and then they exclaim — Do 
our demagogues ever afk themfelves how it came 
to pafs that they were fo deferted by their coun- 
trymen ? that a land which for ten years paft 
has been unanimoutly anxious for liberty, and} 
particularly for a parliamentary reform, (houldi 
mufter but five counties at Dungannon, and 
that thefe counties (hauld be viewed with fufpi- 
cion by the reft of the kingdom ; that parlia- 
ment (hould be unanimous, or nearly fo, in 
paffing the gunpowder and delegation afts, ii> 
iuppreffing the volunteers, in approving of the 
proceedings of the Lord's committees, fuch as 
private interrogatories, difcretionary imprifon-* 
ment, and unfimitcd fines irapofed by an extra- 
judicial fentence? Do they ever enquire how 
government could venture upon fuch meafures 
at the eve of a war, and continue them after it? 
commencement ? 

They infift that this cannot be owing folely 
to a daring or arbitrary fpirit in government, tq 
venality in parliament, nor yet to an artful 
management of popular prejudice ; because 
government is the fame, parliament the fame, 
and the people the fame. Nay, it is our boaft 
that our people are better, more enlightened, 
more united, and more liberal. How then, they 
fay, does all this happen ? 
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They themfelves, charge it upon three prin- 
ciples. 

The first is an affeflation of fecrecy and 
myftery, with a defign of producing alarm ; 
"which, pervaded the meafures of the United 
Irifhtnen, and afterwards infeded the whole 
party. They contend that fecret cabaJs are un- 
conmtutionaJ and unmanly, unfit for a free 
country or for free men j that no wife and good 
citizen will countenance focieties whofe mem- 
bers are unknown, whofe proceedings are fecret, 
or whofe defigns and principles are concealed ; 
that bad citizens will always endeavour to ren-f 
der them objeSs of jealoufy ; and that from 
this jealoufy government will gain invincible 
ftrength. Tho' in fome fubjeds obfcurity may 
be a fourcc of the fublime, in politics it is only a 
fource of jealoufy and diftruft. 

The second is an imitation ot republican 
principles and language, accompanied with ex- 
travagant demands and menaces, publifhed with 
a view to intimidation. This conduvS alarmed 
all men of title, rank, and hereditary fortune, 
diffolved the oppofition in parliament, prompted 
timid men to cling about the caftle, or wilh for 
an union with Britain j and inclined even fome 
refolute and determined patriots to poftpone a 
retorm to calmer tiines. An attempt to intimi- 
date, when not founded on power, they affert 
is equally mean and ineffedtual. It is diftionor- 
able in a gentleman to bluiier when he can do 
nothing, to fay more than he means, and to ufc 
threats which he is neither able nor willing to 
execute -, and it is ineffectual in a multitude to 
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endeavour to outwit their govemnors. They 
(hould employ nothing but plain and public de- 
clarations, or aftive force. If the people be 
unanimous, this will fucceed ; if not, it is vain 
for clubs and juntos to think of infpiring go- 
vernment with any permanent alarm. They 
may occafion a temporally difmay, till their 
weaknefs is difcovered ; but the artifice will foon 
be detedled. Government have a multitude of 
agents, both voluntary and merceniaiy, in every 
diftrift, who can foon afcertain the ftrength of 
a party ; but the inhabitants of a country, feat- 
tered as they are over the whole face of it^ have . 
no fiich means of infcM"mation. Government 
therefore will foon recover from their furprife, 
and induftrioufly avail themfelves of the occa- 
fion, by diffufing a fpirit of diftnift and difunion 
among the people, that one of the parties may 
join their ftandard. They will promote diflen- 
tion among the fubjeds, to encreafe the influ- 
ence of the crown. Thus on the prefent occa- 
fion, the wily miniftcr of our filler country en- 
couraged the Catholics when they were weak— ^ 
then doubted of his ability to perform what he 
had given them reafon to expect— advifed them 
to apply to tlieir own parliament— refifted their 
pretenficjns tjiere-— and at length brought ail 
parties to depend upon Royal favour, as th;; 
only fource of relief from dv)meftic opprclTion. 
In this manner he carried off the glory oi the 
meafure, and infidioufly endeavoured to attach 
the Catholics to the throne ; dictated to parlia- 
ment, and rendered the Cabinet of Saint 
James's a Court of appeal paramount to the 
legiflatureof Ireland.— -This, ffiy they), is the 
prefent fituation of affairs. Two knots of men 
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in Dublin and Belfaft, have difgufted and frigh- 
tetied the only perfons who could in any cafe 
obtain a reform in the ways of peace. They 
threw down the gauntlet. Government took it 
up. By their threatening language and warlike 
preparations, they feemed to fay that they 
were abfe to obtain their demands by force. 
Adminiftration knowing their imbecility, and 
feeling the additional ftrength it had acquired 
from fuch premature proceedings, faid '* Let 
*' us try.-'-There is a proclamation for you ; 
'* infulting, and you will fay, unconftitutional. 
•' Is that enough ?" All is quiet, — ** Here 
•* is a gunpowder bill. Won't that provoke 
"you?" "No." " We'll take your artillery. 
*' You (ha'n't aflemble in arms : and the peo- 
*' pie who (hall difperfe your darling volunteers 
*' are the police, the odious police. Will no- 
" thing rcufe yow to put forth your boafted 
*' ftrength ?" Even dragooning and military 
riots, in onepartof this kingdom, were fucceeded 
only by filent ftupor and inadion. 

The third error, was feparating Catholic 
emancipation from general reform. Under this 
head, they loudly declare, that they were as hear- 
ty in the caufe of liberality as their opponents. 
They were as well difpofed to unite Iriftimen ; 
but they knew that Proteftant prejudices muft be 
conciliated, as well as Catholic. They wifhed 
for Catholic emancipation, but would have 
linked it with ^ fyftem of general liberty. They 
wiflied to lead the people, in one phalanx, to 
demand a reform; and think that their force 
would then have been irrefiftible. As far as the 
feelings of Catholics are concerned^ they re- 
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joice in the extenfion of franchife ; hut as a nati« 
onal meafure, their enfranchifement without ai 
reform will be a calamity- — It will drown the 
few good voters we can boaA of, in a deluge of 
the meaneft clSfs of Catholic eledors. With 
A REFORM, this extenfion of franchife would 
have benefited all parties. They fhould 
therefore have gone hand in han^. Had this 
been the cafe, the Catholics would have remain^ 
ed with the people. They will now, it is appre- 
hended, Arengthen the hands of government, 
encreafe the expence and corruption of eleSions, 
and render many of the old patriots tenacious of 
the boroughs, as a bulwark of the Proteftant 
intereft. They infift that the Proteftant and 
Catholic (hould have been bound together by 
the tie. of a common intereft, a partnerftiip in 
cppreffion, and a joint hope of freedom, which 
neither could obtain without the other. This, 
they admit, would have required time; but 
that they do not think a material obje<5tion. 
Being apprehenfive of fudden (hocks in the poli- 
tical machine, they profefs themfelves friends 
to gradual and deliberate meafures. Incredu- 
lous with refpeft to fudden revolutions in popu- 
lar or religious prejudices, they fear that the 
progrefs of liberality, or decay of bigotry, is 
not by any means as great or general as is pre- 
tended J and that whatever views wife and en- 
lightened men may take of the fubjed, three 
millions of people will not be eafily exqited to 
an oppofition which fome may confider dan- 
gerous to themfelves, and others ungrateful to 
the court. A religious feft, whofe deareft pre- 
judices are in favor of Monarchy and Hierar- 
chy, will fcarcely prefer a combination either 
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'With aflbciations fufpefted of republicanifm, or 
with profefled prelbyterians, to an alliance with 
the State, and with the Church of Ireland, 
which they may confider as a kSt of popery ; 
fince it acknowledges a human head, and pi o- 
fefles to derive the efficacy of alt its orders and 
ordinances, by apoftolical fucccffion thro' the 
Church of Rome. 

These they aflert to have been their ideas ; 
but finding the union of the clubs and the popu- 
lace to be irrefiftible, and the advice or affiftance 
of age, experience, approved integrity, and ac- 
knowledged abilities, rejeded with difrefpetft, 
and being at the fame time unwilling to ob- 
ftni<2 fo liberal a defign, how much foever they 
deplored the mode of profecuting it,— tKey very 
early withdrew their oppofition; and thus pre- 
cluded the dominant party from faying, that 
their plans had been thwarted, or their projeds 
marred. 

The prefent paralytic . ftate of the nation, 
(they fay) 1s, by no means, the leaft pernicio'is 
eonfequence of thefe violent and premature ex- 
ertions : nor is it the le.ift extraordinary of thofe 
fymptoms, which indicate this malady, that 
two county elections in which Belfaft had al- 
ways acted an honourable parr, (liould pafs un- 
noticed : that with refpect to the County of 
Down in particular, a member (hould be re- 
turned wiihout a poll, while the inhabitants of 
Belfaft were firft certainly informed of the name 
of the candidate by his advertifement of thanks. 
The moderate party feem fatisfied to fubmit to 
any impofition^ rather than wifh a renewal of 
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old difputes, and giv^an opportunity to popular 
agitators to difleminate their principles. The 
more decided patriots not; only talk of eleftioni 
as matters of no importance in the prefent ftate 
of things, but even exprefs a wifli, that grievan- 
ces mayencreafe, that they may be thefooner and 
more efFe<ftuaily redrefled.-— Againft this fenti- 
meiit I moft earnefiJy proteft. It is the part of 
a good patriot, never to defpair of the country, 
but in every fituation to ac^ for the beft ; and he 
muft be a bad citizen or a fhallow obferver, \vho 
wifhes that ourpoliticaJ lethargy (hould encreafe 
with the hope of being roufed by a French re- 
form. Such a man admits no mediijm between 
flavery, and revolution j the lofs of liberty, and 
the fubvcrfion of all government. Amid ten 
thoufand chances of defpotifm and anarchy, 
there is fcarcely one of rational freedom ; and 
this after a feries of atrocious fadlions.— - 
While thefe parties argue thus, the partizans 
of the caftle manage eJed^ions, as well as all 
other public buiinefs, at difcretion. 

Such are the views taken by both par- 
ties. It has been thought beft to give them in 
the ftrongeft language ufed by the partizan on 
either fide, that the reader may perceive the 
force of their refpcftive arguments, and be able 
to form an impartial judgment. 

We cannot here forbear to remark, that the 
cenfure fo lavifhly heaped on the town which 
gave rife to this publication.— is indefenfible. 
Granting that a majority of thofe inhabitants 
who of late attended public meetings, were con- 
fidered by the government of the country as hav- 



PREFACE. 

f 

ing proceeded unwarrantable lengths — twenty 
thoufand people are not therefore to be indifcrimi- 
nately condemned. Of this we have lufHcient 
proof, in the proteft of two hundred and fifty 
five perfons. Among them were enrolled by 
far the greater number of thofe whofe patriotifm^ 
moderation, and decifion, had long given dig- 
nity andconfiftency to the proceedings of Belfaft. 
Under fuch circumfiances, what plea in wiidom 
could be found, for pouring in bodies of troops 
out of all proportion to the magnitude of the 
town, and confequently fo fcattered over it as^ 
to be beyond controul. What neceffity de- 
manded an union of the fundions of a General 
with thofe of the Civil Magiftrate j removing 
an ufeful barrier between the ardour natural to 
the (landing army, and the cool deliberation 
requifite in the execution of the law ? In vaiu 
ihall we fearch for an extenuation of the fcenes 
of lawlefs violence which have fo repeatedly oc- 
curred \ or an excufe for exhibiting to the world 
a pidlure of the majefty of the laws proftrated, 
—The laws, nothing (houM be fufFered 
to trample upon with impunity, becaufe their 
efficiency depends on public opinion; and the. 
popular idea of their being omnipotent, is ne*- 
ceffary to their fupport. 

The civil power that fhould be fuperior ori 
every occafion, feemed to fink under the exerti- 
on ; and our fl:reets difplayed the occafion^l 
anarchy of Paris in miniature. Common fenlc 
informs us, that troops to make a figure in the 
field abroad, mull practice fubordination at 
home-: and hiflory fays that the Pretoriat> band^ 
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of Rome, haftened the downfall of the Empire, 
and tyrannized over the very people that cm- 
ployed them. 

Belfast, by Jts confequence in the fcale of 
Commerce, Manufactures, and Revenue, con- 
tributes Eminently to the profperity of the king- 
dom. It has paid near the rate of one hundred 
and twenty thoufand a year in port duties alone, 
befides the incalculable (hare it otherwife takes 
in the general burthens of the ftate ; and it has 
been faid to have had a greater number of (hips 
employed in foreign trade than all the reft of 
Ireland befide. Manufactures experience in it 
the foftering hand of the moft affiduous culture. 
When credit was tottering to it^ bafe in almoft 
every corner of Europe, here it held its ground. 
Its merchants blended prudence with enterprize, 
and reaped the reward of unfullied integrity. 
In a6ls of munificence, in charitable inftituti- 
ons, and private donations, none will deny its 
merit. During the period of near a century 
and an half, from the ufurpation of Cromwell, 
it was fignalized as much for loyalty to its 
Prince and attachment to his government, as 
by zeal in the purfuit of civil liberty. When 
our governors within thefe fixteen years dreaded 
a French invafion, and the Lord Lieutenant's 
fecretary informed us, that government could 
only fpare to the rich northern coaft, the nomi- 
nal protection of " a troop or two of horfe, or 
*' part of a company of invalids^'* Belfaft prefled 
forward in defence of the country. It was 
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feen in arms, from the earlieft dawn of that 
aufpic'rous xra, which opened with the enlarge- 
ment of our trade, and clofed with an acknow- 
ledgment of our national independence. 

With what precious care fuch a charadler 
(hould be preferved, and what lenity and pro- 
tedion thofe who poifefs it have a right to ex- 
ped — need no illuftration. Perfecution in 
politics, as >^ell as religion, is abfurd. It rivets 
error, while it vainly attempts to check the 
progrefs of truth : But a mild adminiftration of 
government difarms the violent, and confirms 
the zeal and influence of its friends. When we 
imagine we are forging fetters for human 
thought, we open new regions to its flight, en- 
large the fphere of its adion, and excite energies 
that were latent before. 



We venture to pronounce, that valuable max- 
ims in politics are to be drawn from the whole 
of thefe proceedings. They Ihew that there is 
danger of promoting general difafFecftion to the 
form of our government, if thofe who adminii*- 
ter it praftife a fyftem of profligate expence, 
break thro' the beft mounds of the coriftitution, 
and oppofe every attempt at moderate reform. 
The alarm occafioned by the late exertions of a 
Angle town, and by the fpirit which was dif- 
fufing itfejf over a refpedable province, may fa- 
tisfy rulers that tranquility cannot be relied on, 
unlefs the will of the people be regarded, their 
complaints attended to, and their afTedtions pre- 
ferved. That the town, which led the van, ad- 
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vanced too far beyond the main body, isfuffici- 
ently obvious. To that circumftance perhaps it 
is owing, that it failed in effedinji; ftill more 
important changes in national meafures. But 
liere, Minifters had little reafon to boaft. The 
people have a fund of unredrefled grievances to 
refledl upon, and a (pirit of difcontent is con- 
fequently foftered in the mod temperate bofoms- 
This may not always confine itfexf to the Nor- 
thern Counties, but ultimately infect the thirty 
two. 

Administration may then, have a chance 
of maintaining its authority, by the infidious 
policy of dividing the popular force : but liow 
much more eafily and more honorably might 
the fame effeft be produced, by uniting it ? The 
vjorft governments fhould for their own fafcty 
redtify abufes that may in time undermine 
them, as a good one will encourage the natural 
tendencies of the conftitution to renovate itfeif. 
The errors of France, as a beacon, point out 
the danger of univerfal fuffrage ; but inftead of 
deterring government from a rational improve- 
ment in the reprefentative branch of our legifli- 
ture, they (hould ftimulate them to grant, and 
the fubjed^s to expeft it. Had the Minifters of 
France made their appeal to the people in an 
earlier ftage of the Monarchy, while the public 
mind was firmly attached, as ours is, to the 
Prince and to the form of his government, tem- 
perate meafures would probably have been the 
refult. That crifis was fuffered to efc ape, and 
the confequences are to be deplored by every 
friend of liberty and order, in their own coun- 
try and in the world. 
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On the whole, it were to be wifhed that from 
thefe petty broils, both government and its fub- 
jcds would learn to guard againft more lament- 
able convulfions, by attending to the following 
advice of Macchiavel. " Let adminiftration 
and the legiflature ftudy to render t hem felvcs 
fo much beloved and refpefted by the people, 
that no party (liall indulge a hope of difturb- 
ing them with fuccefs, or impunity : and 
let not a difcontented faction be too confident, 
that the multitude, however difaffeded, will 
fupport them in their enterprizes, or accom- 
pany them in their dangers." — '* Imparino 
pertanto i principi a vivere in maniera, e farfi 
in modo riverire e amare, che niuno fperi 
potere ammazzandoli falvarfi ; e gli altri co- 
nofchino quanto quel penfiero fia vano che ci 
faccia confidare troppo che una moltitudine, 
ancora che malcontenta ne' pericoli tuoi ti 
feguifti o ti accompagni." 
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Diclaration and Rt/olutiont of the Society of United 
Irijhmen of Dublin, adopted from thofi of Belfaft. 

IN the prefent great a?ra of reforro, when unjafl 
governments are falling in every quarter of £a-> 
rope ; when religious perfeciicion is Compelled to ab« 
jure her tyranny over confcience ; when the rights 
of men are afcertained in theory, and that theory 
fubftaotiated by praflice ; when antiquity can no 
longer defend abfurd and oppreffive forms againft the 
common fenfe and common intereds of mankind % 
when all government is acknowledged to originate 
from the people, and to be fo far only obligatory a« 
it prote£b their rights and promotes their welfare ; 
we think it oor duty, as Iriihmen, to come forward* 
and ftate what we feel to be our heavy grievance* 
and what we know to be its effedtoal remedy. 

We have no national govehnmsnt — — 
we are ruled by Engliflimen, and the fervancs of 
Englifhmen, whofe objed is the intereft of ano- 
ther country, whofe inHrument is corruption, and 
whofe ilrength is the weaknefs pf Ireland ; and thefe 
men have the whole of the power and patronage of 
the country as means to feduce and fubdue the 
honefty and the ibirit of her reprefentatiret in the 
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Icgiflature. — Such an extrinfic power, adding with 
uniform force in a dirediion too frequently oppolite to 
.the true line of our obvious interefts, can be refifted 
with effed folely by unanimity, decifion and fpirit 
in the people,~qualities which may be exerted mofk 
legally^ conilitucionally and efHcaciouily, by that 
great measure e/Tential to the profperity and freedom 
of Ireland — an equal representation of all 

THE PEOPLE IN PARLIAMENT. • 

We do not here mention as grievances, the re- 
jedion of a place-bill, — of a penfion-bill^— of a rc- 
fponfibility-bill, — the fale of peerages in one houfe, 
the corruption publicly avowed in the other, — nor 
the notorious infamy of borough traiHc between 
both ;— not that we are infenfible of their enormity, 
but that we consider them as but fymptoms of chat 
mortal difeafe which corrodes the vitals of our con- 
flitution, and leaves to the people, in their own 
government, but the ihado^^ of a name. 

Impressed with thefe fenliments, we have agreed 
to'form^an affociation, to be called Thje Society 
of United Irishmen : and we do pledge our« 
felves. to our country, and mutually to each other, 
thai we will ileadily fupport, and endeavour by all 
due- means to carry into effe^ the following refolu- 
tions : 

I. Resolved, That the weight of Englifh in- 
fluence in the government of this couatry is ib great, 
astarequirea cordial union ampng all the peo- 
ple OP Ireland^, to maintain that balance whidi 
is eflential to the prefervation of our liberties and 
the exteniion of our commerce. 

II. That the fble conftitutional mode by which 
this influence can be oppofed, is by a complete and 
j-adical' reform of the reprefentacion of the people 
in parliam^ii*.' ' 

.;*Iir. That nd'reform is pradicable, efficacious, 
^oV'lift;' ivhich Aalf^ot intludc Irrihmcn of every 
reiigious perftiafto«r^-3TT'. V' ^^ ' 
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Satisfied^ asweare^ that the inteiline divifions 
among Iriihmen have too often given encourage, 
xnent and impunity to profligate, audacious and 
corr-iiptadnr.iniftrations, in meafures which, but for 
thefe divifions, they durll not have attempted ; we 
fubmit our refolutions to the nation as the bails of 
our political faith. 

We have goi\e to what we conceive to be the root 
of the evil ; we have Hated what we conceive to be 
the remedy. With a parliament thus reformed, 
every thing is eafy ; without it, nothing can be done : 
And we do call on and mod earneitly exhort our 
countrymen in general to follow our example, and 
to form fimilar locieties in every quarter of the king- 
dom, for the promotion of coniHtutional knowledge, 
the abolition of bigotry in religion and policies, 
and the equal diltribution of the rights of man through 
all leds and denominations of Iriihmen. The people, 
when ihus collected, will feel their own weight, 
and fecure that power which theory has already ad- 
mitted as their portion, and to which, if they be not 
aroufed by their prefent provocations to vindicate it, 
they deferve to forfeit their pretenfions for ever I 



y# the principal inhabitants ef the ToiJon of Belfaft, 

gentlemen, 

AS Men, and as Irishmen, we have long la- 
mented the degrading Hate of flavery and oppreffion 
in which the great majority of our countrymen, the 
Roman Catholics, are held — nor have we la- 
mented it in iilence — we wifh to fee all diilindlions 
on account of religion abolilhed-^all narrow, par- 
tial maxims of policy done away. We anxiouily 
wiOi to fee the day when ^v^vf Irishman (hall be a 
citizen — when Catholics and Proteflants, equally 
interefted in their Country's welfare, pofleffing equal 
freedom and equal privileges, ihall be cordially 
UNITED, and (liall learn to look upon each other 
as brethren, the children of the fame God, the 
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natives of the fame land — and when the only flrife 
amongfl them (hali be— who ihall ferve their coun- 
try beih Thefe, gentlemen, are our Icntinients, 
and thefe we are convinced are yours. 

We, therefore, requell a general meeting of the 
principal inhabitants at the town-houfe, on Satur- 
day next, at noon, to coniider of the propriety of 
a Petition to Parliament, in favour of our Roman 
Catholic Brethren. 

We arc,. Gentlemen, 

your mod obedient Servants, 

Robert Getty 
James Hyndman 
Robert Major 
Walt# Crawford 
Sam. M' Murray 
Thos. Brown 
John Bankhcad 
Ifaac Patton 
J. Campbell White 
J. S. Fergufoa 
John Todd 
Riehd. M*CleIIand 
John M'Conne.i 
John M*Cltan 
And. M'Ckan 
Tho3. Afli 
John Caldwell 



Robert Thompfon 
Thomas Sinclaire 
Robert SImms 
Gil.M'IIveen, jnn. 
Thomas MiUiken 
Samuel Netlfon 
Samuel M'Ticr 
Hu. M'llvvain 
Wm. M'CIcery 
Wm. Tcnncnt 
Wm. Magcc 
Wm. Simms 
Robert Caliwcll 
Hu. Montgomery 
John McDonnell 
Henry Haflett 
David Bigger 
John Haflccc 



Thos. Neilfon 
Thos. M'Donncli 
Robert Hunter 
Thos. M'Cabe 
Wm. Martin 
Jas. M'CoriRick 
James Luke 
James M Kain 
Ham. Thompibn 
Hu. Johnfon 
Chrifh Strong 
George Wells 
James Stephenfon 
Sam. M'Cican 
John Graham 
Wm. Brvfon 
John Tifdall 
Hugh Crawford 



AT a Meeting of the Belfast Reading Soci- 
BTY, January 27, 1792, the following refolations 
were unanimoufly agreed to : 

I. Resolved, That civil and religious liberty 
is the birth-right of every human being ; that Go- 
vernments were formed to fecure them in the pof- 
feffion of this right,, and that dates fhould be regu- 
lated fo as to proteft them in the exercifc of it. 

II. That doftrines of faith, and modes of wor- 
fhip can neither give nor take away the rights of 
men J becaufe opinion is not the object of govern- 
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ment ; becaufe the mode of expreffing religious 
worihip fliould be left to the jadgmentof God, and 
thedecifion of confcience ; and becaufe perfecution, 
however it be difguifed, is deflrudlive of the equali- 
ty of men, and the moft facred laws of nature, 

III. That while we rejoice with every virtuous 
and enlightened mind, at the rapid progrefs which 
thefe principles have lately made, and the illuflrious 
events to which their happy influence have given 
birth — events, which are the proudeil boaft of hu- 
man nature, and which will fupply hiflory with or- 
naments unknown to former ages ; — it is with inex- 
predible regret that we behold their circumfcribed 
operation in (j^is our native land. 

IV. That Ireland can never deferve the name of 
a free ftate, while a great majority of her inhabi- 
tants enjoy the rights of citizens in fo partial a 
manner; while they are totally governed by the 
will of others ; in a word, while they are unjuflly 
excluded from all fhare in the making and the ad- 
miniftration of the laws under which they live. 

V. In fine, it is our moft fervent wi(h, that the 
nation would call for their deliverance, with a voice 
fo temperate as to excite no tumult, fo affe^lionate 
as to conciliate the hearts of all, but fo united, 
and fo POWERFUL as to carry con vr6lion to every 
fource of legiflation. 

Resolved, That the above refolutions be pub- 
liihed in the Belfaft Papers. 

JAMES M'CORMICK, Chairman. 



BELFAST MEETING, 
ON THE ROMAN CATHOLIC ^ESTION. 

JANUARY 28. 1792. 

IN confequence of a requiiition, figned by fifty- 
three inhabitants, for -a meeting of this town, to 
confidcrof the propriety of a Petition to Parliament, 
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IN BEHALF OF THE RoMAN CaTHOLICS OP • 

Ireland — the greateft affembly was held this day 
that we ever recolleft here, if we except the Cele- 
bration of the French Revolution, on the i^th of 
July iail. As the numbers that appeared could not 
be accommodated in the Town-houfe, an adjourn- 
ment took place from thence to the New Meeting- 
Houfe, the galleries and ground floor of which, 
tho' very extenfive, were much croudecf. 

The Revd. Sinclare Kelburn was called 
unanimoufly to the chair, in which iituation he 
preiided with' the utmofl propriety ; and, by a 
knowledge of the rules obferved in all regulated po- 
pular alTemblies, he procured perfedt. order and 
regularity. 

Mr. John Holmes, after a prefatory fpecch in 
favour of a liberation of the Roman Catholics, from 
the impolitic and ruinous fyilcm of penal lav^s, and 
from their other incapacities, moved for the ap- 
pointment of a Special Committee, in order to 
dtaw up fuch a Petition to Parliament as would pro- 
bably produce an unanimous vote, and unite the 
whole inhabitants of this town in one general fup- 
plication in behalf of their brethren of the Catho- 
lic perfuafion ;— and further, that it ihould. be an 
inltrudtion co that Committee to make the following 
words THE prayer of the Petition-— the preamble 
and body of the Petition to be modelled according 
to the fpirit and meaning of the Prayer: 

Wb therefore pray, that the Legiflature may 
be pleafed to repeal, from time to time, and as 

" /peedily as the circumflances of the country , and 
the general ^welfare of the 'whole kingdom .ivill 
permit,* all penal and restrictive llatutes at 
prefent in exiilence againil the Roman Catholics 
of Ireland ; and that they may thus be reftored 
to the rank and confequence of Citizens, in e^verj 

•* particular," 

* That part of the prayer marked in ItalicSf fbews i^hat 
lA-as afterwards expunged by a majority. 
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Which motion was feconded by Dr. Haliday; 
but the firft claofe of it, for the appointment of a 
Comroitteey was afterwards dropt. 

Doctor White aiked, if it was meant by the 
mover, to extend all ^irileges to Roman Catholics, 
as the paper jnft read ieemed to be in fome degree 
doubtful, from the manner in which it was worded, 
on that point. 

After fome debate, the mover explained, that 
the repeal of the " restrictive ftatutes" was 
meant to apply to gvery fpecies of prefent legal 
difabilities, even to that which deprives them of 
the eledtive and other franchifes, incluiive ; — thefe 
difabilities to be done away, not inflantaneoufly, 
but gradually, from time to time, as the circum- 
ftances of the country may warrant, 

Mr. Robert Thomson, in a deliberate and 
well- con nedied fpeech, fraught with that found 
knowledge and cool difquiiition which didinguifh 
him as a fpeaker, oppofed the words of the 

motion«< He exprefled the very great regard 

he had for the refpedable gentlemen who made 
and (ieconded the motion, and his regret in dif- 
fering from either. He (aid his mind had been long 
made up on the preient queflion. It was one to whick 
he had paid con£derable attention, and he was clear- 
ly of opinion that the Catholic body ought to be 
reftored fully to all the rights of citizens— but as he 
Icnew feveral gentlemen differed from him, and 
as it had always been his anxious wifh to preferve 
unanimity in the town, and as he thonght an appli- 
cation on the prefent fubjed would come with more 
weight if agreed to without a difTenting voice ; he 
iiad taken the liberty to draw up a ihort petition* 
which he hoped would embrace the idea of every 
nan in the honfe ; and he hoped the gentleman who 
hefitated about granting a// their rJgiifs to CatholicA 
at once, would fee that he had conceded con fiderably^ 
in order to take away every ground of objedioo; 
with their leave he would read ir« 
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9tf the Right Honourable and ffeneurahle, &f/* 
The Humble Petition of, &c. 

Sheweth, 

•* That Petitioners have long lamented the flate 
of degradation and flavery in which the great ma- 
jorities of their countrymen, the Roman Catholics 
are held, by a multitude of laws, creating incapa- 
cities and inflidling penalties num^roas and fevere« 

•• That Petitioners conceive it not only unjuft in 
its principle, but in its operation highly injurious to 
the trade, commerce and induilry, and to the gene- 
ral profperity of Ireland, that the great body of 
the people ihould longer continue to be thus 
aggrieved. 

" Petitioners, therefore humbly pray that 
this Honourable Houfe may take into ferious conii- 
deration the cafe of the Roman Catholics, and grant 
them relief.** 

After, many compliments to the Roman Catho* 
lies, and endeavouring to prove that they dcferved 
and were capable of enjoying the blcffings of liber* 
ty, as perfons of their perfuafioft were thofe who 
obtained Magna Charta, and who obliged James^ 
ivhen in this kingdom, to give the royal an'dnt to 
feveral bills of fhe firft importance to the Conftituti- 
on of Ireland — he entered into a particular enume- 
ration of the grievances of this long infulted nation. 
He ihcwed the indifpcnfible neceffity of an imme* 
diate reform in a houfe of nominal reprefentatives, 
in whi-ch the voice of the people was feldom heard, 
and feldbmer attended to, A houfe held under 
Ignglifh influence ; returned by vena) boroughs, 
and no longer expreffive of, or governed by, the 
public ivilL That meafures, replete with erery 
good to the land which it ihould reprefent, were 
daily propofed to it, and as often fcoutedin difdain ; 
— that the juft wifties of the people were treated 
with contempt — and that without an union of its 
inhabitants no reform need ever be propofed, as none 
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without it ever could be effeded. He here feemed 
to glance at the feveral inftances in the lad and 
former feffions^ of rejecting almofl every good bill 
ofiered by the few who can be faid to have a^ually ' 
cooftituents in our Houfe of Commons. The re- 
ittfal of a fiace, penfion^ and re/ponfibitity bill ; the 
refufal of an enquiry into the fale of the peerage, 
and the purchafe of feaC9 in another houfe with the 
money which bought thefe honours ; the refufai of 
every bill for amending the repre/iniatioH } and, ia 
ihort, of tvcry other ,which had for its objed the re- 
generation of the conftitution» now become, thro' 
the lapfe of time, mutilated, infirm, and calculated 
by the corruption of the beft principles to fap the 
vital fpirit of free government. After inveighing' 
with much and deferved feverity againft the vile 
trade of rotten boroughs, he remarked that even 
the virtue of Ireland m 1782, with an armed hod 
at its back, might not have eflPedled what was called 
a free confiitution j without the \^ry fupport of thofe 
borough mongers who enflave the land, and who 
added their force to that of the people, for the mere 
purpofe of enhancing the value of their feats, which 
they buy and fell like any article of commerce. He 
entered largely into a detail of the deceptions prac<- 
tifed by government to difunite the kingdom ; to 
feparate the Proteilant from the Catholic ; the Ca- 
tholic from the Proteilant DifTenter, whofe religious 
principles it is i^ell known are at leaft as tolerant as 
thoA? of any other fedl, and whofe political ones are 
thofe which have repeatedly drawn a worn-out con Hi- 
ttttion back to its fird principles, particularly at the 
Revolution \ ihortly prior to which the fun of liber*^ 
ty had fet apparently to rife no more. He told the 
aiTembly that it was a faS which had fallen within 
his own knowledge eight ye^ri ago, about the time 
of the volunteer convention, that for near a century 
paft, when the Roman Catholics (then weighed 
down with the vile|k reftridionsy fifice in a confidcra* 

C 
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ble degree done away) applied to government for 
ttdrcfs, that the common reply was an expreffion of 
willingnefs to grant them relief ; but that no peti- 
tion coald be preferred in their behalf from the 
South, which would not be anfwered from the 
North ; and that nothing could be conceded to their 
wifhes by the governing powers without producing 
a general weaknefs of the kingdom, by rilings or 
rebellions among the Prefbyterians of the North. 
That this delufive trick was now paft« and that we 
ihould therefore come forward and form an alliance 
of power and a community of incereft with our Ca* 
tholic brethren ; as a conceiHoii to juHice, and as 
the certain mean of effeding every good purpofe 
which, without them, we have long fought for in 
vain. He concluded an addrefs which the Editor 
regret$ his not being able to follow thro' all its parts, 
by moving an expungement of the words afefting 
tie time of the repeal of ever)* penal and every re- 
ilridive ilatute ; in order to declare a wi0i that the 
reftoration of all the rights of Roman Catholics 
ihould be immediate and unlimited. With 
much emphaiis he afked, to whom were we to fub- 
mit the point ofjrom time to time, when the Catholics 
were to be liberated ? Was it to Lord Lieutenants 
and their Secretaries ? Was it to Parliament, in 
which the voice of the people was raifed in vain ?— 
After a variety of arguments, in which he drew too 
juil a pidure of the wretched ftate of this country, 
in confequence of our being totally deprived of an 
adequate reprefentation, founded on innumerable 
inflances of our being governed by an Englifh infla- 
ence, his motion was made for the expunging of the 
following words in. the prayer of the petition pro- 
pofed by Mr. Holmes — ** from time to time, and as 
V fpeedily as the circumilances of the country and 

the general welfare of the whole kingdom will 

permit.'* 
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Doctor White faid, it is now neceflkiy to go 

more at large into the fabjefi, as it appears we are 

not likely to agree without doing fo. 

In difcaffing quelUons relative tolronlHtational go- 
rernment, it is neceffary to lay down fome principles, 
in which we fhall all agree ; to reafon and draw 
conclufions from, and to take (tri(k care that oar 
conclufions or inferences may be legitimate : I there* 
fore proceed to fay that tvcry man contributing by 
his ingenuity and induftry to the well-being of any 
Hate, has a right to a voice in the government of his 
country ; ana as it would be impoflible that each 
member of a flate could be judiciou fly employed, as 
a legiflator, that bufmefs mufl be tranfa^ed by de- 
legation ; he therefore is neceifitated to unite with 
his dillridl to chufe a reprefentative. 

If fo far I am right, we cannot avoid concluding 
that no member of any ftate contributing by his la- 
bour, his learning, or his ingenuity, to the fup- 
port and well being of his country, can equitably 
be debarred from a fhare in the legiflation of his 
country, perfonally, or by a reprefentative. 

Whoever is deprived of this right, is certainly a 
flave in a political point of view, and cannot be faid 
to poffefs any control over, or defence againft, laws^ 
by which his life, liberty, and property may be 
abridged or taken away. 

If thefe opinions are founded, of which there is 
no doubt, it would feem extraordinary that a pro- 
feflion of any particular fyftem of religion ihould be 
a fufHcient pretext for exclufion from civil privileges; 
as if a confciencious difcharge of a man's duty to 
God, (and confcientious muft have been that of the 
Catholics, as it is in the teeth of their temporal in* 
tereft,) was a £t caufe of exclufion from civil rights. 
I (hould be rather inclined to believe that it was the 
flrongell inducement to believe he was highly quali- 
fied for the exercife of civil virtues. 

It has been often alleged, and for a long time 
believed, that the profeilion of the Catholic religion. 
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andabeliefin its do£lrtnes, were incompatible with 
good citizenlhip ; many inflances to the contrary 
may be quoted in the hiftory of our own country ; 
to the Catholics we are obliged for trial by jary, for 
the inftitotion of parliaments^ our right of popular 
impeachment, and for Magna Charta ; and our Ca- 
tholic neighbours of Frante have given as aluminous 
view of their capacity in forming a government 
eminently calcolated for the eUablifhmen^ and pre- 
fervation of civil right and equal liberty. 

Historical records fupply us with innumerable 
h&s, (hewing in the cleared manner, that the pro- 
feffion of the Roman Ca^tholic religion was by no 
means incompatible with the duties of a good legifla- 
tor. A Roman Catholic Parliament^ in the reign oi 
Henry IV. 1 390, thought it necciTary to pafs a par* 
ticular a£l againft the Pope's bull ratifying the 
fiattttes of Shrewibury, becaufe it was founded on a 
principle oppoiite to, and fubverfive of the rights 
of the people ; it was therefore declared that the 
kingdom of England was independent of all foreign 
power, particularly of the court of Rome, and that 
the Pope had no right to interfere in the civil govern-r 
ment of the realm. 

Are we not then to fuppofe that if fuch was the 
condu£l of Cacholics in fuch early uninformed 
flages of fociety, that the accumulated light and 
inrormation of fome countries, will have iimilar and 
equal elfedts in increaling their liberality and infor- 
mation, to what it has produced on their Proteftanc 
brethren ••*--Men of fcience and literature are nu- 
merous, very numerous of that religious perfuafion ; 
and the abilities and confequence of members en-^ 
gaged in every department of commerce are fecond 
to none of their country-men. Independent of a 

Jtfinciple of ju^ice, which mud be allowed to be the 
eading feature in the buiinefs ; our intereft e/Ten- 
tially demands it. I am well convinced that while 
Catholics are excluded from a fliare in legiflation, 
that great deiideratum, a parliamentary reform will 
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be fought for in vain ; is it likely that fuch partial 
application as can be made by the Protellants of Ire- 
land^ compared to the great body of the people* 
will be properly, attended to ? certainly not ; but 
the united and determined voice of Ireland mud be 
beard, and will be attended to, in fuch manner as 
an application of four millions deferve ; and, even 
in our prefent circumftances, if Catholics were^ 
allowed franchifes on the fame terms as Proteflants, 
it would be attended with the mod happy effedts. 

It is faid they are more ignorant than the , Protef* 
tants : of this I have doubts, in fo far as ele^ive 
fratichife, fimilar to that which the Proteftants en- 
joy^ would operate ; and I mull pofitively deny the 
concluiion, as I think upon the fllghteftcon^deration 
of the fttbje€t, the ufe and power of elective fran- 
chife, and the occasional intercourfe -with their fel- 
low eledors, and their reprefentatives, with the 
feeling naturally ariiing from the rank and im- 
portance they hold in the (late, will have a power- 
ful and immediate effect in improving their under- 
ftanding and giving them proper views of their civil 
rights. 

But T would beg of the warmefl oppofer of the 
enfranchi(ement of Catholics to give me a rational 
and fincere reafon, for the great body of the Catho- 
lics of Ireland, ''adling in oppoficion to the intereil of 
the date. 

The Catholic religion is by no means fo adverfe 
to the ofe and inrprovements of the human under* 
landing as to render it unfit for the management of 
the common occurrences of life ; on the contrary, 
the profeflbrs of that religion have rendered them- 
felves highly confpicuous in every department of li- 
terature ; and I believe it may be allowed that they 
are nearly at the^ head of every fcience, and have 
been for a ferics of time. May we not ihen fuppofe 
that even in the redemption of forfeited cftates, if 
fuch an abfurdity could be conceived, they would 
purfue maxims of policy iimilar to thofe held out 
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hy our Proteftaot delegates in ^beir attempts to pro^ 
duce a pariiamentary reform, viz. to recom pence, 
or rather -decidedly to purchafe^ corrupt borough} 
from their patrons or' proprietors of property (if I 
may be allowed the expreffion), unknown to our 
confticution and unknown to our laws ; yet thefe re- 
formers purpo/ing to have as fewt obllruAions as pof- 
£ble to an adequate parliamentary reform, were fati(^« 
fled CO facrifice the national purfe, to purchafe the 
a/Tent of venal citizens, certain!)^ on the principle 
of its having for a number of years been fuppofed 
as private property. 

You have hitherto exerted yourfelve^, and con-- 
tribuced to the prefent improved (late of the confti- 
tution of your country, in the capacity of citizens 
2nd volunteers, and have frequently in your appiHca- 
rion to your governors, and in your appeal to your 
brethren, with your mouths prophaned the word 
people^ by ufing their name when their will or opi- 
nion was not confulted : I conjure you then to look 
upon the men of Ireland, without, refped): to religi- 
ous profefTion, as your brethren entitled to equal 
rights and privileges : then may you without proiaoa- 
(ion or inconfiilency, ufe the word people, in its 
honefl and compreheniive fenfe ; and then may you 
boldly adopt what Hiould be the fentiment of every 
good citizen — Zalus Populi Suprema Btx, 

He was followed by Dr. Haliday, a gentleman 
who has been looked up to in this place, for near 
lialf a century, with veneration and refpedk, as the 
Heady aiTertor of the people's rights on every occa- 
lioD ; as one who ranks among the higheil, as a 
profeflional man, and unices the profound fcbolar 
with the fine gentleman* He profeiTed his early dc- 
leHation of the penal code of laws, which was held 
as a fcourge over the heads of our Catholic brethren 
— and many years back ardently willied to fee them 
done away. But he would not grant that nothing 
€Ciild be obtained, without the co-operation of the 
Roman Catholics of Ireland — becaufe, wicbia his 
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memory, a great deal bad been . He reverted to a 
period, perhaps antecedent to the recollection of 
any man in that aflernbly, except himfelf, the year 
1 75 J ; — that year in which the latent fparlc of free- 
"dom in this country was fanned into a flame, that 
afterwards illuminated the whole kingdom, and 
ttirned its attention to its rights, after that long 
feafon of depreflion, which fucceeded the ine£ec- 
tual, tho' glorious efforts of the immortal Molt- 
Nsvz. From that period he traced the progre(£ve 
fuccefles of public virtue, down thro' their feveral 
images, to the prefent day. This fpace comprehended 
the rendering of our Parliaments oClennial, in 1768^ 
ioftead of depending for their termination on the 
Ufe of a King, and confequently giving it the power 
of a tyranny for that undecided duration — 'the re- 
covery of our right to freedom of trade in 177^ — 
and the reftoration of Ireland to imperial dignity in 
1782, by eflabliihing the independency of its crows 
and of its legiflature. — That all tbe/f, and inany 
fttbordinate meafures, were effedted without their 
interference ; and that, therefore, he could never 
grant that nothing conU be effe^ed without their 
aid ; as all we had gained was gained without their 
weight, in any one inftance, being thrown into the 
fcale. That he did not the lefs deplore the &uc 
of unjnft degradation into which they had, in le(s 
enlightened times, been plunged ; and hoped for 
every juft conceilion, as much as he (hould fear the 
efiefits of immtdiate and per/eS emancipation, in .a 
moment. He ihould regret that fuch an attempt: 
were made before the time was ripe for it ; before 
the one great body was ready to grant, in an inHant^ 
or the other was prepared or qualified to receive.— 
That before that day could arrive, when the eman- 
cipation could in e'verj refped be comfJete, much in^ 
formation ihould pervade the general mafs, which 
at prefent its loweit clafles were divefted of. That 
the influence of the Prieilhood over the minds of 
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the laity mnft be confiderably reduced^ before W6 
could with truth fay, that an exteniion, to all their 
body, of eledive francbife, would encreafe the vir« 
cual bafis of eledion That the lights of education, 
long withheld, Oioald firft diffofe among them their 
happy effeAs — teach them the independency of the 
human mind— and the nature, as well as the valUe^ 
of thofe bieflings which a free conftitution can alone 
befiow. Till that period arrive, receiving as elec- 
tors thenvbole ma/t of that uninflrodted body, would 
be dangerous both to themfelves and to us, and 
would not ultimately tend to the intereils of either. 

Mr. Robert GeVty.— It feems the extenflon 
•f the ele£live franchife to our Ronian Catholic bre- 
thren, is the great objedion to the prayer of the 
petition laft read. 

It fhottld be remembered, that the la^ depriving 
them of this liberty, was made after the commence- 
ment of this century. That they enjoyed in as full an 
extent as the Proteftants do now this right, for a 
feries of time after the Revolution, without danger to 
the eftabiiihment ; and that then their ignorance was 
not more noticed than that of the other fubjedts of the 
kingdom. But, Mr. Chairman, the fad is, we found 
them then equally enlightened as ourfelves, and our 
penal laws have been the cauie of that ignorance 
fo much lamented, which a^ually has debafed their 
nature, and by continuing them, we continue their 
ignora^nce. The power of their clergy has been much 
talked of, and it is what many liberal and good 
men much fear. It has been remarked by a cele- 
brated writer, that where ever we find people pro* 
foundly ignorant, there the Minifters of their re- 
ligion have over them a mighty influence ; I there* 
fore fay, that you efied a moil deiirable reform ivt 
this particular, by difpelling that ignorance which 
will inevitably produce that effedl i and no men at this 
moment in the ilate, are more averfe to the relaxa- 
tions fpoken of, than the Prieils, as they dread the 
decay of their own power, over the uninformed 
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minds of tb6 prefentrace of Roman Catholics. He 
faid a few words more on the ufe of contefted elee<* 
tions, which by bringing people together in namberin 
have a tendency of increaitng their knowledge of 
public affairs* by communication of fentiment; and 
this body of our countrymen in their prefent fitua-^ 
tion, have no opportunity of uiing fueh ad van-* 
tages. 

^Mr. Ls Bi»anc, (a tambour-worker) began by fay- 
ing he was '* a foreigner by birth, but a citizen of the 
world by principle," and delivered a very animated 
fpeech in favour of the amendment* He concluded 
with a declaration, that it appeared a little ridiculous 
to him, to fee a town coniifting of 20,000 inhabitants 
deliberating; about granting rights to others, wJbo kaJ 
mo rigbtt tie^felves. 

Doctor Brvce faid, he frequently had reafoil 
to regret, that the more immediate duties and avo- 
cations of life prevented his attending the meet- 
ings of this town as a citizen, or contributing the 
aid of an humble individual in fiiatters ef public 
moment as they arofc. 

Born in a free country, nurtured in the carlieft 
love and admiration of the principles of liberty, 
and inheriting equally by defcent as by religious 
profeflion, a fteady attachcnent to every human 
right ; he (hould once have con£dered it impoflible 
to find himfeif in the fituation in which he ftood 
there that day. To take that fide which could oil 
any queftion be conftrued into the Uaft liberal, is a 
predicament thar he fliould not have conceived any 
train of events could have placed him in. How- 
ever, when he obferved around him a number of 
the firft chara^ers in this town, profeifing fentiments 
fimilar to his own ; many of thofe who had given 
dignity to its former deliberations ; and whofe names 
a long feries of public virtue has taught the moft 
diftant parts of this kingdom to contemplate with 
Teneration^he felt the higheft eonfolation he could 
receive, after the approving teftimony of his qwH 
mind. 

D 



Were liU /entiin«flts (he faid) rtfpet^ng At 
Rinnan Catholics of Ireland generally k«iow« in 
this ailembly. it were tinnece£ary to aficrt that their 
gradual admiffion to ciril frafH:hize^ and an aboli- 
tion of the many unjuft and impolitic penal laws 
fBH in force againft them, are not with Imri the 
traniient fcrbje£ls^ a day, but had long had his 
moil furious attention, and warmed approbation.— « 
The experience of ^v^ry year added confidence to 
Iiis opinion, that this country without a coalition o^ 
its in-habitants, can never poffefs tnat Confe^^uence 
in the fcaie of empire to which its nnmbers fionld 
entitle iti 

He faid, tfiat when he h'eard, ^s of late be hzA 
often xlonc, th'e tticHTs ot wai? pleaded in their 
abfira^ {tx).{t^ as that line from which not the final)** 
eH deviation is in. practice to be m^ade; when Ihtf 
found them adduced as an argament for an inflaiit 
transfer of power from onfe body of t^fe people to 
another— dc^iirng every caption in the mode of 
granting it, and regardlefs of the paift h-i^ftory of 
the country, its prefcnt condition, or the mixed ge- 
nius of its inhabitants ;' he mult eiTentially 4iSer 
from men, the purity of* whofe intentions he might 
admire, but the precipitancy of whofe meafarcs be 
muft regret. 

* Did the nature of fo large a meeting admit « 
general and intimate ac(]naintance with ancient and 
modern republics, of the icveral liates which have 
flouriihed in their turns at different periods of tho 
world ; he might, on the teftimony of hiftory^ defy 
fhe advocates for fuch extravagant opinions to pro- 
duce a iingle inilance in which the mere abftra^ 
theory of rights, the perfe^ equality of men, were 
ever, in forming the bafis of any government, %x\&* 
fy applied. 

AlviERiCA, flufhcd with conqueft, and rifing tri- 
' ©mphantly from the ftroke of defpotic pouer, with- 
out any thing to controul hti deliberations on tht 
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edablilhment of as perfed freedoixr as wifdom c6ftTd 
dcvife — never fuffered herfelf to be borne away by 
ing-enioas refinements, nor to lofe tke attaidment of 
every pradlicable good, in the.vain purfuk of ideaK 

France, after tearing up her ancient govcrn- 
mcnt by its roots, deftroying hereditary honors and 
redncing the lofcy fabric of a long ellab6fl)ed hierar** 
^hy, never entertained thewiih of moulding its ne\¥' 
conditution on the rights of men in the abftra3, — ^ 
Had it done fo, perfonsy not property ^ had been ex- 
clufivcly reprcfented; but in the French conftitu- 
tion property as well as per/ons, is a bails of reprc-* 
ientation. 

If we follow, without rellri^lion, tke theory oF 
)i|umaii rights, where will it lead us? In its princi- 
pfe it requires the admifHoa of tuomen, of perfons' 
tinder age, and of paupers, to fuQrage at elections ; 
tor places of oSce and tru^, and as a^embers of 
both Houfes of Parliament. 

He found himfelf warranted, therefore, in fay- 
ing, that, tho^a^uated by as much philanthropy' 
towards his Roman Catholic brethren as any other 
man, and'poffeffing as flncere a willi for their eman*^ 
cipation — it was impoiSble for him to join in the 
wifh to throw open to them in a moment the fources- 
of power ; without a dereli^ion of tvtry principle 
of prudence and good fenfe. That portion of the 
Irifh community being ib much greater than the- 
reft, a full extenfion of the rights of man would at 
one flroke, without any previous illumination of 
their minds by education, without any preparation 
on-either fide, transfer every power of government, 
from the moft to the leaft tolerant, from the mofi to 
the leaft enlightened pan of the ftate— *from the 
Proreflan^s to the Ronian Catholics of Ireland. From 
their comparative numbers fuch would be the im* 
mediate effect ; nor can any one, maintaining the 
^bflraf^ queMon of right, deny that this is an ifl^« 
Ujcdiafp rcfult fron> the principle, 
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Ht faid that no man would aflert that tht Roman 
Catholics (taking them in the aggregate) are in their 
preient ftate as well informed, or as capable of hold- 
ing the reins of government with wifdom and 
xnoderatioa, as the PrpteAants. The former from 
fhe nature of things, muft fc^el reftraint ^nd ill 
Lumoor in confequence of anpent prejudices, ^nd 
continued oppreffion. Thefe will require tipie tq 
fubiidp, and may be beil removed hy ^ gradual ex« 
tenfion of immunities ; which wi]{ ac the fame timo 
h^ve 4 doubly h^ppy ^Ste€t^ by eradicating Prdteftant 
as well as Catholic prejudices, and preparing the one 
to grant freely from a£Fedion, what the other ma/ 
then be better qualified to receive, 

That great and immediate changes ^re not often 
defirabic even in matters pf ]efs> confequence. That 
to individuals in private life, they are feldom pro- 
ductive of happineffi : ^ nations, th^y prove fre- 
quently ruinouSf 

THAt a moment's refledlion might convince any 
man, that innumerable unfprefeen and dangerous 
effcdis, leading to tumult a^nd confuiion, might be 
expelled frqm a revolution pf power fo conduded. 
To enter into fp wide a field would exceed th« 
limited time of the n^eeting-^He could not however 
avoid briefly touching on a point which had natural- 
ly led to much difcufiion — its poffible cpnieq^enceji 
refpedling the fobf£it£d (states in this country. 

The point pf rig^t in refuming thofeeftates feems 
to be abfolute : nor would th^re, fii^pppfing a com* 
plete transfer of po\yer to the Roman Catholics, bor 
any bar tp it^ except the right which ^onqueft ha^ 
given to the prefent proprietors ; a kii^d of right now 
-^^^y exploded and which wpuld in (he c^fe alluded 
to be little refpe^ed* 

Taa treaty of Limei:ick cannpt a^TeCt the right ^ 
fpr a fingle garrifon cpuld not capitulate fpr a whole 
kingdom, npr bind it for ever. — Laws and char- 
ters cannot invalidate it ; becaufe made by a fmal^ 
rP^y* under dircdtion from a foreign country, e^q^^ 
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^Aiing what would then be deemed afurped authority* 
Confider how * chefe forfeitures were incurred.-— (a 
defending the country againfl foreign oppreOion^ 
in Queen Elizabeth's reign ; — in the plantation of 
Uider, by James the £rft ; — the grants of lands to 
Crohi'A ell's Captains, which VI oold be impeachable 
even on English reftoration principles ; — the for« 
feitares under James, the id, the lawful King of 
Ireland, lighting at the head of his people againft 4 
^ Dutchman,, whofe claim, even to the Engliiii 
Crown, was a difputed eledion — 'none at all to the 
Irijb Crown, except the old law, that both couiw 
tries ihould have the fame King, which would 
icarcely apply, and would certainly be fet afide, ia 
cafe of a rupture with England. Jf fuch change of 
power came about without any tumult or hoftiliticf* 
it is poilible that flili the higher orders might a£l from 
9 principle of right in claiming their eflates; th« 
Prieds, and the lower claffes, from bigotry, prid^ 
of power and clanihip. 3ut as there muil, in the 
courfe of fqch a revolution, qec^flarily be fome irri* 
(ation, perhaps exafperation, this would render 4 
change of property, with a change of power, the 
snore likely ;-^if a confidcrable body of the Protef* 
tants of rank and fortune refifted the revolution, it 
plight be looked on as ^ertain^ If titles could not 
be produced, but only a flrong probability of ancient 
right could be made out, they might call on the 
prefent po^eiTors to produce tMr titles \ the very 
produdlion of which would ellabliih, inftead of 
v^eakening, the old claim's, by reciting that the 
lands in queflion had beeq taken from fuch and fuch 
perfons, for fuch and fuch caufes, in the very a^ 
oi defending the government and the religion of 
(heir ^nceftors. 

With every dcfire to accelerate the day of the 
complete enfranchifement of the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland, but convinced, that in a matter of fuch 
immenfe magnitude, a gradual and pro^reji'oe 
f l^anse is ^he moA deilrable ^the only nradicabl^ 



one) and equally the intereft of all— lie fsdd he 
inuft fupport the addrefs, as originally moved by Mr, 
Holmes, praying that the repeal may be ^* frttM 
** time to time, and as fpeedily as the circumftances vf 
•• the country, and the luelfare of the <whole kingdom 
** ijoin permit r 

Considering himfelf caHed upo» as a moralilli; 
a citizen, and a divine, he adverted, with irrcfiftible 
force of argument, to the influence which he con> 
jceived a confiderable part of the meeting might aft 
under, in confequeiice of a teft taken Iby them in 
the fociety of UiiJced Triftmen. — As this part of 
his fpeech has beei> the fubje^t of fome converfation, 
wc fhould not, in a matter of nice difcuflipn, thinli; 
mtrfclves warranted in going into it without being 
able, very nearly, to follow thenuords of the Speaker : 
efpecially a? this topic has fince-becn fully difcufled. 
[See Stridures on the Oath of the United IriOimen ii^ 
this vol.] 

Mr. Nei|.8on faid, he mpant only to notice ond 
point of the very long and extraneous fpeech they 
had juft heard, namely, that which allud^^ to tho 
Society of United Iriihmen ; a fociety of which he 
was proud to acknowledge himfelf a member. The 
learned gentleman had, he faid, gone far out of his 
way indeed to attack that fociety and its teft : but to 
%vhat did this teft go ? to union and confequent re- 
form. Cart any advancement in knowledge, any 
change of circumftance, render union and reform 
improper? But the gentleman has refuted himfelf j 
he has attacked all fefts, and yet the very firft ftep 
taken by that aflembly, which he has fo properly 
lliled enlightened, when they fet about framing 
their conftitution^ was to take a teft. While the 

fentleman fpeaks from miiinforma^ion, as it appears 
e has done on the prefent point, the fbcieties are 
equally heedlefs pf his praife as regardlefs of bis 
cenfure. 

Dr. White faid, it was little to be cxpeftecl 
(hat a gentleman frooi his e^rliell infancy^ puttaie4 



Imtl brought up vnth the moft libtirsil iJea^ of twU 
and religious iiberty, which he faid he was proud .69 
boaft of, atKl at the fajne time a Miaiiler of the 
Go/pel^ protfcffing diffent from all fubicriptions, 
cpeeds 6t confeiTioos of faith, ihoold yet incHotf ta 
deny xhe ^exercife of the right of private judgiiifnit^. 
in matters of religion^ to brethren^ withool fubje^SiAgr 
them to the penalties of dvil incapaci{ie«. Suck 
dodrines nught have been expected froxa the mi-* 
fiifters of a di^erent xhauch, whofe abilities havie 
often been proiftiiuted in . incuicating even from iktf 
pulpit tbe exploded dodnoes of paflive obediejice 
and Ron^xidiftance^ but that firch opinions very ill 
become a Pfoteflant Da/Teoting Mini&er^ at theprc- 
fent enlightened asra. 

Mml. Samuel Mc. Tier faid^ that hie thougliS 
the Society of »United.Iri&mcn, very ira properly «-• 
troduced : he had the honour of )beIon^ing to thaifi 
body^ had t»ken i^e tell,- 'but thought iYimfelf sA 
lilberty to vote as he pieafcd^ 

Dr. M'^DoNfsrELL obferved^ thait this (hceaM ra-< 
ther be confidered as a monal and reH^'oiu^ than a po^ 
litic«I q«tftton« iie had lbeen conne^d :both by rhtt 
ties of Irienidihip and of blood 'with ;f&v«iralJlomaB 
Cathoifci gentlemen^, both .at home and abroad; he 
coald find nothing initheir.political or religiDus opi- 
nions to prevent theirJofeing good citizsen^ : he ha«l 
been accuflomed from his eartieil infancy to hear 
chem flatcered with the fame Ltngu age. /which the 
prefent fnihi petmon ireatkss ; this has.beeHi the lan-^ 
gaage of the Proteilaut -people, of sChe Parliament,' 
and of every printed book ifhefc forty, years;: ** Thef 
were 10 be liberated from time to time." 

He -lybferved tha^this ^was not chefirll periodv in 
the hiftoryof mankind^ w^here the iame game had 
been played ; he adverted to the late piioceedings m 
England^ relative to the flave trade. . The ^Qtnajtaoa 
of the African was to be meliorated ; they woaid 
ceafe importing him from time to time, according 19 
txfediencj. He called the attencioo of the ailembl|r 
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tl>a ftitfi fktsillel example; When the Spaniard* 
became mailers of Cuba and Hifpaniola, rhey iii^ 
%fid€d the people as they did their lands and trea- 
iiires among their officers* Some became poflefTed 
•f 800, fomeof 1400 hiad af people. — The Domini- 
can and Francifcan friars remonftrated again ii this 
ttode of enilaving the Indians. They carried their 
temonflrance to the court of Spain, (a coitrt milder 
ae that time, and more alive to the feelings of hu-* 
manity than our Parliament at prefent) their caufe 
was pleaded before an auguil tribunal^ witneffes 
were heard on both fides : they proceeded exa^llv 
as we are proceeding at this moment.-^The qlle^^ 
&on of right to liberty was admitted on the iide of 
the Indian — the queflion of expediency appeared 
difficult: it was at length determined^ ** they mo old 
deliberated from time to time." But that time has 
never arrived, nor can it now ever, for there is not at 
pre&nt one foul exiiling in either Cuba or Hifpaniola* 
The race of Indians is extirpated— they were extir* 
pa ted from time to time. Would to God therefore 
that you would not join with the language of a court 
in extending her bleffings of freedom to your brethren 
by piece meal ; for what is freedom, but a )eil and 
a farce, if its bleffings are difpenfed and received 
as the favour of kindnefs and humanity, inftead 
of being confidered as an inheritance and as a right I 
Mr. Thomson. — Much has been faid of the inca* 
pacity of thofe profefiing the Roman Catholic r^^^ 
ligion, for the enjoyment of ireedom, but we^feem 
to forget that the boldeft features of the Britifh con* 
ftitution were procured by Roman Catholics, and 
. that Co a parliament of that perfuafion we are m- 
«^ebted for a great outline of an Irifii conftitution.-^ 
You talk of referring it to the wifdom of Parliament^ 
to grant them from time to time their rights ; that 
is to fay, the Engliih Secretary (pro tempore) is to 
dermine on that time and. that extent which will be 
jDbii: for the intereft of his mafler^ (the Engliih 
sniuiiler). . . 
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Sir, from my own knowledge, 1 {ay that it has 
been the pradice of government, to ho'd up one 
perfuaiiori as a bug bear to the other, and thereby to' 
re fufe rights to either ; it is high time the delufiori 
Ihould terminate, and that the Irifh nation fliould 
unite and demand in a tem{)erate but firm tone, thofe 
rights which are their inheritance — And 1 alk, if 
thus united, and thus determined, ^-here is thi 
fo'ixir that ddre refufe them ? 

It has been faid. Sir, that we have obtained many' 
great points without the aid of the Catholics, and* 
why may we not alfo obtain reform without that aid t 
*— I anfwer, all that we have obtained have been to be- 
nefit the ariitocracy, not the people* What have been 
the advantages of your free conftitution, as it W 
called ? why an advance in the price of boroughs : 
3000I. inllead of loool. for a feat ; but how doea 
the point ftaad with rcfpe£l to the people : an en- 
creafe of taxes to bribe our own countrymen to op- 
prefs us, which was formerly done by the Engliih 
gratis. In every ftep we took to obtain our trade and ^ 
conilitution, our own ariflocracy and borough- 
mongers, (being chiefly iiuereded) warmly fupport- 
ed us; but is it their interell tofupport us in reform ? 
-^do they not almoft to a fnan warmly oppofe us/ 
— how then can one million of Irifhmen obtain their 
rights, in opppoftdon to Iriih ariflocracy, — to Eng- 
liih influence' — to three millions of their own country •• 
men. So far with refpe^* to policy and expediency : 
but when we come to talk of right and juftice, what 
will we fay? fhall we pretend ecjual reprefentation, 
and exclude three fou-rths of our fellow fubjeds ? — ^ 
I fay in fuch a cafe wc 9u^ht not to fucceed, and I 
further declare, that I would now lament it as one of 
the greate:ft misfortunes that could hav6 befallen this 
country, had we fucceeded in our limited and unjuft 
notions of reform in 1783. 

A Gentleman has talked of Switzerland, and 
called it the region of liberty. I will a(k that gentle- 
man, are not Catholics and ProteHaQts united in that 
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country ; and if no( this an additionaf armament, if 
any were required, chac there is nothing in the Ca- 
tholic religion by any meani initnical to civil liberty t 

He concluded by ilating, that as the to^n of Bel- 
fafl had no reprierenCa'tive* and asr thd only (hare wef 
Kad in reprefentation of Irel'and* was from a fe\V 
of tis being freeholders of the county 6f Antrim » 
where indeed we are faithfully reprefented, the peti- 
tion muft be fent to the Right Hon. J. 0*Neill, itf 
order to be by him prefented to Parliament in the 
same of the town of Belfaft. 

In the courfe of the debate, if was afgned, . that 
every member of a ftate, contributing by his inge- 
i)uity and induftry to its well beinrg, has a right to^ 
advife in its government ; a^d as h would be im« 
pofiible that every inconliderable member of it could 
oe properly employed as a legiflator, that that duty 
mud be performed by delegation, and that he i^ 
therefore necefiitated to uAite with Ms didrid: in the 
choice of a reprefentative. That no perfbn fb con« 
tributing by his labour, his learning, or his inge- 
nuity, to the fupport of liis country, can be equita* 
bly debarred from a (hare in its legiflation, either 
in perfon dr by proxy ; efpeciaily as the laws fo tof 
be made muft a£e6b the life, liberty, and property 
6f alL Confidering thefe as fundamental princi- 
ples, it feems extrnordinfary that the profi^drng of 
any particular fydem of religion ^ould be a fufii- 
cient pretext for exclufion from civil privileges. It 
has been often alleged, that the Catholic Religion, 
and a belief in its do(5£rines, were incompatible with! 
good Citizenfhip. How is this warranted by hiiio-i' 
fical fa6t ? To Roman Catholics we are indebted 
for the trial by jury ; for the inftitutlon of parlia- 
ments; the gfeat charter of libel'ty ; and our Ca- 
tholic neighbours ha^e given us a luminrous view of 
their capacity of forming a government eminently 
calculated to edablilh civil rights and equal liberty 
among men. A Roman Catholic Parliament inf 
Henry the Fourth's time (1399) paiJ^d an aft againf! 
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de Pope's buH» becaufe it was fubverfive of the 
rights of the people. It was therefore declared^ 
that Eingland was independent of all foreign power, 
particaiarly of the Court of Rome. Are we not 
then to fup'pofe, that if fuch was the eondufl of 
Catholics in iach ignorant ftages of fociety, that the 
accumulated light of centuries f^all have ftill 
more encreafed their liberality and information? — 
That no partial application for a reform of Parlia- 
ment can ever focceed ; that the only effedlual onp 
mufl refult from the unite^l and detern^ined voice of 
the vjhole ptotU of Ireland, — no man can deny who 
takes a retrolpefl of a few years, and the treatment 
which the Proteftant prayers of the people for re- 
forms of ^\^ty )f ind h^ve experienced, and daily ex- 
perience. It was further argued that by the con* 
cefllon of the elective fuffrage to the Catholics^ in 
the fame degree as Proteftants already enjoy it, an 
addition of 2 or 300,000 eIe£lors to j^he prefent 
number, would be attended with the happieil eiFedts 
on the freedom of eledion, by .enlarging the baiis 
of it. In anfwer to (hofe who are well inclined tp 
their emancipation, but allege that at prefent it 
would be premature, on account of their want of 
information and knowledge, it was faid that the moft 
certain means of idifpelling that ignorance, and 
rooting o^t the fubje^ion which their priefts wotild 
wiih to keep them in, would be the^xerciie of elec- 
tive franchife ; which by giving them an intercoMrfe 
with their fellow ele^ors, and a communication of 
fentiment, would foon difpel the railt of ignorance* 
make them feel' their own digpity, ii^prQve their 
underflandings, and give them a relifh for the enjoy* 
ment of every civil right. 

The hiilpry of ele^iions convinces us that the 40 
Ihilling freeholder i«tn<>re under the undue influence 
of his landlord, than the menial fervant is of his maf- 
ter; that therefore votes fhould be given to every 
defcription of people, as the bed means of render* 
ing bribery, corruption, and undue influence, ini- 
^o:]ible or of little avail. 
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That the argument refpe^ing the recovery of 
forfeited lands, had little weight*, confidering the dif- 
tant period when they were loft— few of them lefs 
than a century and an half back ; fince which time 
they have pafTed from hand to hand, and many of 
them again become, by parchafe, the prpperty of 
Roman Catholics. lh«it the Catholics themfclvcs 
would perceive fuch infuperable obftacles to th^ 
fuccefs of thefe claims, that thofe defccndantsof the 
proprietors of forfeited crtates, who could prove 
their title, would he fo fe^, tjiat the general body 
would never fufFer ihtm to be gone into ;" in order 
to prevent confufion in the ftate, and thp interrupti- 
on of national tranquility, then become fo muclj 
their intereft to maintain. Let it be femembered 
what a fmall proportion the forfeited eftates bear to 
the whole landed intereft of Ireland — and it will be 
granted, that they do not defervc all the regard 
which is often pa"d to them, in cohfideririg the fub- 
jedl oi this day's difcuflion. The diiBcuIties in the 
way to a reveriion of the forfeitures, are many and 
great; among others, a bill for that purpofc wouH 
have to fee brought into Parliament — pafs bothl 
houfes — and receive the Royal afTent. 

OJJ THE OTHER HAND, 

The friends of (he original motion profefTed as 
warm an attachment to their Roman Catholic felicw- 
fgbje^ls as the other fide, and as arden( a wi(h for 
their complete emancipation ; but they thought, 
that this would be beil effei^ed hy degrees. 

The c> panging of the words from tme to /imft 
^c. had been fuppoirted on this principle, that the 
rights of man are indefea(H)Ie, and that they cannot 
rightfully be withhe'd even for a moment.— This 
was admitted, but ftill it wa^pontendcd, that no 
Goveinraent had ever been cfeiftitaied upon tl^f. 
ftriSi theory of thefe principles ; — that the Frencl^ 
Jegiilators themfclves had thgught it neceflary to re- 
ftridl the right o/ fuffrage ; and that when a country 
had fallen into the prefent ^ircumllances of Ijelandi 
at muft extricate itfclf fjoni them by degrees. Ihat 
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nil •fa<§den revcrfcs of fortune are dangeroiis to tie 
virtue or moderation of the w^ifeft indi'viduai^ ancl 
ftiU more To to that of a ipultitude— circumilanccd 
like the Irifli Catholics, 

That the Roman Catholics of this country are 
not. in their prefent ilate, as well informed or as ca« 
pable of exercifing government as the Proceftants. 

That the Roman Catholics muft feel refentment 
and ill humour in confequence of ancient injuries, 
recent infults, and continued oppreflion. 

That thefe will require time to fubfide, and will 
be beft removed by 2l gradual extenfion of immuni- 
ties and privileges ; which at the fame time would 
have another happy efFc^, in gradually eradicating 
prejudices from tlie minds of Proteftants, and pre- 
paring them to grant what the others are willing to 
receive. 

That the Roman Catholics having formierly loft 
their poiTeffions, fighting for the liberty of their 
country, againft a foreign power, muft think that 
they have a right to refume them when they caa, 
and to abrogate any laws pafled during what they 
confider as an ufurpatipn, that may iiand in rheir 
way. That on the principle of immediate libera- 
tion, and W/w//^^/ communication of the rights of 
man, this would be in their power; — and that a mo- 
derate excrcife of abfolute power in fuch circum- 
ftances, could not be expefted even from the moft 
enlightened people. 

That that the mafs of the Catholics are fubjeft to 
the influence of their priefts in an undue degree; 
and that under their djredion the lower orders would, 
in cafe of a fudden 'revolution, compel their more 
enlightened fuperiors to yield to their defires ; and 
among other alterations, to reftore their hierarchy 
to its former «fplendour and power; as the eflablilhed 
religion of che land. 

That for thefe reafons, though they longed far 
an entire abolition of invidious and opprefiive diftinc- 
tioQS, for the general cxercife of e'very franchixe. 
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fhty eottld not vote for the accomp1i(hment of tkii 
pbje^, otherwife than from time to time^ — commenc? 
ing at prefent with fome ei&ntial conceflioDS. and 
progrefiively encrcafing, as the circumflances of th^ 
country and the welfare of the whole kingdom would 
permit. 

That ihofe who infifl on the propriety of admit- 
ting every denomination of ixjien to eledlive fuffrage* 
^n the principle xYis^i per/ons not pnpirty (hould be 
reprefented, and that it Ihould go to ^he adraifllon of 
sientalferyants, or, according to the Duke of Rich- 
mond's plan, even to paupers thensfelves — fhould re- 
collect, that the mod enlightened aflcmbly the 
world ever faw, the French conftit(|ting aflembly, 
with tst^T'f due attention to the rights of man, madQ 
property one of the bafes of eleqive franchife.— - 
Unanimity f as far as it could be effeded without a 
violation oi priniipUj was ardently recommended.— 
That as the whole afTembly appeared to be of one 
mind touching the general principle^ it was for th? 
interetf of the Roman Catholic caufe that Belfaf^ 
ijiould corns to fach a decifion that day as would 
embrace tvtxy liberal man's ideas iq its favour.— 
That many of the 910ft refpedabk menibers of the 
town ; of thofe whofe names were long known as the 
cncouragers of every principle of freedom, civil and 
religioii^, could not go the whole length of thcf 
prayer of the petition, were it to declare a wifh that 
the emancipation ihould be if0ante^eom and uni'ver* 
Jdt, That the advice of a prudent Catholic divine, 
whatever his dignity in that church, froni the Curate 
of Belfaft, to the Titular Pnmate of Ireland — would 
be—'* let our friends of the North beware of divid* 
ing a town of foch cpnfequence, c^ fuch liberality 
fts this one. Let them remember that every decla- 
ration in our favour i^ a poin^ gained; and mu(| 
eventually lead to matters of higher confequence.— ^ 
That generous fentiments unanimoufly declared by 
fuch a body, will do more to baniih prejudictf 
on bpth iidcs, than the mod forcible refolution carried 



ijaMft a riffpeftabic minority. THat tie ^epeWl 
of ^ great pare of the penal code was cheoifsprin^ 
df the diving fpirit of toleration exemplified ac thi^ 
tolunteer aflcmbly in Dunganndn, in 1782; that 
had more been then attempted , leTs perhaps had 
been obtained ; that we have fmce that period ex* 
perienced the decay of more religious prejudice thaa 
any equal portion 6f the hiil&ry of tnan can find a 
parallel to. — That there is a natural progrefs in 
hiiman affairs^ k flight attention mud convince 
tvery man ; and that, as one favourable (lep is the 
parent of another^ in gradual meafures we hiave the 
heA chance for fuccefs^" 

Having now gone thro' m«ft of the argameatf 
tfrhich we at prefent can recolle^i, with fome tricing 
additions, for the purpofe of CQnne£lion» we ihall 
conclude by mentioning the iiTue of the day^s pro^ 
ceedings— and reminding our readers, inhabitants 
df Beitaft, x>f the falutary advice which fell withfo 
much propriety from a divine of thef Proteilant 
Diflenting^ Church fDr, Bruct) : that we were 
inet on a glorious principle, the relief of our Catholie 
brethren i that tvtry allowance fhonld be made ^ 
the unavoidable fliades of difference,' which in a 
queftion of fuch magnitude mull occur between the 
tnoft enlightened minds ^ — that being all of one 
Opinion regarding the general fubje^, it was 6ur 
duty to prefer ve the moft perfedk harmony, let tho 
i£ae of the day's bufinefs be what it may'; and that 
any afperity which the ardour of debate may poi£bI/ 
induce, fiiotild be forgotten with the moment, 

Thb queflion for exp»mging was then pot, afl4 
iarried by a very confiderable majority.' 

The petition, as amended,* and forwarded to Mf« 
O'Neill for presentation^ is an neifed* 

A motion was made by Mr. Joy, that the refolution 
which fudceeds the petition fhould pafs, reipedting 
the clergy and laity of the Roman Catholic perfu»- 
fioQ coming /orward with a declaration of their 
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ffiigjGu* fentimc^nts, as far as they airconneClef^with 
c'vil and psiiticai Irherty ; and. it was fully explained 
thac the expeA»tion was that their clergy and laity 
ihottid da it as /efarat$ bodies — ^wbich refoJatioa 
lavirg met with an uaanitnous concurrence^ the af<« 
£cmbiy adjourned » 



BELFAST, 28rH JANUARY, ^jgi. 

At a vtry uttmeroos and re fpc liable meetii!>g ©f 
iSsc Town of Belfaft, cooveircd by public advernfe- 
ment, iigned by 53 inhabltan^cs, held in tke towi^f 
koirfe, and from theii<5e adjourned,, fof want of 
xeom,. to the New Meeting- Hotafe : 

THE REV. SINCLARE KELBtJRM 

IN THE C»AIK : 

A MOTkON Was made and fecoaded,, that a cofiir 
mittee b0 now appointed to prepare a Petition to 
Parliament, and tvhat the Prayer of faid Petition be 
a^ follows : 

Ihat our Roman Catholic brethren have long been^ 
and ftill are, in a degraded l^tuation, fiona nume- 
rcos reilridlive and penal fiatutes hanging over 
them ; and confeions as we are, that the profpe* 
ricy,. happinefs^, and impiovement of this coan- 
try, n>Bft evcntoally depend on an. uTijon of' iiate* 
vcits ainong all religions denominations of the in* 
habitants — We therefore pray tiie Icgiilature may 
be pleaied to repeal, (from tin^e to tim«, and as 
fpeedily as the circurpftances of the country, an^ 
the, welfare of the whole kingdom wiH* perrtilt) 
all penal and reftriftive ftatutes at pre font in exift^ 
cnce agaiiift the Roman Catholics of Ireland ;. that 
they may be thus reflored- to the ran^k and con^ 
quence of citizens. 

A motion was made and feconded, that faid Pe- 
tition be. an)i«»c!cd,. by expunging the foUowiir^ 
words-^" froB» time ta time, aadastpecdily as xW% 
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Circumftances of the country, ilnd the welfare of ths 
whole kingdom will permit"— whic^h motion, after a 
long debate, paiTed in the affir/native^ by a very 
large inajority, 

A MOTION was made and feconded, that the faid 
petition, as now amended, do, llaQd* tlie petition of 
the inhabitants of Belfail to parliament, which paEed 
ia the affirmative, without a diviiion, 

A MOTION was made and feconded, that tht foU 
loMang be the preamble to faid petition : 

To the Right Hon. and Honourable the Kights, 
Citizens/ and BurgefTes, in Parliament aiTem bled; 

The humble Petition of the Inhabitants of the Towa 
of Be! fail, by public ad verfiifement . convened in 
the Town-Houfe-»- ' 

Which pafled uninimouflv. 

A MOTION was made and ieconded^ that the faid 
petition be copied fair — iigned by the inhabitants, 
and enclo.fed in a letter ,^om our* chairman to the 
Right Hon. John O'Neill, requeiling him/ in the 
name of the town, to prefent the fame to parliament^ 
which pafled unanimoufly. 

A MOTION was made and feconded, that W6 think 
it tho duty, as well as the intereft, of the clergy and 
laity of the Roman Catholics' of Ireland, to follow 
the recent example of fifteen hundred Catholics of' 
England, by making a folemn declaration of their 
religious principles, as far as they are connected with 
civil and political liberty — which paiTed unanimoufly* 

Resolved unanimouflv. That the proceedings of 
the day be publifhed, twice in the Dublin Evening 
PoU, and in each of the Belfafl News- papers. 

SINCLARE KELBURN. » 

THE.Chairhian having left the chair, and James 
Fergufon, Elfq. having been called to it— - 

Resolved unanimoufly. That the warm eft thanks 
of thifi meeting are due to oar chairman, for his very 
impartial and proper conduct in the chair. 

JAMES FERGUSON, - 



{ 34 ) 

. BELFAST, JANUARY I9, 179^. 

AT s numerous and refpefitable meeting of the 
Catholics of Belfaft and its diftrid : 

THE KtV. HtrCH O'OONNELL, P. P. 

IN THE 'tHAlR : 

The foliowing Refolutions were dnanimoofty 
agreed 4:0 : , 

RESOLVEi^/'That tlie hiche^tb peaceable demea- 
nour of th^ Catholics 6f Ireland, ttiuft give the 
legiflatnr^ the'-moft unequivocal proof of their Joy« 
alty to his Mktj^Ry, obedience, to laws, and Attach- 
ment to the cenftittttion of the realm* 
''.RfsoirYED, That th^ general committee of the 
Catholics of Dublin, deputed as they are by the 

fencral voice of our body from all part^ of the king- 
Od), is, ai)d.ottg))t to be, tbe only orgafi through 
which our ^opinions can be declared, and ' through 
which onr fenliments, can ..or ought to be made 
known ; and .we folicit that committee of friends 
and patriots^jifi the cauie of, our emancipation, to 
accept our' fincere and warnlefl thanks, fbr their 
vnifcH-m zeal ia fupporting onr caufe, by huknbllf 
applications to the legiilature in our behalf. 

Rbsoi/Vev, That we deteft and hold in abhor- 
rence any individual, however exalted his rank or 
fitufttion, who fleps forward with, infidious zeal a):d 
untrue fabricatioQSy to reprefent us as a biVinfed 
People, iNDiprERENT to that degree of emanci- 
pation which the general committee are cohHitoti- 
onally, and we trufi: not ineffe£tually, folicitlng 
from government ; and well knowing that our fed 
entertain no principles hoftile to the conflitutloii, w6 
bold in abhorrence the fentiments fet fqrth in a 
late addrefs, 'f that any circum/fances, or fitoation 
.of the empire, fhoQJd render the repeal of all. pe- 
nal ftatutes dangerous or impolitic." 

Resolved, That as fome doubts may ftHl e)ci(l, 
from jnalignant iniinuatious having gone forth, that 
our worthy Protcftant Brethren of uJfter, (who have 
lately fo diAinguifhed themftjves, by foiming the 
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Societies of United Iriflimen, by their proceedings 
At the late town meeting,[*] and by other public afts 
in our ifavour) are not fincerc in their cxprcffions, 
IS ret forth in their liberal declarations, we chear- 
fully ftand forward to affert, that fuch infinuation* 
^re groundlefs arid void of truth ; and that we with 
great pleafure contemplate that true fpirit of chnf- 
Sanity which produces the harmony, brotherly love, 
and affeftion iiibfifting among us. ... 

Resolvep, f hat our warmeft thanks be given to 
Mr. Patrick Byrne, Mr. Richard Crofs, and Mr. 
James R. Kelly, our three worthy reprefcptatives m 
'the general committee. 

Resolved, That thefe our unanimous refolutions 
be publiOied in the Dublin Evening Poft, ia the 
Belfaft Ne\ys-Letter, and the Northern Star. 

Signed by order of the meeting, 
HU O'DONNELL, Chairman, 



AT a meeting of the Third Society of 
United Irishmen of Bclfaft, on the 23d of J a- 



nuary, 170Z : 1 t r 1 

ResoLVED unanimooay, m we adop* 'J%f J" 
lowing as the engagement of o""; P^?')''**.'*"'*.*^ 
our country and to each other, to be fubfcribed by 
every member on his admiffion, viz. We pledge 

• Thi. alludei to a weting of FrechUtn of *eco«j!- 
ty of A«^im. refedeot at Bclfaft, "fpeaing a KnUjht 
<* the Shire in the room of Lord Langford, on the Utb. of 

January, I79». ««":«>f ?'«'=•' ^*'j'""**°f?<!t'f«eholders at 
■ "Tl4t veconfider the proceeding, of the fr":" „t" " 
the Ute county meeting, held at Ballvmena. defery.ng our 
figheft approbltioa, in 'Saving eftablidied -^ro^^f'!^ 
be taken'^W every Candidate for the reprefcntauon of he 
e^ty^^uft. in which an adequate reprefentation cf the 
mlmoTxn the Comn««' H>ufi, form, the pnncv»l /«" 
iire-Treprefentation, i»hich when introduced and efta- 
lufl^de^ «Wpri«i>fti, induding everv «lf ?"» ^^"P- 
tiorof Iri(hmen. mutt procure all thofe tcttcficial me^r^ 
jCi) properly pointed out m fei* te ft. 
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eurfelvet to oar Coantry, and mutually ^o each 
other» that we vfiU ileadily fupport, and ehdeayoar, 
by all due means, to carry ifito efcdl th^ foilQwing 
Refolutions ; 

ift, ResolveDj *' That the weight of EngHil^ 
•* influence in the government ^f this country, is 
*f fo great as to require a cordial union among all 
" the people of Ireland, to maintain that balance 
" which is efTential to the prefervation pf our liberl 
" tieS| and thf exteniion of our commence. 

;jd, Resolved, ** That the fole cpnflitutjonal 
" mode by which this influence can be pppofed, it 
'* by a compleac and radical reform of the repre- 
?' (entation of the peoplie in Parliament. 

3d, '* That no reform is prafticable, efficacious, 
" and juft, Which fli^iir n6{ include Irishmen of 
** fv^ry religious perfuafipn," ' 

Signed by order, 

ALEX. WATT, Sec, 



BELFAST, 3OTH JANUARY, 1792, 

LEST any raifappcphcnfions fhould arife refpc6l| 
ing the difference of opinion which took place at the 
4atc meeting of Protejlant and Roman Catholic in- 
habitants of this town, held on Saturday laft : We 
the underfigned, who diifent, in a certain degree, 
frona the proceedings pf tha^ day, think it proper Of 
declare, that tif ^nly point of di{Ference was---whe- 
ther the entire enffanchifement of the Roman Ca- 
tholics of Ireland, including suffrage at elec- 
tions, fhouldbe imfnediatt \ or fro^rejffi'vt — * • from 
time to time, and as fpeedily a3 the circumftances 
of the country, and the general welfare pf the whol^ 
Itingdom will permit.'' 

^The words marked with inverted commas were 
thofe which were expunged from the prayer of 
^he petition.] 
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Wxij/Brlftow, Som. Alex. Bailie 

of Bclfaft Robert Kiugfrnill 

A.H.Haliday.M.D.Charlcs Brett 
Wm. Bruce, D. D. Thomas Banks 
R. Meade, (Revd.) George Bamber 
P. Vance, (Revd.) James Black 
John Ewing Arthur Bunt in 

John Holn^ef Jn. Holmes, juar. 

Wad. Cunninjglujii; Alex. Gordon 
Tho8. Hyde R. Me. Clancy 

Barth. Fullef John MiJford 

Henry Toy John Robinfon 

John Ammore David Thoburn 



Cun. Greg 
NarciflTus Batt 



John Hrowa 
John Fergufon 



John H. Houftpn Samuel Law 
Jas. Briftow(KAt.^ Chas. Mackenzie 



Sam. H. Batt 
Hill Wallace 
Robert Holmes 
John Brown 
David Dunn 
James Holmes 
Robert Davis 
Stewart Banks 



Thomas Cavan 
Andrew Macncvin 
Jas. Montgomery 
Samuel Fergufon 
John M*Cammoa 
J^mes Martin 
Alex. Moretan4 
James Wipr 



Robt. Apfley, M* P^ Hugh Graham 
John Clarke Robert Hilditch 



Thos. Greg 
Wm. Seed 
Sam. Brown 
Wm. Burgcfs 
Wra, Burden 
Val. Jones 
John Alexander 
Jvhn Cranflon 
George Blac)e 
Alex Orr 
Tohn Brown 
Wm. Stevenfon 
Wm. Irvin 
John Campbell 
Charles Ranken 



Chrift. Hudfon 
Adams M*Ma(ler 
Simon M'Creary 
Robert Hodgfoa 
Francis Joy 

John Thoburn 
of. Thoburn. fenr. 
Marcus Ward 
Jofeph Smith 
Wm. Stewart 
Samuel Smitk 
George Beck 
Harris Beck 



{ofeph Beck 
ol - • 



)hn Reid 



J. Mattear, M. P* flichard Murdoch 



George Joy 
James Rrgufon 
John Hamilton 
Robert Gordon 
James Clclalkd 



James Moore 
Thos. M*Cracken 
Arch. Stewart 
Wm. Wajkcr. 
Ilubcrt ILiliQt 



James Willia-mfoil ' 
James Muliin 
George Robinfoi| 
Wm. Irwin 
James M'Ad<im 
James Steele 
Robr. Montgomery 
Adam Brown 
James Ruffelt 
Henry Bkraklcy 
Wm. Donaldfon 
Robt. M'Milltn 
John M* Curdy 
Andrew M'Clnne 
David M<Adam 

ianfes Park 
ohn Laficelles 
Wm. Lafccllcs 
John Sanders 
Stephen Strickland 
Jofeph Germain 
Thomas Anfley 
Jf)hn M«Nair 
John Germain 
Thomas Gray 

John Moor 
ohn Frafcr 
Francis Warrick 
Henry Milholiand 
James Sk)an 
Robt. Singleton 
Thomas Allen 
Wm. Allen 
James Ainfwortl^ 
Samuel Smith 
Robt. M'Doweli 
Henry Ingram 
Michael Smyth 
Saml. M'Cutchii| 
Wm. Greer 
Alex. Brown 
Clotw. M'Quii^ 
Wm. Fletcher 
Nat. Main 
Alex. M'Neilly 
John Boyd 
Wm. CamphcH 
Wm. Tay Of 



^ 



R, Gordon, Jun. 
Richard Bamber 
David Toml> 
John Gait Smith 
John Mathers 
ilobt. Bradfhaw 
Hugh Wilfon 
John Macartney 
John Hcnderfon 
^bel Hadiki» 

Jolun Grrgg 
as T. Kennedy 
TGco. Black, juajr. 
Sam. Hyde 
John Smylic 
Kobt. Stevenroo 
Sam. R&htnfoB 
\Vm. Thoinfon 
John Gclty 
Robert Wallace 
Pat Mc, Mafter 
Gilbert VVcbftcr 
Thoft. Andre>v8 
Wm. Seed, M.P, 
Edward Pattcrfon 

(Rcvd.) 
Ezek. I). Boyd 
Ezck D. Boyd, jun 
J. Hamilton, Rev. 
Francis Turnly 
Jofcph Stevenfon 
Val. Joyce 
Wm. England 
Wm. Gow 
James Crombee 
^aml. Brown 
*I hoirus Graham 
^uoh Kyle 
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Herd. Fitzfimonds 
James Graham 
Stewart XiOwry 
James Fras&er 
Jof. Moiiineaux 
James Miliikea 
Robert Brown 
Robert Gettv 
George Hcrdmjia 
Wm. MCune 
James White 
David GilliUnd 
Richard JLupA 
Thomas Herdmaa 
Robert Byart 
Robert Trimble 

ianics Law 
>avid Mttdiell 
Wm. Andcrfon 
John M'Kcc 
Samuel M'CleIlan4 
Jofeph Thoburn 
Robt. Henfdcrfoa 
Alex. Moody 
David Bradfor4 
Johp Tnrnfcy 
l<dward Hunt 
. G. B. Madden 
Tho9. 1-.ylc 
John Stevenfon 
Nicholas Mercer 
Richard Barne( 
Hugh Jelly 

James Johndon 
ohn Lynch 
Wm. M'Cormick 
Wm. Goyer 
N. Alexander 



David IrviB 
James M*Maftcf 
Conway CarletO|| 
John Baker 
George Rippet 
James B^ker 
Atch. M'Clurc 
Thos. Herdmaa 
Rolicrt Bailie 
Wm. Scott 
Walter .M*Mair 
Wm. Martin 
John Beatty 
Saml. lioddbn 
James Mulligan 
Charles Henry 
David Mollyneaux 
John Qilmore 
James Suffcren 
Jam^s JehnftoQ 
Samuel Mitchdt 
Wm. Sayers 
Thomas Fuhon 
Stewatt B. Craig 
John Sutton 
John H. Corbett 
John Elliott 
James Hunter 
Jos. Stevenfon, ji}Df« 
John Rgff. • 
Alex. Mc. Ilrath. 
John Mc. Millan 
Lewis H. Macklin« 

(Revd.)^ 
Wm. Atkinlbn 
Michael Campbell 
OrrReid 
lloberc ^cotl 
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fifiWASt ROMAN CATHOLIC SOCIETY* 

AT a meeting of the Roman Catholic inhabU 
tantiof the town dfBelfaft and its yicinicy^ held at 
iWr* Hugh DowelPs^on the 6th of April, 1792, 

Mr.. Iames Mooney, in the Chair: 

Thb declaration of the General Committee oftUa 
Catholics of Ireland being read paragraph by para- 
graph, the following refolutions were agreed to — 
' Rs90ev«B onanimoufly, That the declaration is 
ilri^Iy conformable with our principles as chriilians 
and Cathblics; agreeable to the tenets of the faith 
we have maintained, and that we will ever adhere 
to themx 

Re»oi.te& unanimouily. That we folemnly de- 
dare ^eiiiive never harboured opinions inimical to 
the civil, rdigioos, or political liberty ef mankind ; 
particttlarly of o«ir fellow^fubjedb cf a diffeient 
pcrfuafion^ 

- RE'9ot.vfii>uQanimouily^ That fo far from enter- 
taining the mo^ diflant thought of difturbing the 
tranquilHty'of tbe kingdom, by unfcttling the land- 
ed property thereof, our highelt ambition is to par- 
ticipate In the conilitution of our country ; and we 
do m^ft heartily concur in a iolemn declaration, that 
We never wiU join in any attempt to overthrow the 
Proteftant government of Iretand- 

Resolved unanimouily. That the thanks of this 
ttieetitig be prefented'to the Gtneral Catholic Com- 
inittee, for their ^ady, manly, and conilitution ai 
proceedings 4n tkcir lateapplication to the legiilature ; 
and we entreat they may perfevere ^ntil the e£^brxs 
be browned with fuccefs. 

' Resolv.ed unanimouHy,; Th^t the ii ncereft and 
moit grateful thanks of this n^eeting be^'^iven to the 
virtuous and enlightened members of the legiilature, 
who fu parted with their unrivalled abilities, the 
petition of three millions of his Majelly^s faithful 
iubjeds, in order to reftof e, them to their long Ivil 
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rights j attd ta obtain for them a participation ill 
the fcale of government^ with the minority of their 
ft'llow fuhjedts. 

Resolved ananimou(ly» That the warmeft than kf 
of this meeting be gfvt^n te William Todd Jones* 
and Theobald Wolfe Tone^ Efqrs. for their labori- 
oas and unwearied exertions, to refciie the charac- 
ter of the anhappy Catholics from- the afperfions of 
ftralevolent and bigoted Partisans f and for their 
uniform tenor of condudl to reftore the injured 
Catholic to the Hate tbat God and nature deiigned 
him for. 

Kesolved ttnantmoufly> That '* while memory 
holds her feat," we (hall never forget the glorious 
and philanthropic efFort our fellow citizens mado 
on the 28th of January laft» in being the BrU Pro- 
teftani body in the kingdom, who evinced that they 
felt for the fufferings of their Catholic brethren j 
by prefenting a petition in their beJhalf to the legifla* 
Cure ; and they are hereby requefled to accept of the 
Warm efFufions of hearts overflowing with graiitudd 
for the fame. 

Resolved nnanimouily. That our cY«atrman 
tranfmit a copy of the ab6ve refolutions to Edward 
Byrne, Efq. chairman of the Cathoiic Committee« 
Wm. T. Jones,, Efq. and Theob. VNolfc Tonc^J^fq, 

Resolved unaninroufly. That the ab^ve relolu<r 
tions be publiihed twice in the Biclfaft newfpapersi 
and National Journal, 

RtisoLVED unanimouily. That '5000 copies of 
the declaration of the General Catholic Committee 
of Ireland, with thefe our refolutions, be printed in 
hand bills. 

JAMES MOQNEY. 

Mr. Mooney having left the chair^ and Mr. 
Heyland having taken it. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting be 
given t(^Mr. Mooney, for his praiie worthy condud 
in th^ ciiair. 

CHARLES HEYLAND. 
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The following is a copy of the letter from Edward 
Byrne, Efqi Chairman of the General Commit- 
tee of the Roman Catholics of Ireland^ to the 
Revd. S. Keiborn, as chairman of the meeting 
of the inhabitants of Belfaft^ held 28th Januar/i 

St a» 

IN compliance with the inflradions of the General 
Committee of Roman Catholics, I inclofe you a 
copy of the refolutions which pafied at our meeting 
oa this day. 

I AM dire£ted to afTure you, that we feel a deep 
fenfe of the obligations we owe to you, and your 
worthy fellow-citizens of Belfaft, for the marks of 
kindnefs which we have, on former occaiions, re- 
ceived from you, and particularly for the petition 
which you have lately determined to prefent to par- 
liament in our behalf. 

W E hope this petition will have its due weight with 
^t legiilature ; at all events, it will remain a lad- 
ing monument of your liberality and patriotifm. — 
Indeed we are convinced that you long regretted, * 
the' you did not feel in your own perfons, the 
weight of the abfurd prejudices which difturbed^ 
and ilill continue to didurb, the harmony of focial > 
life, and to divide the people of Ireland intodiftindt, 
and almoft hoftile, communities.— We now, how- 
ever, look with confidence for a mellorat'on of na«> 
tional manners ; and we hope your example will 
induce others to lay afide their animofities againfl 
us, and to accept the fricndihip which we are ambi- 
tious to cultivate with our countrymen of every re- 
ligious denomination. 

Notwithstanding the calumnies which are 
daily propagated to our difad vantage, and theinfidions 
arts which bad men employ to keep one part of 
Ireland in a date of fullen feparatioo from the other, 
we venture to prognofticate the approach of that- 

G 
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sfurpid(%> da)r, wh^n the people of thu cMntry^ 
moalded into one common mafs by the comprelliog 
hand of the fame prote^ing fyftem, (hall ceale to 
have any other objea in view— than the pablic good 
and public happineis. 

Among the various defcriptions of men whom 
Providence has placed in the fame country, there lU'C 
featureiof moral diftindlion, as well as of moral re- 
femblance, and yet the bunnefs of fociety is carried 
on under all the known varieties of temper^ opioiony 
and ability : — in the fame manner. we conceive that 
a difference of fentiment, with regard ta religioas 
dodlrines and modes of worfliip, would not be 
likely to impair the llrength and unity of the (late. 
-^Thefe is one point in which we all agree— the 
civil and political welfare of onr country ; and bjr 
this point do the Roman Catholics wiih to be coa- 
nefled with their countrymen , it a coramen bond of 
fellowfhip and conftitutional right* 

W E feel no political infufiicieny or defedl which 
f&ould exclude os^ in any refpeffc^ from the bofom 
of our country^ and we are happy to find that you 
viewns in the fame light. ReiUng on this proof oi 
your liberality, we trufl, however, that you will 
not charge us with any degeneracy of fpirit, if, 
willing to gratify the prejudices^ which SLvp Ml to 
be found antong many of our countrymen, we folicit 
admlfiion into the conftitiition, on fuch terms at 
ihall offer as little violence as poflible, to the feelings 
of men, who think that every change is an hazar- 
dous experiment, and that every link taken from 
the chain of opprefiion is likely to produce anarchy 
inilead of order, public tumult inftead of public 
\fecurity. 

The obje£lof ourprefent application is therefore 
a partial admiilion only to the rights of free fubjeds, 
but if ourfuccefs (houldgo beyond ou^ expe^ations, 
we fhall feel a more lively fenfe of gratitude to 
thofe, who with fuch a fuperiority to prejudice havo' 
declared us worthy of total emancipation^ 
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If we havie ventured to call the attention of oar 
coantry to oar ferious and manifold grievances, it 
is not to Jcindle civil difcord^ but to ftrengthen the 
bondi of civil union, and to give to our Proteftant 
brethren an opportunity of ennobling their own 
charader and tnat of our common country^ by a 
generous triumph over the j^aloufies and antipathies 
which have for(:ed us from pur natural rank in fo- 
eiety. 

Wy AT EVE 8. may be our fate, whether we fhall 
be received into the Confiitution, or dlfmiffed from 
its door wif h difijain ; we (hall ever retain a grateful 
remembrance of the patriotic exertions of you and 
your fellow-cid;&ens in our favor, and we earneftly 
iolicit a continuance of your friendfhip and patron* 
age. You have fet an example of true public 
fpirit to Ireland, and to Europe at large^^-and we 
flatter ourfelv^s th^t you could npt nave better 
evinced your love of liberty, than by the means 
which you h^v/s r^ecomniended for its confervation | 
a con^naunication of its bleffings to t^^ Roman Ca- 
tholics of this country. 

I AM further dire^ed by the General Committee 
to infprm yo9 that, altho' our oath of allegiance 
contains in fubftance an explanation of our tenets 
and opinions, yet in deference to your advice, we 
have it und^jr confideration to follow the example of 
Several Englini Roman Catholics, by making a fo- 
Jemn declaratipn of our ^eligiops principles, as far 
as they are connedied with civil and religious liber « 
ty ; which wehope will give fatisfadtion to all, who 
like you, are open to convidion founded on truth 
^nd reaipn^ 

I have the honor to be, 

with the greateft refpedl, 

your's itncerely, 

EDWARP BYRNE, 
Dublin, 

jOi February, 1793. 
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AT a meeting of the General Committee of 
Roman Catholics, held at the King's Arms, in 
Fownes's-ftreet, on Saturday the 4th day of Febru- 
ary, 1792: 

EDWARD BYRKE, ESQ^ 

IN THE CHAII^, 

The following Refolntions ^¥ere ananimoufly 
•greed CO : 

Resolved, That the warmeft thanks of this 
General Committee be given to the inhabitant? of 
Belfaft, who with a liberality that dpes the greaceil 
honour to themfelves and ^0 their co|intry, have 
agreed to prefent n Petition to Parliament for the 
repeal of the penal and redridive flatutes under 
which the Roman Catholics of this |cingdom at pre- 
fent labour. 

Resolveq, That the cl^airman of this meeting 
be requeued to forward a copy of the above Refolu- 
(ions to the chairman of the Relfail meeting, ac- 
companied with a letter, expreflive of our gratitude 
to hia and ki& fello^y^cifiien^. 

EDWARD BYRNE, 

CHAIRMAN, 



MXMCUriON Of THE lAW, 
BV THE CIVIL POWER. 

APRIL 14, 1792. 

ON Thurfday mprning laft, a detachment of the 
Belfaft Firft Volunteer Company, marched at the 
requeft of the iherifF of this county, in order to aid 
him in taking ppfTeflion of ^ houfe and farm, in the 
town land of Derrymorc, and barony of Uppcr- 
Maflereene, which was forcibly withheld. The 
party marched at fix o'clock in the morning, with 
pne of the company's field pieces, (a brafs ^x- 
poun4er) and arrived at Uie fpot (diftant 20 mile^) 
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about two p*cIock. — Upwards of an hour havia^ 
been fpent in fruitlefs cntreaiies and re mo nil ranees, 
to prevail qpon the deluded people to give up the 
poffe/Iion peaceably, and every proposal of repre- 
fenting their condud in the moft favourable point 
of view, to the proprietor of the lands, having been 
rejeded ; at three o'ckjck the (hcriff ordered the 
corps to fire upon the houi'e, which was occupied 
by a coniiderable body of very defper^ce banditti^ 

in fupport of the poffcfTors. A hot a6lion im- 

xnediatcly commenced, in which the occupiers made 
every exertion, as well by a continued fire from the 
houle, as by fallies^ and annoying the p^^ty froni 
the hedges. 'Ihe aflailants^ However, rapidly adr 
yanced, and kept up a well-direded fire from the 
artillevy and fmall ar.ms : — ^about four o'clock^ the 
boufe (tho' very flrong) having been much Shat- 
tered, the occupiers, who had retired in the rear, 
began to malce their pfcape in different diredions ; 
about ten of the mod timid, who vyere the firft in 
Pying, got off in a -boat over Lo«ghncagh, fome 
others eicaped by land, but four of the ring-leader? 
(including two of the people who held the pofleilioa) 
were apprehended, and delivered over to the Ma- 
giftrates and Conftables of the diftri^, iq order tp 
be fent to the county gaol. Thus a decided con- 
iqueft has been obtained by the corps over the op- 
pofers of the laws of the land, in one of the* wildef| 
and mod lawlefs diiVids in this par^ of the king- 
dom. 

Jt gives OS much pleafurc to apnounce,, that in 
the execution of this important bufincfs, no in- 
dividual was materially hurt. — The detachment 
returned to Lifburn on Thurfday evening, having 
marched upwards of thirty-two mjles, and arrived 
Jiere yefterday morning, without the flighted injur/ 
pr accident having happened to any individual. 

The parties who held the polTeflion forcibly, 
were not the defcendants of the former occupiers, 
y/fao had been tenants at will^ but dift4nt relatipn?^ 
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Miho thtrxidfd themfelves upon the pretniflea, an4 
v^ho bad oo claim on the inheritance, either in fai^f 
ff^rtjpf pr fev^vp/ettce, 

TfiB ihpritf coulnl not» on (his occaiion, obtai|i 
fad from the arm/» without a certi^cace of his in- 
capacity to i?n force the law with th« civil power-^ 
»Bd fucb a certificate, it was thought, would ngt 
©oly he a';^r/?f^/ to the CoyNTV of AwTRiM-f- 
Jn»c would tend to the extenilon of the inf^mom 
f^dtci Mill, to this quarter pf the Jcingdonif 



rO WAVDEL CUNmNGHAMt ^S^ 

CAPTAIN OF THE 
BEJLFAST ri)ElST VOLUNTEER COMPANY, 



S I R, 



I EEqyi^sT you will accept, and have the good* 
isefs to prefent, my warmell thapks to the ether 
members of the Fii^^st Qouynny, for the very 
l^ind and honourable fupport I have experienced 
frcm you in tbp execution of the law ;-^I am alto- 
gether vnj^ble to fay how much I feel perfonally tl^r 
obligation, from t:he flattering manner of it, or 
JLow much I admired the deady perfisverance of thp 
Company through a march of forty milesr— and a 
iervice both hazar4pps ^n4 fatig^ifig. I know the 
objeA of the Company was to enforce tbjb 
iLAw ; and rely that this proof of their s^eal and re- 
ibli^tion, by making it evident that reMancemuft be 
inc^e^nal, will in future prevent \l ; ^nd I am perr 
goaded that on this occasion, you hsive rendered ft 
fi^ and highly eiTpntial iervice to your country. 
I remain. Sir, yoor obliged, • 
and mofl obedient humble ferrant, 

ALEX. M*NEILI., 

yndcr-iheriff of the County Antrim, 
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COUNti' OS JNTHIM. 

At a General Quarter Seillons of the Pcace^ 
htld at Antrim, in and for the county of AQCrim, 
the 19th of Aprils ^792^ the Juillces ihea and 
there aflembled, did unanimoufly rcfolve that the 
thanks of the Bench be returned to Waddel Can- 
fiinghaniy Efq. and the Firft BelfafI Voliintecr 
Company, under )kis command, for their manly Aud 
fpirited exertions in the fupport of the Jawsj hav- 
ing marched twenty miles with artillery an-d fuvaJl 
arms, to adlft the Sheriff of faid county in execuciaaj 
a writ of Habere on the lands of Derry more, iu the 
upper half baiony of MafTereene, in the poileiiioa 
of Patrick Corr and others, who with an ariaed 
force, not only oppoied the faid Sheriff in the ejce* 
CQtion of his office, but on the approach df the vo* 
lunteers, coaimenced a heavy and conllaau £re 
from behind hedges, and alfo from a dwellings 
houfc on faid lands, which laft they defended after 
a con(iderabIe part was battered down and 'till 
finally carried by aiTault^ 

Resolved unanimoufly. That the thanks of 
the Bench be returned to Mr. Alexander M*NeiiJ^ 
Under Sheriff of faid county for his fpirited ajad 
proper condudl on the above, occaiion. 

By Order of the Court, 

SAMUEL HERON, 
A€^iog ClerJk of the Peace. 



POLISH REf^OlUTION. 



On. the 3d May, 179a, being the anfllverfary of 
the Revolution of Poland, a numerous and very re- 
fpeftable company of gentlemen, <}ined together 
^t the Donegal-Arms Inn, in this town, in order to 
commemorate ihat happy event. — Waddell Cunning- 
ham, Kfq. was appointed chairman, and aaia.'igl 
others, the fol.owing toasts %verc given ; 
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The Rerolation in Poland^ and its Patriot King;. 

-The Revolution of France— The Rights of Man, 

und Mr. Paine.— The tJovcricgnty of the People.— 

'I'bc King of Ireland.— The Prince of Wales May 

Phiiolophy enlighten ail Nations, and form the 
whole into one vaft family. -^The conftituting and 
JLegiilative AiTembiies of France. •^~' I he American 
Congrefs» and the illQilrious Waniington.*^Lord 
Chariemont and the Volunteers of Ireland. — X5th 
February, 1782.— The Society for the abolition 
ef the Slave Trade. — The Revolution Society of 
Loud on. -^T he Conquerors of the French Baltile. — 
The i\ emory of all good citizens who have fallen 
in the caufc of Liberty. — The Liberty of the Prefs. 
— Mr. Fox, and fuccefs to his Bill, for rendering 
Truth no longer a libel. — Mr. Grattan, and the 
minority of the Houfe of Commons of Ireland. — 
An equal Reprefcntation of the People of Ireland, 
ia Parliament. — James Napper "1 andy, and a fpeedy 
check to unconftitutional and nnde£ned privileges^ 
— MAy the People of Jreiand be united, and all 
eujoy equal Liberty. — Magna Charta, and \he Ba- 
tons of Runcymede.— An hearty drubbing to the 
King of Hungary, and all the enemies ot France. 
kiSLY we be Ipcedily called upon to celebrate the 
emarcipation of all the enfiaved nations of the 
world. 



May 18, 1792. 

THE Bclfaft Second Society of United Irifhmen, 
at a meeLing on Tucriday evening, unaaimouHy, re- 
folved on contributing their fiiare of money to afiift 
the people of France in the prefent war, undertaken 
in fupport of the new conftitution of that conn try— 
and that they will continue lo to do while the pre- 
ieut war, in defence of the liberties of mankind, 
may luii# 
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AT a general meeting of the Nohtherk Whig 
Club, held on the t5ch Jiuie» 179^9 (Annivcrr^ry 
of Mlagna Charta) : 

EDWARD JONES AONEW, ES<^ 
IN TMB CHAIR* 

Tng fQllowing Refolutions were unanimoufljr 
agrce4 CQ : . 

That w4 have obftrved wUh pleafare, the io- 
trodq^iiop aad fuQcefs of a bill in the Houfe of 
Coramooa of Creat'SrUain, declaratory of the' 
pover of Ju.Ri8a ia ioat(9l9 of Libel. 

That it is our ardent wilh that a bill for the fame 
purpofe may be carried through the two Houfes of 
Legiilature ia Ireland* and become the law of this 
land. 

That we highly admire Mr, Fox, that fteady 
friend to civil and 'religious' liberty, as the original 
mover in thcUritiih Hovfe Qf Commons of a bill 
fo long wanted* to fettle: th^e .intent of the la^> by 
making its fpiric and pr^iee agree ;*^a9 well aa 
Eari CamJen, for the ability and copiifiency with 
which he fupporicd u iaiti f r^r^f^ thro* th(| Hpufe 
of Lord«. 

Admiring as wa. 99 (ho principles aqd ftruc-» 
tare of our Conftifiation* W^ thiuk it incumbent on 
us to exprefa our ardi^ot wi;^i that it may fopn be. 
rendered as perfe^ ^4 fn^ii* As \^ is dt jurf ; or* ia 
other words.* chat the people 91 ay fpeedily come to, 
be fairly and ej}ually repnefeQted in the LegiflaturC; 
(^ bo(h Kingdoms. 

;P)WARD JONES AG^EW, 
CHAIRMAN. 



NATIONAL MUSIC OF IRELAND. 

A RESPECTABLE body of the inhabitants of Bel- 
faft having publifhcd a plan for reviving the antient 
mufic of this country, and the projedt having met with 
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fach tvLppbrt stnd approbation as maft iofitre\f6c-> 
ctfs to the andertaking, Psrpormbrs on th^ 
Irish Harp are reqaefted to aflS:mble in this town 
on the xoth day of July next^r when a confiderable 
fum will be diftribated m premioms, in proportion 
to their refpedtive merits. 

It being the intention of the coaifmitt^e thdt everf 
performer ihali receive /onu premium, it it hoped 
that no Harper will decline attending on account of 
his having been unfuccefsfiil on any former occafion^ 

ROBERT BRADSHAW, 

Belfaft, Secretary and Treafarer^ 

i6th Aprili >79?' 

NATIONAL MUSIC OF IRELAN0. 

jutv 13, 1792I. 

THE ntfmb^f of Harpers that were' prefent in ovtt 
Exchange Rooms on Wedntfday lail, and who are 
to continafe to afTemble in the faitte place for three 
days longer, were Uff^B. fafficient proof of the de- 
clining ftate of that imple bat expr/^xe infirument^ 
and of the propriety or kol£f)g oat «i^iny lore to 
prevent the original mnfic of this country from te- 
mg loft. As a principal ttiotive in this andertaking 
was to revive fome of the moft . ancient airs^ now 
nearly obfblete,- their dates and authors perhaps for 
ifentnries unknown, pains will be taken to reduce 
CO notes fuch of thoft that have been played on 
this occafion, as may lead to a general . pBb!i« 
cation of the beft fets of otsr tunes. Ko one that 
remembers the ex^uifite finger of Dominic* 
will heiitate to confefs the capability of the Harp 
of Ireland, and how worthy it is of prefervation« 
By fuch means alone can our national airs be faved 
from oblivion. Wales and Ireland have a national 
muixc, while England has none i if (he had, it would 
not, like that of the two firft countries^ bconlyiA 
the hands of a few icinerant tfUnftrclSt 
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The following U the order in which the parpen 

played: 

Pbnnis Dempsey, (blind) from the county o^ 

Deny, aged 86. 

^ETHua O'Neill, (blind) from the county of 

Tyrone, fged 55. 

CaaaLEs Fanning, from the county of Cavan, 

aged 56. 

Panibl Black, (blind) from thfB county* of 

Deny, aged 75. 

CHAaLBs BravE, from the county of Lei^rii^, 

age4 80. 

Hugh HrcGiNS, (blind) from thecoifnty of M4yo« 

aged 55. 

f ATaicK QjriN^ (blind) from the cqunty of Ar^ 

magh, aged 70. 

, William CAi|.a^ from the county pf Armag^^ 

aged 15, 

^osB MooNiy, (blind) from the county of 

Meath. 

Jambs Duncan^ frofn tl)e county pf Pown^ 

aged 4j. 

The Irifli Harper9 v^crt fucceeded by a ff^eijk 
one, whofe execution was very great. The contraft 
between the plaintiire tones of the Iriih inftrument, 
and the bold martial ones of the WeKh, had a 
pleafing effe& ; and marked a difference of characr 
ter between the two nations. 






« 
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I4TH JULT— 1792. 
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BELFAST REVIEW— AKD CELEBRATION 

OP THE 

FRENCH MrOLuriON, 



. ON Friday eveaiDg, the (cvcral co«ntry corpi 
inarched into town, and were billeted on the inha-* 
blunts i who were happy in renewing cxpreffions of 
^IFedion for their neighbtmrs and friends iii tt« 
fourteenth year fince the commie nee men t of reviews, 
fnd in the fixitenth of the voJutiteer acra. Aflem- 
blies of fmaller bodies than formerly, haying been 
deem«d beft calculated to preferve at prefent the 
xnilitary fpirit among the citizen-foldiery of Ireland, 
another review is to be held on Broughihane Moor 
Dti th« iirft of Auguft. The number of corps tihiA 
ivould otherwife have actemjed at Belfail haying ^^"^ 
|hus t:onfiderabIy reduced, it was not thought pro« 
per to call on the venerable General of the volunteer 
army of Ulfter, the Earl of Charlemont, to attend 
pn this !« occasion ; but the Rcvewing <jenera}| 
who aded in his roomj, was requeued by the coin- 
jniUee co make a regular return to his Lordfhip of 
ihcir numbers, flate of difcipline, &c. T^? ^°' 
tleroan appointed in hi« placf was Colon£l Shar- 
MAN, of Moira Ca^ille, who predded with fuch 
dignity laft year in the pivil aiTembly of the inha-? 
bitants of Belfail and its neighbourhood, at the ce- 
lebration of the French Revolution. An ui\expeftcd 
illnefs having prevented that juftly admired charac- 
ter from filling an office for which he was (q cmi» 
nently qualified. Major Crawford, of Craw- 
ford's-burn, was unanimoufly nominated to ad as 
B^eviewing General ; in tellimony of the refpe^ due 
fp decided virt^ie in public and private life. 
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Oir Saturday morning a brigade was formed m 
High ftreejc, extending from the liank to the Quay ; 
and. the wKolc were marched oiF to the old review* 
ground in the Fidls^ at about eleven o'clock, by 
ihe £xercifing Officer, Major M'Manus. 

On their return to town, at three o'clock, there 
was & Qrand Proceffiony the order of which it 
mentioned underneath, and feu dejoye$ were fired in 
Linen-faalMlreet by the whole body, in honour of 
that day, which prefenced the (ublime fpeda- 
cle of near otit Jixtk of the whole inhabitants of 
Europt burning their chains, and throwing off, aU 
moft in an inlknt, the degrading yoke of iiavery. 



ORDER OF THE MILITARY AND CIVII, 

P^OCESSION^ 



f 



l^AJOR CRAWFOKD, GENERAL AKD PS.ESIDENT 

FOR THE DAY. 

JBelfaft Troop of Light Dragoons, Captain Thoma^ 

Brown — 17. 

Major M'Manus, Exercififig-OJicer^ 
and his Aides de Camps. 

Artillery of the Belfaft Firft Company (their 

number included in that of their 

corps uhdei mentioned.) 

The Colours of five free nations — viz. 

Flag of Ireland — motto. Unite and he free. 

Flag of America — motto, The Jfylum of Liberty^ 

Flag of France — motto, T^he Nation, the La^^ 

and the King., 

Flag of Poland — motto. We luill fvpfort it. 

I'lag of Great Britain — motto, JViJdom, Spirit, 
and Liberality to the People, 

A Flag was prepared for the Dutch, (but no one 
fould be fpuivd to bear itj wl^p '^'Ci-c to be reprercnte4 
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by a piece of eommsn woollen ((uff» half hoifted oo % 
pole, and to be booted by the populace ; on accoanft 
.of the States having joined the 'wicked con/fir acy of 
tyrant J againft the Libs an es of 41 an : 

llpTTO, 
f Heav'ns / bfnv unlike their Belgian Sires of Old l^ 

Portrait of Dil. FrANKLiK-r-ropltto, ** Where 
Liberty jfj, 71)£k.e is n^ Country %** 

Belfaft Firft Company, Captain ConninghaiQ^ ipi 

Mpckamore Fq:(ileers, Captain Siyan^ 42 

Larnc, Captain Lieutenant Parrel, 46 

Jlandalftown, Captain Dickey, So 

Moira, Captain B'ateman, -.. : 75 

iDromore Firft Company, Captain Vaughan, 49 

Villa Independents, Captain Hamilton, 30 

pi^llynahinch. Captain Armdrong, 104 

I'ptal number of Firft ^rigadp 53:2 

Artillery of Bel^ft Blues (numbers included in 
thofe of th^V corps in Secpnd Brigade.} 

THp GREAT SJANIIAJUO, 

Elesrated on a triumphal car, (i^^wn by four hoHS»s, 

with two Volunteers as fupporters, containing oa 

one fide of the canvas ^ r^pr^fentation cf^ 

THE HELBASEMENT OF THE PRISON&RS PROM 

THE BJSflLE. 

Motto^** Sacred to Liberty.** 

1^h$ reverfe contained a figure of Hibernia, onoL 
hand and foot in (hackles; a Volunteer prefenUlic 
to her a figure of Liberty.— Motto, 

^S.pof a People /c ^/ free, it is fujjiclent th$t tbey^ 

* • » 
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Beffaif BIttesj Captain Wm. Browiir, ^t 

Downpatrick, Captain Hawthorne, ^^ 

Dromore Light infantry. Captain Bodley j^ 

Carrickfergus, Captain Craig» - 56 

BroughQiasey Captain Daffin; - 6z 

Total atfrnbef of Second Brigade, 258 

[total NUMBBX 01^' frOTH BRIGADES, 79O.} 

Portrait of Monf. Mi k a be a v-^ Motto, *^ Cnn the 
"* African Sla*ve Trade, tho* morally nsjron^^ he 

POLITICALLY fight f** 

A confiderable nnmber of inbabitanta (i8o) from 
Carmoney and Templepatrick, formed p^rt of the 
proceilion, falling in at the nre of the volunteer body« 
They bore a green flag, with the following 

Mot T OS.—** Our Gallic hr^ther naas bofn Jul/ 

I4» '7895 
Alas I we are ftillin Mmhrjo,^ 

Rb VERSE. — ** Superfiitieus jeaUu/jy the caufe 0/ tht 
Irifi Bafitle. \ let us unite and deftroy it /'* 

The whole moved forward in the order related, 
thro* the principal ftieets of the town, accompanied 
by fach an xmmenfe multitade as never before ap- 
peared in this place. After the three feu dejayes^ 
the body of volunteers and citizens entered the great. 
fguare, within the Linen-hall, and having formed 
a circle, (elevated in the centre of which fat the 
Prejtdenty Major Crawford,) — 

Mr. William Sinclairb moved an Address 
TO THE National Assembly of France, in- 
ferted afterwards. After feme deliberation, but 
without the ilighteft appearance of oppoiition, it 
was carried without a fingle difFentient voice ; and 
with fuch energetic buriis of applaufe as declared 
that its principles had the fandion of every under- 
fianding, in an alTembly of about 1500, [accord- 
ing to the Belfalt News-Letter, or 5,000 according 
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to the Star,] that thus beheld the triumfh of hu^ 
man nature in the freedom tf France, It pa ay with 
great confidence be aflerted, that in no fpot in 
Earope has the French Revolvtion been cele- 
brated with more fp)endoar, rerioufnefs. and feeling, 
than in the town of Belfaft, if we except the very 
country where thai aftonifi^ing <v«nt took place. 

The particular hufinefs of the dwf being thus hap- 
pily difpofed of, the former mover propofed an ad- 
drefs to the People of Ireland [infcrted ttn« 
derneath].— A long debate took place, which did 
not terminate 'till feven o'clock in the evening ; 
turning upon a motion by Mr. Joy, for expunging 
the following paragraph which nands part of the 
addrefs, and inferting another in its room. 

W£ fhall underneath recite both of them, in or* 
der that the tranfadions of the meeting may be 
known in all its parts to thofe wka were not audi* 
tors. 

Paragraph^ the EXPtJNOEMBNT of ^tahich 'was 

eao^ffkd for* 

** Bur while we thus ftaite oor fenttmcnts on the 
•' fubjefl of reform, we feel it incumbent upon 
us to declare^ as we now do, that no refotnii 
werp even f<ich attainable, would anfwer our 
ideas of utility or juftice, which fhould not 
equally include all fe^s and denoniinations of 
Irifhmen. We reprobate and abhor the idea, 
that political inequality {tioM refult.from reli- 
" gious opinions; and vie fhould be afhamed, at 
the moment when we are feeking for liberty our* 
felves, to acquiefce in any (y&eai founded oa 
the Ha very of others* 

[^Paragraph propofed in place of the former, J 
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" In feeking redrefs of our own grievances, we 
fhould be unworthy of the blefiing of a free con^ 
ilicution, did we (under the influence either of 
** religious or political prejudice) defire to deprive 
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any body of men of their doe weight in the 
government oi their country. On this princi- 
ple we have uniformly rejoiced in th« gradual 
emaiicipacion of our Roman Catholic brethren ; 
and wc ardently look forward to that day whea 
their entire ENFRANCHissMENt ihall be amea« 
fare not Only of safety, but of expediency ; 
** when Protellants ihail be ready to grant, and 
" Catholics to receive. Whatever fliali tend to ac- 
" celerace that event will have our mod (Irenuous 
fiipport) as we ihall zealoufly co-operate with 
the rcll of the inhabitants of Ireland, in the 
attainment of an obje^ fo devoutly to be 
•* wiihed!" 

Mr. Joy, after mentioning that the idea of a 
gradual emancipation of the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland^ had had for many years his beil wiihes> 
took the liberty to allege that it were not advifeable 
for the meeting to declare to the world, that *' no 
Reform ^would anfnuer their ideas of juftice and 
utiity nvhici? Jhiuld not EQUALLY include all ft&s 
and denominations of Irijhmen'' That on a fubjedl 
involving fo momentous an experiment, their 
language though firm, ihould be moderate and pre- 
cife ; fuch as to foiier the growing fentiment of li«> 
berality among our Protsftant brethren, who are 
yet unprepared to go hand and hand with the inha« 
bitants of this place in an inftantaneous and un- 
limited change. That neither the Proteftant mind 
was fufHcientl/ prepared to grant, nor the Catholic 
one umverfally prepared to receive, a plenary and 
immediate exerciie of tw^ry right which members of 
a llate can pollibly pofTefs. That, therefore, hold- 
ing it forth 0'\ fuch an extended fcale, might rather 
widen than ciofe the unhappy chafm which had long 
f^parated the two bodies ; and that an union am»ng 
Protejiants on this fubje£l, would be highly deiirable, 
as an elfentiai means of ferving* the ^^i"^ caufe in 
qucllion, 

I 
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Ik defence of the paper, as it orginally f!ood| 
and was carried, it was faid, that its expreflions were 
fo guarded that h§ point of time' for their liberation 
was even hinted at. To this it was replied by^Mr. 
Joy, that the paiTage for that very reafon was ob^ 
jedtionable and carried its own condemnation ; as a 
folenin addrefs from fuch a public body as was then 
aflembled, (hovld be clear and explicit; whereas 
this part of it was ambiguous and equivocal. That 
it ihoald ingenuoofly declare either a wiOi to be- 
hold an immediate and c§mplete enfranchifement, or 
one gradual and progrej/ive ; as that ftyle of writing 
which the dignity of fo great a popular meeting 
demanded. 

Mr^ S. Nbilson expreffed his aftonilhment at 
hearing that, or any part of the addrefs, called a 
Catholic queftion I to his underilanding it no more 
prefented a Romarf Catholic qneition than a Church 
queftion, a Presbyterian, a Quaker, an Annabap- 
tift, or a Mountain quefHon ; the true queftion, if 
any, was, whether Irishmen should be free. 
Rev. M.R. Kelbvrn rofetoopp^fe the amendment, 
tipon the grounds of right, reaftm, and jufticc, and 
illuftrated his reafoning by a cotoparifon to the cafe 
of one man's having got poflefficn of ;he purfe of 
another, the detention of which, he was willing to 
allow, was unjuft, but would tell him, ** Friend, 
I have kept this purfe fo long from you, that it is 
impoflible you fliOnld not be out of humour ; there- 
fore I cannot anfwer for the ufe you might make of 
it : I muft wait till 1 am fure you are pleaied and 
fatis£ed, and the way I ihall take to quiet you is 
this ; firft, I ihall confider your cafe,, and perhaps 
I (hall give you the promife of a guinea out of yoar 
purfe next week, if not fooner, and, if you pleaffr 
me, I ihalj perhaps give you more fome other time, 
may- be all i and if yon (hould be dead, I can, yoa 
know, as well give it to your children. You cannot 
now, from the nature of things, be in any capacity 
to receive ix, therefore^ for the prefect^ be thaokful 
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for what yon ftp, and the man who advifes yovt to 
the contrary, is a feditious, bad man." He conr 
eluded by obferving, that he had Hftened with won- 
der and amazement to all that had been faid about 
giving and receiving ; he wiOied that men> before 
they indulged in all the munificent often tation of 
bellowing lo liberally^ would refled a moment upoti 
what they had to give, that their generofity might 
be meafurpd by their means. Poor limple people ! 
what have yoi^ to give ? — If I have fummed it right, 
the whole inventory of your pofTefnons amounts to 
no more than ^his'-ryour rotten conftitution, your 
boroughs, your excife, your peniion-lift, your taxes, 
and your tythes ; thefe are your inheritance. Truly 
it is time to ^uit this foolery about giving, and join 
hands and vpices with your brethren^ to recover tlie 
i)lrth-right which yo^ both have loft* 

Mr.. Thompson then rofe — He obfcrycd that the 
qaeftion of right had been eftabliOied by fuch irre- 
fragable arguments, (alluding to thofe of Mr. KeU 
burn) tha^ he fl^ould confider it as admicLed, and 
confine himfelf to that of expediency, which feemed 
the only ground of oppofition now exifting ; and he 
wonld weigl^ expediency againft expediency. It 
was not only expedient, biit abfolutely necefTary, 
that every Irifhman who v^^iihed for reform and for 
freedom, fhould clofely unite, and ceafe to be di« 
vided by names, which only rendered them con- 
temptible to their opprefTors. When 70,000 men 
were up in arnis, and demanded a reform, and of- 
ten tried to obtain it, they as often tried in vain ;— ^ 
why ? becaufe there was no union amongft friflimen. 
When any propofition was brought forward in par- 
liament, favourable to the general liberty, it was 
the fubjedl of ridicule and contempt to both parties 
•—the parliament treated it with derifion, becaufe i^ 
wanted the energy, that unanimity alone could give 
it, and the Roman Catholics themfelves laughed 4t 
an attempt fo impotent and abortive. 
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The Rev. T. Birch, of Saintfield, Taid, he 
was very much aftenifhed to hear fuch talk of libe* 
ralicy and conceffions, whilfl we were criniinally 
unjull, as well as itnpolitic^ ia withholding their 
rights from our Catholic brethren. He would ra- 
ther, Jie faid, tranfport himfelf to Botany Bay, 
than live in a country which continued to keep 
itfelf in abjeft flavery, by its interna! divifions. 

Counsellor Stewart, in fupport of the 
Siinendinent, argued, that it was unfair that an 
addrefii ihould go abroad as the voice of the people, 
when fuch numbers were ftrongly averfe to a great 
part of it. vCertainly, he faid, there wer? many 
who might, after a little tioie, and by gentle de- 
grees, be perfuaded to yield up their prejudices, 
and many who wifhed well to the caufe, as he 
himfelf did, who had their fears, and iheir Iia- 
bits of aiTociating danger, with the idea of immc' 
diate emancipation. To dilguft this portion of 
the citizens, by any precipitate refolutions, could 
jiot fail to be dangerous*- it would oply be to make 
enemies of thofe who were in the way to become 
friends, and, by cheating unnecefTary diviifions, ruin 
the general caufe. It would be much wifer. by 
tempering our meafi;ircs to the adual Hare of affairs, 
and the general mind, to endeavour to bring with uj 
all dcfcriptions of men. By fo doing, the caufe 
would be all powerful J at prefent there was bigotty 
on both fides. There were bigoted Catholics as wcJl 
as bigoted Proteftants — till this bigotry could be 
overcome, it would be in vain to look for union— 
Mr. Stewart, however, concluded his fpeech, wh.ch 
yras of confideraijle length, with exprc'fling his fen- 
timents ftiongly in favour of liberality, and his ab- 
]iorrence of any ^hjng like opprcillon or unriCCcfTary 
reflri^tjon. 

Mr, G£TTy rofe to order, and added a fc^ 
words in anfwer to what had been argued, rtCpe£iing 
{b^ ftatc of the public mind. No later, he obfcrved. 
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than the feflion before laft, no man waa ioun^ bold 
enough to bring forward any propoficion in pariia« 
jnenc, favourable to the Catholics-r-how great a 
change has there happened between that period and 
the prefent day— fee alfo how much the inhabitants 
of this town and its neighbourhood have changed 
their minds. At laft year's commemoration, even 
the amendment propofed by Mr. Joy, and the learn- 
ed gentleman's arguments, in fupport of that , 
amendment, would have been meafures in favour 
of univerfal liberty, too ftrong to have been attempt-r 
ed with any profpeft of fuccefs* From )vhich ftiort 
review of the difpofttions of parliamep^and people, 
it was a necelTary inference, that^e public mind 
would rapidly fall in with the fenfe of this Afl^embly, 
that all fears on that head were ground iefs, and that 
we were warranted in venturing lo declare our.fenti- 
nients boldly, and trailing for profelytes lo the juf- 
tice of the caufc. 

CouNSELi,OR Sampson begged the indulgence of 
being heard, while he endeavoured (hortly to exprels 
his approbation of the. addrefs, as moved by Mr. Sin- 
clair, and his reafons for approving it. He found 
hicnfelf in that aiTembiy almofl: accidentally, and 
as to the quelHon before it, he flood unconnedled 
with any party, or with any perfon ; nor had ever 
heard or feen theaddrefs, till that moment. He had 
been led, from the rumour of ihe day, to expect 
fometbing rather intemperate, but was pleafcd to 
£nd in theaddrefs to the people of Ireland, no more 
than he, as a man, tolerably free from prejudices 
upon fuch fubjetts, could willingly and warmly afTeMC 
to. That no reform could anfwer' the purpoies of 
utility or juflice, but fuch as included all trifhmen 
willing to be free, and that we fnould blufh to ac- 
cept of any fyflem founded on the flavery of others, 
was a liberal and general fentiment of generoficy 
and benevolence which he would be aihamed to d (r 
fcnt from. But there was another point Itartcd by 
Xbc amendment^ and fupported by fome argumea;^ 
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Qpon which he was pot (o well prepared to give either 
his vote or his opinion, which was the nece^icy of 
gradual eiiiangpaiiop to our brother Catholics. He 
was as far from embracing that fcntiment, as he 
was from oppofing it, but he would hefitace about 
giving h^> voice, which, however humble, wou.4 
'O forth as ^ne individual in that aggregate, which 
It was plainT^ottld be the m-ajority of the afTembly^ 
if he cor.ceived hi mfelf thereby involved in a queff 
tton, which, important and interelHng as it was, 
he had not fuificiently coniidcred. He hoped if he 
ihould ever be prefent where that queilion was the 
real ppint of diicuflion, to be better able to give hif 
fentiments ; and if by fair argument and reafon, 
fame difficulties which appeared to him at prefent, 
V could be difpelled, he would be as warm to fuppor^ 
that point, as he was now tofupport the addrefs. — 
Meantime, for want of having fufficieiitly thought oq 
the fubjcd, and of the habit of fpeaking publicly, 
he defpairpd of making any inipredion, and would 
fontent himfelf vith vocipg againll the amendment, 
becaufe he could not fee in the addrefs, any ne- 
cefiity for amendment, and becaufe it provoked a 
difcufHon, which he did not think very properly in- 
troduced, either as to time or place, aj^d which the 
addrefs as it ftands, was more wifely-tfnd temperately 
calculated to avoid. 

Doctor Caldwell, of Magherafelt, delivered 
his fentiments iu fo low a tone of voice, that we 
conld not dlAin^ly hearhim-r-he fcemed principally 
10 dwell on the abfurdity of celebrating the em- 
ancipation of twenty-five millions of frenchmen, 
(twenty-two millions of whoip, ar^ Catholics), 
and yet heiicate to aid in the emancipation of three 
riiliicfiS of our fellow-fubjtdls, of the fame perfua- 
fion. — Thofe who were within hearing of the 
Do6lor, fpeak in warm terms of the manly good 
fcnfe difplayed in his fpcech, 

Rkvij. Dr. Djckson, of Portr.fcrry, addreflc4 
the aflembly in a j^ccch replete witji fuch itron^- 
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lenfe and keen irony, as renders us unable to give 
Our readers an adequate conception of it. — He was 
happy to find, by the confeilion of gentlemen th»m< 
felves, that there was no difFerence of opinion^ as to 
the point of juftice — the queflion rcded^ in expe- 
diency. Gentlemen had abruptly hauYed in the 
word Catholic, where no fuch people had beea 
talked of, and fpoke of fomething which they called 
gradual emancipation ; the words founded like feme* 
thing — yet what was their mea »ing — no man had 
pointed out how, .when, or where this ladder was 
to be formed, by which three millions of men were 
to mount to liberty — what was the firfV>ilep ? how 
many were there ? what was the interval between 
them ?— He wmild fuppofe this ladder to be the 
penal code, wfiich was to be gradually aboiiiheci 
ilatute by ftatute, fedtion by fedion, ^ntence by 
fentence, or, rather to meet the gradual progreQjoa 
of gentlemen's ideas, he would fuppofe, Icuct by 
letter. But when was the emancipation to com- 
mence ? wa« it to begin to-morrow, nexc month, next 
year, next century, or happily in the next world ? 
Gentlemen had al(b talked of the incapacity of the 
Catholics to receive liberty, from their ignorance ; 
if they were ignorant, it mail be owing to the wild 
fyilcm of our laws ; but he denied the fad. There 
was no fuch ignorance or incapacity in them ; 
wherever the law allowed them to exercife their 
fundions, they did it very much in the ordinary way ; 
they make and wear their own cloaths as we do, 
they underdand^uid pradlice the cultivation of the 
land as well as \v^do, they excel in all the com- 
mon arts as well as we do, and do we not fee them 
quit the humble paths of life to prove themfelves 
an ingenious and commercial people, as well as 
bending their minds to the ftudy' of philoibphy. 
the ufeful braiiches of literature, and the fine arts, 
as fuccefsfully as we do ? if we look back to the 
publications of the lafl twelve months, produced by 
members of that body, Proieilunts may &i)d ample 



( «4 ) 

renCon to blu(b on a comparifon. — In what refpcft 
then have chey indicated thai want of capacity which 
we have beei) fo liberally propofing to impart to 
then), before they can become fit for the enjoyment 
ol freedom ? — and what is meant by the word gra- 
dual ? — are they to afcend in a determinate or in- 
determinate length of lime to this degree of capa- 
city ? is it to come to pafs in this generation^ or is 
it to be poAponed till a future one, till by inter- 
marrying with the wife and capable Proteftants, and 
particularly with u* Prelbyterians, they may mend 
the breed, and produce a race of beings who will 
inherit a capacity from us ? But fince they are at 
prefent fo deficient, why do not fome of tbegentle- 
ment who are now exercifing their brilliant talents 
ill oppofing their emancipation, proceed to illumi- 
Dace their minds, and out of the overflowing fuper- 
abundance of their knowledge and ability, partwith 
a little modicum to enlighten the darknefs, and fill 
up the mental deficiency of the Catholics of Ireland? 
Let it dill, however, be remembered, that we can 
do no more in this aiTembly than exprefs our owa 
ientiments — we do not di^late to any other people* 
nor is it in the power of this alTembly, to fay that 
the Catholics ever fhall be free — llill lefs, when they 
ihall be fo ; but this good eiFedl will refult from 
our refolutions, that going abroad into the country, 
they will ftir up the (pirit of inquiry ; for men who 
now difi'er widely from us, will be led by curiofity 
to enquire, by what reaibns and upon what principles 
the inhabitants of Belfafi: and its vicinity, who are 
known lo be men of fenfe and independence, who 
cultivate their underilandings and hold a confider- 
able intercourfe with mankind, have taken up their 
mode of thinking ? And they, in their turn, will be 
gradually emancipated from the flavery of prejudice, 
and bigotry, and their reafon and th.eir confciences 
having fair play, they may become as enligh'cnel 
as they feem to think it neceiTary their brethren 
fiiould be. 
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The iflue of the debate was, that the motion for 
expunging was loft by a great majority;. the. :difl«n- 
tients being cpnfiiied to a very fmall number ; and 
that the addrefs, as originally ftropokd, becaime 
the adlof the afTembied body.- ^ , . ...f; 

- The evening clofed with an enteiitainmciiti at the 
Donegal! > Arms, where 104; peribns fat down at din- 
net, when the General, who was alfo Prefident of 
the day, announced the toafls prepared by a com- 
mittee; of which the foliowingi« a cdpy^ 

The King of Ireland.— The Conftitution of 
France ; mav it be. permanent^ -rrThe Conflituting 
AiTembly of France, — The Kational AiTembly of 
France ; may wifdomy. (pirit and deciiioa diredi its 
counfels.^-The French army ; may an ardent love 
bf their country be , held, paramount to . every other 
duty in the charadter of. a roldier.->Confa£on to the 
enemies of French l^iberly.T^May the Glorious Re- 
tolution of France teach the, Governments of the 
^arth wifdom. — May the e^aipple of one Revolution 
prevent (hf: necejiicy pjfofifiecs,^—rLaf);ing freedom and 
pnofperity to |hc ^.ynued^ j^tatej^. .of. America. — The 
people of Ppland^ and/uc^cfs to tjieir arm3 -^The 
Rights of Man ; may all. na^cions, have wifdom- to 
ufiderliand, and fpirit to. alfprt |^heAi.-r?TAe.Unioa 
of Iriihsnen, without which we can nev^r bfe free.— • 
The Sovereignty of the; Pepple,. adding .by ajuft and 
equal Reprefentation.-— The I^ibierty.pC , the Prefs. 
—The Volunteers cjf Irciai^d^ ^ndjt,l\eir jevered Gene- 
ral, Earl of Charlemonl.— -The Coi^Jjitutional So- 
cietics* of Great Britain an a^(reland.-r-The: Society 
fdr ^the-abofitio.n of the 'S]aye.Tr^de.--aPreiidcnt 
Walhingtoh.— Staniflaus Augaftds, may his qjcample 
b^ imitated.— Mr,. Pained; may perverted eloqoenca 
eirer find fo able an oppoier<r-Mf . Fp;c. a>nd ihe. rights 
of' Juries, in fubftance" as well as ^orm. — Mr. Grat* 
tan« and the minority of thelriih Houfc of Commbnt . 

K 
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•-•The literary charaQers, who have vindicated the 
Rights of Man» and may genius ever be employed 
in them.-^May all Governments be tbofe of the 
LawSf and all Lavvs thofe of the People. — May the 
fret nations* of the world vk with each other in pro- 
moting liberty^ peace« virtue, and happinei's among 
men.-r-The encreafed, encreafin^, and facred flame 
of Liberty. — Ireland.— The cauic of freedom. — The 
memory of John Locke.-^Thc memory of William 
|4olyneaax. — The memory of Dr. Franklin, — The 
memory of Mirabeau.— The memory of Dr. Pricc< 
—The memory of Mr. Howard. 

COPY OF THE ADDRESS 
rO rBR NArtONAL ASSEMBLT OF MANC£i 

iT is not from vanity of often tation, that we, the 
citizens of Belfaft, and citisen-foldiers of that town 
and neighbourhood j take the liberty of addreffing the 
reprefentative majefty of the French people.— We 
addrtfs you, with the rational refpedl due to a title 
elevated far above all fervile and idolatrous adala« 
tion, and with that affediotiate fraternity of heart 
which oueht to unite man to mauj in a mutual and 
infeparabTe tinion of interefts, of duties, and of 
rights; which ought to unite nation with nation, 
inp one great republic of the world. 

,0n a day, fan£U£ed as this has been, by a decla- 
ration of human rights, the germ of fo much good 
to mankind, we meet with joy together, and wiih 
i^ell to France, to her National Afiembly, to her 
people, to her armies and to her -King. 

May you, legiflators, maintain by the indefa- 
tigable fpirit of liberty, that cohftitntion which hai 
been planned by the vfifdom of your predecefibrs, 
find never may you weary in the work you have un- 
dertaken, until ,you can proclaim with triumphant 
iecurity, it is £nifked ! Manifeft to an attentive and 
prpgreflivc worlds that it is not the phrelizy of 
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pVvlofophy, nor the fever of wild and precariOfitf 
liberty, which could produce fach continued a^u 
jtatjon ; but that imperilhabie fpirit of freedom alone, 
which always exifts in the heart of man, which riow 
animates the heart of Europe, and which in the 
event, will communicate its energy throughout the 
world, invincible and immortal I 

Wb rejoice in the iincerity of our fouls, that this 
jcreajtiye fpirit anin^ates the whole laafs of mind iti 
France. We aufpicace happiaefs and glory td the 
human race, from eyery great event which calls 
into a^ivity the whple vigour of the whole cons- 
muniiy ; ampli$es (o largely the field of enterprise 
and improvemenr, nnd gives free fcbpe tQ the uni« - 
verfal foul of the empire. We truft that you will 
never fubn^^t the liberties of France to any other 
guarantees, than God, and the right hands of 'tl^9 
people. 

The power that prefume^ tp modify or to arbu 
trate with refpeft to a con flit ution adopted by the 
people, is ai> ufurper and a defpot, whether it be tl^ 
meanefl of the mob, or the ruler of empires ; and 
if you condefcend to negociate the alteration of a 
icomma in your conflitutionai co^e. Prance frpm 
,that nioment, is a ilave. Impudent defpots of 
^urope ! Is it not enough to crufb human nature 
beneath your feet at hon^e, that you thus come 
abroad to diflurb the domefiic fet^lement of the na- 
jtions around you, and put in motion your armies, 
thofe ehormous maifes of human machinery, to beat 
down every attempt that man makes for his own ' 
happinefs ?— It is high time to turn thiefe dreadful 
engines againU their inventors, and organized as 
they have hitherto been, for the mifery of man* 
kind, to make them now the inftriymei^ts of its glory 
and its renovation. 

Success, therefore, attend the armiss of 
France ! 

May yourfoldiers, with whom war is not a trade, 
but a duty, remember that ti^ey do no( fight merely 
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for.themfelves* but that t^cy are the advance guards 
of the world : nor let them imagine that the. even( 
of the war. is uncertain^ A iQngle battle may be 
precarious^ not fo a few campaigns, — There is an 
omnipotence in a righteous caufe* which mailers the 
pretended mutability of human affairs, . and £xes 
th^ fuppo/ed inconfiilen.cy of Fortune. If you ^iU 
be free, .you must; there is not a chance that one 
million, of refolute men caii be en flayed'; no power 
On enrth is able to do it; and will the God pf juftice 
and qjT mercy i Soldiers 1 there is' fomething that 
fig4its,.for ^yott.even'in the hearts of your enemies, 
The native energies .of' humanity, rife up in volun- 
tary a/^y againS tyrannical and pfepollerous pre-r 
judice. apd all the little ca()al5 qt the heart, give 
W4y tQ.-,tbe feelings of nature, of country and of 
kind. . ' . 

Pri^doh and' profperity to the people of France ! 
AVe thiak that fuch revolutions ^s they have accom- 
plifhed, ane.fO'far frc^m being but of the order of 
lociety, .that they fprung inevit4bly from, the nature 
offnan and the. progre£on of reaion ; what is im- 
perfefb he has the power to improve ; what he hasi 
created* he 'has a righ^ to de|lroy. It is a rafli op« 
poiitioold the irrpfiflibleAviU of the public, that in .; 
lome inflances has maddeped a diipoiition, other- 
wife mild and piagnanimous. turned energy into 
ferocity, and the generous ana gallant fpirit of the 
French,; into, /nry and vengeance.' We truft that 
every effort, they now make, every h'ardlhip they 
undergo, every drop of Wood thcy'fnedj will render 
their conftitution mpre dear to. them. 

Long )]ife.. and happinefs tp the King of the 
French '!.<iK>t the Lord of* thc/foijand its fervile ap- 
pendages, but the King of men, who can referve 
their rigbts^ .whiJe.they entruft their powers. In 
this crifis of his fate, may' he' withftand ^very at- 
tempt tq e/Uange him from the nation ; to make him 
|in pxik^n fhe midll of France^ ah^ to |>re\ent hin\ . 
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from indentifying himfelf as a magidrate with the 
conftlcation,' and as a Frenchman with the people. 

We befeech yoii all as men, as legiflators, as 
citizens and as foldiers, in this your great conflidl for 
liberty for FV^hce, and for the world, to defpife all 
earthly danger, to look up to God. and to conned 
yoor coanciis, your arms, and y^our Empire to hit 
throDe, with a chain of union, fortitude, perfeve* 
raoce, morality and religion. 

We conclude, with this feryeq^? prayer 2 That as 
th( Almighty is difperfing the political clouds which 
havehithertodarkenedour hemifphere, all nations.ma/ 
ufe the light of Heaven : tha^, a.s in this latter age, 
the Creator is unfolding in his creatures, powers 
wl^ich had long lain latent; — ^^they may exert them in 
tb^ eilablifhment 9/ univerfal freedom, harmony 
and peace : may thoie who, are free, never be Haves ; 
may thofe who are ilaves be fpeedily. free. 

[On the motion of Mr. Thorn fon, the above was 
to be tranfmittcd to the National Aifembly.] 



COPT or THB^ 



ADDRESS TO JHE, PEOPLE OF IRELAND. 

W£> the volunteers and other inhabitants of the 
town and' neighbourhood of Belfafl, afTembled to 
commemorate this great day, embrace with earneft- 
nefs the bpportunity which it aiFords, at once to 
exprefsoqr zeal arid' aiFe<ftioh for the caufe of liberty 
in France',, and oul* undifguife^l opinions on fubjedts 
of the lail importance to our native land. 

Trained from our infancy in a love of freedom, 
and an abhorrence of tyranny, we congratulate our 
brethren of France and ourfelves, that the infamous 
confpiracy pf Haves and defpots, againfl the happi* 
nefs and glory of ^hat admired and refpedled nation, 
and a^ain/l the po.mnnoa rights of man, has hitherto 
prqy^d abprtivQ, 
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'Fix^Kp our view fteadily on the great principle 
€tf Gaiiic emancipation^ we will not be diverted 
ffoip ^kat magnificent objedt» by the accidental 
luoiults or iBomencary ebullitions of popular farfM 
We will not eftimate the wifdoni of her legiilators 
by the traofporti of a n^ob ; nor the fplrit of her 
armies by the cowardice of a regiment; nor the 
patriotifm of her j)eople )}y the treachery. of indivi- 
duals ; nor the iullice of her caufe by the numbers 
of her enemies^ We judge with other views and on 
other principles. We fee with admiration, France 
extending the land-marlcs of human knowledge in 
the ^re^^ art of government, and opening to the 
world new fyflems of policy and of juftice. We 
iec her renounce all wars on the principle of con- 
qucft. We fep, her proppfe an univerfal brotherhood 
and an eternal peace among the nations. We fee 
her even now, ^hen forced into arms and bloodfhed, 
by the unjuft and unprincipled machinations of her 
enemieg, leparating, as far as poffible^ the innocent 
iubjefts from the guilty 4«rpot;..refpe^ing, amidfi 
the horrors of war^ p^ property of individuals; 
and ej(empting froip interruption the peaceful traffic 
of the merchant. It is from views lij^e thefe, that 
we eftimate tSat flupenclpus event, the Revolution, 
which we thij day commemorate; pot from acci*- 
dental irregularities, which, while we condemn 
them, we are compelled to pity, as feeling that they 
fpring not merely from a fpirit qf licentioufncfs, 
but from a feifkfQ of injury working on a fanguinc 
pepplc, flill galled with the recolledipn of recent 
tyranny and oppreflion, and jealous of liberty, but 
jufl recovered, and fcarcely ye; fecure. 

Such are our fentiments on the fubjeft of tb^ 
French Revolution ; — we come now to the ilate of 
pur own country. 

Impressed as we are with a deep fenfe of the ex- 
cellence of our conilitution, as it exifts in thiorjt 
we rejoice that we are not, like our brethren in 
Frfince^ reduced to the hard necefiity oiF tearing ^^ 
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inveterate abofe by the roots, even where utilTtf 
was fo intermixed as not to admit of fcpaiatioa.-— 
Ours is an ea&er and a lefs unpleafing talk ; ta re- 
.move with a fteady and a temperate refolution, the 
abufes which the lapCe of many years inattention 
and fupinenefs in the great body of the people, and 
miremitting vigilance in their ralers to invade and 
plunder them of their rights, have fuffered to over- 
grow and to defbrm that beautiful fyilem of govern- 
ment, fo admirably fuixed to oar fituation, our ha- 
bits, and our wifhes. We have not to innovate, but 
toreftore. The juit prerogatives pf our Monarch 
we refped an4 will maintain. The conHitutionai 
power of the Peers of the realm we wifh not to in* 
vade. We kot)w that in the exercifeof both, abufes 
kave grown up ; but we aifo know that thofe abuies 
will be at once cdrre£ted, fo as never again to recor^ 
by reftoring to us the People, what we, for our « 
felves, demand as our rights otir due weight and ia« 
fiaence in that eftate, which is bur property, the 
Reprefentation of the People in Parliament. 

Thoroughly imprefTed with the unjufl and 
ruiiious inequality of that reprefentation, with the 
confequent corruption, which pervades all ranks in 
the Hate ; with the dellru^ion of the morals, the 
facrifice of the commerce, atid the hourly and im- 
ninent danger to the liberty of oar country, we will 
inflexibly perfevere in the pilrfuit of that great re-- 
snedy for all bur political evils, a parliamentary ne« 
form ; a reform temperate, equal and j aft, whick 
ihali reflore luflre to the crown, dignity to the 
peerage, and their due weight and influence, xo tbe 
people of Ireland. 

But while we tliiis ftate our fentiments on th« 
fubjedl of reform^ we feel it incumbent upon us to 
declare, as we now do, that no reform, were evea 
iuch attainable, would anfwer our ideas of atilit|r 
or juHice, which (hould not equally include all fedbs 
and denominations of Iriflimen. We reprobate and 
abhor thc^ Idea^ that political inequality fliould reiUlc 
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from religious opinions ; an4 wc fhcaU b^ zih^mtd, 
at the inoilient when we are feekU^/br /iSerty ppr- 
felves^ CO acqaiefce in any fyilem founded on the 
Havery of others. 

"We have now declared our fen time nts to the 
world. In declaring tKem we (parn witl^ equal dif- 
dain> reftraint, whether proceeding from a mob or a 
monarch ; from a riot or a proclamation. We look 
with a mixture of abomination and contempt on the 
tranfa^ions which, on the laH anniverfary of .the 
French Revolution, degraded the pauonal.chara^er 
of England ; when neither the' leari^ing, the piety, 
the public fpirit, nor the private virtue of aPrieftley, 
could protect him from the favage^ury of the viJeft 
of an ignorant and a bigoted rabble; before whom 
the religion of che couiitry was difhpnoured, the 
name of the Sovereign infulced,' and all law aind 
order levelled in the duft ; to the difgrace, not Uh 
of the integrity of the magi ffrates whowere the. fo- 
xnenters, than of the fpirit of the people, who were 
timid witneiTes of the ravage and dellrudiion. As 
little ftiould we refpeA any atteAipt* under polour 
of authority, to fetter down our minds or prevent 
the publication of our grievances, and. our determi- 
nation to feek redrefs. In the purfuit qf reform, 
that great meafiire indifpenfable to the,freedpin,ahe 
happinefs and the glory of our. country, we will 
inflexibly perfevere, and for it's, attainment w^ rely 
with confidence on the fleadinefs, the p^ublic fpirit 
and the zealous co-operation of our countrymen. 



AT a meeting of the Belfast Volunteer 
Company, (Blue) 7th September, 1792, 

Captain Bro«Vn; in the Chair: 

The following Refolutions were unanimonilx 

agreed tb : 

Resolved, That we are happy to fee the prefent 
revival of volunteering, throughout this ptovince^ 
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coniii^nc that the rights cf (he people ftre moft h* 
Cttre when they are able to affert thenl. 

That we are firmly perfuaded that this country 
is indebted to the fpirit and wifdom of the volunteera 
for «^hatever commerce or conftitatioa it poflelTes^ 
and that their fuccefs was owing to the juflncis of the 
principles on which they K&tA* 

That we conftder it neceflary at this crifis for 
all volunteers to recur to thole principles which have 
ftood the tefl of timci and have become by their 
ttniverfal adoption, facred aiid uncontrovertible. 

That thele principles are fully expreiTed in the 
refolurions of the firfl and third Dungannon meet- 
ings ; and that a ftrid adherence to them by the old 
volunteer corps, and the adoption of them by every 
new corps, is elTential to the welfare of Ireland. 

That we again declare to our country men, and 
to the world, our firm determination to adhere to the 
principles contained in the refolutions of the firft 
«nd third Dungannon meetings ; and we warmly 
recommend it to every volunteer corps in the king* 
dom, the adoption q\ fimilar declarations, — United 
in fentiment, the volunteers will again become the 
happy inllrument of producing efiential benefits to 
the welfare of their country, 

ResoLveo, That thefe re(blutions be publiflied 
in the Bel fall news papers; and alfo in hand-bills; 
with the refolutions of the firft and third Dunganuoa 
meetings prefixed, and be difperfed through this 
province. Signed by Order, 

JAMES Mc. CLEAN, 3ec« 

AT A MX£TING OF THB 
FIRST BELFAST VOLUNTEER COMPANY, 
JM\M AT THE OONEGALL-ARMS, SEPTEMBER 7, l^^%l 
MR. HUGH JOHNSON, IN THE CRAIR. 

AT this important crifis, which is likely to form 
e remarkble »ra in the hiftory of man, when many 
of the European deipots have combined to crulh a 

L 
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g'reat nation ftraggHng for liberty :-^At a period 
ivhen the fpirit of voiirivteering feems to revive in 
thh neighbourhood, we hope it will not be deemed 
preAimptivc ni us, who firft took up arms in the 
canfe of oar country, and who' have never laid them 
down, nOr fiackened in our efforts to promote its 
profperity, to declare the principles we hold, relative 
to tbe vOlOktecr institution op Ireland 
which we cannot do better than in the: words of 
Our own aflbciation, and in the following; resolutions 
of the Dungannon meelings of February 1782, and 
September 1783 :-— 

(jiSSOCXArioM 9t THE FlftSl^ BstFAST VOLCNtCER CO ) 

* Wi/ whofe names are hereunto fubfcribed, having 

* aiflbciated ourfelves together, to learn the miii- 
' tary difcipline, for defence of ourfelves, this 
' town and country, and the fnppbrt of the eights 
' of IRELAND, under the name of the first 

' BELFAST VOLUNTEER COBIPANY, dO plight 

* our faith each to ail, to- be governed by the 

* voice of the majority in Avery cafe that may 
' arife ; tlrat we Will not withdraw from thte com- 

* pany from any other canfe than removal or 

* bodily indifpoiition and that we will never ac- 

* ce^tof any wages or reward from government 
' as a volunteer company, or fnbmit to take any 
' military oath or obligation therefrom.'* 

(dUNOANMOM UKKTINO, rZMLUARTlJ, 178% ) 

' Resolved, thae we hold the right of private 
' judgment in matters- of religion, to be equally 
' facred in others as in ourfelves. 

* RssolVed,^ xherefore, that as r>en, and as raisH" 

' men, as CHRISTIANS^ RUd as PR^TRSTANTS, 

' we rejoice in the relaxation of the penal laws 
' againilour Roman Catholic fellow fubjeds; 

* j^nd that we conceive the meafure to be fraught 

* with the happieft eonfequences to the union 
•* and profperit^ of the inhabitants of Ireland.' 
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(buNGANNON meeting, SEPTEMBER 8, 17^$,) 

' Resolved, that freedom is the indefea£bk 
' birth-right of irishmen and britons^ de- 
' rjved from the Author of their being; and of 

* which no power gn ear^h, nyuch le/s a delegated 

* power, hath a right to deprive them. 

^ Rb^olved, that they okly are free, who 
' are governed by no laws but thofe to which 

• they aflTent^ either by themfclycs in perfoa, or 

• by their reprefentatiyes freely chofen, fubje^ 
' to the controul, and frequently retiirning into 
' the common mafs of conftit^ents. 

^ Resolved, that the piajority of Qur Qoafe of 
^ Commons is x^ot chofen by the people.* 

RssoLvsp unanitpottijy, that the foregoing ^fTo^ 
ciation and refoliittions» forn^ the ba4s pf ppr creis4 
as citizen foldiers. 

Resolyco unaniiQoufly, that the foregoing rp- 
fplations, paiTed at t'h^ Dungannoi) meetings — adopjtr 
ed by the syhole volaiiteer army, and by moft of ^he 
counties in Irelaii4^we look upon a$ a f(andard, by 
which to jijdg^ ^ho are, and who are not, volun- 
teers upon principle : And that we will no( afTociate^ 
or be reviewicd with any, if ^ny (here be, )vho ftf^ 
fprmed on principles pppoiike (l)$r<eto« 

Resolvej) unanimopfly, that we will peiij;- 
vere in the pqrfui^ of an adequate reprefentation of 
the Irifh nation iQ Parliament, without diflipd^ipn on 
account of religious opinion^. 

Resolved un.j^nimoufly, that, venerating order, 
and abhorring Ucentioufnefs, we will be ever ready, 
as we have heretofore been, to fuppprt the Ma^ 
gi Urate in - the execution of the law, in this neigh- 
bourhood. 

Signed, by order of the Firll Belfaft Volunteer Co. 

HU. TOHNSON, Chairman. 

Resolved unanimoufly, that thefe refolutions be' 
pabliihed ia each of the Belfaft newfpapers. 
. JOHN RABB, S£«. 
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PS).FAST, OqTOpSll 2, I794. 

*t ' ■ 

AT A MEETING 0? THE 

FIRST SOa^TY OF UNITEP IRISHMEN, 

UR. T, MILtlKEN IN THE CHAIR : 

The fc4Iewing PecUratioii was unanimouily agreed 
^0, and ordered to be puhliibed : 

TH£ nght of petitioniney tKac facred claim of 
thofe who lufFer^ is a natural right which municipal 
law Reicher gives nor can ta)ce away. Every age, 
«nd nation^ na^ recognized it. It has been coai'e- 
grated in thefe realms under the f^m^ion of common 
and flatuce law ; and it is exerted in Turkey under 
the fabreof defpotifm. With refpeft to the manner 
pf preferring coipplaint, it would have become thofe 
Grand Juries who have confederated againft the 
common righ^ of the fubjed, (o point out any mode 
by which three minicnd of people could exprefs 
their grievances more peaceably than by delegation. 

Atta(:hed as we are to one favourite principle—- 
the good of the whole — the greateft bappinefs of 
the many, it is neither petty political fcandal, nor 
peremptory di£tion, nor the throng of names, and 
chorus of corporations, which can divert us from 
the unity and integrity of our political faith. To 
render authority eit|^er f^cbre or permanent^ it mn(l 
be eilabliibed in the afeftions of the whole people^ 
and we have no fcrupie in declaring, that without 
fpme ihare of political power, no people^ nor 
^ny clafs of people, can have any fecunty for their 
perfonal freedom, their property, their trade, or 
their religion. It i« fo wiih Froteft^nts — It muft be 
fo with Catholics. The felf fame principle which 
JXiakes thp former call for a reform, makes the latter 
anxious for the el^^^ive franchife, ai^ a Shield from 
Oppreflion ; and that principle we venerate, whether 
lodged in the bofom of a jprotedant or a Catholic, 
fp ^ffi^fifl ox ^n A^^rican. '^o circumfcribe libc(^ 
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ty is to deflfoy it ; an^ without free circtrlation^ liks 
the air we breache^t ic lofes its fpring, Magnates, cor- 
rupts, and th/en iflues out from the grand \\xxj 
rooms, hot and peftiferoas, to check the rifing prof- 
peds of the aatiofl'» and to blafl the glories of 178Z. 

As for.u9, we difclaim, we abhor the idea of 
e&abli(hing a Sovereignty over cur fellow -citizens. 
We refufe any ihare in aji afcendaocy which claims 
fxcluiive aad eternal dominion^ furmounts law and 
kgiflature, aiod cuts off, with mercilefs profcrip- 
tion, a whole people from all hope of political 
equality. The law, in every free country, ought 
to know DO ei^ceptions ; bat to make the exceptions 
more general than the rale» is monftrous ; and with 
concern we fay^ i( is Iriih policy. 

We» who in 1789, pledged our lives and fortunes 
to gain fbvereigaty to Ireland, will not, at this day, 
fiibfcribe to the {bvereignty of any party, who under' 
the pretext of religion, difguife political jealoufy 
and the iei&fhnefs of monopoly ; nor will we drefs 
up any ludh proud aiTumption with the attributes of 
royahy, and with the fpoils of oar countrymen. — 
We, who in the hour of danger, and in the face of 
the enemy, were glad to take the Catholics into our 
ranks, will not now throw them oS* as noxious in- 
cuRibrances, and belying the nature and end of the 
volunteer inftitution, blafpheming the writ of Dun- 
gannon, fet ourfelves in array againft the very men, 
whom, the other dayt we embraced as brothers. 

Wb who have always afFcrted the honour, the 
iAC^reft. and internal independence of Ireland to be 
maintainable only by the freedom, frec[uency, and 
power of Parliament, will not complement the 
abufes of the conftitution at the expcnce of the 
eommunicy; nor will we, with heroic in diffcj en co 
\Q confiftency pledge life and fortune to the fuppor^ 
of apolitical fyflem in all its branches, while refo-^ 
l>utions Hill tingle in our ears, that without; adct 
quate reform, there is no falvation for Ireland.-^ 
^or, finally^ wil} w? add Qurfelye^ to the (raii\ (^ 



thofe opftarts In office^ who acquire charader an4 
importance abroad, in the fame proportion as their 
country is ]ofing both at home ; who fwell into un- 
Siitural ^gni^cance by civil diiTention, and wbofe 
t^nugluineis encreaies with;, and by, national burnt-: 
liation. We follow that excellent inan whofe per- 
ibnaJ glory is bound up with ^hat of his country-r- 
who in this great queftion, rifes above the fordid 
atmo/phere of party, and >vtt befeech him and his 
liberal coadjutors, tho' th^y may, for a time, be 
unfuccefsful, to go on and complete the redemption 
pf a ioug fu^cring people. 

Wfi have refolved, and we keep our refolution. 
We have chofen, and we purfue our choice. We 
adl honeftly^ and therefore conclude that we think 
ju/lly. Let the law judge of our actions, but for 
cur faith we appeal unto God-rthe God of all maa- 
kind> in whole prefenpe there is no afcendancy bu^ 
that of virtue and juftice-r-diftin^ion of relig^ion, 
^ke difiin6iion of colours, is of his ordination. We 
will never vilify the religion of any man, and far 
iefs will we prefume to maKe tbofe varieties of faith, 
which are perhaps natural and necelTary, the ea< 
|;ines of civil perfecution and political ufurpation. 
(Signed by order of the Society) 

JAM£S HYNDMAN, ^^cketailt. 



AT A MEETING OF THB 

THIRD SOCIETY OF UNITED IRISHMEN, 

IN THE TOWN OF BELFAST — 3.D OCTOBER, I79*t 

AW?. cLorwoRrwr birnie 

IN THE CHAIR : 

* 

The following Declaration was agreed to» and or- 
dered to be pnbliihed : 

ASSOCIATEP ?is we are, for the pprpofe of 
producing union of interefl and affef^ion among all 
the inhabitants of Ireland, we abhor the idea of 
V^riihholding; from our Roman Catholic brethren theif 
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Civil and religious rights, at the time that we wonld 
wiih to enjoj thofe rights ourfelvesi 

We are perAiaded that the reiigion of any man, 
and his politics, are not neceiTarily eonnefled : On 
the contrary, that the former ought not to have any 
conne^lion with the latter. In a civil view, there 
undoubtedly is a communion of interefts and rights, 
end that ev<jry individual who contributes to the 
fupporc of the Hate, ought to have a voice in 
framing the taws which regulate that ftate. Bat re- 
ligion is perfbnal ; the individual alone accountable a 
we therefore deem it impious to intrude between his 
confcience and that Almighty Being, who alone 
knoweth his heart. 

Wb aiTert, that the right of petitioning in the 
iubjefl, of whatever denomination, is not only na- 
tural, but perfe&ly agreeable to the fpirit of our 
coniUtution; and we confefs ourfelves ignorant of 
any mode by which our Catholic brethren could have 
£q peaceably colleded, and ejcpreiTed their &n£i- 
jnents, as by delegation* 

We have feen of late the publications of Grand 
Juries, which ought to have contained mild and 
peaceable (entiments, illiberal and ungenerous ; <ii« 
redly calculated to fow diiTention, and keep up that 
xeligious anirooiity which has Co long diHraded this 
ifland, and fubjeded it to the ridicule of a foreign 
adminiilration. — Perfevere, Catholic brethren 1 con- 
flitucionally perievcSre ! — The caufe in which yoa 
are engaged is natural and virtuous* A ca42ie ia 
which the Catholic and Proteftant are equally in- 
volved ; and whether oppofed by wicked adminis- 
trations, or by iilly corporations, whofe underiland- 
ings and hearts are equally frozen, wbiid thcr>e <ex- 
iHs an almighty and righteous Ruler, your exertions 
will be crowned with fuccefs. Our endeavours (liali 
never be wanting to attain the much de/ired obje<fc; 
and we tru(l the day will fpeediiy arrive, when Ca- 
tholic and Proteftant, Mahometan and Jew, over 
the whole world, fhall equally enjoy the facred 
bleilings of freedom and of, peace. 

DAVID BIGGAR, Sscrztary. 



( to 1 

At A MEBTIKC OF THE 

BELFAST SRC0N2> SOCIETT OJF UNITED IMIS^* 

MENi 

GEORGE-INN, TUESBAY, OCT. 9, IJ^t, 

The following declaration having been laid before 
them, by their committee, was unanimouily agrecj 
to, and ordered to be publiibed : 

ASSOCIATED on the principles of humaith/^ 
tnd zealoas for her rights, we view witti generMV 
indignation, the combinations of defpots, to keep 
ker in degradation, and fiipprefs the voice with 
which fhe attempts to recite her Aifitrings and pre- 
fer her clainns — Whether thofc despots be decorated 
with diadems, arrayed in the livery of a hunting 
club; or the petty tyrants of the-coontrv, aiTemb^Fea 
in a jury room, their principles and oojedl are the 
fame in themfelves, and to us eqti&IIy dcteftable. 
While we refied with regret, on the fucccis of 
dcfpotifm in Poland, and execrate with horror its 
attempts in France, w^ cannot be infeniible to its 
prefumption and audacity in oar native land, and 
the injullice and cruelty which it proposes to 
perpetuate. We have long feen, ana feen with 
pity, three millions of our brethren degraded from 
the rank of citizens, and languilhing in ,ilavery.<^ 
V/e have feen the fame three millions peaceable and 
fubmiflive to, and fcrupulonfly amenable to the 
laws of their conn try-*- thetr haughty Lords. — Nay, 
we have feen them forgetful of themfelves, their in- 
juries and their inAilts, armed for the defence of tht 
ungraceful mirJonswho vilify their charadlers, infiilt 
lieaven by pronouncing them incapable of the 
rights of men, and pledge their lives and fortiinr»t: 
Co keep thchi, and their poflerity, in eterntl 
thraldom. 

Captivated with this unparalleled magnanimity, 
and founding our judgments on the folid bafis of 
character, approved by experience, wc pronounced 
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tliofe three ihillions of our Catholic brethren not 
only capable of citizen(hip» but worthy of it» 
bleflings — On this foundation, as, men pf iqtegrity» 
we pledged ourfelvejs to oar country, a^nd.each othek'^ 
to ufe our utmofl influence to remove the ftigiAa from 
their charlidbsr, and the flavery from their perfons, 
bf which they have fo long and fo juilly complained;- 
and reftore ^hem to a community of privileges and 
intereft, and confequently of affedlioii witd their 
brethren. , 

We now declare, that we are neither adiatned of 
oar judgment nor forry for our condudl^ The foun-. 
dation of the one appears m6re folid, and the pro*- 
priety of the other more confpicuous, every day. 
The dignified mbderation, the legal precifion, ge- 
nerous ardor, and tinawed magnanimity of their 
procedure, demonftrate that they are worthy of our 
friend (hip and the freedom of thdir country, — Of that 
friendfhip we folemnly alTufe them, in its. utmoft 
extent — and we trufl the period is at hand, whed 
the wifdom of the legiflature will juftify Qur judg- 
ment, fandtion the propriety of our conduct, and 
realize our profpedls. 

While we thus repeat th« avowal of our friend- 
fhip, and exprefs our truft, we declare at the fame 
time, that the honor, profperity, peace and Jiappi- 
nefs of our country, are our great object, arid, a re- 
gard to thefe our leading principle. Of tbefe, w^ 
know, identity of intereft, equality of privilege, 
and harmony of affedlion, form the only folid bafe« 
Neither houfe nor kingdom, divided againd itfelf> 
can pofiibly Hand. We, therefore, difclaim all con- 
nection with, and attachment to, party or cibai. 
We reprobate with indignation, the fdea of an af««. 
candancy, whofe imaginary hefght depends upon 
deprefiinc; brethren, and plunging them in the 
depths or fervitude and wretchednefs*^ We wifh to 
prefent the afcendancy, whatever it is, iki its true 
elevation, byreftoring all around to its proper levej.^ 
Nay, we wiih to fecure to our countrymen, not 

M 
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excepting renal burgeffes, felf devoted Jdrdrs, anJ 
other remlutioners, who volunteer ia the caufe of 
hotaan degradation'^thofe very lives and properties^ 
which they have fo raihly pledged themfelvesj 
wantonly to throw away. 

Lastly, we declare to you, our Catholic bre- 
thren, that we are fully convinced of the juftice of 
your clainnSy and the legality of your proceedings. 
Your right of petitioning all or any of the branches 
of the legiflature, is unanimoufly fan£lioned by the 
voice of common fenie, the Ixws of the land, and 
the praAice even of defpotifm^ Go on, then, ge- 
Berous, though degraded men I Liberty is yo or ob- 
jed ; and ye have long deferved it ! Let the love 
of liberty be your principle, the law your guide, 
and unanimity your fupport \ Minifters may frown/ 
courtiers intrigue, and juries fulminate profcrip* 
tions without end. Be not afraid of them, neither 
be ye difconcerted. Their frown is infignificance, 
their intrigues foolifiineff, and their fulnninanons, 
like the (bowman's flafh, from pounded roiin, are 
only the amufement, or the terror of children. All 
thefe will fpeedily difappear. Your voice, preferring 
the claims of juftice, and fupported by reafon and 
found policy, mull, and will be heard. *' The 
night of political ignorance, deluiion, and fuper- 
Hition, is far fpent} and the day is at hand."— The 
day^ which ihall raife you to the dignity of men, 
and your courtry to a name among nations. We 
look forward to its apfWMaftce with ardent ex- 
pedation^ and ihall hail its prefence with hallowed 
joy. We recognize you with fyropathy as brethren, 
difmherited, profcribed, and alienated, in your 
native land. 

We have pledged ourfelves to fupport your claims 
of reftoration to your natural rights, and we will 
be faithful to our word. 

In this caufe, we Hand not alone. The brighteit 
ornaments of the fenate and the bar^ the wife and 
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JHyeral an eyeiy corner of the land, and above 9IJ, 
the eternal principles of reafon and jiXlUce ^rfi 
Viullercd on our fide. Thus fupported« we may be 
difappoinced for a feafon, but cannot defpair. Wc 
repeat^ 'f your voic(p muft, »nd will be heard:'' 
Your prayers gran^ed^ and your rights reilored, 
7^he day which Ihall enrol yoi| in the ranks of fel- 
low-fubje^s, will give fccurity (0 jthe liberties of 
Iri(hmen« nervjss to ch^ir indufti'y, anjd honpr ^o their 
name. Till that day, we muft cpntinue, as we are^ 
^ weak J wretched^ and infill ted people. 

WM. OSBORNE, CHAianAW. 

WM. MITCHELL, SscaiTAar. 



AT A MEETING OF THE 

fOURTH SOCIETY OF UNITED IRISHMEN 

OP BELFAST, OCTOBER, ig, I792; 

MR. EpWARp ICE^LY, JN TH? CHAIR; 

The following declaration was unanimoufly agreed 
to, and ordered to be publiihed c . 

IMPRESSED \Yith benevolent fentipents towards 
9II the human kind, we lament, at tl^is great aera of 
reform, (hat there (hquld exiil Iriihn9(;n, who, living 
ttnder the enjoyment of conftitucional privileges, wiih 
^ debar their fellow-fubjeQs of the fame rights. 

Connected as we are with another country, 
whofe aggrandizenient has been the deftrudkion of 
Ireland, we view with aflpnifhment and abhorrence, 
the weak policy qf thefe men, who, from whatever 
motives, wiih to prevent the Union of Irishmen. 

Wb are fa^isfied that every individual, in what^ 
(;ver country, and of whatever perfuaiion, has an 
^qual, natural righ^ in the bleUings of the ftate ii) 
w^hich he lives ; we regret that any part of our fel- 
j$vy.fubie£ts fhQuld be deprived of thgfe bleiiiogs | 
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—ftDd we do fincerely lament that Proteflants» whe- 
ther under the garb of religion or policy, (kooid 
even, dare to ^fli for a continuaiion of fuch 
ilavery. 

We congratulate our Catholic brethren, on the 
appearance of that happy period^ when the general 
interefis of this ifland will be the only objedl in vievv 
among all its inhabitants ; when Catholic and Pro- 
teftant will be mutually concerned' in one common 
oaufe ; when religious opinions ihall |io longer de- 
bar a fubje£t from the enjoyment of civil < rights. 

TiiB iuil- claim which every fubjedl has, to prefer 
his petition to the. legiilature. for a redrefs of thole 
grievances under which he labours, we believe, need 
not now be difpiited* We admire the wifdom and 
niodefly of our Catholic brethren^ in the mode 
which they a^ppted of preferring thi; claim ^ and 
we feel ourfelycs peculiarly happy in affuring them 
of our uniform co-operation, and decided ibpport 
in the attainment of an obje^. that fp i^u^h qoncero^ 
the general good. 

Some late' publications no further merit our at- 
tention, ^an by urging us to declare o^r utter ab- 
horrence of the fentinjents they con^tai.^^ in cider 
to diiTuade weak minds from adhering to fuch afler- 
tions, to force men to think for themi'elves, unfetter- 
ed by grand juries or corporations — toad a juftpart, 
and leave the confequenc^ to the Supreme Dilpofer 
pf events.^ 

At this remarkable period, we do moil heartily 
fejoice with all the friends of liberty, at the down- 
fall which tyranny has received in France— a down* 
fall, natural indeed ! — in which the inhabitants of 
Jreland as well as France, are interefled ; and we 
hail that happy day, when defpotifm, under what- 
ever mafle, over the whole earth will receive a fimi- 
lar fate — and the flandard of liberty be ercfted in 
Its Aead. 

ISRAEL MILLIKEN, Skc. 



V * 
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W^bVASlP. VOtUNTBERS. 

BrY command of the committees of our relpeftive 
porpfl^, jointly convened by fumn^ont^ we reque(b 
tiie attendance of all their members in full uniform, 
at the White Linen-Hall, to-nnorrow, precifely a,% 
V2 o'clock^ for the purpofe of expreffing their joy 
at the fuccefs of the arm* bf tl^e j:^ reach Republic,, 
by firing three feu*de'»joies. 

The vx)Janteers re<jueft the attendance of their 
fellQw*citizens^ at the Donegali-Arms, at fevea 
o'clock faid evening, to join with them in declaring 
^heir fentiments on this aufpicious event* 

Monday, 29th Odolicr, 1792. 

HU. M^ILWAIN, Sec. Bclfaft Troop. 
JOHN RABB, Sec. Firft Bclfnft Vol. Com. 

Jambs Maclean,. Scc. BcUaft voi. Con^, 



^JLFAST — NOVEM&BR 3 — '79?< 

AGREEABLY to a late advertifemcnt, the fuc^ 
c^iTes of the French were celebrated on Tuefday by 
(he volunteers and citizens of Belfafl, with that 
warmth of afFcftion which they generally difplay in 
every good canfe. 

The two volunteer artillery companies, and the 
two infantry ^orps, aflbmbled about two o'clock, 
and fired three feu-de-joyes, in honour of the day, 
on which a Doke and a King, at the head o^ an 
armed hoft, inglorioufly deferted the field, after a 
campaign which, both in point of defign and exe- 
cution, was as diifgracefal co the arms of Auflria 
and Pruflia, as its objedt was detedable and unj alh 

In the evening a numerous meeting was held at 
the Donegall-Arms, confiiling of volunteer citizens, 
and ciiizens unarmed, in purfuance of an advertife- 
ment requefting an aflembly of the inhabitants — 
when the following d^^^^^ration vyas unanimouily 
^^reed to \ 
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UH. SAM. MC. TIER IIT tHB CHAIR { 

WE, the inhabitants of Belfaft, ^ith hesrtf 
overflowing with joy, again aficnuble together, pub- 
ficly to declare oar bappinefs at the glorious fuccefji 
of the French arms, againfl innumerable Kofts of 
enemies — the enemies of the human race— and theiir 
£nal expuliion from the (7allic territories : An event 
by which tvcry obftacle to the compleat eftablifli- 
mentof civil and religious liberty, is removed froni 
that hallowpd land— an evenjC ^hich fecures liberty 
tofarrounding natipns. 

S'anguinb a^ our opinions were of the invincible 
power of a nation of freemen, opppfed (o the armed 
llaves of tyrants, yet the evpnt has furpafled our 
fondeil expedations. ' 

W^jBN y^s cpnfejjiplatc th^ treachery of the e^p- 
cciidvc jpower, the perfidy of officers, the diforga- 
siized Hatc^of the army— wh^n we consider the com- 
bination of formidable enemies, with generals of 
the Erft military abilities at the head of veteraii 
tvoops, yet obferve, that thefe aripies have not bef n 
capable of achieving a fingl^ iinportant objed, cre- 
dibility is almbfl llaggerfid, but the world has wit- 
xiefTed it. We cannot help attributing the faccefs of 
the Frenc}> arms to the fignal interpo/ition of thq 
Deity, as ai^pxample of the fuccefs with which he 
will crown the efforts of mankind^ in pvcry attempt 
to eilablifh civil and religious liberty ; and we fer^ 
vently implore the influence of tl^e Divine Spirit, to 
guide the councils of the National Convention la 
perfefling the great work in which they are engaged|! 
iq as to render it produdive of happinefs to jnillions 
yet unborn. ..... 

► i < • » * 

The town was almoft univerfally illuminated. — * 
^very thing demonflrated fincere pleafure in the; 
difgrace of two tyrannical courts, that attempted tc^ 
dragoon an united nation into that deplorable ilatf^ 
pf i|)iritttal well as* political bondage, from wl|i^^ 
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It was jaft reeovering ; and that dared to telt 
twenty-five millions of men — ye shall iiof bi 

PR£E. 

In the windows of fix or feven hoafes a nomber 
of transparencies prefenced thcmfelves :" — a few of 
the mottoes are fubjoinedi as trifling circamftance^ 
ibmetimes mark the difpofition of the times* 

Perfect union and equal liberty to the men of 
Ireland.*- Vive la Republique : Vive la Nation.— ^ 
Church and State Divorced* — Liberty Triumphantv 
•^The Rights of Men eftabiiihed.— Defpotifm prof- 
trate. — The Tyrants are fled ; let the People rejoice^ 
-—Heaven beheld their glorious efforts, and crown 'd 
their deeds with fuccefs. — France is free; fo may 
we ; let us will it. — Awake O ye that deep. — A 
gallows fufpending an inverted Crown, with theie 
words : — ** May the fate of every Tyrant be that 
of Capet.'* — A check to Defpots. — The Caufe of 

Mankind triumphant Iriftimen rejoice. — Union 

among Iriihmen. — Rights of Man. — Iriihmen 1 look 
at France. — ^Liberty and Equality. 

IRELAND. 

8th Sept. 178^. — Armed Citizens fpoke. 

2d Dec. 1783* — Their Delegates ran away. 

30th 06t. 1792. — We are taxed, tyth'd, and cn- 

ilaved, but we have only to 
unite and be free. 

FRANCE. 

t4t1i July, 1 789.--Sacred to Liberty, 
loth Auguft, 1792. — The People triumphant. 
22d06tober, 1792. — Exit of Tyranny. 

The night clofed in the mod orderly manlier, 
without either bonfire or any kind of irregularit/ 
whatever. 



NOTHERN WHIG CLUB. 



AT a general meeting oji the 5 th of November, 
held purfuant to noticci the following Reralution^ 
were agreed to ; 
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Arch. h. ro»van, es^ in the chair: 

Resolved, That it is with the greateft fatisfae*^ 
tion we embrace this opportunitjrtocbngrfttulate our 
country on the late ignominious flight of the ehe- 
miet to liberty, from the territory of the Frfench 
Republic ; and tb exprefs oiir hopes, that the pre-v 
lent diflurbances in that country may fpeediljr tfer* 
minaie in the ftabie trdnquiltiy of a goodf Govern* 
sttcnt, founded on the principles of equal ItbeKy^ 

and the unalienable rights of man. (Uiidnis 

moufly.) 

Resolved, That as an eaily at<)ttiercence in the 
joft demands of the people is the fureH pl^dgb of 
peace and tranquillity in any country, we trbft we 
Ihall rpeedily fet the wifbes of this nation complied 
with, hy an honeft and (fffedlua! feform in the repre* 
fentation of the people, on a broad principle df 
equal juilice and equal liberty to a]l fem and deno- 
jninacions of Jrifiimen $ fatisned as we are that 9 
fincere union among ourfslvts, AhA a iota! oblivioii 
of paft difientions, from whatever caufe anfing, can 
alone fecure to this country^ freedom, happinefs^ 
and profpcrity.— (One dilTentient.) 

Resolved, That we fee with the greateft fatia- 
fadion the rapid decay of prejudice and bigotry ia 
the part of the country moil immediately within our 
obreivat'*oa i and we anticipate with pleafure the 
day of their total downfal. — (Unanimoufly ) , 

WM. SINCLAIRB, , 
EECRETARY. 



BELFAST VOLUNTEER COMPANY (BLUE). 

AT a meeting of the Belfaft Volunteer Company 
(Blue), at the fcxchafftge, NoYembcr 24, 1792, 

LIEUT. GETTY IN THE CHAIR : 

[The packets havi-ng.thi« day brought tbe gloril^of 
intelligence, of th« Frefich having obtained the* 
|)oirefiion of 'Bruilels^ the capital of the Auibiaw 
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N«tliertands— and thereby Having virtnally com* 
pleated the liberacidn cf the Bdgic peopfe. J 

Thb company unanimoufly agreed to publlih tht 
ibUowing declaration of their fen cinbenti, oponi that 
great event i — 

AdAiN has UtiitHtY tnUni{5hed-*^dgaifi havt^hit 
ions conq uered —and again wer rc^oiCe; w c rejoicethit 
anocher great country IS ^RB^'^and thac id Beigia, 
We are now slble tO recognize a MAtioiv oP rtLii* 
M£*r. 

Wb congratalate our cotintrymcn on the tfood 
news ; and w« hail it asT a certain pfedge and rcft* 
runner of (hat rdfbrni in parliaihenc, Whith Will 
procure to the people' thdir due weight in the' legifla* 
tare of this count'ry. Already cOrrtiptioil trejfai)Ie) 
—and, ere long^ at the tfuiT^D voTCb oi^ tHA* 
fB6fLip ihe nlull depart the land. Now is th^tlme 
for Iriibmen to banifh prejodite, and tb embrft^e 
each other as brethren^— the children of the fanie 
God. Forg6t<tng paft errorsy let them &fhe in ftr- 
ture', to promote thd happineTs of every reiiglotft 
kdi and denomination | add thdr country muu be 
free and flouriihing. 

JAM£S li^Ct^AM, Ud. 






Atvfwer of the Prefident of the French Ailembly,- 
(Citizen Oregoire) to the Addreffes of the So- 
ciecies oi Sheffield, and BeJfaA in keland. 

Citi^eAs of the wOrld, 

Your addreffes to the reprefenta tires of' the ^rencli 
nation/ have filled them with pleafing emotions. *«• 
In impoiing on me the honourable duty of a reply^ 
they make me regret that 1 can but imperfectly ext 
preis, what all with fo much energy feel. To hare the 
honour to ^ an Engiifh or a ^reaohman.-^iitiei 

N 
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With it a title to every degree of mutoal aiFef^ioi^ that 
can fubfid^niong men. 

The carious in your country are pleafed to tra** 
verfe the globe in order to explore nature ; hence- 
forth they can vifit Montblanc (Savoy) without 
quitting France ; in other words without leaving 
their friends^ The day on which free Savby unites 
itfelf with us, and that on which children of high 
minded England appear amon? us, are, in the eye 
of reafon, days of triumph. Nothing is wanting iii 
thefe affediing fcenes, but the pretence of all Great 
Britain, to bear teilirnony to the enthuilafm with' 
which we are inipir'ed by the name of liberty and 
that of the people with wEoni we are about to form 
(feternal alliance. ., 

The National Convention has wifiied to tefiify its 
fatisfadlion to the English, in decreeing that they 
Would conduct in the prefence of fome of them the 
trial of the \a& of their Kings. Sixty ages have elapfed 
£nce Kings hrll made war on lib<:rty : the moll; 
miferable pretexts have be^n fufficient for them to 
fpread trooole over the eartl. Let us recollcdl with 
horfor that under the reign of Ann, the falling of 
a pair of gloved, and that under Louis XIV. a win- 
dow opening from one apartment into another, 
were fufHcient cauies for deluging Europe in bloods 

Alas ! fliort is the deration prefcribcd by eter- 
nal power to our weak exiilence ; and (hall then the 
ferocious ambition of fome individuals embitter or 
abridge our days, with impunity ? Yet a little mo^ 
ment, and defpots and their cannons (hall befilenc- 
ed ; philofophy denounces them at the bar of the uiii- 
verfe ; and hiftory, fuUied with their crimes, has 
drawn their charadlers. Shortly the annals of man- 
Itind will be thofe of virtue $ and in records of 
France, a place will be referved for our tcllrmoniei 
'cf fraternity with the Britifii and Ir.(h focietics ; but 
efpecially for theConditutional Society of London. 

DouBttES's the new year, which is now ap- 
proattingi will fee all your rights reftorcd. • 1 hfe 



meeting of your parliameDt attradis oar attention. 
We hope that then^ philq/bphy will thunder by the 
iQOuch of eloquence, and that the Englifh will fub-* 
ilitute the grpajc charter of Nature, ia place of the 
great charter of King John. 

Thb principles upon which oar own Republic ha« 
been founded, have been difcovered by the cele- 
brated writers of your nation ; vye have taken pof- 
feiEon of their difcoveries in the focial art, becaafe, 
truths revealed to the world are the property of all 
tnankind. A people which has brought reafon to 
rnaturity, will not be consent with liberty by halves ^ 
it will doubtlefs refufe fo capitulate with defpo- 
tifm. 

GEffEROirs Britons i let us afTociate for the hap- 
pinefs of the human race ; let us deHroy every pre- 
judice^ let us caufe ufjrful knowledge to filtre thro' 
every branch of the focial tree ; let us infpire our 
equals with a fenfe of their dignty ; let us teach 
Ithem above all, that vices are the infeparable com^ 
panions of flavery ; and let us. depend upon it» that 
our efforts will be favoured by the God of liberty, 
who weighs the def^iny of empires, and holds in his 
hands the fate of nations. 
(See Bclfafi Aiirtfiy to vbicblbe above reflj reftr$^ at page 6€.) 



BELFAST yOLUNTE^ CX}MPAlirY. 

^T a meeting of the Belfaft Volunteer Company, 
(Blue) 14th December, 1792, to take into con- 
^deration a late Proclamation, iffued by the Lor()^ 
Lieutenant and Privy Council of Ireland, 

MR. JAMES' MUNPOAD IN TH£ CHAIR: 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be ap^ 
pmnted, for the purpofe of taking into their conii- 
deration the faid Proclamation — and do report tbt 
^me to this Coippany p)i Monday nex(« 
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t ncmbg of itbr "Bf Ifaft Volunteer Compaikf; 
Mooda^A i7ih JCtec«ml*Br, 1792, 

LIBXrrBV AICT BCTTT IK THE CHAIR, 

Th^Mif^'^if^g ApoMSf wa9 upanioaoQ^dy agreed to ; 
TO TH5E VWiUNTEBM OF IRELAND, 
ri X'l'OW CITIZENS^ 

W£ are induced tp addreG you 00 the prefent 
fKcafion, with aai expofiuoo pf our fentimebts, iii 
confe^^ence of t)ie late 'Proclamation, i^^ed by the 
X*ord Ue.Q|eivi|)C and Council (^f chi$' 'kingdom^ 
a^ainft the affemDlingof cei-tain new vpiunteer affo' 
fiation^ in $he coutity ind c\%v of pupjin -and we 
ihall Jbe y^ry happy indeed', if our fentianents ihaJl 
ititkeef ypui- apprpbauon.*-TwJiich will Jbe (Fell Jen own 
hy the jeifoiMtiplis wltich the faid proclamation is 
Jikcly \Q draw fr<j4^ o^e^ .^ffqciaCfid' corps, like our- 
Kiv.es. 

Wkptheji the ft^a^e pf thje country i$ intended 
hy this prpclamaiion, ivc iball cot :pr;etend to fay— 
yje AJTf tk^evi^r njor^.cpijfi^ent iV bciieving that iti 
aim is to diyi^e ; and the fpfpe^ co^f 'in>^nt Paid to 
fhore ancient. A^ociations^ in cpntradiilinaion to 
iho(e now fprmfng, a'gainil which* this proclamationf 
is levelled, leaves u$ on tfiia head little' room to 
ioubt. • / • • ^ 

We do not Aipppfeit poAil>]e« hpweyej*, .that this 
effcft will be produced ; our country has 1)ecn too 
iong.di^ided hy tflfles,' rr^ i« now too •feniibie of 
^e rifihg confeauetice of k« 'people, by tjie unity 
whieh pervades all Van ks, to fear fucha^n event.*— . 
We alMook ^rwar d to fh« &ftie cooimon objed-of 
political liberty^ and we knc^w tpp well t>y lad ex- 
perience, that it is not by divifions we are to ac- 
Compliiji ooT purpoie. 

Philanthropy, <jhe oifspring of charity an^ 
benevolence, ii (hedding over us its influence like 
the bed of bleifings, *nd maukiQd becoming wii^ 
ire determined to be free. 
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We Originally took up arms for our defence ^gainft 

foreign invaHon, and we have continued in the ule 
of them, becaufe we ooniider it a means of pro- 
dacing internal tranquillity. 

We have always when called on, given our af- 
lifiance to the magiftracy of our country, in the due 
execution of the laws. In a word, we efteem it 
proper chtt citizens ihould know the ufe of arms, 
aod we con/ider ihat country in the bed Aace of de« 
fence, when the people are ftrong. The fame force 
which was ready to defend the country againU the 
attempts of foreign force, we hope, will be ever 
found equally ready to afTcrt domeftic quiet ; the 
prefervation of private property; and the common 
rights of gU the people of Ireland. 

We conifer for ourfelves, that it is the unaliena- 
blt: right of 'all the people of Ireland to carry arms, 
and in confirmation of the faid opinion, this Com- 
pany always has been open to the admiflion of men 
of every religion ; — and the experience of many 
years proves to our knowledge, that a man's fcnti- 
ments in this refpcft is noteft of his ability, becaufe 
we have found the fame addrefs, and the fame good 
behaviour in our brother foldiers, pr9feiring to be 
Roman Catholics, as in thofe of any other religion- 

Impressed with thefe fentiments, and highly 
feniible of the great and uftful confequences which 
may refult fom the people embodying them felves 
for the purpofe of learning the ufe of arms ; We 
hail as brothers our fellow citizens, entering into 
aHbciations like our own, for the welfare, profpe- 
rity, and emancipation of their country ; under 
vvljatever name or of whatever religion ; and we 
will cultivate with them one common intereft. We 
declare for ourfelves, that the freedom of our coun- 
try is our only objedj and if wc are afked, what 
^re our views and our wilhes ; without hefitation, 
we anfvver, we want the renovation of the Conftitu- 
tion ; and to thof^ people who are pleafed to cali 
all public virtue treafon, and uU improvement inno- 
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vntion-*we reply, that an eftedtaal and adequate re- 
form in the reprefentation of the people in parlia- 
ment is our only objed, in the purfuit of which 
objedt we fhall never flacken our efforts. 

If bad advifers, or weak and wicked men, (hall 
force the people into extremity — on them let all the 
miferies fall of'civil convulfion. 

The peopiedemandthat fhareof the ComfHtation 
which icsfpirit warrants^ and in the purfuit they are 
juftified. — We are now united— let us purfcverc— ■ 
and fuccefs will crown our endeavours. 

JAMES M'CLEAN, Sec. 



*^* Tho' the following is not conneded with the 
general fubje<^ of this Book, it is inserted here as 
a means of preferving lids which willj at a future 
day, be confidered curious. 



J>OPULATION, ET CETERA, OF BELFAST, IhT 

^^%^ ^JEZ> 179X. 

Number of Inhabitants, &c. in the town and fub* 
urbs of Bclfart, as taken ill January, 1782, by 
Mr. Robert Hyndman, then High Con{lable« 

8026 Houfw. containing JJ' 33 JJ^'^;^ 

In all, 13,105 



There were alfo in town, 5S8 looms, moftly cm- 
ployed in the cambrick, lawn, and cotton 
oranches ; 13 flocking- locnns, 1 hair loom, 4. 
carding-machines, and 25 fpinning-jennies for 
cotton, the number of the latter then daily in- 
creafing: Out of the above there were ^ he fol- 
lowing number of each trade, &c. viz. 
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Butchers - - ^7 

Bakers • - 40 

Barbers - - 2S 

Coopers • - 163 

Carpenters . - • 68 

Cabinet- makers - - 22 

Chandlers - - * 27 

Hatters - - ' 18 

Hoiiers - - 7 

Mafons - - 48 

Nailors . - zj 

Painters - - 9 

Ropers - - 20 

Reed makers - - 6 

Shoemakers, twoof them females, 234 

Saddlers - - 14 

Sawyers - - 26 

Smiths - - 78 

St^ymakers - - 6 

. Taylors - . - 65 

Tanners and Curriers - 35 

Weavers, one or them a female> 389 

Watchmakers - 3> - 14 

Wheelwrights - - 9 

Sundry other trades - 166 • 

Tobacco Spinners, (giving employ- 1 

ment to 152 children of both > 38 

fexes.) 3 

Publicans under licence for fpirits and 1 

ftrong beer, being one to every > 119 

16th houfe. 3 

By the above it appears the town and fuburbs were 

increafcd lince lil Jan. 1757, being 25 years, 
nearly one half; the following being the then 
ilate of the fdme : 

1779 Hoofes, coataimng J ^^Jg j Roman CachoUck., 

. ^ 8549 
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There were at that period, 399 looms, and 1800 

people able to bear arms. 

Increafe in houfes is 247 

Ditto in Inhabitants 4556 

IN 1791. 
Number of the Inhabitants, &c. in the Town and 
Suburbs of Helfnft, taken at Midfummcr, 1791, 
by the fame Pcrfon. 
3909 houfes occupied. 
198 do. untenanted, chiefly new houfes. 

3107 Containing 8932 males. 

9388 females. 

In all, 18,320 

« 

There are 522 looms employed at cotton. 
129 do. at cambrick and linen* 
28 do. at fail cloth. ' 
16 do. at (lockings. 

695 looms in all. 

There were 229 fpinning jennies, from 25 to 100 
threads, which draw 15,273 threads of cotton, or 
nearly 67 threads each on an average. 

Out of the above there is the following number of 
each trade, &c. viz. 
Botchers ' - - - 39 

Bakers - - ^7 

Barbers - - 3^ 

Coopers - ■ - i»5 

Carpenters - - 169 

Cabinet-makers - - 4^ 

Chandlers - - 29 

Hatters - - 3^ 

Hofiers - - >6 

Mafons - ^- 68 

Nailers (one female) - 4' 
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Painters - - 17 

Ropers - - 3j 

Reed-roakers - - 6 

Shoe-makers (two females) - 312 

Saddlers - - 22 

Sawyers - - 37 

Smiths - • 69 

Staymakers - - . 15 

Taylors (one female) - lOO 

Tanners and Curriers - 45 

Weavers (fix females) - 679 

Watchmakers - - 22 

Wheelwrights, - - 6 

Sundry other trades - 220 

Tobacco Spinners, giving employment^ 

to 26 children of both (exes, (decreafe { 

in 9f years, including children em- ^ 5 

ployed, 165 : the confequence of j 

impolitic revenue laws) J 

Publicans under licence for fpirits and 1 

flrong beer, being one 10 every 1 7th / ^ 

houfe : a great number of them per- j ^ 

fons who have trades - J 

By the above i-t appears, the town and fuburbs were 

encreafed in lefs than 10 years , 

Houfes - 1,081 

Inhabitants - S^^^S 



As Bally MAC ARRET is only feparated from the 
town of Belfaft by the Long Bridge, the following 
view of its progreflive improvement is given; 
In 1781. In 1791. 

Houfes g6 Houfes 279 

Males 195 Males 596 

Females 224 Females 6(2 



4«9 1,208 

Refolntions, dated 12 December, by a Clnb ftyled 
Jacobin«, are omitted. 

O 
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AT A MEETING OF THK 
FIRST BELFAST VOLUNTEER COMPANT, 

DECEMBER l8> I793» 
WILLIAM TENNENT, IN THE CHAIR. 
TBE rOLLOWlNO ADDRESS WAS UNANIMOUSLr AGREID T0. 

10 THE rOLUN7EERS OF IRELAND. 

FELLOW SOLDIERS^ 

YOUR COUNTRY IS IN DANGER ! 

THE period of a few fleecing months has fcarcel/ 
elapfed, fince the Firft Bel fa ft Volunteer Company, 
imprefled with the interefting fituation of this ifland, 
and the extraordinary encreafe of its armed citizens, 
did publifh to the world, anew, their fentiments 
concerning the volunteer ihftitution — a dignified and 
moft honourable inflitution, in whofc lifts (hould bs 
found enrolled the names of all the virtuous inha- 
bitants of Ireland. We, who in the hour of dan- 
ger, and in the face of the enemy, took up arms 
in defence of our country, when left to its own ener- 
gy, by an abandoned and imbecile adminiftration ; 
We, who have received the unanimous thanks of 
every branch of the iegiftacure, did not imagine, 
that the arm of power would ever be uplifted in 
this land, to fupprefs the revival of our laudable 
afTociations. 

When the right of the people to appear in arms 
is called in queftion, by a proclamation of the Lord 
Lieutenant and Privy Council of Ireland ; whca 
the exercifeof this right is branded with the epithets, 
illegal and feditious — when menacing preparations 
by land and fea, indicate the near approach of war; 
and when falfe and malicious reports are induftri- 
ouily circulated, with a view of fpreading jealoufies 
and difcontents ; we call upon you to be £rm !— 
to perfevere !— to unite ! 

The union of the people now makes defpoti 
tremble in foreign lands. It is to union Ireland 
muft owe its falvation : the want of anion^ ten years 
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fince, rendered abortive all your efforts for eman- 
cipation. 

Our fellow foldicrs of Dublin, are charged with 
a/Tembling " to uitbfland lawful authority, ^nd 
violently and forcibly to redrefs pretended griev- 
ances." — What ! are the grievances of which the 
people consplain, only *' pretended ones ?*' Is 
fecking a redoration of ourrights — a reform in the 
reprefentation of the, people in parliament, an at- 
tempt to fubvert the conllitution ? We fay, no ! it is 
to reftore it. 

Under thefe circumftances, we eftecm it our 
jduty to make a further declaration of our prin- 
ciples and ppinioQS. 

We aflbciated for the defence of ourfclves, this 
town and country, and for the fupport of the 
rights of Ireland. We fay, that it is the right of the 
people to be reprefented in parliament — taxation 
without reprefentation is oppreflion — that the peo- 
ple are not reprefented — that parliament is not 
as it ought to be, an emanation from the people — - 
•—that tne grievances under which the people labour 
are almjfl innumerable and intolerable: — But we 
add, that a real aod radical reform in the reprefenta- 
tive branch of the legiQature, would reltore the 
people to their due weight in the government of the 
country, and every lefler evil would quickly vanifli. 

These are our opinions; — neither proclamations 
nor threats (hall deter us from the purfuit of our 
rigiits. — Our deiire is peace ; the welfare of our 
country, of our families, of our friends, require it 
of us. Let thgfe who, by refilling the united voice 
of a nation, drive the people into extremities, be 
alone anfvverable to God and their country^ for the 
confequences. 

Fellow-Soldiers! — Unite! — encreafe your num- 
bers and improve your difcipline 1 — a people 
«fpiring to be free, (hould be able to proted 
liberty. An armed nation can never be made flaves. 
Perleverc I and our country mud be faved ! 

WILLIAM TENNENT, Chairman. 
JPHN RABB, SscRsTART. 
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TOWTJ MEETING. 

WE the fubfcribcrs, iDhabitanu of the town of 
Belfail, earneiliy rcqueil the attendance of our fcl- 
low-citizeDS, at a general meeting of the town, at 
the market- houfe, on NA ednefday next, the 26ch 
inil. at noon, fcr the purpole of exprtfiing our icn- 
timenis on the prefent ftate of public affairs ; and to 
enter into fuch oiher meafures as may be deemed ex- 
pedient for the accompli (hi ng that great objcd— aa 
equal repreTentation of the people in parliament. 

Bclfall, December 19, 1792* 



C. Raoken 
Wm. Brown 
Cunn Greg 
Alex. Orr 
Will Sicvcnfon 

}as. Fcrgufon 
ohn Macartney 
Sam. ThoniDfon 
James Hulmcs 



Robert Davit 
Robert Thmnfo« 
Will. Sinclare 
Robert Getty 
Alex Mitchell 
John Hulvnes 
John Brown 
A]cT. Gordon 
John Rubiofon 



Wm. Magce 
John Cuming 
Wm. 'i'cnncnt 
Thomas Brown 
Jtjhii Boyle 
Thus. Sinclare 
Sam M'Tier 
Henry Hailett. 



COPY OF AN ADDRESS 

' * • 

To the Delegates for Parliamentary Reform, in 
Scotland, unanimouily agreed to by the Second 
Society of United Iriflimen, of Belfaft ; and 
recommended to the other Societies of this town, 
to be fent as the joint addrefs of the four Societies ; 
which was accordingly done, in December, 1792. 

ASSOCIATED for the purpofe of promoting 
union among Irifhmen, reltoring three millions of 
brethren to the righ.s of citizenthip, and effectuat- 
ing a radical and complete reform of parliamentary 
rcprefentation ior the people of Ireland, we caumt 
behold, with indifference, the vivid glow of pa- 
triocifm which brightens the face of other nations, 
and the irrefiiiible eUllicicy, with which man, long 
bent down into a bcail of burden, ihakcs off the 
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yoke of defpotirm and refumes his form ereSt, in 
neighbouring kingooms. We exult in the triumph 
of humanity which regenerated Gaul exhibits ; 
and the revival of the iongdormant valor, which 
piade the Csefars tremble, and in earlier times, 
£jled Rome itfelf with iuppliant mourners. We 
accompany with raptures, the Iteps of freemea 
traveriing the montains of Savoy, erecting the 
ilandard of liberty on the llrong hoids of del'potifm, 
and unicing the great family of God in the bonds 
of fraternity, in the fruitful plains of Belgia wo 
hail profpeds equally grateful to the enjightene4 
eye, and flattering to the liberal heart. Ttic aroi 
of defpotifm palfled — her hofts difcomficed — her 
throne tottering to ruin — and her motley train of 
Haves and fycophants, with all her proud abettors, 
plunged in deipair, or meditating; with fell re« 
yenge, a laft convulfive ftruggle in her caufe.' 

fiuT our raptures and our triumphs xnigl|( be 
ranked with the tranfports of children, did wcdweli 
for ever, as with the ftare of fooliih wonder, on thefc 
the glories of another land ; while even the fainter 
brightnefs which opens on bqr own^ and filler king^ 
doms, ihines unnoticed. Thank Qod ! there too 
we fee the light of political knowledge widely 
difFufed ; and the feeds of liberality vegetating with 
vigor in the genial warmth of reftored fraternity, 
and united patriotifm. With us, that knowledge 
hath already aiTumed the form of language, and,. 
in humble refpcdlful petition, prefented the claims 
of a profcribed nation at the bar of the leglflature. 
We are forry to fay thefe claims were not treated 
with deference, or decency. We were not dii- 
couraged, but reanimated by their rcjettion. The 
chaos of Irishmen, as by the voice of Omnipotence, 
was inftantiy moulded into a body, its members 
arranged, and the frame organized. Nor were 
vigor and harmony ever characterized in greater 
perfection, than in the repreien cation of that body 
how exhibited in the metropolis of tiic kiiigaom.— : 
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And as it reflcfts the image of the original, we 
in<fw it win fpeak its voice — the people's voice I— 
the cnlj •* Jure Divin'j^^ La*w of Nations ! 

V/£ know too, that voice Jhall be heard. Irifh- 
mcii have willed it, and they mtifi be free. The 
violations of their conititution» the perverfion of 
its principles, the abufe of its powers, and the 
avowed influence of venality and corruption, muft 
be fwept away together ; not, Ke hope, by the 
awfuJ experiment of a contefted Revolution— may 
Heaven avert the dieadful neceffity ! bat, by a 
'Voluntary, immediatt, and radical Reform. 

While this is the objefl of our defires, oar 
^ftions, and oar union, and we arc unalterably 
determined, by peaceable and conftitational means, 
to obtain it, we reprobate the mean idea of enjoy- 
ing it exclufively. Liberty is the defire of all na- 
tions ! The birth right of all men ! To preferrc 
jt, with watchful jealoufy, is the firft political duty ! 
To recover it, when arretted by the hand of tyranny, 
the higheft pinnacle of human glory. That all men 
may aiTert, reclaim, and enjoy it, is, therefore, 
the fervent prayer of our hearts ! 

That Scotland, for ages, the afylum of inde- 
pendence, and equally renowned in arms and arts ; 
that Scotland, the modern nur!c of literature and 
fcience, whofe feminaries have fupplied the world 
with ftatefroen, orators, hiftorians', and philofo- 
phers; Scotland, whofe penetrating genius, has 
forced iis way into the repofitories of nature, un- 
veiled her hidden myfteries, and brought forward all 
her richcft treafure* for ^he healing of the nations 1 
Scotland, where a Reidand a Beatty broke the fpellj 
of an annihilating philofophy, which had reduced 
the univerfe to a Jhado^y idea ; who held her up to 
ridicule ; and prefentcd creation anew, in her nativ^ 
fubllantiality and folid glories, to the fight of all 
men ! That this fame Scotland (hould have fo long 
forgotten her degraded ftate, as a nation, flept ovei* 
her political infignificancc, or fiit^ntly acquielcc^ ifl 
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the mockery of a popular reprefentation, among the 
fenacors of another people^ hach long filled us wicli 
inexprei&ble adonifhmenC. And, when we receded 
on our relation of fellow-fubjeds, or, as our Ca- 
tholic brethren have more properly denominated us^ 
fellow Jla<vsi ! and the more loiemn ties of rtJigioa 
and blocd by which many of us are conneded with 
you, we candidly own our ailoniihmenc was not 
irtt from a mixture of regret : for, however humi- 
Hacirig our own fituation may have been« the Pro* 
teitants and reformed among us, in the fcale of ite^-' 
dom, were much fuperior to the Scottilh people. 

What your ftat^, as a people, was, previous to 
the day which fet upon your independence, and 
blotted your name from among the nations of the 
earth, we prefume not to delineate. What your 
ilnce, from that day^ has been, and now is, we 
know5 ^nxi ye, the deltgcU^s for promoting a refofm^ 
ihaft feeh Delineation of it isj therefore, unne- 
ceifaiy. We only fay— and we fay it, with conti- 
dence^ Scotland as a nation, or pare of a nation, 
Has no people ! The idea therefore of a parliamentary 
reprefentation of the Commons of Scotland is only a /o- 
litical fiaion ! a fiftion io bold, that we are aftoniftied 
at the audacity, which firil prefumed to hold it ouc 
as a reality. And when we confider that a whole; 
nation implicitly fwal lowed the idea as a reality^ we 
cannot be furprized that the genius of a Hume ihould 
invert the poAtion, and endeavour to impoie che 
reality of the univerfe, upon a credulous fccptical 
world, as an idea only* 

Your eyesj brother- friends of a reform, are 
now opened to the deception; your tongues ate 
loofed, and your pens ready. While, with your 
eyes ye behold the neceilicy and importance of the 
political regeneration which you have united to pro- 
mote, lee your tongues make it familiar to the ears, 
aod your pens prelent it to the eyes of your bre- 
thren, nubofe fathers *vjere a people. We are affur- 
cd. of your abilities^ your learning, aud your eio- 
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qtiCDCC ; >'00r patriotifin we doubt tiot; and on 
your perfeverancc we rely yt'ith confidence* Nor 
can we fuppofe, for a moment, that ye will ever 
fuiFcr the whifper of malice, or the frowns of 
otiSce to deter you from your purfuit. It is worthy 
of men-^worthy of you.ii.And ye will not abandoa 
it I Ye will never difappoint your brethren by dil- 
gi acing yourfelves ! We know the conflid is ar- 
duous. But, where the public good is the end, zc\i 
the means are legal, every flep i» fafe ;— Succefs 
fnre, tho' flow, and the reward immortal. 

(Ti?f a6o*ve, it is helie^eii, nvas only publijhti in 
hand bills, and not in the ne*w/papers,J 



roHTN meeting: 



AT a general roeeiing of the inhabitants of Hel- 
faft, convened by public advertifement, (for which 
fee page lOo) at the Town Houfe, and for want of 
room, adjourned to Mr. Vance's Meeting- Hoo(e> 
oo Wcdnefday, December 26, 1792, 

CHARLES RANKEN, IK TRB CHAIR. 

At a period when the pablic mind is fb mtrch 
agitated — when the nation feems to be in a ftate of 
f mothered war ; — we deem it the duty of every man 
who is a friend to his country, to peace and good 
order, to come forward and publicly avow his fen- 
timents. 

We, therefore, declare, that after all we have 
heard and read about our glorious and happy conlli- 
tution, we are' fo ignorant as not to be able to find 
what it is : We cannot, however, conceive, that if 
in any nation three-fourths of the inhabitants are 
rbfoiutely excluded from all (hare in the legiHatore 
and only a very fmall part of the other fourth re- 
prcfented ; if the great majority, of what are called 
the rcprefentatives, be appointed arbitrarily, by a 
few individuals, for a long-term of years, abd'cot 
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aCC^tnotable to the people ; — If pUees and pen^ooi 
be multiplied for ch^ piirpofes of corruption ; — if 
HQ rerponfibility be annexed to the great offices of 
ftacc ; it taxes without end be levied off the 
J>eopley and the nation involved in debt> for the 
purpofe of parchafing votes Co impofe more taxes; 
•—If the honours of the peerage be brought to fale 
to raiie funds for the fame pnrpofes ; if the furplut 
of the revenue^ inftead of being applied to lefTen 
the national debt, be carried to another country^ 
whether to bribe the reprelentatives of the people 
there;, or to pay German hutcbfrs for mafl*acreing 
the friends of freedom in France ; if the fabjeft 
be deprived of the trial by jury, whether by penal 
flatates, by re'venue or jj;ame tavfs, by J^att or by 
Attachments :-*.-We fay— if any nation labours under 
thofe and innumsrabJe other grievances, pradkifed 
under colour of law — we are yet to learn what is 
the gioriotts and baffj conftitution of that nation t 
We do not hefitate to fay-*THEY are a nation 

OF SLAVES ! 

We declare, that a government by King, Lords 
jand Commons, the Commons being a real reprefen« 
tacion of all the people, is the government which^ 
if attainable without violence, we wiihforand prefer j 
ciiat we do not vvi(h fOr a revolution, deeming it the 
la^ meafure of dire oecefli ty — a meafnre to which 
no wife or good man would refort until every other 
4neans had been tried in vain—-and being convinced 
chat our prefent form of government, however de- 
fc^ive, poiTeffes the power, if it had the will, of re* 
/orming all abufes and remedying all defers without 
.violence or commotion, and that fuch reform must 
take place whenever the united voice of the people 
ihall call for it. 

And we farther declare ogr opinion > that if any 
j>erfons in this kingdom be endeavouring to promote 
a revolution, it can only be thofe, who determined^ 
CO preferve till the laft moment their fyftem of cor- 
ruption^ their borough influence^ their Placet and 
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their penfions, pcrtinacioufly oppofe every attempt 
towards a reform, thereby doing their utmofl ta 
produce public commotion and overthrow the 
govern menty by driving the nation to defpair, — In- 
fatuated mortals ! — wiiifu ly and wickedly blind to 
future consequences ! — and of whom it may bejuft-* 
ly faid, ^em Deus vuli perdertj trius dement at *^ 
AAf'hom God determines to deilroy, he £rfl makes 
mad. 

We declare, that a radical reform in the repre- 
fentation of the people has long been, dnd dill is, 
the great objedl to which all pur wiQies, all our en- 
deavours tend, the object which we have purfued, 
and which we Hiall never ccafe to purfue until it is 
attained ; that to attain it we (hall think no facrifice 
too much, no riik too great ; and that no reforiti 
can ever be adequate or ufeful, fatisfa6^ory or just, 
unlefs ALL IRISHMEN, of cvcry defcription, (hall 
be equally and fairly rcprefented. 

Resolved. That, with the utmbft deference for 
our countrymen in general, we would moll refpedt- 
fully fuggell the propriety of county meetings and 
of provincial conventions, by delegations 
from parifhes, cities and great towns ; — a mcafure 
by which the united voice of all the men of, Ireland 
would be drawn to a focus, all wild ideas exploded/ 
a permanent chain of national conimonication form-" 
ed, and the important buiinefsof the kingdom con- 
dudled with that dignity and energy which become 
a great nation, peaceably, but firmly demand- 
ing THEIR RIGHTS. 

Resolved, That a committee of twenty one be 
now appointed, with full powers to correfpond, in 
our name, with our fellow-citizens in all parrs 
of this country, in all parts of this province ; and 
in all parts of the other provinces j and in concert 
with them fo purfue fuch meafures as fhall be deenr- 
ed expedient for procuring fuch meetings and 
conventions : — That faid committee have fuii power, 
(when th<^ fhall deem the time proper) to cail, in 
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our name, ^ general meeting of the inhabitants of 
Ais parifti, to appoint delegates to fuch meeting and 
convention, and alfo to call us together for the fame 
parpofe. 

RESOLVED, rHAT 

C Ranken Samuel Neilfdn Wm. Tcnncnt 

Robert Thomfon Rcvd. S. Kclburne Robert Simmj 

John Hoimci Revd. P. Vance Dr. M*DouncU 

James Holmes Hu. Montgomery George Joy 

Dodkor White Henry HaActt H,u. Crawford 

J^s. Fergufoa Robert G«tty Sam. Brown 

Will Sinclaire Sam. M*Tier John Boyle 

be, and they hereby are, appointed a committee, 
for the above purpofes. 

Resolved — That our warmeft thanks are juftly 
dae to the volvinteers of Ireland — to the old aiTociar 
tJons and to the new corps formed and forming:— 
&OLDIERS OF Li^ERxy 1 — we thank you ! — be 
jiRM ! — encreafe your numbers— perfeft your dif- 
cipline — defpifc the fulminacions of placed and 
penfioned courtiers, and of guzzling corporations. 
Great is your merit ! you prcfervcd internal peace-— 
you aided and fupported the civil Magiftrate in the 
execution of the laws— unite and persevere ! 
You faved your country from foreign invafion, and 
refcued her from foreign legiilation— and (hould a 
con tell for liberty ever become necefTary, (which 
God avert) we truft you will refcue her from inter- 
nal opprcflion. 

Resolved, That a voluntary contribution be 
received from the inhabitants of this town, who, 
from age, infirmitiy, or other caufes, are prevent- 
ed from enrolling themfelves among the volunteers, 
for the purpofe of creating a military fund, to fup- 
ply with ammunition and other necefTaries, the 
(volunteers already embodied and embodying in 
JBelfaft- and that the committee this day appointed, 
j>e refuelled to take the trouble of receiving ^he 
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And with great deference to our county men, we 
beg lea^e to recommend the adoption of a iimilar 
meafure. 

CHARLES RANKEN, Cbaievaii. 

Mr. Rankbn having left the chair, Mr. William 
Sinclaire was unanimbufly called io it ; and it Wa& 
then kefolved. that the unanicnoas thanks of this 
meeting be given to the chairman for his readinefs in 
taking the chair, and for the ibrid propriety of hit 
condud in it. 

WEU^IAM SINCLAIRE. 
SAM. NEXLSONi S*caaTAaT. 






The following ii an account of the meeting of thd 
inhabitants of fielfaft, on the fubjcdl of a Reform 
in Parliament, at which the foregoing refolutions 
were agreed to* 

DEBATE. 

; THE meeting was one of the mofl numeroas of 
the inhabitants of this town that we ever recoiled. 
Charles Ranken, of Richmond Lodge, £fq. being 
ttnanimoufly called to the chair ; the bafinefs was 
opCDed hy Mr. Robert Thomson. 

Hk obferved, that we were called together to 
exprefs our fentiments on the ftate of public a/Fairs 
at this crifis — a crifis the roofl important and awful 
that had dccurfed in 'this country itnce the Revolu- 
tion of i68S. Difcontent pervaded the kingdom i 
the people felt grievances and wifhed them redrefTed { 
but wany wild notions had been taken up about the 
mode of redrefs ; that many talked of a revolution ; 
many talked of liberty and equalityj words little 
underflood by fome, and to which ftrange ideas were 
atxnexed ; that if we could this day lay a foundation 
for pointing (he attention of the public mind to a 
proper objed and to that alone, the town of Relfall 
would do more fervice to the country, and acquire 
more honor to itl'elf Uiaa it ever h;^d done^ or ^vcr 
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fnigkt do ttgxln ; that we had nooccaiion for a revo* 
lution ; all grievancci would be redrefled by a par« 
liameotary /eform, and that might be obtained 
without violence, without anarchy. 

To fulJaw him thro' an excellent train of argu-* 
nient, which carried convidion to the underiianding 
of every hearer^ as much exceeds our ability as ie 
would be iaconfident with the limits of this paper. 
With much force of thought, he pointed out the 
necellity th;lt at prefent exifts for declaring, what 
were the objcAs of the people* That the agitatioa 
of the public. rendered ic abfolutely neceiTary, and 
for that purpofe, as a part of the coUedive budy» 
we were that day arffcn abl e d ; H^drcw a ftriking 
pidlore of the extreme di^erence between the former 
ftat* of France^ under its old Government, whea 
the wilt of one man gave law to millions, and the 
fitte of this coontry. We have not, faid he, here, 
like them, to tear up by the roots and overtorn Go- 
vernment — we have not to fubvert, but to reform. 
We had, he. faid» grievances, and enormous ones» 
that demanded immediate redrefs« He dwelt par- 
ticularly on the word;> liberty and equality, as terms 
often mifunderiiood ; and went at large into the 
£rft principles of government, pointing out tho 
alterations that take place in the change from the 
ftate of nature to that of civil fociety. Among the 
many wild notions that have been fpoken of, noching 
was more wild than thofe which arofe from the im« 
proper ufs of the two words mentioned — words 
which by no means bore the meanings often afixed 
to them. He defintsd Uherty as that ilate which 
aiforded protedion to all alike by equal laws, for 
the government and good of the whole community* 
With regard to tfuality, taken in its literal meaniug« 
it was abfurd, for it did not exifl in nature. He threw 
the folly of an equalling fyflem into the following 
point of vievt : He computed the acres in Ireland at 
1 1 , 000,0:0, near 3 of which were generally deemed 
iwk^T bo^ or moanuio^ ufelefs for the p\xrpoh% of hui^- 
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bsndiy ; and the inhabitants of the kingdom at 4 mil^ 
lions. Suppofethe other 8 millions divided, there are 
en)y 2 acres for each inhabitant ! The coin of Ireland 
was a good many years fince eftimated at about three 
iniilions, fuppofe it now to be five; if equally di- 
vided, it would give 25s. to each ; — bat that is im« 
pofBble, for the moment infurredions began, every 
man who had money would either fend it out of (he 
kingdom or bury it in the earth,. where probably 
much of it would never be found • As to all the 
other wealth of the nation, it would be in a great 
meafure loll ; for no man ' would have ufe for it, no 
man could buy it. Could a man with two acres of 
Ifind, and 25s. in money, buy a coach and fix, or 
a fine houfe and its furniture ? Could he carry OQ 
manufadures v/nh that capital ; or could he buy 
ihips and export your produce and manufadlures to 
Hbreign markets? Would any inan by fucha parti- 
tion acquire any thing worth contending for, or for 
which he would wiih to throw his country into con- 
fufion, and deluge it with blood ? Surely no. But 
let us look a little farther — the fpend thrift, the 
drunkard, the gambler, would not have their bad 
habits eradicated by two acres of land and 25 s. ia 
money ; they would quickly be gone ; the careful, 
ibber, parfimonious clafs of men would acquire 
ihem ; here agnin is inequality, and a new partitioa 
muft be made by a new commotion, and more blood- 
ihed, to redore equality again ; and this without 
end. Who would not fly to the verge of the earth 
to avoid a country where fuch confufion reigned ? 

In the interval of contention, trade and manu-* 
failures, the foul of induftry and the fpring of 
wealth, would be loft ; for the means of carrying 
ihem on would no more exift. From the inftant of 
the ellabliihment of a ftate of equality, (were it a 
pofiible caie) from what we are, we fhould infallibly 
fall into a ilate of beggary, and become a nation, of 
favages. He declared, that he preferred our go- 
vcraoienc tp eytry other^ y/iih aa improved repcv 
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fcntation ; but without it, any other was perliajw 
as good. ImprefTed wich fuch ideas, he had drawn 
up a Declaration, which he would fubmit to the 
adembly, and which he hoped would produce an 
unanimous vote ; he accordingly read the whole, 
and afterwards moved it paragragh by paragraph, 
feconded by Mr. Wm. Sinclaire. 

It was moved by Mr. John Holmes, on coming 
to the third refolution, that the words " z/ attaina-- 
hie ^without 'violence,^* fhould be expunged, whicU 
led to fome debate, but was at length negatived, 
with three or four voices for expunging. 

Mr. Robert Getty faid, that a Reform ia 
Parliament was the utmod bound of his wifhes, and 
if attained, he ihould as one rell contented. He 
confeiTed that the Britifh Conftitution, in its theory, 
was peculiarly adapted to the people, and perhaps 
better fitted for theiiKprefent condition than a purer 
one. He went into^ the firft principles of gov^ra- 
nent, proving that it was an inilicution intended to 
promote the good of fociety* That fociety had a 
right to model or reform it as they pleafed, and 
found moH conducive to their interefL He ftated a 
cafe, that if a people fairly appointed a convention 
for examining abufes crept into their government, 
and that the plan for its reformation had afterwards 
met the perfect fanftion of thofe who appointed them 
to prepare it^n fuch a fituacion, a government that 
would pretend to oppofe the general will, would be 
guilty of high treafon againft the ftate. If ever fuck 
a day fhould arrive, he would fay as one thai: he 
ihould be found at his poft, ready to do his duty xo 
his country. He urged with much ability the wif- 
dom 9f rallying round one point, round the confti^ 
tutien-'as nothing could prevent the completion of 
our wifh except a divided fen timent among ourfelves. 
Let ntoderate men come forward — the puolic intereft 
requires it: let us fave the country from themiferies 
of convulfion by a reform. Let governors beware 
how by folly they cofflmlt this country ; for if i^ 
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«ver iappened, h wnanld perhaps ]be fiMiod diat the 
beautiful fracoe of our gDv«rnm«9< w^hc be loft, 
ft«d that neither the exiAefioe of a P-rincc, nor of 
fapknt heitditsry cotiafcU^ri, w^ukl be thoHgiit 
e&ncial to the vital principles of freedom* 

Ma. MoNTFOAD iaMl* there are jFoor dailJBsof 

people in this afTeiabl^ tQ^hoo 1 wifli to addreis 

myCeif ; the iril are thofe who by reafos of .(faeir 

advanced age* or want of iKalth« are unable M) 

ferve their country in per/on ; they may do it jpoph 

Icrnce by contributiag to the «aiife in a pecuni^ 

way. Unlefs you appear to be in .earneft^ and ablje 

to carry into execution what tnay be amed on at your 

Convention, you will be fpiwned at by /tbofe who ^ 

prefent enjoy the power of mUng i|i this couatiy.. 

1 therefore earneftiy recommendi no {uch a« canncit 

perfonally affift in this bufinefs, by reafon of years 

and infirmities, and are rich, that a f^brcriptiop be 

immediately opened to parcfaafe ar«n^^ ammiiniuonj 

and accoutrements* The iecond cLafs of peoplci 

arc thofe who dmce took up and carried arms in ihe 

caofe of their countiy, bnt who have long laidrtheip 

alide. Different caufes may have opei^at^d ^pon ihif 

Blinds of different men to induce th.ei|i to do foi 

jnany years^have they ftood idle, and left the taik w 

-others, who have laboured inceflantly to emancipate 

>their country* To .thofe who were eniplied among 

•their armed brethren, I recommend their immc* 

diatelyrefuming their arms, and helpiog.to liberty 

their country. The. third clafs are thofe who aie 

young enough, who enjoy .good health, and who 

are rich enough to enable them to be vol>inteers, 

-but, nevenhekfs, have not yet joined their brethren 

in arms , to thofe I recommeod their lo^cig no time 

--.the cattie reqoiires the exertions of all.; thefehave 

«i$ much at ftake as others, 1 therefore entreat them 

to come forward and enrol themfelves among their 

armed brethren. 

Thb fourth and laft clafs are very different froia 
thofe I have mcationed, thefe are the lower mdtt/Hl 



i\it people, but who are the (li-ength of the nation} 
%y whofe labour the whole are fopportedi th^fe 
have their country's welfare as' much at heart as th6 
others, becaufe on them falls the weight of many 
drelefs and biirthenfonie taxes, which are again lavidi- 
fed away upon placemen and p^eniioners; This de- 
fcripcion of the people are willing to help to free their 
country bat are not able. Their afliflance is abfo- 
lutely neceflary, for thtf caufe requires the union 
land force of th^ wholes people. By reafon' of their 
poverty they are not able to arm or cloath them- 
fclves, nor to lofe the neceflary time requiiicc to 
tobtain a proper degree df difcipline. To enable them, 
to dofo Oiouid be applied a part of the fubfcriptions 
raifed by the rich ; help them alfo with your advice ; 
they require the advice and inflrudlion of thofe 
whofe fiacion and /ituation of life have been fuch as 
to enable them to acquire knowledge, experience 
and wifdom. Avoid being led with raOinefs into 
J>remacure meafures ; be firm, but be not raQi ; for 
on the deterrhined cool firmnefs of the *wJbo/i 
people, does the fuccefs of your meafures depends 
The time is now arrived which requires the exertions 
©f every individual of the community, in the feveral 
flations and fltuations in which they arc able toadt. 
You who are rich and not able to ferve in perfon^ 
contribute and contribute liberally to the caufe, by 
enabling your poorer brethren to aft. Ye who arc 
poor come forward and you may and will be en- 
abled to do much good, by the contributions of the 
rich being applied to afiift you. And to you who 
are rich enough to arm and clothe yourfelves, and 
whofe age and health are fuch as make you eligible 
foldiers in the caufe of your country ; I hope yoa 
will all come forward at this criiis. Perhaps fuch 
another coincidence of circumttances may n^vei^ 
Come again. The caufe in view is a glorious caufe^ 
the falvation of your country ; be united^ be firm^ 
knd in the end yoa mall be fuccefsfuL 
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CouNSSLLOR Sampson fapported ths afnendmcnf^ 
on the ground that it rendered the refolution more 
explicit. 

Rev. Mr. Kblbvrn oppofed the amendment^ be- 
caHfe he was convinced it could aufwer no valuable 
^nd. He faid that as an individual he did not pre-' 
fer the mnch boafted conftitution ; he did not kno«v 
whether there was really any fuch thing : he had 
heard of a government by King, Lords and Com- 
mons, but could ntvcr approve of hereditary legifla- 
torsy becaufe wifdom is not hereditary ; and he afked 
if fecurtty could be given for their inheriting here.' 
ditary wifdom » as well as hereditary tities>>*and 
granting that (his could be done, and that Lords 
always inherit the wifdom of their progenitors, yet 
he could not fee any right to hereditary legiilation ; 
for it was fuppofed to be a fundamental principle of 
the Britifh Conflitution, as it is called, that the peo- 
ple cannot be taxed without being reprefented, and 
that it was as bad to be fubjed to other laws^ 
iaws affecting life, without being reprefented, as 
laws affe£ling property, for life is more valuable than 
property — all that a man hath will he give for his lifev 

Besides, Crown and Lords are two to one againft 
the people in this fuppofed conflitution, the Lords 
are created and creatable at pleafure hy the Crown, 
and the Commons have been found at times very 
complaifant, fo far fo, as to give up the rights of 
the people for fomething to patch their old coats. 
The %iover of the amendment had faid, that it 
tvould be time enough to ufe the words propofed to 
be expunged^ when a teform ihould be denied ; but as 
no fecurity could be given that a reform would r.ct be 
denied ; it was but fair to fpeak our minds out at oncef 
we fpoke but hypoihetically, and only faid that we 
would prefer a government by King, Lords and Com- 
mons, were that Commons to be the true and real 
reprefentatives of the people, rather than have re« 
courfe to violence, though we might eHeem aoothMr 
form of government more perfedt. 
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/It a meeting of jhe Belfaft Volunteer Battalion, 
{Blue) 29th December, 1792, 

ROBERT GETTY IN THE CHAIR, 

The following Addrefs to tte Society of United 
Iridunen of Dublin, was unanimouily agreed to ; 

Friends and Countrymen^ 

ACCEPT of* our fincere thanks for your ani- 
mating addrefs to the Volunteers of Ireland ; — as a 
part of that body permit us to alTure you, that we 
arc ready to proted our * Country in that guarded 

* quiet, whicl^ may fecure it from external hoftility, 
' and to maintain that internal regimen throughout 

* the land, which 'fupcrfeding a notorious police, 

* or a fufpeded militia, may preferve the blefling$ 

* of peace, by a vigilant preparation for war.' 
Your country is much indebted to you, for your 

zealous efforts to revive th.at latent fjpirit which has 
too long (lumbered in the breads of Iriihmen ; on 
^he efforts of the people, the freedom of Ireland 
depends. 

Go on ! generous countrymen — continue your 
^efforts for the good of the whole community. ThoV 
envy may detrad, tho' corruption m^y caltimniate, 
|ind tho' the hand of power may be raifed againft 
you, yet fuccefs will crown your labours, for the 
people are with you, and will fecond your patriotic 
exertions. 

ROBERT GETTY, Chairman^ 
JAMES M CLEAN, Sec. 



fit z. meeting o^ the Committee appointed by ^ 
late meeting of the inhabitants of Belfad, at the 
Donegall-Arms, on Monday the 3 rft of Decem- 
ber, 1792, 

JAMES HOLMES IN THE CHAIR: 

Resolved, That this Committee do recommend 
b to the feveral pariihes; graDges^ and grea; ;qwQ9 
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{n the county^ to meet and elc6t each two perfbn^, 
to reprefent ihem at a county meeting, to be held 
on the t4th day of January next, at Ballymena ; 
for the purpofe of promoting that great meafure, an 
equal reprefentatioh of all the people in parliamenr, 
and to determine on the propriety of calling a pro- 
vincial meeting, to forward the fame purpofe. 

Resolved, Th^t in conlequence of the powers 
veiled in us, we do hereby requeft a meeting of the 
inhabitants of the parifh of Shankill^ at the pari(h 
churchy on Saturday next, the fifth of January, to 
eledl two Delegates to attend the meeting of thi^ 
County, propofed to be held on the 14th January, 
at Ballymena : — And alfo, a meeting of the inha- 
bitants of Belfafl, at (he town houfe, on Tuefday^ 
the 8th January. 

Resolved, That the mode of eledton on this 
occafion, be recommended to be by ballot ; and in 
order to expedite the bulinefs, it is requefted that 
each perfon do come prepared with the names of 
two Delegates, written on a piece of paper. 

A Committee will attend with boxes conftra£lcd 
for the purpofe of taking the ballot^ from eleveq 
o'clock until two on each of the days. 

Committee adjourned till to morrow at 12 o'clock. 

TAMES HOLMES, Chairman. 



BELFAST LIGHT DRAGOONS. 

JOHN BURDEN IN TH,£ ^HAIR^ 

AN authentic declaration of the public opinion^ 
^eing now necefTary, both for the diredlion of the 
legiuature and the people : and as the country is 
not yet, we truft, fo far degraded, that its unani- 
mous and perfevering demands upon any point of 
government, can be finally unfucccfsful r-rWe, the 
members of the Belfaft Light Dragoons, have af- 
iembled., in order to declare cur political fen.tif^ 
pents, yi^; 
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I. Wb deem that a government by a King, Lords« 
and Commons, the Commons being freely and fre^ 
quently chofen by the people, is ihat bell adapted 
%o the genius of this country. 

II. That the objed of the people is not to intro^ 
dace, but to abolilh novelties, fuch as venal bo- 
roughs, odlennial parliaments* and pensioned repre- 
fcntatives ;— what we reprobate is «^«u;— what we 
venerate is ancient. 

III. That we are determined to continue our 
exertions until we obtain an impartial reprefenta- 
tion, of ALL the people— -ignoranc of any principle 
by which a religious denomination fhould be ex- 
cluded I i^or could i( be the intention of our anccf- 
tors to abridge a man of civil freedom, becaufe he 
^xercifed religious liberty. 

IV. That the only trufty fafeguard of a country 
is an armed and diiciplined people — We will there- 
fore continue embodied, and in the ufe of arms, 
until we ihall obtain the objects of our willies ; and 
then we will continue in arms that we may defend 

HU. M'lLWAIN, Sec. B. L. D. 



BELFAST MEETING, 



WE the fubfcribers, beg leave refpcftively to 
fuggeft to our townfmen, that we conceive it highly 
proper, at this lime, for the inhabitants of Belfail 
to addrefs our moil gracious Sovereign, and humbly 
to offer their warmeft thanks tq his Majefty, for hii 
paternal care of, anc} afFedipn for, the people of 
Ireland, fo ftrongly manifeftcd by his Majclly*s re- 
commending to the ferious confideration of his Iriflii 
Parliament, the fituation of his Majelly's Roman 
(Catholic fubjedts of Ireland. 

And we earneftly requeft a general and full 
f|i^e(inp of the inhabitants on Saturday next^ at the 
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town-hoafe, at twelve o'clock, to confider of tkii 

Belfaft, i6th January, 1793. 

Hugh Crawford G M'llveen, juD. Hugh Montgomery 

John Cuming ^¥illiam Tenncnt Robert Thomfoa 

William Sinclaire Henry Joy William Bruce 

3incl;urc Kciburo Henry Haflett Joha Holmes 

]ames Holmes Thos. Andrews George Wells 

John Hailctt TiAonuf Brown. Robert SimmM 

'Aw. Al^Cormick 



The addrcffi to his Majefly from the inhabitants 
of Bclfait, was confined folely to expreflicns of 

fraticude and thanks for his royal interference with 
arliament in behalf of the Roman Catholics o( 
Ireland. 



BRCLARATION AND PRINCIPLES OF TBI 

FRIENDS OP A PARLIAMENTART REfORK 

JN JbELfASTi 

AT THKIR SECOND MEETING ON Tm^KSDAT lOTV 

JANUART, 1795 ♦ 

WADDELL CUNNINGHAM, IN THB CHAIR : 

SEVERAL years have elapfed fincc n^any of the 
wifell and beft men in England, Scotland, and Ire- 
land, Simulated their countrymen to demand a 
Parliamentary RefBrfn \ under a conviflion that U 
would conduce as much to the (lability of govern- 
ment, as to the liberty df the people. Had that 
demandh^tn unreafonable, or that reform unnccef- 
fary, both would long fince have been forgotten or 
remained negle^ed. But that demand has gained 
ftrcngth by a^^e : and the people inftead of being 
Julled into indolence, are in danger of being roufci 
into fury. Had the advice and intreaties of mo- 
pERATE MEN becu attended to, the conftiiotion 
afid the adminillration of thia country would ^OW b< 



fttilTe i and continental revolutions N^ould be con« 
templated by this free and peaceable ifland, at 
tranfadlions in which we had no other fhare^ thaa 
that which man ihould take in the fu^erings or the 
Welfare of man, , 

Those honeft patriots who firft excited the people 
and o^ercd their bell advice to government, are novir 
called upon to remind and forewarn adminiftrauon 
of the confequences of their former fupinenefs, 
and their prefcnt obftinacy. They hav€ aifo exert- 
ed themfelves in keeping alive fome refped for the 
(onfiitution, and fome regard to peace, together with 
hope of redrefs. But if their exhortations to govern- 
ment be flighted, they hti that their influence with 
the people will be equally difregarded. They will 
then be reduced to a dilemma, which cannot long 
hold them in fuipence. They mull take part with 
government, or they mull enlift under the banners of 
the public. They muil either co-operate in efla- 
bliihing a tyranny in their country, or rufti into the 
intemperate meafur^s of an indignant multitude. 
They may be obliged to renounce an infatuated, 
court, or to meet their deareil relations and friends 
in arms. Some may feek a remote retreat ; and 
lament in filence the miferies and the crimes by 
which their native land (hall be overwhelmed ; but the 
more numerous and vigorous party will a/Iuredly, after 
ilruggling in vain again the torrent, plunge inco the 
floud of civil conteft. They may ^ndewvour to regu- 
late its courfe and moderate its rage ; but they will 
give it ftrength and pcrfeverancc. They will not 
be found among the leaA formidable enemies, or the 
leaft adive patriots. 

We wi(h not to iniinuate, that there exllh atpre- 
fent any party hoftile to a peaceable Jet dement, li 
there be, we know it not. liut this we know, that 
the public mind is in a ferment ; that the public 
arm is ilrong ; and that the moil defperate propolaU 
may fpeedily become the moit grateful. 



( i«o ) 

We therefore who have always fought for reform^ 
Within the limits of the conditution, and iludied 
to combine liberty with peace, have determined not 
to (lacken our exertions for the attainment of the 
t)ney and the prefervacion of the Other. We hav6 
refoived that whatever may be the refult of th6 
prefent crifis^ we ihall be blamelefs; and that 
neither our rulers nor our fellow- fubjedts, fliall havi 
caufe to accufe us either oi intemperance or remijfnefs. 
But we mild at the fame time folemnly declare that 
if the jud demands of the people be defpifed, tbofti 
njuho refu/e and thofe who rejift redrefs, will be 
anfwerable to poderity, to their coiintry^ and td 
God, for all the crimes and calanliiies that may 
follow. 

In order to avert thefe evils as much as in us HeSi 
by promoting the objects recited above, we bavtf 
aflbciated under the title. of the Friends of a ?ari' 
liamentary Reform \ and have drawn up the follow- 
ing fundamental principles, in the hopes that all 
who approve of their fpirit will follow oUr example, 
by forming focieties of the faflne kind ; {q that thd 
^'/// of the fkblie may be fo explicitly deelay-ed on a 
few clear indifputable points, that oppolition to 
fuch meafures may find no pretext in any (hades of 
difference among the people. Actuated by thefe 
motives we folicit a friendly Communication and 
Correfpondence with every fociety in Ireland infti- 
tuted with fimilar views : from a defire to reccivd 
or give information on the fubje<5t of an improve- 
jhent in the reprefentation of the Commons in their 
own Houfe of Parliament; on a plan for its reform; 
and on the molt effedual i^ieafures for carrying ic 
into execution. 

PRINCIPLES. 

I. A Cotiditution compofed #of the King, Leriu 
and People^ the latter fully and equally reprefentcd 
in a Houie of Commons, ive prefer to e'very other— 2^% 
admirably fuited to tht genius^ wifhes and interedl 
of Ireland. 
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11. Tkb prefent mode of reprefentation is zhfard, 
unequal, and inadequate ; contrary to the fpirit^of 
our own and of every free government. 

JII. We aiTert, that the bails of eledion (hould 
be extended to the people of every religious deno- 
mination. 

With a conftitution fb modelled, as to reilore the 
jud rights of the colle£live body, without infringing 
on the prerogative of the Crown, or on the digni- 
ties of the peerage, we think this nation, who(e 
loyalty has ever kept pace with their love of free- 
dom, will be fatlsfied and reft content. To obtain 
it therefore, it is the duty of every individual in 
the mod remote part of the realm to come forward, 
as the voice of the whole people cannot be raifed 
without redre^. It is the intered of all orders in 
the date, from the Sovereign through every grada* 
tion of the conilituted Powers, to fubmit to the de- 
mands of juftice ; for that government is uncertain, 
fluftuating, and liable to eternal convulfions which 
is founded on principles oppofed to the puhlic 'will. 
A government to which the confent of the com- 
mnnity4s wanting verges on defpotifm, and will tef- 
minate in anarchy. 



At the third meeting of the fociety, held January 
19, 1793:— 

NARCISSUS BATT, IN THE CHAIR : 

Resolved, That a correfpondence be opened 
with THE FRIENDS of tbt Confittutioft, of Liberty 
and Peace in Dublin ; and that copies of thefe and 
future public tranfadlions of this fociety be regalariy 
tranfffiiited to them. 

Signed by order 

NARCISSUS BATT, 

CBAiaMAM; 
R 
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iAlUTARY RIOT IN BELFAST, 

ON SATURDAY, 9TH OF MARCH, ^79i* 

THIS town, after having been for time imffl^" 
morial on the bed footing with his Majefty's forcek 
quartered here, on Saturday night prefenced a icene 
lubverfive of the order^ decency, and fafety of (h^ 
community. 

About three quarters of an hour after fix o'clock 
in the evenings a body of the 17th dragoons, inier- 
xnixed with a few others of the military, rufhcd ou' 
from their quarters and drove furioufly through moft 
of the principal ftreets, with their fabres drawflf 
cutting at any one that came in their way, and at- 
tacking houfes. This lafled near an hour, wheni 
through the interference of magiftrates, and ibine 
-military officers, the party were difperfed. 1^ 
the courfe of this bufinels, the windows of a num* 
ber of the inhabitants were broken ; and fome iign< 
torn down. A great number of perfons were 
nightly wounded, though none took any part iu 

fiving oppofition to the affray. Charles RanksOf 
ifq. a Juflice of Peace for the County of Antrim, 
in endeavouring to take an artillery man, and after 
commanding his Majefty's peace by virtue of ^^ 
office, was repeatedly, flabbed at, and in a 'HigiiC 
degree wounded. Mr. Campbell, Surgeon, hap- 
pening to be in a flreet through which the party 
were driving, one of them ran acrofs it, and made 
leveral cuts at him. fome of wfiich penetrated thro' 
his clothes, and flightly wounded him. The win- 
dows of a milliner's fhop were broken, in which 
cockades were hung up for fale. A man had his 
ear and his hand cut with a fword. Happily 00 
lives were lofl ; and to the prudence and quiet de- 
meanour of the town*s people it was owing. 

The houfes which fuffered moil were thofe of 
Mr. iVi'Cabe, watch-maker; Mr. Orr, chandler; 
Mr. Watfon, on the quay ; ^^r. Johnfon, and Mr. 
Sinclair, public-houfe keepers in North ftreei i ^^^ 



the (hop of Mifs Wills, a milliner, in High-ftreet. 
Their malice feemed principally levelled at the Vo* 
lunteers. Two of the dragoons received am- 
ple punilbment from the fwords of their officers. 
The confternation of the town may be eafily Aip^- 
pofed. 

^ Two caufes have been affigned for this unprovoked 
djflurbance : viz. thajt there was a (ign pf Dumoa- 
rier at a fmall pi^blic-houfe iu North (IreeC ; and 
that 9. blind fidler who plays through the ftreets at 
night, happened to be playine Ca Ira, a French 
air. >A^ith refpedl to the fign, it was eredcd before 
there was any profpe^ of a war with France ; and 
the c ire am fiance of its being there could not be 
countenanced by the people, for few had ever heard 
of it till the riot brought it into notice* As to a 
tune played by a blind mendicant, it is too triflinea 
caufe to be ferioufly mentioned, though he depoied 
on oath that he never knew the tune jn'queiiion. 

As foon as intelligence of the riot reached the 
officers of the troops, at the barrack mefs, thejr ufed 
much activity in fuppreffing it. Great praife is due 
to the exertions of the Magiflrates ; but the rapidity 
with which the party forced their way through the 
town, made it impra&icable to fupprefs it till the 
injury was done. The gentleman who commands 
the regiment now in barracks. Captain M'Donnel* 
^gnalized himfelf by (he moil ad^ive exertions ; and 
his regiment, the 55th, behaved extremely well.— 
The circumftance of General Whyte*s abfence oa 
other necelTary duty, was much regretted ; but he 
returned to town inftantly on hearing of the matter. 
A guard of J^.$o Volunteers fat up during the night* 
and no farther harm enfued. 

On Sunday, the Sovereign, by rcaucft, called 
a meeting of the town at three o'cloct, to confi- 
der of the bell means of preferving the peace, and 
bringing the offienders to punifhment. In the mean 
^ime Major General Whyte had arrived froni 
iPsirdcl^fergu5| and gave aiTurances of his e«^rnefl 4ci» 



I 
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fire to CO operate with the civil power in bringing 
the offenders to punifhment, and promoting the 
fecurity and peace of the town, A committee was 
appointed by the town meeting to enquire into the 
caufe of the difturbances, and report to a future 
ohe, to be convened by them as foon as their re- 
port was ready. This committee confiiled of 22, 
amongft whom were the Soverei2n, High Confta 
blc, and all the Magiftrates refidenc in town. — 
Thi$ committee, according to inftrudion, fat a( 
a quarter pall fix on Sunday evening. — General 
White was inyited to attend as a member, which 
he feemed rather to decline, but deilred an in- 
terview witli the committee, to whom he repeat- 
ed his good wiflies for the peace of the town, 
and expreiTed his wiih and his reafons for de- 
iiring that the volunteers who were afiembled; to 
\he number of 450, would difperfe ^ as he ha4 
ordered a patrole of ofiicers, and a drong guard of 
the 55th regiment, who have always behaved with 
prder and regularity; and at fame time pledge4 
himfelf to call upon the inhabitants and join 
them himfelf, if any neceffity required it. A depu- 
tation was immediately fent from the committee to 
the volunteers,^ with a paper dating thefe f^^s, an4 
requefting them co feparate, .whid^ they inilantly 
complied with. 

The horfemen by >vhom principally this affair 
was conduced/ were entire ftrangeis, having only 
come in on the morning of (he riot , chough they 
feemed very well acquainted with the llreets an4 
houfes before nightfall. 

pN Monday morning the committee fat by ad- 
journment, at ten o'clock, and proceeded to examine 
witneiTes upon oath refpeding the rioters, for the 
purpofe of bringing the aggreilbrs, whether foldier^ 
Qr others, tojuftice; but a frelhafrault being made by 
a trooper, on a poor unoifending boy, with many 
cxpreflions of menace which had been heat;d, lhewe4 
fhe n^ceflity pf renioving chem from ^ place whiclf 
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they ha^ already fo much infalted. Upon t\n 
commitfce reprefenting this new faft to the General* 
he with a rcadinefs which does him great honour^ 
and deferves the warmeft applaufe, ordered not 
only the foar troops which came into town ou 
Saturday, but ^Ifo the remaining two of their regi- 
ment, which had marched 17 miles that morning, 
inftantly to leave town.' Two troops he had pre- 
vioufly ordered to parade in the morning, that i'ucTi 
perfons as coukj identify any of the rioters, might 
have an opportunity of doing fo, and three of 
them were accordingly turned over to -the civil 
power; but as the darknefs of the hour, the fiini- 
liarity of their drefs, and the rapidity with which 
they executed their purpofe, made it difficult to 
bring convidion home to any who had been 
guilty of the moft aggravated afTaults, ^\\ey w^^ 
fuffered tp depart with their comrades^ 
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MONDAY, MARCH 11— 3 O'CLOCK, 

THE Committee of the town of Belfaft, appoints 
td by the inhabitants at large, for the purpofe of 
taking into coniideration the riotous proceedings of 
fcveral troopers and others, on Saturday night laft : 

Think it proper to declare, that there is sl pcr- 
fe^ co-operation between the very refpedable cha- 
radlcr who commands his Majefty's forces in this part 
cf the kingdom. Major Qeneral Whyte, and this com* 
mittec — andthat fuch fteps have, with the General's 
concurrence, and with this committee's, been taken^ 
a<! will, it is believed^ completely prefcrve quiet 
and peace. 

The public may reft afTured that every meafurc 
will be adopted to bring th^ oia^tei to a proper coa* 
f]u£oq^ 



\ The general conduft of the 55th regiment bai 

I hitherio been fuch, as far as it falls within our 

j knowledge— as to deferve the approbation of (Im 

} town* 

I For felf and reft of the Committe, 

WILLIAM BRISTOW, Sovereigk, 
, i;bairman ot thv committie* 
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IT has been matter of fqrprise to every friend of 
Belfaflj living at a diRance from it, that its inha- 
bitants fubmitted without a murmur^ and without 
the flighted exculpation on their part, to the moft 
erroneous and deceitful accounts of the riots befweea 
theno and the military. To obviate that error, the 
following Report is now firft given in print. It was 
read in prefence pf the people, affembled for ihc 
purpofe, and became a public property. It is 
brought forward in confutation of thofe who rcpre- 
fented the condud of the town as indefenfible, be- 
caufe it did not defend itfelf ; as well as for infor- 
mation t(> others, who refpeQed the geners^l condud 
of the place, but were deprived of every argument 
in Its favor, by its iilent acqui<^fcence. 

This Report was framed by the Committee, with 
an alteration made by Major General Whyte, then 
in Belfail, commanding his Majelly's forces in 
this part of the kingdom, and lately inveiled with 
the CommifTion of the Peace for the county of An- 
trim ; who thus united the fnndtions of a Civil Magi- 
ilrate with the efficient powers of a, military officer. 
Had it been adopted by the town at large, it was to 
have been publi(hed as the a^ of the inhabitants, 
with the concurrence of the General. The reader 
will in a moment perceive, by the manner in which 
the (latement was drawn op, that no grounds 
whatever were laid to jnftify «»y attack. The 
privates of a military corps, jull arrived in 4 
tpwn^ the ichabitaots of which they were necc£ari]]f 
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Unacquainted witK, (having only marcJicd in tliat 
morning) wvcnv an intention of committing an out* 
rage I and put it ill pradice in the clouds of that 
very nighty by attacking feveral houfes, and wound- 
ing and maiming indiicriminately many inhabi- 
tants, peaceably walking about their budnefs.— ^ 
The Report was rcjeded by the rown, principally 
becaafe it contained an implication of difafFedion, 
the exiftence of which, in any degree whatever^ 
would not be admicced. The lives and properties 
bf the people are precarious indeed, if held at the 
mercy of men armed by their profeffion. Were 
fuch inftances of infubordination general, military 
difcipline would be at an end, and the exiiiencp of 
the ftatc itfelf endangered. July 1793^ 



REPORT OF A COMMITTEE, 

Appointed at a town meeting, held on Sunday, lotk 
March, 1793, coniifting of twenty-two Gentle- 
men, including the Sovereign, five Magiftrates^ 
and the High-Conftable of the Barony of Belfaft, 
to enquire into the caufes and confequences of a 
dangerous rlot^ which happened the preceding 
evening. 

[Rejeded by the inhabitants at a town meeting, 
held on the 1 8th March ; in confequence of which 
no authenticated account of this daring, pre- 
meditated, and unprovoked liot ever appeared.] 

IN difcharge of the truft repofed in us, we have 
Keard the depoiitions of feveral witne^es, folemnljr 
examined on oath before the Magiftraces. 

It was proved, that between fix and feven o'clock, 
on the evening of Saturday, 9th inftant, an alarm- 
ing riot began, in which feveral houfes in the town 
were attacked and injured, and fome of the inha- 
bitants wounded and maimed, by a number of 
dragoons of the i7Ch regiment^ (who came inio the; 



tdwn on the morniDg of tliat day) aided by tw9 
artillery men. 

That by the a£live exertions of the Magiflrates, 
of Captain Bourne, Aid du Camp to Major General 
Whyte, and of thg. ofiicers of the i7tk dragooni 
and 55th regiment of foot^ it was fooo happily 
^nelled. 

It was proved, that ibme of the troopers, in the 
interval between their arrival in town and the com* 
mencement ot the riot, had a^uotjofd their intentm 
9f committing outragi again ft certain individuals, 
who had been reprefented to ihem as difaffe^led. 

That fome of the rabble, con£fting of tea or 
twelve boys and raggamuffins, (as the witness ex- 
preiTed it) not one decent or reputable per/on having 
appeared among them, had iniifled that a £d]er in 
the ftreet, wBo had been called on by fome of the 
troopers to play ** God fave the King," ihould not 
play it ; and alfo afed difloyal exprellions againflhis 
Majefty, and all thofe that took his part ; that a 
itone was thrown by feme of the rabble, and that 
the troopers then proceeded to demoliih the iigns of 
Bamourier, Franklin, and Mirabeau. 

The public will judge, if thefe circumftances 
fiould be admitted as any palliation of the violent 
outrages committed afterwards by the troopers, on 
the perfons and property of the unoiFeoding inhabit 
tants, whom the dragoon's deemed difaffe£ted ; fome 
of whom they could have no reafoii of thinking fo, 
and who had not oS^x^^ them the ihadow of provo* 
cation. 

From delicacy, and an carneft wifti that peace 
and harmony Ihould be effe<5tually reftored to the 
town, we forbear giving a minute detail of the evi- 
dence, which appeared before us ; and we truft that 
in future a perfect good underftvanding and concord 
will fubiift in this town, amongft all his Majefty's 
fubj e6ls, of every defcription, denomination and 
profefiion. 



Wb have feen with indignation fever^I erromeosi 
^cprefentationj of chisnot ; leading more toeoflanae 
than CO conciiiace the parties, which this report will 
prove to have been grofs mifreprcfentacion^ of it^— « 
wichout authority — withdiU evidence*. 

We cannot clofe this report, without obferving 
that the condiift of Major Oeneral Wh^te, coni- 
maoder in chief of his iVjajefty's forces in the pro- 
vince of Ulfter, has given the higheft farisfaftipii 
to the public, and that his vigilance, the judicious 
Orders ilTued by him as commander in chief, and hiis 
ready compliance with the wiihesof the inhabitants, 
Evince that he is a Heady friend to the peace of. 
the community^-and reflect equal honour on lii$ 
prudence and hunlanity. 

Belfaft, i8th March, 1793. 

^^ Alluding, .it is fiippofed, to uo^warraot^d acf pttnts of jl 
pul^lifhjcd in.Dubliri. 



[Ttc two loliowing articles are not arranged accpnl- 
ing to their dates, but are infertcd in the .oi*der they 
Hand, for the purpofe of cbnne£%ioQ with y^hat 
precedes them.] 

ON Monday evenings the ijth of April, aboiit 
ibight o'clock, a party of the .artillery, and 38th re- 
giment j who had arrived in this town on Frida/ 
laft, attacked a fign of the late l)oBor FrunkUnt 
which being niade of copper and hung with iron» 
had wirhftood the fabres of the i^th dragoons— but 
.On this .occafion was laid prof^rate by the affiftance 
,of a rope. They then attacked and pulled dowii 
the fign over the newfpaper office of the Northerii 
.S^ar. What their next enterprize would have been 
we know not ; but at this period, the arrival of the 
'.Sovereign, and a number of their officers, put st 
flop to the eojenin^^s amufemint. The figns, which 
had been removed to fome diflance. were abandoned 
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to tlieir proper owrers, and immediately replaced.- 
None ci the inhabitants were hurt on the occaiioa4 



SATURDAY night, 25th May, 1793, exhi- 
bited another of thole military affrays to which thit 
town has been Aibjedied for A>me time pafl. We do 
not ui(h to enter inco a detail of the vioiences com* 
mitted ; fuffice it to fay, that fome of the inhabi- 
tants were dangeroufly woonded, flone mortally.— 
Mr. Bifnie, V'ho received a flab in his back, and 
ivas otherwife much hurted, is in a fair way of re- 
covery. The young gentleman who, at the com- 
mencement of this diiagrecable buiiners, parfued a 
young man of Mr. Birnie's with his fword, has, ia 
a very honourable manner, made an ample apologj, 
in confequence of tihich, no law proceedings «*ill 
take place. Captain Barber, of the artiJery, bai 
on thisj as indeed on tvery other occafion, iincehe 
has bee,n quartered in this town, behaved with the 
utmoft propriety, difplaying at once the fpirit of a 
good officer, and the humanity of a good man. 

It is generally believed Mr. Biinie -Aould have 
been killed, had it not been for the fpirited exerti- 
ons of Captain Barber and Lieutenant George, ia 
aid of the Sovereign. 



Abox7T the firH of March 1793^ the committee of 
the BELFAST R£GiMBNT framed the follcwiDg 
memorial, and they rcqceAed the concurrence of the 
BELFAST Battalion. The committee of the bat- 
talion had acceded to the principle, and it only 
waited the vote of therefpe^ive bodies, at large, in 
order to be tranfmitted to the Lord Lieutenant. It 
was alfo intended to be propofed to the volunteers, 
by fome members of the committees, — that in cafe 
tie Lord Lieutenant Jkould gi'vt a Janjourahle an/*VLer§ 
they ihould inform General Whyte, that if a loreigQ 
enemy (hould land in this country, the volunteers 
would place thcmfelves under his command* 
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TO BIS KZCEtLENCT 

JOHN MARL OF HtESTMORELAND, 

V.OKO LIEUTENANT GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR •! 

IRELAND. 

Tke Memorial nftbe Volunteers of the ^o-iun of B elf aft 

MAT IT PLEASE TOUR EXCELLENC?, 

WE, your memorialifts, aflbciatcd together in the 
year 1778, to learn the ufe of arms, for the pur- 
pofe of aiding va the protedion of this kingdom, 
from foreign as well as domcflic enemies. — Since 
Cha( period we never ceafed to be embodied^ and we 
always held annual reviews. 

Wb of late obfervc, with much regret, that we 
are charged with difaffe^ion to the King, and to 
ihe form of Govern-ment of this kingdom, in at 
much as we have, as armed men, exprefTed our fen- 
timents refpc^ling the ncceffity of a reform in the 
reprefentation of the people, in the Commons 
Houfe of Parliament, —We do hereby declare in 
the mod folemn manner, that the charge is a vile and 
infamous calumny. — It is our warm attachment to 
the form of our government that induces us to be fo 
ardent in the purfuit of the only meafure which we 
think can perpetuate it. 

We have been charged with adopting French prin* 
^iples—it is true we have frequently teftified our joy 
at the fuccefs> of France, when an boil of fobs had 
penetrated into that country for the pnrpofe of reftor- 
mg the Old defpotifm. — But this exultation at the 
triumphs of the French arofe not from a wifli to fee 
all their praflices (feveral of which we detell) in- 
tr6duced into this kingdom ; but becaufe that peo- 
ple were thus enabled to choofe their own govern- 
nient — which we prefume, is the natural and unlien- 
able right of every people. — And this principle 
leads us to abhor the idea, of any foreign inter- 
ference wich the people or government of our own 
country:— We have faid and do moft certainly think 
(l^ai abafes exift ia the admiaiftration of the goveri)* 



pitnt of Ireland— but we wifli to fee thcfe abufcf 
corredtcd by tire good fenfe of the Irifh nation, no( 
by interference from abroad. 

In the year 1781, when we were involyed in 9 
war, the principies of which we difliked as muciv as 
we do the prefent ; when the Heecs of thp enemy rode 
triumphant on our feas, we Aood forward and fet an 
example to our brother volunteers, by offering our 
fervices to government againit invafion of any kind. 
We prefume our cpndudl had its efieft', and are 
^oavinced the idea of invafipn was then abandoned, 
from a knowledge of the ilrcngih and difpoficion 
pf the volunteer army.r-And let us aik, (hpuid an 
invifioD be now meditated, is it by the few foiitary 
Tegimen^s, fcattered over this kingdom, that pur 
enemies would be deterred ?r- no — we are bold to 
fay, with our countrymen, who fppke a fevv day^ 
ago from DungannonV-that the volunteers are the 
only fure and natural defente of Ireland. 

We hold it an incontrovertible fad, that citizens, 
by learning the ufe of arms, and employing them in 
qefence pf their country, do not loofe or give up 
any pf their rights : were it otherwife, why did we 
receive the unanimous thanks of both Pioufes of 
Parliament afer pur interference, (is armed men ^ in 
the recovery of our trade in 1779, the recovery ot 
an Irifh Jegiilaturp ii^ 17S2, and the calling for i 
reform in J 783 ^ 

Ever, fihce our original formation we haVe given 
energy to the law, and maintained the moft profound 
tranquillity in this tpwn and neighbourhood, and 
this has of late been attended with fome difHcuUy, 
owing to the recent in^rodu£lion and wide exienfiort 
of the cotton and other manufaclures, which hav6 
brought with them a number of artizans from Man- 
cheller, Dublin, and elfewhere, Grangers to th^ 
place, a few of whom introduced thofe difpof::ionS 
of combination and outrage, to which this town 
was heretofore a llranger ; and the vigilance of our 
Magiftracy has had real caufe bt fevefal 6cca£cn^ 
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to redar to our bodies for aiTiftance, and we are proud 
to fay, they never caUed on ua in vain, nor were 
our joint exertions ever unfuecefsfal in reiloring 
order. 

Thrbe times have we marched- to the diftance of 
twenty miles to enforce the law and apprehend 
pfFenders— in all cafes we fucceeded, and in two of 
them (the reduction of forcible pofTeifions) we could 
not have done fo without our artiilety. The I a It 
inftance evinced a regard for the law, bordering on 
adoration. , # 

An abfentee landlord (Earl Hertford) had brought 
an ejed^ment agaioii: fome of his poor tenantry, who 
lived in a wild unKriviiized part of the country, 
whofe anceflors had lived in the place for upwards 
of a century, who were willing to pay the full rent, 
and whofe principal crime was fatd to be election op- 
poiition — notwithft^nding the peculiar circumflancef 
of the cafe — Notw^thftanding (hat the proprietor ;of 
the foil flood diredly oppofed to this to\vn i^ ^lee- 
lion matters — yet on the application of the Sh^rlfff 
who had been twice repulfed from the place, and 
^ho had applied to the military in vain, we inftantly 
accompanied him to the fpot, where after an obdi* 
Hate reiidapce of two hours, during which time 
we expended upwards oi forty roor^ds of cannon 
ihot, befides a fmart difchargc of mufquetry — we ob- 
tained and delivered to the SherifiF the poiTefuon^ 
and afterwards apprehended the offenders, who have 
been iince convi<^ed, and tranfported to Botany 
^ay. 

A FEW months pnly have elapfed, fincc we re. 
ceived the thanks^of Lord Hertford, of the Sheriff, 
and of the Magillrates of the couniy, aEembled at 
fhe Quarter Selilons, for this exertion in fupport of 
(he law. 

Foa a long feries of years we have been in the 
iiabit of mounting guard, by rotation, in this towti 
liightly, (when there was occafion) under the di- 
ire^ioa of the Chief Magi^ate; whereby our 
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tfwnfmcR have flcpt in quiet, without fear of t%ft 
noclurnal depredator ; and the coDfequence of this, 
together with the unwearied vigilance of the Chief 
Magiftrate, have been, that robbery is at prefcat 
.unknown in Belfaft. 

We have lately cncreafed oar numbers, and re- 
novated our difcipline ; and this, it has been faid, 
with a view to intimidate the legiflature: nothing 
snore falfc ; our objefls are the fame they ever were, 
the defence of our country and the fupport of the 
law^ let it not be faid however, that we arc by 
any means heedlefs of reform : no I it is the^rft dc- 
iire of our hearts ; but this reform we only wifli to 
proceed from the general will of our countrymen; 
and we earneltly hope it may be granted by parlia- 
ment. But we are at all times ready and willing 
to co-openite with government in oppoiing aqy party 
€T fet of men whatever, who fliould prclume toim- 
pofc any plan or wild ideas of reform upon the Irifli 
nation, whether they come from abroad qr orgina:c 
at home. 

Yoyjt memorialifls ^having thus ftated their con- 
duft and their fentimcnts, beg leave to call your 
Excellency's attention to an-a£l of Parliament, 
which lately became law in this kingdom, cntitulcd 
*• An aft to prevent the importation of arms, gun- 
powder^ ftc." and which aft, as explained in paffing 
fhrough the Houfe of Commons, v^zs intended not 
to affieft our *' laudable infti tuitions," but to operate 
againU certain diflurbers of the public peace, who 
liave kept fei^eral counties of this kingdom in a fer- 
ment for ibme years paft, and who Aill continue 
their depredations ; but to the very great furprife 
and ailonifhment of your memorialifis, an attempt 
has beeix made to extend it to us. ^* 

Your memorialifts therefore' rcqu eft, that your 
Excellency would give fuch direftions, conformable 
to the fpirit of that aft, and to the manner ia 
which it was explained, vihen pafling into a law, 
6> as U may pot be , extended in any manner 
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to affed us. Or if that (hall not fedm cxptdictit h$ 
your Excellency, that your Excellency would be 
pleafed to grant fuch licence as may enable us to 
keep our ufual flock of ammunition, and to pof- 
fcfs and ufe our cannon as heretofore, in fupporcof 
the latw, and in the defence of our country* 



As Belfad and the County of Antrim are deeply 
concerned in tJ^e Report of the Lords' Committees^ 
dated 1793, we give a merbatim copy of it, as 
far as thofe places are alluded to. 

'^ AN un ufual ferment has for fome months paft 
did orbed feveral parts of the North, particularly 
the town of Belfalt, and the County of Antrim ; ic 
is kept up and encouraged by feditious papers an4 
pamphlets, of the moll dangerous tendency, print- 
ed at very cheap and inconiiderate rates in Dublin 
and Belfall, which iiTue almoft daily from certain 
/bcieties of men or clubs in both thofe places, call* 
ing themfeives comihittees under various deicripti- 
ons, and carrying on a conilant correfpondence with 

each other. Thefe publications are circulated 

amongft the people with the utmoU indudry, and 
appear to be calculated to defame the Government 
and Parliament,^ and to render the people did'atif- 
fied with their condition and with the laws. The 
condu^ of the French is ihamefully extolled, and 
recommended to the public view as an example for 
imitation ; hopes and expedations have been held 
Dp of their aiSflance by a deifcent upon this king- 
dom, and prayers have been offered up at Helfait, 
from the pulpit, for the fuccefs of their arms, in 
the prefence of military afTociations, which have 
been newly levied and arrayed in that town. A 
body of men aiTociated themfeives in Dublin, un^er . 
the title of the Firll National Battalion ; their uni- 
form is copied from the French^ green turned up ' 



^ith white, white waiftcoat, and firiped trawtaii 
gilt buttons, imprefled with a harp^ and letters im- 
porting, •• Firlt National battalion ;" oo Crown, 
but a device over the harp of a Cap of Liberty up- 
6n a pike ;^— iwo pattern coats were left at two (hopi 
in Dublin* Several bodies of men have been col" 
htXcd in different pares of the Korth^ armed and 
dilciplined under ofHcebxluofen jby ibemfelves, and 
compoied moiHy of the lowed claAes of the people. 
Thefe liodies are daily increafing in numberc aod 
force ; — they have exerted their bell eudeavoflrs to* 
procure military men of experience to afi as their 
officers } — fome of them having ejcprefsly ftated ihat 
there were mbi^ tnough to be had, but that offi- 
cers were what they wanted. {Stands of arms, 
and gun- powder, to a very large amount, much 
above the common confumption, have been fcflt^ 
within thefe few months paft, to Belfaft aud Newryi 
and orders gi\^n for a much greater quantity, wbkk 
it appears could be wanted only for military opera- 
tions. At Belfall, bodies of nten in arms are drilled 
and exercifed for feveral hours, almoU every oight,- 
hy candle-light ; and attempts haiFe be^n made to 
•feduce the foldiery,. which, much to the honour of 
•the King's forces ^ -have proved ineffeft^iaK- The 
tleclared objedt of thefe military bodies is to pr6cai<e 
a Refonti of Parliament, but the obvious in tentiofli 
of moft of riiemi appears to be -K> overawe the 
'Parliament and the Government, and to dilate t«l 
i)oth. The Committee forbear 'mentioning the 
names of feveral perfons, left it -Ihotiid in any man- 
ner affeft any criminal pcolecotion, or involve the 
perfonal fafety of any man who lias come forward to 
give them information. Tb^ refult of their cn- 
tjuiries is. That, in their opinion, it is incompati- 
ble with the public fafety and tranquility Of thi* 
kingdom, to permit bodies of men in arms to affcm^ 
ble when they pleafe, without any legal authority— 
and that the exiftence of a felf created reprefentar 
live body, of any dcfcription of the King's fobjedb. 
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taking upon itfelf the government of them^ and 
levying taxes or fubfcripcions to be applied at the 
difcrctioo of fuch reprefencative body, or of j^er- 
foits deputed by them, is alfo incompatible with ihc 
public fafecy and tranquility." 



AT A MEETING OF THE 

DISSENTING MINISTERS OF BELFAST, 
HELD ON THE IITH DAY OF »«ARCH, I793 : 

IT was agreed, that the following declaration be 
publiQied, and a copy of it tranfmitted to the Lord 
Chancelior. 

Having feen in the report of the Lords' Com- 
mittees, dated 7th March, 1793, the following 
words, viz. '* Prayers have been o^ered up at Bel- 
" faft, from the pulpit, for the fuccefs of their 
*' arms," meaning the arms of the French, '* in 
•* the prefence of military aflbciations which have 
*' bceji. newly levied and arrayed in that town,'* 

We, whofe names are hereunto annexed, dated 
minillers of diftnd Proteftant Difienting Congrega* 
tions in the town of Belfaft, do hereby folemnly de- 
clare, each of us for himfelf, that the information 
given to their Lordfhips of the committees, upon 
this fubjc^l is, as far as concerns us, fatally ground^ 
hfs. 

JAMES BRYSON, 
P. VANCE 

WILL. BRUCE, D. D. 
Principal of the Beli'aft Academy. 

Since the French declaration of war againft 
Great- Britain and Ireland was known here, I did 
not pray for the " Succefs of J their Arms ;" I do 
not recoiledt that I ever ufed the words; I am cer- 
tain that I never prayed for fuccefs to the French 
arms before any military aflbciation. 

SINCLARE KELBURN. 

T 
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CERTAIN circumftances having pfcventcd rotf 
from attending the meeting of the DifTenting Mini- 
ilers of Belfafty on the nth inHant ; ac which ihey 
agreed to exculpate themfelves from certain charges 
contained in the report of the Lords' Committees, 
relative to thtM, by a folemn declaration, that the 
information g^en to their Lordfhips, on which the 
faid charges arc founded, is totally groundlefs\-^\ti 
this declaration, as fubfcribed by the Revd. MeiTrs. 
Bryforr, Vance, and Bruce, 1 for myfelf, fully and 
perfedlly concur. 

£elfail, March i 2th, 1 79 j. 

WM. CARMICHAEL. 



Extras of a public Letter ^ dated \\tb March , froti 
the Right Hon. Secretary Robert Hob art, to the 
Sovereign of B elf aft, 

^' YOU will be pleafed to apprize the leading 
perfons concerned in the armed affociations Of Bel- 
fail, that it is deemed to be the indifpenfible duty 
of government to forbid all unlawful meetings, un- 
der whatever pretence they may aifemble, which 
fpreads terror among his Majefty's Vicgc fubjeds— 
and it will be right to acquaint them, that if after 
the warning held out to them by the proclamatioo, 
they Ihall perfift in their illegal aflemblies, the Ma- 
giftrates will think themfelves bound to difperfe th^ 
fame, and bring the perfons concerned therein to 
the juil punifhment of the law. 

'* It is hoped that the proclamation will of itfelf 
have full effect, and that no perfon whatever, will 
attempt to violate the law in that behalf, efpecially 
SA ignorance thereof can, after fuch warning, be no 
lOTJger pleaded. If, however, any body of men 
ihail, in deEance of faid proclamation, appear in 
arms> it will then be the duty of the Magiitrates to 
c'nt€t them to difperfe ', and if they fliall tail to di^ 
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perfc vpon the order of the Magiftrate, fuch Magif- 
trate will arreft the leaders of the faid body, and if 
he (hall be refifted in the execution of his duty, he. 
is to apply tb General Whyte, who will afFord hiqi 
fuch afiiilance as (hall be necefTary to enable him to 
carry the laws into execution^ And, if any body 
ihall again aifemble in arms in fi|#fa(l> and the 
neighbourhood, the Magiftrate will ^ert himfelf to 
prevent the fame, for which purpofe. General 
\yhyte has diredlionj to give every alfiftancd in his 
power." 

jay THE LORD LIEUTENANT AND COUNCIL Oj? 

IRELAND, 

A PROCLAMAriON. 

WESTMORLAND. 

WHEREAS it appears by the report from the 
J-ords Committees, appointed to enquired into the 
caafes pf the dlforders and difturbances which prevail 
in feveral parts pf this kingdom, that certain feditious 
and ill affeded perfons in feveral parts of the north 
of this kingdom, particularly in the town of Belfaft^ 
Kafe endeavoured jto foment and encourage difcon- 
tent, and by feditious publications circulated amongll 
the people, and calculated to defame the Govern- 
flient and the Parliament, have endeavoured to ren- 
der people difraps6ed with their oondition, and with 
the laws. 

And whereas it appears to us, by the faid report, 
rtit feveral bodies of. men have been collefted into 
armed affociations, and have been levied and array- 
ed in the faid town of Belfaft, and that arms and 
g,9a-powder, to a very large amount, have been fent 
thither ; that bodies of men in arms are drilled a^d 
exercifed by day and by night, and that the declar- 
ed objefb of the faid armed bodies is redrefs ^ 
alleged grievances, but that the obvious intention of 
ttoft of them appears to be to overawe the Parliji- 
V^^ni and the government^ and tp dictate tp bot^, 
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And whereas thefe dangerous and fed! tloos pro- 
ceedings tend to the dillurbancc of the public peace, 
the obllrudlion of good order and government, to 
the great injury of public credit, and the fubvcrfion 
of the conilitution, and have raifed great akrms in 
the minds of his Majefty's loyal fubjeds. 

Now we the Lord Lieutenant and Co u;icil, being 
determined to maintain the public peace againft ail 
attempts to dillurb the fame, and being defirous to 
forewarn all fuch perfons as might unadvifedly incur 
the penalties of the law in this behalf, by concur- 
ring in pradices of a tendency fo dangerous and 
alarming, do hereby ftridtly charge all pcrlons whom- 
foever, on their allegiance to his N'ajefty, to abihia 
from committing fuch offences refpcftively. 

And we do charge and command the Maglftrates, 
Sheriffs, Bailiffs, and other Peace Ofncers, having 
jorifdidlion within the faid town of Belfaft, and the 
fcveral diflrifts adjacent thereto, to be careful in 
preferving the peace within the fame, and to dif- 
pcrfe all feditious and unlawful affembiies ; and if 
they flial! be rcfifled, to apprehend the offenders, 
that they may be dealt with according to law. 

Given at the Council-Chamber in Dublin, the 
nth day of March, 1793. 

Fitz Gibbon, C. R. Publin, Charles Cafhel, Wa- 
terford, Wi (Imeath, Shannon, Bcllamont, Cha<. 
Fitz-Geraii, Glandore, Dillon, Valeniia, Pery, 
Gosford, clonmell, i.oftus, Mufkerry, Mount- 
joy, Carleton, J. Beresford, J. H. Hutchinfon, 
Lucius O'Brien, J. Blaqiiiere, H. Langrijhe, T, 
Conolly, Theo. Jones, Henry King, H. T. Cle- 
ments, R, Cunninghame, James CufT, R. Hobart, 
p. Latouche, J. Monk Mafon,' James Fitzgerald, 
p.. Longfield, Wm. Forward. 

GOD SAVE THE KING. 



In compliance with the proclamation, the' Volun- 
teers ceafrd to parade, or any longer to appear ia 
military array. 



sr&icruR£S on- rHE test^ 

TAKEN BT CERTAIN OF 

THE SOCIETIES OF UNITED IRISHMEN; 
Wirn ANSIVERS TO THE SAME : 

ORIGINALITY PUBLISHED IN THE BELFAST NEW3-LETTEK. 
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STRICTURE. 
NO. I. 

♦* I, A. B. in the prefcnce of God do pl€dgc myfclf to 
my country, that I will ufc all my abilities and infiu- 
end in the attainment of an impartial and adequate 
** reprefentation of the Irifli nation in Parliamenf ; and 
" as a means of abfolutc and immediate neceflity, in 
** the edabiifliment of this chief good of Ireland, I will 
" endeavour, as much as lies in my Mhility, to forward a 
" brotherhood of affctSbion, an identity of i;itercft, a 
" csmmunion of rights and an union of power amoiig IriHi- 
** men of all religious perluafions, without which every 
** reform of Parliament niuft be partial^ not national, 
" inadequate to the wants, deludve to the wiflies, and 
'* infutHcient for the freedom and happinefs of this 
** country.** 

THIS Teft, originally taken by the Societies of United 
IriHiinen in Dublin, has fince been adopted by a refpecSlabIc 
community of the fame denomination in Belfaft — aifociated 
no doubt with the bed views and for the noblell purpofc-s, 
but adluated by a zeal more ardent in the purfuit of their 
objedl than difcrect in the means of obtaining it. It hat 
lately been rejc^ed by other fociccics and individuals ca« 
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faged in the fame caiife. The following ezpofition of it| 
principles is now made, in order to juftify thofe who bfcTe 
declined entering into this engagement, to relieve thofe who 
have formed it from the confequencc of their imprudence, 
and to prevent others from precipitating thcmfelves into fuch 
^n embarrailing fituation. 

I. This test frofejjei to hind every man -who takes it^io vn 

ALL HIS ABILITIES AND INFLUBMCK, AND TO ENDEAVOUK 

AS Mucn AS LIES IN BIS ABILITY, to attain certain objcdls.— 
If this be a mere rhetorical flouriih, it i» improper in fo 
folcnm an engagement, being calculated to deceive, inftcad 
of infpiriog 9ny juft confidence ; that is, if " all" fignificj 
only SOME, every one may ufe as little as he pleafcs, and the 
perfons to whom be i$ pledged know not what to depend on. 
If thefc words be conArued in their ftriB fenfc, they imply 
that every duty and bufmefs. domeftic, commercial, political, 
and religious, muft be relinquiflied till thefc objc(5b be at- 
tained, unlcfs he can devote all his abilities and influence to 
•me objetSl, andreferye ihtreft of thcnv for another I 

«. OnToljeB to -which the Society is hound exclujively of every 
9ther purfuit is, an impartial Reprefentation of the Irijb Nation, 
The word " impartial^* in its original fenfc, which at the 
fame time agrees bcft with the purpofc and fpirit of the 
United Iriflimen, imports, that every man, adult or a minor, 
nay every woman, in fliort every rational being, fliallhavc 
equal weight in eletSling reprcfentatives. In the raoft limited 
iignification which can be admitted, it means — that every 
man of mature age fliall have a vote for members of Parlia- 
xnent without regard to property ; for it would be ioconfiftcnt 
with " impartiality' to require a pecuniary qualification to 
enable him to exercife the derive franchife ; to make liberty 
a vendible commodity ; to make a fcruplc of /tfxw^ a roan, 
but none of hatigiug him, by a law ^o which he had not 
confentcd. This embraces a great variety of the moft diffi* 
cult qucflions in politics, Hpon which a wife man would hct 
fitate to commit himfclf. It includes in particular the fub- 
je<fV of UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE, rcfpcdliug which the grcatcft 
men of our own time have differed. It goes far beyond the 
/American, and even the French conflitution, which « 
reckoned rather a hazardous experiment ; not te mcntioQ thC 
|3rxtiili> which is a fubjcdt of hiflory and cxperiei^ce. 
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J, The left pretends i9 pledge tbofe vho take U^ to kndkavoci^ 

AS much as lies in their ability to forward A COMMUNIOl^ 

OF RIGHTS and AN UNION OF POWER among hijh. 

men of all religious perfuafxtns ; that is, that all men ftiall have 

COMMON RI6UT8 and £<^UAL POWER; that thc majoHty fliall 

have power in proportion to their numbers, and confc- 

quently if the Roman Catholics be ten times as numerous 

at the Prelbyteriaris, they fhall have ten times as much 

power ; of courfe, being fo great a majority of the people, 

they may take into their hands the exercife of government 

the enatfling and repealing of laws, the adminiflration of 

judice, the eftabliihment of a religion, and the new-modcl- 

fingof the conftitution. This, and tlie preceding fe(5bioiis, 

involve matter, -with refpe<St to which the wife, the learned^ 

and the patriotic, for many generations have difputed ; but 

on which ybmf of the United Iriihmen pledge themfclves, not 

only that they irottr agree, but that they will continue to agree, 

till the purpofe be obtained ; that is, till it be too late to 

change their minds. And though they fliould change their 

minds before they have obtained it, they are dill to be 

bound by thcfe mental chains to profecute their plan, cvea 

in contradi<Stion to convi<Slion and coufclence. 

Against this cnfnaring oath it is becoming in every man to 
taution his fellow-citizens, audit is the duty of a minider to 
warn his people. This is more efpecially trae, when they 
are convened to difcufs a great queftion, under an idea that 
they arc pledged to rcfifl conviiSlion and to per&ftJn error. 

4.. As this tefl is calculated to oblige men always to retais} 
THE SAME OPINION, it is unphilofophical and inconiiflent 
with the dignity ^nd primary right of man — freedom of thought* 
At it engages them to perfevere, tho* they fliould change 
their opinions, it is iinful. As it prejudges the mofl difii» 
ciflt and important principles, at the very time when they 
are about to be difcufled, it is prcfumptuous and uncandid. 
And as it is either impra<5^icable or immoral, it cannot be 
binding, and ought to bt openly renounced, left any one 
ihould be deceived. ' 

The oath ** never to' feparate until the conllltution 
fltould be eAabliflied,*' which was taken by the National 
Aflcmby of France after they had been excluded from their 
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frottfc by the troops, was a declaration, that they wouM pef* 
fift in the difcharge of the truft committed to them by thenr 
conftitacnts — and therefore ftri<5lly moral and obh'j^tory. 
It implies no exception, nor refervation, except in c«fc of 
irrednable force, ficknefs, or death, which arc always under- 
ftood to beexccpted. 

Tt is creditable to this town and country, that .fbme indi« 
▼iduals, and whole Societies of United Irtfiimen, have de- 
clined this oath,tkough, no doubt, as zcak>a« a» any of their 
brethren. 

5. The (lyle is not that of a teft, pledge, or oath. It doet 

not carry with it the deliberation, prcciiidn, of pcrfpicuity 

of fuchan engagement. It is dedamatsfy, full of point and 

antithciis. It is the corapofition of a jefuitical, a rhetoricali. 

or an cnthufiadic mind : for either through craft, Tanity, or 

precipitation, it is calculated to deceiTC. Thus, led the force 

of the word ** impartiar* fhonld be difccmcd, it is yoked witk 

** atiepate'y* ae if they meant the fame thing: and led 

tnkn of f Wit fhould ihock the minority of the kingdom, 

it is fo fmothercd by a crowd of 4)!auliblc ,expreffions> that 

many of thofe, who have taken the oath, feem never to have 

obferved the phrafc. Th like manner •* partUr is iovolved 

in the blaze of a fplendid, or the fmnfies of a fmoky 

phrafeology. The French and American conflitHtions are 

fartiat\ that is, franchife is reftritfted to property : the Bri* 

tifh, in its bed days* was partial \ for it excluded fome civil 

and fome religious denominations of the people from any 

fliare in the government. The United Irifhmea therefore 

fwear, that thefe are n9t national. Hi dehjTvt; inadequate t9 

the -wants, delufive to the -wipes, and iufufficient for ibe freedom 

and hiippintfi of 3. people. 

6. As the teft docs not fpeak of anj period of time in which 
thcfe changes are to take place, it mufl be undei (lond of the 
prefent inftant : for if it leave every one to defer thefe exer- 
tions as long as he (hall think proper, the Societies cannot 
adl together ; the Roman Catholics can have no fecurity that 
they will ever a<5l ; and their emancipation mud be gradual 
and progreflive. While therefore the United frifhrnen con- 
ccire themfelves fubjedl to the obligation of this oath, they 
cannot vote for any thing fliort of immediate and tmiver/al 
cafranchifcnieat. 
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7. OAras contermng ptfTORS tphnon 0r hJhf^ infr^f 4n4 
imprifen tht mind. A TREic-man loret and thanks even thtf 
cncmj vho would lead him to the troth, or convince him that 
he is in an error ; bccanfe he can avail himfelf of hit kind* 
nefs. But he who has swokn, thinks he cannot chan^, 
and therefore hates even his friend that would dilhxrb hit 
ignorant and bigoted repofe. He accordingly affociatet only 
with hit fellow jurors, who fofter his prejudices, inilttence hit 
pal&ons, and throw daft in his eyes ; fo that, when he ifTucfl 
from his chib-room, and meets the old, (launch and efi^<ftual 
friends of civil and retigtons liberty, he miftakes them for 
dotardt, courtiers, and fycopkantt. 

It As curious to obferve, how generally and rapidly 
CRKEDs AND CONFESSIONS, cvcn on political fubje<fb, lead 
to intolerance and fpiritual pride ; which naturally engender 
petulance and rage, low intrigue, and difingenuous artifice* 
But even the mftic, when be heard two logiciaot difpnting 
in Latin f could tell, that he who feemed to lo£e his temper, 
had certainly lod his canfe.— *Feb. xo, 1799. 

ANSWER. 
No. I. 
W THK STRICTVMSa Otf THE TMST VP TiSTJ 

tJNrrED IRISHMEN. 

** t, A. B» in the pre(enct of God, do pledge mylclf to 
** my country, that I will ufe «// my akilitks and influtnet m 
** the attainment of an impartial and adequate reprefentatioi& 
" of the Iriih nation in Parliament ; and as a means of abfo^ 
" lute and immediate neceCnty in the eftablithment of thii 
" chief good of Ireland, I will endeavour, 9$ mueb as lies Irl 
" my ability, to forward a brotherhood of ftffedHon, an identity 
" c»f intereft, cwmnuniim $f tight s^ and an union »/ pcvfiTf 
** among Iriflimen of ail religious perfoaiions, wfthout 
** which every reform iii Parh'antent muft hc.partialy not na* 
** tional, inade<{uate to the wants, dehrfi^e to the wiihe^ 
'* and iafuffieicBt 4ot the freedom nnd happiacft of kbit 
" touatfy," 

U 
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An ImiHMAN, the dearcft widi of whofe heart is, that his 
countrymen fliould love one another, unite, and be free, ha* 
read, with extreme concern, fome ingenious, tbo' fretful, 
Aridhires on the ted taken by the United Societies cf^elfall 
and Dublin. The paper appears to be written too much 
vith the fpirit of a partisan, who makes or exafperates hofii- 
lity, rather than with that of a patriot, anxious, at this time, 
toextinguifli the £r(l fpark ef civil difcord ; or of a philan- 
thropic, anxious at all times, to maintain peace on earth and 
good will among men. — The argument feems cold cafuidry ; 
the flile betrays pique and irritation.— The one mvift be re- 
futed ; and with refpetft to a little peevifhueffrof epithet in the 
other, whoever notices it leaft, will anfwer it befl, and beft 
maintain his own fuperiority. 

I. The objedtion againft the ufe of the terms all mj oWt' 
ties and infiuenct, and as much as lies in my ability, is founded on 
a fophifm that runs like a flaw through the whole compoH- 
tion. Two fenfes of a phrafc are taken, the mofl- oppofitc 
that can be attributed to it :— one the mofl loofe, and anu- 
therthe mod: limited ; one the mcfl flri(5b and philofophical, 
another the mofl vague and indefinite; and then the author 
holds tlicm out, faying, of thefe two you muft take one. He 
keeps fwinging between the extremes of fignification, and 
always flioots pad the plain and accepted meaning which 
lieft before him In common ufe and daily life. His dilemnia 
is always fallacious from its partial enumeration. Thcfc 
phrafes in the tefl arc rot addrefTed to rhetoricians whobaik 
iti moonfhine, or to philofophers who (Irain at gnats of ob-* 
jedlions, but to the common fenfe of common men. Thcjr 
are taken as they are underflood, only in a. popular accepta- 
tion, at what may be called their exchangeable value in the 
market of the world. The focietics neither promife, like 
the Difciples, to forfake all other putfuits, to fufpcnd all 
other duties, to ma4:e a perfonal abandonment which muil 
of itfclf prove -public ruin, and deflroy that credit and in- 
fluence which we wifti to poficfs for the purpofes of the teft : 
—nor, on the other extreme, do they make' any rhetorical 
flourifh. They fimply and fincerely promife, that by their 
own exertions, and by any influence they may have on 
others, they vyill co- operate in attaining a particular end, ac- 
cording to their different taleats and opportunities, and ai 
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hr aB h (tompatible ^ith other neccifary duties, a candition 
fo plarnly implied that it is needUfs to exprefa it. If hereafter 
there fhould be no exertion on their part, or ti their actions 
do not correfpond with their words, the public, whom thtfy 
have atted^d to the confiftency of their condudt, muft be 
their judge ; and the condemnation of that public is the 
penalty they muft fuffcr. The teft is a Aandard of meafure- 
ment which they give to the public, in order to facilitate this 
judgment. Witbout fuch a left, " every one may indeed ufc 
as little exertion as he pleafes," becaufe there is none to 
whom he (lands pledged, not even to himfelf ; whereas this 
tcft forms not only a public record which obliges him to exer- 
tion, if he has any regard to public opinion, buc it is a re- 
cord on the foul, an external confcience which Simulates to 
duty, and fixes and embodies fugitive refolucion. All our 
abilities is a phrafe neither taken in its loofefl nor in its 
Aridted fenfe, and there is room enough to reA fafely between 
the horns of this dilemma. It is taken by the people in a po- 
pular fenfe, and they refer the derivative fenfe, and the 
philofophic fenfe, to the college or the cloiftcr, 

2. In the fame manner, the author of this bilious publication 
extra(5ts every fenfe out of the word impartial^ except the ob- 
vious one. This term is evidently fuggefted by, and is folely 
referable to, that religious perfuafion which is at prefent 
mod partially excluded from civil rights, as the word adequate 
relates to areprefentation in Parliament, judly proportioned to 
the end in view— the happinefs of the whole people. " /m» 
partiar is a plain word; expreflive of a pra<Skical truth, that 
no government can fatisfy our wifhes which is not equitable, 
free from regard to party or perfuafion, equal in its diflribu- 
tions, alike to all ; and he who interprets the term in any far- 
fetched fenfe, or involves any fpeculative queflions in it* 
meaning, is only catching at a ftar and (lumbling over ftraws* 
The teft turns its attention, merely, in the term made ufe of, 
to that mondrous partiality which excommunicates and exiles 
a whole people, without one overt adb on their part to juflify 
fuch oppreffion ;. and were this prominent partiality done 
away, other fpeculative queftions, like thofe alluded to, might 
come under political difcuflion, which need not now be 
anfwered, as they are not new in contemplation* Even on 
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t]i«flippf>fiti«i of tMr Mng 4&itatt4 it imtet, Icmmc 
think the term imparM coold cv«r he foand iaapplicahle ; 
l^t it is enough to repeat, that the weed it here pUkly i^ 
plied to the Rgnan Catholics, who have found in goveni- 
mcnt nothing hut grievance, a«d in law, nothing but penalty. 
]fcie fays ** that vie are honmd ta m# ^jeR cjfflufivcfy efevny 9ih€r 
fMrfiut**'^^ Vfiod palpahle raiftatement, as I have proved be£»re. 

3. Tbk ted pledges thofe who take it to endeavour as 
much as in them lies, ** to firwtiri a brotherhood of afcc- 
tion, an identity of interefts, a communion of rightit andaa 
mniwn of pewer^ afnong Iriibmcn of all religious perfua- 
fion».*' The verb, to forward, which is connetfled with all 
this portion of the teft, has been wholly overlooked by this 
gentleman, and if attended to mud comprehend and conciliate 
all parties. The end in view is a reform impartial and adequate. 
The four articles common afiedtion, common interefts, com- 
mon rights and common exertion, (the true meaning of 
*' utticn of power" not that which the author ftraios from it) 
are the means immediately to be put in train for attainibg 
this end, the four wheels which are to carry us progrcffivcly 
to the goal, to perfe«Sk equality of rights, intere(h, franchifei 
and privileges ; rciifting any aicendaocy of p?rty in the coaw 
sioo-weal, is declared to he a meafure neceifary to and im- 
plied in an adequate repref^otatioa. If that obje<^ be defira- 
hle to-morrow, the means muft be put in fturwardnefs to-day \ 
hut many things prove, and among the re(k the ftilc and fen- 
tunents of this paper, that we are ft ill far from having a bro- 
therhood of affe^ion, that an iaterefted attachment to fc^ 
takes place of foeial uaion, and that a part is in the confi- 
derattoa, of many, greater than the whole. Under this xm- 
preifion (not only diftant from the goal, but the whecb 
broken) we lament, that a fyftem of legal and conftitutional 
equality is at prcfent impra(5ticabie, that fbme plan of penu- 
rious policy will take its place ; yet this u(i engages us never 
to lofe light of the complete redemptiofi of the nation, and 
as we value the end, to forward the means with unremitting 
activity. Did cerapieie enfranchifement take place this in- 
ftant, there could not happen for a long time an equality of 
political power, the acquifition of which muft in its nature 
depend on the gradual aequifitioa of property, and therefore 
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be. gra4«i^l itself. As the Cathoiic landlord influifncjes his 
Pfot«ftapt tenantry, the Protcftant landlords mufl (lili have 
wfluence over theirs, proportioned to the overplus of pro* 
percy ir» their hands at prqfcnt ; and during this interval, the 
mental fubje<^ion complained of, tho' by no means juftly^ 
muft difappear. But it is laughable to hear this gentleraaa 
ferminrg his ratios between the political power of the Catho* 
Hcs and Prcfbytcrians, as if the latter had a fliare in the go« 
Tcrnment to give away; as if their clergy had contrived t<» 
rrafe the word Protcftant, and put PreJbyUrian afcendancy 
sn its place ; as if they were not themfelves fed by royal 
bounty ; as if there was any national government ; as if the 
people had any controul over eftablidied legi/Iators, cftablifh* 
cd judges, and eftab'iflied clergy. Whatever the Prcfbytc- 
rian dergy may iigh for, the laity are pretty unanimous ia 
wi&ingfor the sovERSiCNTT or the people, not of ant 

FARTT ; the ASCBMDAHCr 0» CHRISTIANXTT, NOT OF AMT 

CBC7RCH : but what fliould be cundemoed is that hauteur 
which this gentleman and others affume in fpeaking of the 
Catholics, when there is little difference between them, whea 
the nation is uoreprefented, and when every law is truly 
penal which ufurps a right, and con£rms the ufurpation.-r^ 
We muifl all knock at the door of o\x\ excellent con(litutioB« 
and if vtt are to gain admiifioii to the rights of man, why 
{h«uld not they ^— We have no conftitution to give or grant« 
but mud ftrive to get one. By ourfclvcs we ftrove in vaia« 
and we mofl: now ftrive all together. 

** Tho* they fliould change their minds before they have 
obtained it ;**— thefe words mud mean, that tho* before the 
attainment of a reform, we fliould perceive the danger of a 
communioQ of rights, yet by the Ted, we {hould dill be 
bound to procure it. Not at all. — The Ted binds to two 
things, adequate reform, and communion of rights ; and 
iliould it appear, that the latter would be dedru^Stive of the 
ibrmcr, as it would in that cafe be impolGble to procure them 
cwjointljt one mud necejfarily be relinquiHied ; which fliould 
give way, the end or the means, is plain, and iu this cafe the 
fociety is not ^nly judifiable but bound to change its mint^ 
a4 well at the profecutioa of their plan in fonie of its parts. 
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4. The Tfd, It it faid, obliges men always to retain the 
fsme opinion. I deny the aiTertion. It is merely to make 
conducft conformable to this profeffion of principles. I vo» 
luntury took the Ted, becaufe the truths eontained ia it ap- 
pear to me fo indubitable tl>at the whole frame of my mind 
mud be ehangcd before I change my opinion. This change 
is by no means im|iofiible, but it ii fo highly improbable, 
that adltng as every man mufl do on high probability, I da 
not hefitate to pledge myfeif to my country that my condud 
fliali coincide with my declarations ; and if fo improbable a 
thing fliould happen as a change of opinion, Ifhonldnot 
heiitate to declare openly that alteration, and throw myfelf 
on the vcrdiit of my country xi'hom I have attefled as wit- 
nefs, and whom I appeal to as judge. I fliould in likemannes 
enga«;^e to continue a chridian, tho' it is poflibie my future 
belief in that doiSlrine may be fhaken. When the National 
AfTcmbly of France even fwear that they will fupport the 
eonnitution as eflabliihed in 90 and 91, are they obliged for 
ever to retain the fame opinion of that conditution as they 
do at prefent. The Ted is folely meant to bind a man from 
altering his conducSb when he does not change his opinion, to 
prevent him paltering with his confcience, and prevent hi» 
tcrgiverfution. If a man really, and bona fide changes his' 
opinion, no ted, nor no oath could be bindings and if bis 
eondudl be the fame when his principles ar« changed, he 
mud ftu to his confcience, and is perjured ra that cafe, ntfft 
frtr breaking his oath, bur for keeping'it. No oath could be 
taken without an exception of this kind, for he who fvrears 
that he will always be of the fame opinion, fwears to an ini' 
poiTibility. If our declaration continues without difavowal 
on our part, and our condudl contraditfls it, we ftand falfify- 
el to the public : if our principles change and our adions 
do not change along with them, we are condemned by our 
cwufcience. 

5. The dllc of this Ted is faid to be declamatory, full of 
point and antithefis. I cannot difcovcr through the whole 
one fentence that is not fubdantial : one figure of rhetoricr 
one pointed droke, or one contrad of words and fentiments 
which creates an antrthcfis. To affert indeed that two flu^ 



( tsi ) 

-mcroin focieties •* with the beft views and the nobled por- 
pbfcs," would voluntarily and deliberately form, take, ten- 
der, and adhere to an ** enfiiaring** oath, "the com|)olition 
of a jefuttical, rhetorical, or enthufiaflic mind, leading t3 
intolerance and fpiritual pride, and naturally engendering 
petulance and rage, low intrigue, and difingenuous arti£ce»*^ 
is not merely a verbal antithefis. It is an antitheiis of the 
heart. It is— -—but let me reftrain myfclf. He is my coun- 
tryman— ^fri^^^j my friend. How can I make ufe of the 
weapons of inve<5live, when in the oppofite ranks I think ^ 
fee a brother ?— The Teft is fufEciently definite and precifc 
for the common acceptance of many fenfible and ingenuous 
men ; and the numbers that have taken, and are d:>.i!y taking; 
it, fufficiently prove that it is fo. It i? not in the power of 
words to fatisfy a lawyer or a logician. One multiplies 
words, and the other fplits meaning, until a plain hcr.i is be- 
wildered, and a candid heart is difgufted. The ftilc of the 
teft is a trifle.— Are the fentiments juft ? — h its (pirit hcncft f 

■ 

d. The United Irifhmen would certainly vote for imme- 
diate and univerfat enfranchifement to the Catholics ; but if 
prejudices be dill fo flrong as to make total emancipation im- 
pra^^licable, and that all the people of Ireland cannot as yet 
enjoy by law, what they are entitled to by nature, by merits 
and by fiifFcrings ; the focieties will ftill congratulate their 
Catholic brethren that their load has been lightened, that 
their deliveraace is only proira(Sled, and they will felicitate 
themfelves, in having been, as they will be, in the misfor- 
tunes of their countrymen, faithful allies ; in their profpe- 
rity (-if it iliould arrive) rejoicing friends. They, indeed* 
would make no terms with fuch a fyClem of profcription ; ndr 
enter into any composition with an evil principle, abhor- 
ring as they do, that manichean policy which gives equal 
fway to the divine genius of the conllitution and to the de- 
moa of de{brudtion. 

Far from temporizing expedients, or from allowing ^/wa/ 
laio to debauch the fpirit of that conflitution, they would 
cjcdk the incongruous and contradi(flory phrafe from its very 
language. Far from huckflring t>he rights of man, or fore- 
calling the bounties of God, tkey would like that divine wucrd 
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wTifch faid, let there be light, and chaos became order ; pro- 
claim, let there he liberty throughout the land, and the prc- 
i..fent confuHon would be peace. No. Not a perchance of 
perfecution (hould remain, not a foggeftton te intolerance, 
nor a torpid (ktute which might find in the breaft of »nf 
bigot heat and venom. If thi» people really be as they afe 
defcribffd, let open war be made on them ; ra«e their habi- 
tatious and fow fait around them; but if they be mifrepre« 
ftnted, let no aukward and bungling com promife be made 
^ith fuch ruinous error, nor let the public mind and capa- 
city be kept a ((erile fwamp, as long as foreign influence afid 
intcrefl may think" proper to retard its cuFtiration. Had 
this brotherhood of afFetftion, famenefs of intercft, union of 
rights and of exertion been propofed and profecuted 5oyearf 
ago, the prefent would be a prouder day for Ireland, but 
ftill its adoption now may anticipate half a century the 
confummation of civil and political religious freedom — 
Our eyes may ftill fee our country thrice blcft before they 
clofe for ever. Much progrefs in the converfion of the Pro- 
teftant mind to found political juftice, and public morality, 
lias been made in a very iliort time, and the objedlions offer- 
ed to comprehending the Catholics in the conflitution, ard 
fuch as ftrike moft at 6rft fight,' but the effc6t of all reafon" 
ing^'and conlideration on the fubjedl, has been to lefien the 
firfl »mprei£on. 

7. The teft is not an oath, nor are the tdrms convertilj^ 
le is not an oath, becaufe neither they who take it, nor the 
public, to whom it is. addre^ed, underftand it as an oath. No 
man can be ** rnt rapped** by giving a fimple expofition of the 
principles which he maintained hefwe hit entrance into tb« 
fociety, and which if he does not maintain, he is unfit to bo 
ai. member. There is always a medium between the extremes 
ei this gentleman, and he would puih us thro* the rivemhile 
the bridge is jufl bcfide us. This teft is a ferious, manly na-> 
nifeflation to our country and to the world, of our political 
principles and our intended pradtice . 

It isthe eifence of an oath to refer immediately to the 
divinity. In the one, we invocate the vengeance .of God at 
the penalty. lu the other, we refign ourfelves to the judg- 
meat of tbt public. The breach of the one is perjury. ^ That 
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of the other, notorious political inconfiCiehcy. The ohe has 
the feal of religibri impreHed on it. The other Ik a permanent 
lymbdf, a' dvil bond of attachment to each other, and to a' 
common caufe, done in a folemn manner, and with a meaa<" 
iog tnd ef!e<5t beyond the obligation of a merq^promife. There 
if plaioly a gradation and fcaie of obligation, .or we could 
not think that God would punifh more feverely the breach of 
an oath than that of a promife.' There may be a promiie 
— « protcftation — verbal— >written-— a teft — and an oath the 
ftridtefttyeofall. 

It is faid, that the ted will bind an upright man as 
ftri^Iy as his oath, and fo will his bare promife ; but it is not 
the lefs true, that in. general opinion, a tcfl of this kind is a« 
moch a fuperior obligation to a prqmile, as it is inferior to 
an oath ; and in forming rocietict ^<: muft ts(ke thb world ge- 
net ally, not individually. A teR without having cither the 
fandHons, or incurring the penalties of an ottthi takes a much 
ftronger hold of (he mind and memory, than mere nominal 
fubfcription, often forgotten, fomctimes contradicted. It 
belts in a Sbcrety better, arid givfcs it greater energy, In- 
Aead of a mind, unaflimilatbdj aggregate, beat^ out to a 
large.furface, without (Irength or cohelion, itcomprelTes into 
a folid mafs. Without it, there was, as there would be, voli- 
tion without, and zeal without, aiStivity. I am> very feifible 
that ftrong attratf^ioos ^nerate flrorig antipathies ; but may 
set too much nicety and faflidibufnefs of condudt, or of cri- 
ticifm, have worfe effedh, by cutting the irtiifd off from the 
a^tve, living mafs, w rapping it up in a fort of fullen infnlft- 
Il6n, and changing to a pillar of fait,' what was a pillar of 
4>te1ety, 

The gentleman concludes, and pins ,the web of fophidrjr 
by confounding the effe«5ls of religmy&ced/sind confelfionsy 
impofcd by human authority, ufurping the rights of God, 
with an engagement purely civil, valuntarily entered into be- 
tween man and m^n ; and by fuborning the principles, of 
X^rotedant Diifenters to give evidence againft their prefent 
.moft honourable conduA as men and citizens. 

1 coMcLudK by faying, that the adthor of this paper di- 
ftfvei' tduth greatet Credit for hircot^fagfc, tfakd hltf pi'u- 
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dcDce^ ind I think much the fame of htm at of ttiidiiy te 
whom -the Ephori decrted a crown in honour of the yafour 
he had difplajed, but impofcd off him a heavy fine, for IUt^ 
wag fought withottt either Jtitid & hdtler* 

jBB%tiAlLt %l, 1799* 
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\* It will be neceflary in reading the following Stridtut^ 
toohfcrve that thofe wordi or paragraphs which are ia 
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cither from the tetf itfieU, or from the defence of it piil>' 
fiihied on th« »ift uic 
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JvoiiMiaih^tf poJSbte, alt9ieth&i iftM^at f^r ifmiOr 



THIS te(i is an inftitKnent, tialolated to affed^ the fcnti' 
menta and conduct of the nation on a very importaat 
queflion. Ita ftrudure and tendency fhould therefore be 
freely and minutely examined : and though it may be ixnpo^ 
fible to criticife it without fome reference to the mind which 
conceived it, and the him da whrch put it iti motion, itutlft 
iieverthelefa be difcuifed. Truth moft never be ikcrificed out 
of tendemeft to error. It has accordingly been taken t« 
pieces. It has been demonftratcd that if underAood in ft 
Ihtral fenfe, it ii abfurd, immoral, and incffedUve. Thi» 
ienfe ia therefore not only given up by ita advocatca, but 
eagerly difclaimcd. Kay, an attempt to give it thia conftmc* 
tion haa been flyled captioua and abfurd* Thia \% ^91^ 
the wviier of the (bidtures .ezpjided and waited for. He 
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vi&ed to know whether this interpretatioa would be ab«i# 
doned, before he proceeded to complete hit plan. He \a$ 
now afcertained, that the mod sealous friends of this engage* 
incnt,.relinqttiih the grammatical fignification; and that he 
may, without interruption, attempt to ihow, that in itp 
rbacricMl feafe, it is nugatory gnd fallaeious. 

Tot rhetorical fenfe of an oathisfueha ludicrons ides, 
that he would not ufe the ezprdfioA could he find another 
to deficrihe the conftru^Uon Nfw giTen lo the teft ; hut w|iea 
he condders the capricious figoificatlo^s which its interpret 
ten have.impofed on the plaineH words, he mvA thinly |hat 

^ey have been iwcanng by trope 9nd figure 

•J' . ■ • • ■ 

Vfm are now taught— • 

- ift. TRAf a ted taken /« the prefinee tf (hd U no^ uJhiB ^ 
tU^ nor confcquently at obligatory as an oath. 

Ad. That by this engagement a man is bound to ufe only 
at much of his abilities and influence as he can fpare* 

3d. That an ImftHUl ttfnm is fynonimous with a frtid 
one, and may etclude a great majority of the free agents of 

ihc Irifli nation (even leafeholdcrs for 999 years) provided 
tlhdude Roman Cattholic freeholders, 

4th« That an vwion or fower amimj Irijbmen #/ «// n^ 
Jiims ferfitafims £gnifics only common exertion^ and that though 
Cbis is ameam 0/4MMEDIATE netepj, it i^ only to be/sr* 
Wttrdei PROQaEssiVELT on four vfheeU i or, as it was lately cx^ 
wcffcdtfrom time to timf, asfpeedily as the ctrcumfi antes oftht 
eOHtttry and the -wtlfare of the 'wjbote kingdom vfillfermit, 

5th. That the teft does not tUigt men always to retain fie 
tame opinion ; that they are, coafoqoently, bound only while 
they are taking it : becaufe they may change their opinions 
the next moment, in which caie, no teft, no oath tan hindthtm.i 
that many, perhaps all, may have changed their minds, and 
confequently at this day neither their afibciatcs nor thf fir 
|.0ttBtry.€an depend upon their engagement^ 



t^ciivA ibf dai^fr of a comvu{mon rf righiSy xbc C^^qXiq^ jdvjf 
^^c left \n the lurchj coaiidciiUy lyitb this ted* 

WiTB the help of thcfe data, let us now paraphrafe thif 
Highgate oath, agreeably to the mental rpferv^tiojip pf ope 
of the United Trilhmen aud its ablefl: defender. 

/, A, B, do not fwear, but merely, in the frefenct of Co/, 
fledge mffelf to mj country, that, till I think better of it, / vill 
vft as much of my abilities and influence af I can (pare in the ah, 
iainment of a partial, which I deen; an adequate reprefentation 
9f the Itifh nation in Parliament : and as a means of ahjohte and 
IMMEDLATC necejpty, in the eJlahUJyment of this thief good of 
Ireland^ J will^ uulefs I change my mind, t9deavfttr as nmh 
tfi lia in my inclii^atiqn, 40 f orward raoGREssivELX a prO' 
tberhood of afeBion^ an identity of inter eft, a commupion ofrighUs 
and a common exertion among Irijhmen of all religious perfuafions ; 
vMiout tuhfcfi every reform in Partiat^ent nutfi ^€ p^rtiat-r^ud, 
any thing {^crein cont^inc^ tp the cpntrary notwitl^ftandingi 
I pledge myfelf in the prefence of God, that no partial re- 
form can be national, but mull be inadequate to the loants, 4^ 
iujive la the ivifies^ and infi^ient for the happinefi and- freedom 
$f this cfu^Kp 

This feems to be the fpirit of the oi^th ; but be it conftnie4 
a» it will, it cannot anAver any yaluable purpoic. Tbere are 
but three coda, that fuch an engagement can he iat«i^ded ta 
anfw.er—^ecurity to one's fplf— 4:0 hia aflpcia^esnoi to hij 
country. - 

I. With regard to the perfqn himfclf, | ^dmit that tbj^ 
phrafeology of an oath is of little importance. It is an affiiir 
between bim and his Maker, who are both ac^[uainted with 
the re^d intention. But ^t the fame time it ^s akogether un« 
neceiTary to exprefs his fcntimcnts by vrords^ to him wh0 
f(p?irchcth the heart. Though the ftyle, hpwcyer» be a cpufir 
deration of no moment, tbc purpofcs to which wp bind Qurf 
^Ives n)pul4 be carefully f^crutinijBed ; jmd their charM^^ 
has been well exprefled in thcfe wprds-^l^« truiks wifiM ut 
thf oath or vow pould appear toie fo fnduhita^le, that tht "wbol^ 
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ftfmt§f'fn>f 0M mifi U tUngti hefirc I$§n A^agf n^ 0plmf*m 
^ow mca who hftvc haii mftch commerce with wife men, or 
yrith ())p9i(cWes* will admit, th«t foch trvch$ arc not very 
ouraeroiii; aod that jt^few of them Uclaag to the claft ckf 
politics as to an]f other branch of knowledge. As a rpnark* 
able laftaofie of thit truth, I (hall quote fome lines front « 
work, which I efteem the moft exquihte mocTel of genius and 
eloquence that thift ifland can boaft ; as I ^Qecm the reputed 
author to be the moft eminent ornament and ablcft advocate, 
decus &, tutamen, of the Cariiolic caufe. If fuch a perfoo 
has changed, as, I am well informed, he has, which of tho 
United Iriflimen will pretend to be immutable ? * [See note.] 
Sach a vow is therefore altofether unneceflar/ and precipi* 
tate. If there be any danger of a change of opiniun, it is 
rafh ', if there be noa.e» it is plainly fuperfl^pus. 

OactLANA, 5TA L&TTia. 

* The great misfortune of the Catholic religion in this 
country arifes from this cirbumftance, that there is little or 
no diftin<5tlojii of rank among its profeiTocs, and of confe* 
jjuence few men of weight and eftin^tion to fweeten that 
leaven of intolerance and perfecution, which in other per> 
luaiions is not perhaps lefs in quantity, but is well Umptni 
Vy numbers in the middle and fupertur ranJks of life ; who 
gently ioftil into the mipds of th(^e bepeath them the milk 
of human nature.— It is chiefly on this account that the Ca* 
tholics at this day are abfolutely ingapablk of making a 
good ufe of political liberty, or what is* the £imc thing^ of 
political ^•wrr. I fpeak the (entimenta of the moft enlight* 
cned among them, and I aflert it as a fa&, that the moft able 
tnen in that body are too wife to wifli for a complitb ezten- 
$on of civil franchifes to thofe of their own perfuafion ; and 
the reafon is, becaufe they well know that it muft require 
the proccfs of time to enlarge their minds and meliorate their 
hearts into a c4fMity of enjoying the blefling of freedom. 
I do not think it at all fuq>rifing that an enlightened Catho* 
iic, on feeing his Frotellant brother almoft certain of pof* 
fcffing a reform, ihould exclaim with Efau, ** is there not 

iTbe anfwtr /s thi SfriBmif is fit^id ti kavi ic« vritU» */ 
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ft. It if eqatHy ▼im tq imagine, that a rlietorieal, rtfoCf 

and decUmatoiy form of wordf , requiring fo much ingeniouf 

cxpUuution, and liable to be underftood in faeh a ▼arietyof 

fenfet, can give any aflVirance even to aflbdatet. It ^n ne« 

▼er prevent a man from altering bis eonduS vfhen he does not 
€hn»ge bit opin i on^ ■ for if he be capable of aAing cootrarj to 

kit principles, be will make no (^uple of belying bii opinI*> 
on, or pretending to change k ; efpcctally at he hat been 
taught that hit declaration does not refer immediately it iht 
J)eitji, who it thf fo\e witneft pi hit diiUmuUtion, but to hb 
country, from whonp he can copceal it : that he dees net itw 
taU tbe venxennce ef God, but fiaply rejigns bim/etf to tht jnii* 
men! of th$ pfAlic^ who know nojthing of the matter : tnd 
that hit crime it not yftyirf* bvjt (epfct pUtieaf iaeonfijtentj. 

. 5* Now if a man may flip out of thit noofe witboatthe 
Jnowledge of kit aflbciatet, how can an eogJigemeat front 
which he it at liberty to fwerve upon every change of opiat* 
<m, refpeddng very nice and difficult quefUpoi, give ^aj fti 
purity or aflurance to hit country* . 

Tait oath, then, St not calcufaited t^ anfwer any ont 
good pur pofc; but, like all other eng-'igementt of thii kindf 
it has a lamentable efficacy in fomenting bigotry, and banifli* 
Mg lil>crat and enlightened men from every fociety in which it 

h impofed. It fecmt to iafpirc thofc who have taken it with 
a notion that they arc the cbofcn few, from whom alone thejf 

mu bleffing left ?— Bleft me, even me alfo, O ! my country ;** 
but when that fame man confiders calmly hit fituation, 1k 
jrcfignt himlelf to the fentence of fate* and /«r a /laie it coo- 
tent to lerve hit brother* May that tim^ be made a. ihor( 
ooe, by their own laudable cxertiont ! May the light of 
true fcience illuminate their x^inds and foften their hearts! . 
May the gradual diSulienof property, while it ingrafts theit 
affections upon the foil which fupports them, commuoic^ie 
at the fame time a fpirit to maintain ^hat their induArybii 
acquired ; give them ielf<«(limation, confciout dignity, andr 
in ihort, that republlcanifm- of foul 4vhich will anoouace to 
tbe world that the people who poffeit it are ftampcd \sf the 
hand of lieaven, heirs of indepeadence ! 
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conntrj can hop« for redemption, and' that political ortfia* 
doxy is confined Within the pale of their focicty. They 
ihould coofider, that whatever may be thought of thefr tn« 
tentions, thefe aflbciations are condemned and fliunned by 
thofe who formerly jgave inconteflible proof of wifdom and 
patriottfm ; -that many of the mod enlightened -and liberal 
men in the nation think they have greatly injured the Catho- 
He caliTe; and that, by the precipitate and unqualified man* 
ner in which they have forced the quedion, they have 
.Mrakened antipathies and prejudices which had Aept for'50 
years. To come nearer hone, they Jiave expofed the Prot 
te(Unt DifTenters of UlAer to grofs mifreprefentation and 
grbundlefs calumny— tKey have nearly annihilated the ho- 
noiirzbfe and ufeful influence which the town of Belfaft 
maiatained in the adjacent country ; and >f the juftly popular 
candidate for the rcprefentatioa of the covuly of Antrim, 
ihaU meet with any ferious oppoiition— <<}r rf the untov and 
independence of the county diall be endangered, it will be 
owing to the violence and imprudence of thofe who attempt*' 
ed to conneiSl the independent intereA with the Roman Ca^ 
tholic queftion, 

KoTwiTRfTAN»iKO thciT moRopoly of philanthropy, the 
writer of thefe ftridluret muft fay, that no man wiihes more 
ardently for the time, when the good of the whole kingdom 
will admit of a complete cealition among its inhabitanbs.-* 
No man more zealoufly exclaims— 

'* Qui £ni8 erit difcordiarum ?*»£c<{uando communeni 
" hanc cfic Patriam licebit V 

When (hall onr diflTentiofis have an end ?*-When may we 
ooalider Om as 01^ eomnaon country ?-«— Mareh 2, X792. 

fISAOAf, 



t IsAnAf wa9 a Spartan— who, though he fought naked, 
" with^ttt fliield or bnckler/' againft an enemy armed at ali 
points, rctufncd vi«lkorious and without a vfotnid, after exert- 
ing bimielf to lave his aouatry from bein^ ruined in one day 
by a hoft of JSaeiiaiu. 



ANSWER. 

No. n. 

to T«t COMTIMOATtOM 0» 

^tiucrruitss on thb txst op 



Ta« cott H withooe feanit wofea firaoi the top riiroBgk^ 
oiit« let ttt ad reat it**«^ la ircfte Torieu^ iit» fcifnn 
fit," 



THE coatmiiotiOB of Siriiftoret oa tlie Te(t» addi a new 
cokmr, bat no aew light to the fobje<£t. After having darb 
caed piaia mumiog by ^rarbal ertticifm, it is now mldc to 
aflame the gkre of rhetoric ; and the dextrous hand ooty 
Aifts the prifm which fplitt the beam of truth. All that ii 
fatd here hat been better lafd belbre, aad it it only^ oecelTary 
to place one paraphrafe oppoiitc to another in order to co^ 
redl palpable mifrcprefentation. 

** I, A, B. it wH fwcar^ hit merely in prefcnce of God, 

pledge myfelf to mj county, dttd take it h 'wiinefst that, until 
IffMrettUy Mi truly ihiuk difitently m the fihjiff, I will uft 
at much of my ablitiet and inffuence» tfi / eon /pare ftm ^ 
ether neceffkry tuU impertsnt rtacrriu, in the attamment of a 
reprefcntation of the Iriih nation in Parliament, impattitli 
*with refpeB te all relipeps iifiinBhns^ and adequate, vntk r^pe^ 
If the hoiy of the people at large \ and at a meant of abfolutc 
and immediate neceflity, in the eRablifiiment of this chief 
good of Ireland. 1 will, mnlefi I really ajei in truth change uj 
eoHviQiou ou thefiAjeB^ endeavour, as much as lies in my ability, 
to forward progreflively , a brotherhood of afie^ion, an ideiT' 
tity of intereft, a communion of rights, and a jointjcxertioa 
among Iriflimen of all religious perfuafiont; without which, 
any reform in Parliament muft be partial ; and nOthttfj' herein 
contained being to the contrary, I plcldge myfelf, in the fame 
prefcnce, that it it my opinion, that no partial rdbffa'6in be 
national, but mud be inadequate to the wants, deliitive'tD tht 
wiihes, and iofufficieatibr the freedom and happiodVpf thii 
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country.'*— The tcnn " immediate** ii plainly applied to that 
neceffhy which is certainly abfolute and urgent, the' thei 
brotherhood of aSe^ion can not be immeMately aecomplilhedf 
but only progreffiTely forwarded. 

Tbi8 coutinuatioii feems written to. pay a compliment, 
and to fix an imputation— ** Commendatio ex injuria.'*— To 
that imputation of inconfifteney, it feems only necefl^i^^ 
reply— 

f . Tun circumftancet of the timet, as well as peribns, hare 
changed, in the very manner wilhed for, and the mind muft 
change along with them.*«To commercial intereft, a middle 
and mediating rank has rapidly grown up in the Catholic 
community, and produced that enlargement of mind, that 
energy of charadler, and that felf-dependehce which men ac- 
quire whofe interefts do not hang at the mercy of this or that 
individual, but on general and neceflary confumptios. Will 
any perfon affert that fuck men are not as well qualified to' 
exercife civil franchife as the mod of our 40s. Protefhint free- 
holders, 'whofe corruption is in reality occafioncd by the un- 
juft partition of political power, and who are tempted to 
convert their monopoly into money, becaufc Its partial dif- 
tribution has given it an artificial value much beyond what 
nature and reafon allqw it. The unjuft detention of liUerty 
from others, operates as a curfe and a blad upon thofe who. 
have hoarded the common ^ood. It rots in their pofiefiion. 
It corrupts when not partaken ; and he who has more than 
his exa«5t fliare of freedom, becomes in one fituation of life a 
tyrant, and in another, degenerates . and putrifies into a 
ilave. It is the judgment of God on all nations and all men 
who prefume to appropriate his gifts, and to make of right a 
piivilege or a prerogative. The Catholic mind has cad oS 
\l% feudality^ 9Xk6. that perfon would in truth be inconfident 
who kept prejudice as it were at nurfe, when by nearer ap- 
proach and clofcr acquaintance, he finds in that body n 
nationality of fentiment, and a fidelity in engagement, de- 
manding refpe<3: and admiration ; while he knows it to b« his 
general duty as it is hil dear delight, to foAer the fpirlt of^ 
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ftteiom wherever it may be ktosd^ cfpecidly so; ihe htta&t 
cf kU countrymen. 

9. It 18 in reality the civil incapacity vbich has made 
and muft continue the moral incapacity. It is the will to be 
firec» which makef the capnbiHty ; tmd the firft figb that tht 
heart fends forth for liberty is a fufficieot indication ofpe« 
tcney to. enjoy it. To xffeik a wiih for. their dbdUty to. 
pofTefs freedom, while you continue the penal code ivhieh 
makes them incapable, is cruel mockery. A capacitv fof 
freedom is as natural to man as^ a capacity to eat or to drink : 
it is as isftinA of nature, not a confequcnee of education « 
Man is often indeed the ereatnre of habit, and he may learn 
to be a flame, as he may ieam to drink alcohol and tt eat 
4fii-*l<)etida, but y<»u will nerer breAhim of tbefe bad eWhmt 
by degrees; it is only by girins » eompltfe wi«pch#fthe 
mind tQ «n oppofitc direction. The define of naturd' 
fights is plaint fimple» commonfenfical ; an4 the practical 
^t^yment of them re<}uire8 no tuition, nor any conrfe of 
adoption. Rights moQ unjuAly have been CQnv^ertcd intp. 
favours derived from the gratoitoys lenity ©f ^ovpnimcnt, 
and are now to be purchafed as a licence ; when it was folel/ 
for their plenary enjoyment that men emered ioto civil fo 
ciety*— Magna Charca neect not be taught like the pripcipia 
^f Newton, and the rights of perfohal fecurity, pergonal free- 
dom^ private property, the right of defending them, sad 0/ 
eTedting a truflee to xtatch over and prote<^ them from un- 
defined privilege or onftmited prerogative, require fiettber 
literature . to feel their value, nor any reach of mind te 
exercife them with judgment and prudence. In « ftsteof 
nature we fhould know them well, and Government bastao 
often been only a means and an art to ren4er and keep ui 
ignorant of fundamental rights and of our primary dutif*. 

What has Ilad^ 4one I He has confounded the left witK 
the inflitution-^He has damped as far as in him lay, tlit £rft 
happy effort to make an union of beads and hearts in thij 
(liiira<Sted country. He has held out the town of Belfaft IJ 
a fpet of fchifm and difcord, when in reality, there is an 
evicrent corrcfpondence of opinion^ and he has concluded 
with an empty wifH and an l^clplefs c^clanxation. 
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. It Balfaft in t (late of civil difcerd ? Poes t!>r«x^ man 
tfariy a torch and a maik? Or is it only fuch papers as 
theie which kiodle cUfuBioo, and have erected that divtikut 
which they did not find ? Does aei^hbour viiit neighbour a« 
ul'ual, or do they tofs about at raadon injurious epithets ; and 
has the union tf£ parties in every other place been, fhere^ 
converted into a. brand of contention ? I fee] for the honor 
Af a town which always fteps forward from the ranks of their 
Cdontrytnen, in the ardour Of a ^^A cifiic an.d in the 
eotlrageouB i^^rit of fireedoM. * 1 f^el fat the focial chari<Ster 
of a place which ttas hitherto been Kke a large fatnUy, never 
knbwn to lei reiigious dr politicil dilFerences eotcjte perfonal 
pique or private <ni^6iity« t rindicafe itt unanmhy on the 
Catholic quefticm; and I maintain thsic had nofc the towit 
fOQc as far as it did^ there would not have been merely com- 
parative difierence, but poiitive difunion ; not the difference 
{)ctween thus far and flill farther ;- but the oppoikion between 
>ldvancing at all, and (landing Hill. There are now but ihades 
of diflin<^6d, and all haftea to the fame goal with different 
■ degrees of cderity ; but tlicre might h»ve been a divifion of 
(ht town fntstliTi^e real cot two nominal pai;ties, and oxie of 
thdfe* par'ticftf atS^VelylniiAical to the very caufe which is now- 
made a iommfn one—- Belfafl is therefore as united as ever^ 
amd were any in^ioul gfeAtleman t^ fay ^he contrary, and to 
;Rld, that' it i9 ^ng its importance in the province by 
averting the eaufe of the nation, or that its cacje for the hap- 
pinelk of Ireland will hazard its influence at a county eicc- 
tion-, no inhabitant of Belfaft ihould on this account lofe hi« 
itmper, but di<3iild only bbw^ and fay— Slr-^you are 4 
firan^tr. 
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* If the people of Belfafl are to be denominated Boeotians, 
I (hould refemble them to the facred battalion of that peoplC| 
which always led the way in the battles of Greece, a band 
of friends, ipfeparably united, and pledged to each other.-*- 
I'liilip deftroyed this cohort : and feeing them (Iretched on 
the field of battle, covered with honourable wounds, ap4 
lying (ide by fide on the ground where they had been (tationr 
cd, he wept, and the tears of the tyrant bore a toilimQoy t^ 
tj^ virtue and their yalovr.« 
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TH»bUnit€d Socictici arc a difcovcry in nttional policy, 
snoft aufpicioas to radical arroaM, and the horror with 
which adminiftration viewi them, ii the bcft proof of their 
:ralue to Ireland. What the Catholici have obtained from the 
Xtogliih Miniftcr, has, I affert, been owin|; to their fanna- 
tion ; and what the Catholics have to obtaiin, will be accele- 
rated by their continyancc. To rejea and copdeian the 
whole on account wf the reflriftians which fome of them 
have adopted, it to rpafon illogically ; and to throw cold wa- 
ter up«n thit pure apd patriotic flame, will only ferve, I trull, 
to make it bjjrp mo^c ftropjly and more clearly. Men will 
not hang loofcly pn (o^icty, but unite together; and wh>ti« 
now merely a nun^ber, will becoqie a, nation. 

1 have done with thi» altcrcatibn. Plus animi el^ Infercnti 
peficulum qufim propulfanti.— I (hall only repeat, that ac 
cording to the dodlrlne of Ifadas, none could take a Ted, 
none could ma^:e an oath, but that being who fwears by him- 
felf and whofe counfel is immutable, With refpeft to idcoo- 
fiftencyinthe pamphletaer of 1784, the irregularity of mo- 
tion i» apparent, rather than real. It ia not in the body 
moved, b\it in the eye that perceivea if. To a p^rfiaqi placed 
in the frigid and unfocial Saturn, the planets appear now 
ftatlonary, now progrcflive, and now retrograde. Yet the 
motion of \he CYoft iufignificant among theoL is fimple, regu- 
lar, uniform, progrcfiive. He iails cahn and ferene thro' 
the pacific ocean of ether, and keeps dofe to the fun of 
truth, from which hf derives hU li|[ht and whicl^guidci biif 
rotation. 

A B<E9T1A«. 

MARCH ZOt 1792* 



( »«5 ) 
No. III. 



■ * 



, CONCLUSION OP THE STRICTURES, 
ON THE TEST OF THE UNITED IRI|HMENi 

THE original meaning of the Teft has been abandoned i 
and its new fenfe is not w*rth an attack or a defence. In the 
^oarfe of repeated diftiilations its fpirit has evaporated. It 
was at 6r(l poifonojis— *tis now vapid. This portentous me* 
teor has proved to be nathtng more than a Will tvitb a Wifp^ 
an innoceQt difplay of eledkrical light ; following and alarm- 
log thofe who fiy \ flirinking fronfi him that would grafp it ; 
and anfwering no other purpofc than to lead men into the 
mire. The Teft, then, I leave to its fate ; and let the Irilh 
Bards, on their expetSted meeting at Belfaft, ling iu requiem. 



Sic .6 lie poll turn 



et magna fupremum voce eiere. 



a^terni pace quiefcat. 



With regard to the concluding paragraphs of the paper 
iigned a Bc^otian, let two or three obfcrvations fuffice. 

PREVI0I7S to 1778, fome progrefs had been made in reliev- 
ing the Rpmaa Catholics. In that year confiderabic immu- 
nities were granted. From that period till 1784* they were 
incorporatecTwith the Proteflant Volunteers. Yet they con- 
tiftued, in the opinion of Orellana, who wrote in that year, 
incapable of liberty. But ftrange to tell ! iince Parli4ment 
.-fiifpendedits good oiHces, iince the Volunteers in the Roman 
Catholic Provinces laid down their arms, they' have, as it 
were by magic, acquired an enlargement of miad^ and an energy 
tf cbsraBer'f and are as ivell qualified to exercije the EkBtvg 
Prancbife^ as mojf of the Protejiant forty Jbilling freebolders,-^ 
The fa<5k I am not now difputing. I never thought it the 
binge of the controvprfv, I oply note the inconfiftency. 

Again— though the Catholics continued incapable in X7S4, 
we are aflfufed* that it is the -will to he free that makes the capa* 
hility ; thefirftflgb that the heart fends forth for liberty is a fyffieieni 
indication of potency to enjoy it. The cou^lufion is, that till 17S4, 



the Catholics had never formed a wifh, or fenr forth a figh 
for liberty. But enough of tbis^ The lioa in the net became 
Ao objcclof pity even to the mcufe. 

Lasti.t<wI aftr blamed for havfiTg in<^titi;(red, thaft a direr- 
fity of opinion prcvaib in BeltUft; and' blabtKd a fecrec 
known to ao,ooo people. Two hundred and fifty perfons, 
incltidiAg:, with vtvy tew jtfxcefttiMW, dll the intya^tanti, 
vehD tkid ever ^Hbnga»&^4 fhiemftlws' by abflitid», ftitd pa- 
triotic cxcrtioOr figned a ^o^uMT'dectiiratioa tor t petition^ 
fublcribcd by fix iuindre4. 'ike ^r$ eltdi of United ktidi^ 
r,iea, vrt. are now told, differed fruA hfith : frofli: the aiioority^ 
bccaufe they vtikc6 zptktSt them ; from the petition for im* 
mediate and ufl!fei?£il enfraikefaifemeBt, bo^aofb tfeley arr 
I'wora to forward 'fibe means of reform progreffi'rely f andil 
the means be pragrefilvHr,. the end canncft be kmniddiate>» 
Among thoft: who iigoed the petition^ fome fubfcribcd k for 
the fake of unanimity, others on the principle of a fturdy 
beggar, aikittg too ittuclr in ^fdcr fo obcaifl foartfehiog.— • 
Laftiy— there are many intthnihiais who do nor approve of 
any further communtcatiott' of privilege. Notwirhthliding 
^11 this, T fliould, it feems, have alTured the public, that the 
town was unanimous ; and as I have act done it, my iDgeiii** 
ous cofrcfpondcnt Qeps in» And vif^dicates the unanimity tf 
Selfafi on tbt CaMic ^efiion, 

T OESFJSK the quackery of a political rmpiric. A regular 
ftate phyfician would not difgutfe the nature of the com? 
plaint ; but would watcli its fymptoms and invcfligatc its 
proximate caufe. T^is he Avould €nd to be a morbid fccre? 
lion, of aa inflammatory nature, occa&oning an abfccis an4 
threatening, a mor(ificatioj^ He wo^'d difcover, that all the 
pus and virus of the body politic, in(le,ad of being diluted by 
the milder juices, and circulating innocently through tl»e 
lrame» have becii coHe<£led into one part, and arc likoly to 
induce fever and hidicate dlflblution. In other words, that 
a part of the community have been fecluding themfelvef 
from the wife and temperate, and, left they fliould be diflurb- 
ed by fuch intruder^ have cftabHAied a Ted to exclude evety 
man thht would be difnofed to enlighten their dAikaefs of 
Siodcrate their vHUeacei 
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I MUST (liH inHn, that Tvith regard to the Emancipation of 
the Roman Catholics, my fentiments are not Icfs liberal than 
thofc of the United IriHimen. The difference conGfl[s in eur 
modes of operation. ( would undermine prejudices and 
antipathies by fap ; they would carry them by Aorm. With 
refpedl to their focictics too, I have never wilhed to impeach 
their intentions : I have only queftioned their wifdom. I 
never attempted to fix a (lain on the principles of any of their 
members— >ibnie of them I hold in the higheft eQimation, and 
h;ive been happy in calling my friends. In commencing this 
controverfy, Ifacrificed my feelings to a fcnfe of duty— but 
^hen once enaged,-— I determined not to (lint my caufe. la 
this line I have perfevered, though fenfible that the Efprit de 
Corps has an unhappy effetSl in perverting the mod amiable 
minds, clouding the oefl underftanding, and mifreprefeuting 
the mod innocent exprefHous. 

I TOO have dene with this altercation. I hope ncithrr 
party will have any more lafi words. And I conclude with 
the words of a wife man, 

•* Faithful arc the wounds of a frUndi 
** But the if^j of an en<my are deceitful. 

ISADAS. 
March %y, 179a. 



NOTE. 

A'VfeMAitK made in the ift No. of the foregoing Strirturcs, 
p. 144. viz. that the tcA was " th* compofitiun of ajcfuiti- 
cal, a rhetorical, or an euthuliaflic mind,*' is faiil to have given 
great •ffeace to the author of the tcfl ; who is fuppofcd to 
be ' the gentleman who replied to the StritSlures. But thq 
Editor is authorized to fay, that the intention with which 
thofc words were written has been greatly mifapprehended. 
'This mifapprehenfion, however, will account and apologize 
for any afpcrit^ which may be obferv|d in the fcquci of the 
.argument. 



THOUGHTS 



OH THE 



BRITISH CONSTITUTION. 



** I fed a fecret pride in thinking that I was born A Briton ; 
** v^hen I coniidcr that the romans, thofc mafters of 
** the world, maintained their liberty little more than 
** fcven ceaturie* ; and that Britain, which was a free 
** nation above fcvcnteen hundred years ago, is fo ac 
^tiM hour." 






T O 

JAMEi EABt OF CHARLEMONT^ 

THB ASS&RTOft 
or THK 

- ■ RIGHTS OF IRELAND, 

AND 

GENERAL OF ITS VOLUNTEER ARMY, 

A FI.IBND OF THB JU9T PRE]L0GATXT1£S OF THE CHOVS^ 
AN OaNAMfiNT OF THE PEERAGE, 

AND 

PATRON OF A PARLIAMENTARY REFORM, 

THEt£ BtSATS ARC INSCRIBtfi ;. 

WITH THE 
DirnDtVCB tVITBD TO TBEIH IMPXRrSCTIOVf* 

AND THE 

•AH 

RESPECT DUE TO HIS LORDSHXP's YXRTVESy 

and' 

LITERARY ATTAIVMEMTS. 



rnouGMTs 

ON THR MRirjSH COmTITVTION'. 

No. I, . 



** Tac Brittfii Goverament is the onlj one in the aonalt of 
'* mankind that Has aimed at the diffulion of Liberty 
'* through a multitude of People, fprcad over a wide es« 

*• tent of territory." 

MlttA&'s BISTORICAL VIEW. 



w Thus vras the prefent Conftitution of our Government 
** forming itfeif, for about two centuries and an half; a 
'* rough building raifed out of the demolitions which the 
" Normans had made, and upon the folid foundations laid 
'* by the Saxons. The whole fabric was cemented by the 
^ blood of our fathers ; for the Britiih Liberties are not 
*' the grant of Princes. They are original rights, condt- 
** tions o^ipfiginal contra^bs, coequal with prerogative*. 
^ and cosvftt with our Government.'* 

ptDCAtTLS. 



DZLFAST, DEC. 6tB, 179^. 

AT a period when refublics are ezJiibited as models of 
perfection, I am perfuaded it is confident with th6 fpirit of 
a free prefs, to recommend the principles of the britiis 
CONSTITUTION. Though I reprobate whatever is unfound in 
our reprefentation, which is too much the oSpring of depo* 
pulated and corrupt boroughs, I am equally averfe to unmixed 
democracy, for a country rooted in its love of limited mo* 
lurchy. U the firft is the origio of extravagance and rapacityi 
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it admin of a cure : while the Utter ereeU nuher in rp«e»> 
lation than pra<Elicc, and points to fccncs of confufion trum 
^hich a good mind turns with horror. 

With a fair rcprcfcntation of the people in Parliament, 
there would not I conceive be a Conditution on the earth 
comparable to the Briti(h : Let its theory be realized, and we 
iliall feck in vain for another of fuch intrlnfic excellence. 

In contrafting it with the creations of ycflerday, we muft 
rccolledl that the feeds of decay are laid in every produdion, 
whether of nature or of art ; that the moft captivatiBg forms 
of Government are not exempted from the common lot ; and 
that the great fcarcher, time, alone can try their virtues or 
defers'. In the vegetable world however, we find that the 
flot\-cr growths give the moft folid timber ; fo in forms of 
civil polity, thofc which are the forced produdlions of a day, 
are neither bef^ calculated for prcfent ufe nor lafting ex- 
iftcncc. 

It would be an cafy taik to trace the down(al of tyranny ia 
rRANCE, to an emulation of Britifli liberty among our Gallic 
neighbours. 1 he admiratiwn In which the eflence of our 
Conftitution was held by montesqitiev, voltaire and rous* 
seaU, operated in foftering the love of liberty and under* 
mining the falfe principles of the old monarchy. 

With fuch innate vigour is this Conf^^tion endued, 
that in fpile of its corruptions it prcferved {mi trial by jury 
many centuries after it was loft to other countnli ; and at this 
day fecurcs the freedom of the preff ^o a degree un- 
known in any former period, 

America did not acquire her love of liberty in the new 
world, but carried it out from the old.^In forming a Confti- 
tution for herfc-f, flie retained fcvcTAl of the fincft branches 
of the Britifli, lopping oflP with a careful hand what flie 
deemed excrefTcnces that had formed ronnd the parent ftcm. 
The firft appointment of a Sovereign, even a Wafliington, to 
a thrpne, wouW at his dcccafe prove the fource of jcaloufic* 
without end : but (lie wifely created a Senate, and its good 
cfTcifb have been fully experienced. All the ^oble provia 
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Sont of the common law of England, which it wa^ the ftudy 
of a certain great Civilian to the lateft period of his life to 
counteracSk, have been received into the American code, at 
ineani of promoting freedom and profperity. 

France either had a perfidious monarch, or one "who did 
not rely on the people he pretended to truft :— Monarchy 
was therefore abandoned in that country. 

If the power of the crown or of the Lords has, encreafed 
and fliould be diminiflicd*— restore the balanciS. But let 
nothing ever tempt the good people of thcfe realms even to 
imagine the deIlru<5lion of a fabric which with all its errort 
has, time immemorial, been the veneration of the politician 
and philofopher->the boafl of the countries that enjoyed it, 
and the envy of thofe that did not« 

It is the fafliion of the hour^ and as ridiculous as moft 
fafhions are, to depreciate the Revolution of 1688— 'and to 
defpife the fecuritics for opr liberty, which that great tranfac^ 
tion afforded. That Revolution expelled a Prince from the 
throne for attempting to govern without law. It prcfcrved 
afpiritof freedom in thefc countries, which bqrft out agaiii 
in America near ninety years afterwards; and travelling 
I^ack, <omniunicated its il<ime to Gallic flaves, conxerted ia 
thefe latter day« intg free fnen| ai^d become the hope of the 
Vorld. 

It is the fafjiion of the how f. to defend the wild pofition,that 
TtiE EN«i.i8H HAVE NO CONSTITUTION ; and to apply iAdiP> 
criminateiy to Kings, fuch indecent epithets as we (liould 
biuHito ofe againft the lowed of our fpecies.— If conftitnticms 
can only have exiftencc on fanhment, much of what is called 
the BrititU is indeed but a name— >for its foundation is the vn* 
vfritten law of the land. If there never was a Britiih one, 
hr what purpofe aflemblcd the Barons at Runnymcde ?-* 
Why was Richard folemnly depofcd by the fuflfrages of both 
houfes, and the crown conferred on the Duke of Hereford ? 
Fur what did Hampden, Sjdaey, and Rufcly facrifice their 
lives ?— When Cbarlti was brought to the fcaffoki, and the 
crown of Jitm^s was torn from his btow, were not the afton 
^ thcfe fcenes vindicating a conditution agaiud the encr jadi* 
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VicDei of princes, who hadibund tb;it we potflcFed tme, fXii 
} wi filed to deprive ua of it ?— li tl)e uoiccd wifdom of ajgci, m 

t ^'hich men of the firft political eminence floiiriilied, to be 

dcfpircd and rffje<5ted ?.— If ingenious arguments, raifed Ut* 

.terly again (I the very gruund-work of the Britifh ConlHtution, 

A ind drawn merely from Us Miyfit^ be folid aad csaTindog* 

^ every writer oo the general principles of goveromciit, ii n 

fhallow reafoner and a blockhciad* Are fach term« applicable 
to LockCf MalyneuXf Montefquieu^ JRiuJffoUf Foltaire^ Dt LIhome, 
and the endlefs train of authors whofie works claim imnuHta- 
iity ?.-»Have the ardent friends of freedom, in onr own time, 

among whom we number ilooo, grattan, J*rice, Jeh, an4 

fVjviilt loft all pretention to common fenfe ; and muft we 

> £x the charge of ideotifm on every provincial and national 

> coQTention in Ireland, as well as on tbc miraeroas Eogfiflk 

<^ and Scotch fotieties, inftituted for tl»c ezprefs porpofe of 

# reforming errors ia a (:onftittttiQa ik^% has oo ezift^pc btit 

^ in the eye of fancy i 

,M The firft French aflembly drew a plan of Govemment 08 

parchment, and raifed their ftru^ure on a fublirae dethrttif* 
#/ rights i but it was hardly formed till their fuccelFors, after 
Tain ftruggles with its errors, were obliged to raze it from itt 
Tcry bafe. Such are the virtues of a parchment coDllitu- 
tion !— ^The prefent fpirited, and, I believe, virtooui 
convention, is now creating a iiibftitute for it, and that« 
ftcfuhlic, (*) Tho* they have every wifli of the writer of tliii 



NOTt. 

(*) The new conftitution alluded to above, has alfofincQ 

been laid afide, and a third produced. This third one abaa- 

»-. dons a fundamental point in the former, that was cried np 

'' . as a- new difcevery in Republics, to wit, eledoral aflemblier 

> ' appointed by the colledlive body pf the people, and placed 

between them and the national legiflature, for the cledioa 

of the latter. The very matter which they have dcferted 

was praifcd both in that country and this, as an infallible 

eorrcfftive of all the inconveniences of democracy. Tbefe 

inftances are fufficleat pioofs of the inferiority of thcoiy ^ 



i ' |[u1i^ice. 
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cflay, that the Revolution may end in a fubnantial pradl?cal 
£oyernmcat, many years will the prefent ^enefation have 
Numbered In the duft, ere its claim to a permanent exigence 
can be eftablKhed. There is no other form more liable to 
abi^ie, nor more fubjedt to rapid change, than the one which 
perhaps neceiCty has obligdd them to adopt, and which rea* 
ibo^ibouki certainly teach us to £bun« , 

The advocates for human rights, as all fliould be, will be 
convinced that the highefl effort of genius and intelle<2 may 
fall fiiort in fuch an attempt, when he recolle^fls the failure 
of Locke himfelf in forming a conflitution for a Bnti& 
colony, with the purcfl principles of his own immortal work 
ms hit» guide. — To fuch errors will the noblefl minds and the 
moft enlightened affemblier be fubjetS, when tbeerj slonc di* 
rciStt their path. 

Tif CRE is an abfurd veneration of ancient eflabli/hmenti^ 
which borders on folly and fuperftition— there is alfo a 
hardy contempt of the experience of ages, an inordinate 
fovc of innovation, and a defire of deftroyin^ where we might 
rtpaity that amount to prefumption, and lead to ruin. Whe* 
ther two living charadlers, whofe books furnifli the conver- 
fation of the prefent day, have fat for thefe p«rtnlit»— tlip 
xeadcr mail determine* 
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THOUCHTS 

9KI rss BRirisH comrirurioir. 

No. ir. 



*I>ans les monarcTiiesIa politique fair faire let grandes chofcs 
** avcc le moins de vinae qa^elle peut. 

t SPRIT 1>£* LOIX, JII. 5> 



«* To produce great political g«od, left virtue is required ut 
•• a monarchy » than in any other form of govemmenl.** 



DECEMBEK 14* 

WHEN a people think of framing a new constitutiok, 
they ihould not choofe the purefl in theory, but the beft that 
they can eiecute. If they fix upon ene that requires greater 
integrity, ecoilomy,. fobrlrty^ and public fpirit, than they 
poiTefs, they will not be able to carry it into execution ; and 
as the bcfl things, when corrupted, become the worft, their 
viiionary fcheme will end in fomcthing worfe than that which 
they had it in their power to fecure. 

Ir A DEMO CR ACT, (which IS a form of goTernment ton* 
dudted by popular aifemblies, or in which promifcuous affeia- 
blies «f the people have great influence over the legiflature 
and the executive power) be chofen, the execution of the 
plan will depend on the multitude, or thofc who direi^the 
multitude. Wliile they continue perfectly wife, temperatCi 
and upright, they will neither propofe nor ratify any lavs 
except thofe which conduce to the public good. B«t ihould 
they at any time be addttSlcd to folly, rdlenefs, or cormptioo, 
ail is lod. As the whole management and liberty of the coun- 
try will then depend upon an ignorant, licentious, idle sad 
profligate populace, whoever fliall gain an influence over 
them may become maftcr of the ftate. A democracy vill 
then terminate in a dictatorship, or empire, as rn Romei 
or in the dominion of 4 foreign power, as in Athens. 
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EtrsRT people, which is not altogether ignorant of human 
nature and of itfelf, will fiippofe this to be a poflible cafe. 
Thofc, who have any knowledge of Hiftory, will take it for 
Xraoted, that it will be the lot of every nation, at fome time 
4>r other ; and they will fee caufe to fufpe<5t that corruption 
will gain ground moft rapidly where men are in the ezercifc 
of power and confequentty moft liable to temptation, that 
is, in a dtmocratical rkpublic. 

As this will happen fome time or other, a wife man in 
deliberating on a new Oonftitution, will look for one, that 
jwill either anfwer a people, already corrupted ; or that will 
execute itfelf, after they ihali become corrupted. Other» 
wife they will be governed, only, while they require little or 
no government, which is the cafe of the Americans at prefent. 
A Conftltution, formed on this plan, muft confift of feveral 
branches, and mud provide feveral checks. 

Suca If T8E BRITISH coMtTxrvTioN. The KINO, with 
a refpOnfible council, prefidcs in the eiecutive department, 
and has a negative upoi^ all laws propofcd by the Lords or 
Comteons ; but cannot-hi^ifelf propofe any. He has a great 
iiiteren in the honour and profperity of the (late ; but as he 
is liable to tempution, inveftcd with great power, and may 
not always be feofible that his real dignity and happinefs 
conhft in the freedom of his fubjc<Sts, he is by the prad^ice 
of the CenAitution forbid to adt without his council ; whg 
are fobjcdl to be tried and puniibcd either by impeachment 
or atutoder. Left this fliould not be a fuffictent reftraint, 
the Peers have individually a right of counfelling the King : 
and the fupplies depend upon the Commons. 

Thus it agrees with the defcriptioo of the Roman Confti- 
tution, under, the Kings, as given by Sallufl. Imperium 
legitimum, nomen imperii regium habebant.-^ TrM/?. A 
government of law, tho' ftyled a monarchy. 

TfiE Lords adl io two capacities, as the Supreme Court of 
Judicature, arid as a Legiflaiive Aflembly. As a criminal 
court, they take cognisance of crimes againft the (late : as a 
court of.civil appeal, they decide, in the lad rcfert On cafes 

A a 



el! property ; and at a braacH •( tke legfflatsre, diey have 
a nc^ive vpoa all laws ; and a. right of originating and 
amendifl; all bilb, except tbofe which inipafe taxes. Tbef 
are the heads of great and numerDtcs £ftmitie», and the pro- 
prietors of extenilve landed eftates ; they are men defthied 
from their birth to the eiereife -of thefe high iinnSBons ; ani 
ft it reafonably expedted that they {hooid be educated fo as 
to difchaige them with ability. Some «f themr are meii, wko 
l^e rifitn from an uaferior fijtmuioii, by their abilities ia 
public bttfiaafi, and their knowledge of the law. From aU[ 
ahcfe OQufideratioot, there arifes a probability tliat though 
they may often be miiledhy vanity, ambition, and partially 
to the foiwtaio of their honours, ihey will never concur ia 
readcnng the King ^bfikOti nor in promoting any meafurt 
^at may diminiih the influence and dignity of their hoitfc^ 
or ftrtke at the prosperity of the hingdomt in which they an4 
their nnmerotts relatives and conne^ons are fo nearly cod- 
oemed^ bocmife Aidi immiVAtiaiit -would at tbe iamctanc 
deftroy their own confir^iienae* 

Ttt« fame hopes may be fomed of tbc com moms, wbf 
are ele^d for a limited term of years- The number ol 
dc^lort bat varied al difecnt periods, and i» certainly at pre' 
lent too finaU, 

Many of the membert of the Hoi)^e of Comnron», art, 
like the Lords, perfons of large property, bound by pcrfonai 
iotereft to preferve the freedom and forvrard the improvement 
of the country; deeply intercftcd In the good opinion of thtl^ 
£e11ow«citizen9, and fubjciSk toreje^fUon at the expiration d( 
their trull. They have entire dire<£lion of the public trea- 
fiire, are thge Grand Jury of thie ^nation sa all ikate 4tiala, ^nd 
are competent by thetr power over thw public purie to con^ 
trol the upper UouCe and the King* It it however greatlf 
to be lamented that they ane fr^^j^ntjly corrupted by infltt- 
cnoe and bribery : and it is yet more to be regretted that 
Iheir conftitoentt are too dPten liable to the fame charge. 

Taxflx eoaHittteatt^ with their fettoy^^tizent, fbnpt an fir 
li&ioiial checki a £art of fo^mts matz ^ jfor the ^inaos ^1 



i)i€ icoyfe of Sa^^Und ha^ been found capable more t|^a« 
•Dce,. of controullqj cver^ bra^ctl of the ^orernment, in iti 
ii»riL 

'fnut ai%the prhicipaf t^ecfeiirtlkitcoBipIreated machioe^ 
*f^t tlxtofrff the prance, and the rerf principle of eoontef* 
^^on on wjiiic^ It h goninx^ttd; have alt been made tht 
fubjedU of ridicule ; and I have fbmetimev joined in the 
hvLgfi ; for I know that <t^e wife^ plan^ artf often fiable to 
the moft ludicrous milreprerentations. But 1 have' at a rmtt 
J$;rious moment dcriTod folid fatisfa<!tiOn from refle<Stitt& Ch<t 
it has been the inftrument of eftaUilhing and fecuting, lor a 
Ionjj|er time tha^ any other con(litntio% a greater degree of 
national libert^f, proiperity, ciyilization, and knowfef^et 
than was eirer ^n|oyed by any other pjeople, under any otMt 
form of i^verote^t whatfoever, 

Ttot partieular jsfhrata of the'j[|^f|if ctf thli obliWBtMm 
cannot be aU eimttiex^attd in thek limifs. I ihall f herefom 
conclude' for ciie prcfent as I began, by mentfonin^ one eoo^ 
fequence of this order of things, whitoh mnft appear of kff 
itnite importa^^ tB every one who has a due fenf« of the 
ftrong tendency tocorropHbn, fb vvfible in cverf commilahy 
and every individual, iclj^edallyw^ett mveiM wkh- poWt^. 

Tac poSilt I allodr to it thi»«-tHo ctjier Ibri^ of ^vcffiH 
ment hiu ever been able to |»ref«rvethe Hbertyand pro^Ktty 
of the people iit fo dcprayod a ftate of Society. Aepvblkaii 
Cdnftit^tttoQS have a0fw«re4 wdil, while the people wero abl< 
to govern theibfelves s but aa fa^ as they begMi |o re^uirt 
government, with the fame haArdid tbe confiitutieilt bcccM^f 
incapable of affording it. Tbe mafon is plain ; the peoplf 
tjbieinfelvcs were the admifiiftratioo, or the immediate direct 
tors of the admini(iration ; apd t^y becan^ frivolous, luxu- 
rious, extravagant and idle. If they bad the framit)g'«flaws( 
they enacted, that the revenue appropriated to the main* 
tenance of the navy fbould be applied to the fupport pf the 
theatre, and made it a capital crime to tnove for the repeal 
of U^i Uw i^-Ti^ was done )qr the Atheoiaasi the iqioQ €60 
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lightened and patriotic people of antiquity. If they hate ofl- 
ly the eledion of reprefehtatives in their power, they fctl 
their Totet to (he higheft bidder, and fpend their hrifaes itf 
deploring the degeneracy of the times, and phoning a Refo- 
iHtion that will give them the whole of the plunder, whicK 
they are now obliged to (hare with their deputies. This 
laft is the (late of England And Ireland at prcfent. It is plain 
that in a democracy this muft fpeedily produce anarchy, mi^ 
termiaatc in the arbitrary power of an individuaL-^But whst 
it the flate of affairs under the Britiili ConlHtution ?— The. 
p^ple have continued in this (late of depravitj for 4 great 
number of years, expofing the if votc^ and every thii^ that 
depends on their votes, namely, their liberty, qiylil and reli- 
gious ; their property, real and perfopal ; to open fak is 
every tounty-town, city and borbugh in the kingdom, and 
only lamenting that the iepteooial and o^ennial fain do 
not more frequently reuim, Now^.aotwithflandiug thb pro- 
^iS^cy, the people of England enjoy, at this day, a g|%4ter 
degree of rattoilal freedom, interiutl proTperity, and foreign 
power, united, than perhaps any other (late of ancient or modem 
times. U nefaut pas beaucoup de probite pour qu'un Goveite- 
ment Monarchique, ou un Gkxvcrdtmcnt Defpotique fe malcH 
tienncnt,oufe foutiennent. I<a force des loix dans Tun, ie bras 
du Prince, toi\;ours lev^ dans Tautre, reglent ou contlenneat 
tout. Mais dans un etat Populaire it faut ua rtfiort dc pins, 
qui eft la vertu. esprit obs loiz, m. 3. Tranfi, A 
MONARCBiAL or Dcfpotic Govemmeut c^n fupport it* 
feif without much integrity in the people. The power of 
law in the one, the arm of the Prince in the other, regulate 
every thing^. But in a popular (late there muft be fome- 

thing elfe to rdbrt to, and that is, virtue* 

« 

This proceeds from the fyf^em of checks and counteradlion 
which 1 have defcri bed. The King may defire to extend his 
prerogative : but the two Houfes are jealous of their pri* 
viiegcs and are backed by the people. The £.ord8 may be par- 
tial to the Crowo, and willing to encroach on the Commons : 
but felf-intcreft will prevent them from facrificing their cofr* 
fequence in the (late j aadT they find the Commons not Icff 
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tenacious of their Tights than Me to maiataln llicm.*^ 
"Tiic Comtiioos are an over match for both the Monarchiat 
and the Ariftocratical branches, and fakve nothing to fear' 
from their union : but fiiould they abufe their power, in 
oppofition to the fenfe of the nation, we hatt feen that their' 
conftitu^ts will defeat the ambitioot projedb of their own 
rcprefentatives : and on all Aich oeeafions, the King can ap* 
peal to the people, by a diflblution Pariiament. 

Taus it has happened, that every branch of the Govern^ 
flient may be eorrupt^ and meditate onooo(HtDtional 'cn* 
oroacfamentt on the reft ; nay the' people ihcmlclves nWtybe. 
fixnk io grofi corruption, and yet the eountry be free and pro£> 
fperout.»This caaaot be laid of any OoTersment^MC^ tJ«^ 
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, «« Tas JSzecutive Power ought ta be in the bands of a 
*^ MONAacn ; becaufe this branch of govemmcnt n 
'< better admiQiftercd by ons than by many. -->Tf there 
** was fw Monarch, ^nd the £]^ecutive Power was com* 
■ ** mitted to a certain number of perfons, fele^Sted from 
'* the Legiflative Bodyr-Tasac would bx an xno 

•• THBN OF uaiaxf." 

MovTESqiJiav. 
■ 

cxcEUBfa i8. 

. 'fHZ page of hillory »s (laipe4 with the crimes of Kings. 
They are charged not only with their own, but thofe wbicb 
have been perpetrated in their names. Almoft air Ki^gs 
have been abfulute moaarcl^s; and their paifions being thu* 
relcdfcd from coutrouli have rua into the wildeft excefs.'^* 
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ftit lliffte h oa doubt tJbat thtj lura ofteabetB ^|i4r at*.' 
cDuaubls for enormities in which tjl^ ha4 no ih^nc. Thcf 
hare been loaded with oblo^y on afcoont of the .c&di il 
ftate policy, of <Jie anbttion pf Mv fubje^^ o£ eoortiii*' 
tyijiM,. Mudperloa^l vofemniMUtt oif wHoh timy h^flFC liec» 
only the 4o^* Buctny thia^ t^t l^nKBt ^wii»g (be wg» 
of a Kivf it imputed ta huniiKU^ tfaowfhha my hamhcva 
a9 innocent ui Edward VI. iHien he licked the wrt* (dcM^ , 
retico conibaren4o} for buroii^^ the anabaptill woauuu 

' McMimcwr itfidtii^g mtt difzBpvt^, boeat^e ifehsnt f^ 
dtom ba4 cnM>9ipfo> ^ Monandii proporiy Umiied. Kwsi 
acqatrcd their power, either by oon^neft, as fos^al pn- 
enioeyiec.- Th^ pbi^cr confietsed hpf cbn^Hei^ ia unbounded ; 
and the feudal chief cpniidered his people as Taflals. T^ 
royal houfcs of Europe are chiefly indebted for their crowns 
to the fevd4l fyfteio: a t ^d t h e vfoferof the northern barbari? 
ans. According to thp fircfigth or «e;thne(s of the Baroos, 
were the reflritStions of the royal authority. J?pr many ge- 
nerations the Barons^ or Lords^ were $h« only o^pqfenof 
dcfpotifm ; and £agland, in partipular, is indebted to them 
for MAGNA cHAaTA, and for co^^fining the King within fome 
moderate limits, until rnr CosrsitiNs becaiife of fi]%ieo^ 
confcquence to join in the oppo^tio n, 

Tbe influence 6t the Ctmnn«ns aro|(*fhpai thcr Intradn^^ 
of commerce, and from the privilege obt^^ined' by thtJxrdt 
under Henry VTl. pf alienatio); their hrnd^ whicfhthe mer- 
chants were then able to piirchafc. Thfrftrengtfiened the 
oppi»fition, and cpnfirmed the limitation of the prerogatiTC. 
In Ftaiicef the downfitl of the 9arcms wa^ thres«^iohef 
the Tbrone; in Bngland, it pontributed t^its Mmitaciony by 
ilrengthening the Comm^iis. 

WnaysEA the King of £Bg1a9^4 h evfn ii«w foActeot^ 
reftridUdf i» ^ (^ueftion whic|i may come nq4cf conMc^^'fn 
at another time :— at prefent I mean only to o^r ibme re- 
marks }^ favour of limitso uoRaftCttr $ and whatT have 
ptemifed may juftifymein foying, that no cQ)[|cli]i)«fr<canrte 
dNiwn againfV this branch of bur Cenftit^Kia^ ittaofthurpe^' ^ 
ConalTiccs of arbitrary tyrants^ nof Aroai'llic >^MtricttfBC» 
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fiooedlyj^erpvttfinfi. There n ^gresttr diftnec tietvccn 
1^ cbfolutc pon»cr of « AiSptA^ mA tbc regtdsitcd jnthority 
of a King, who is coDfidcfed a« the prefidenc «r ckicf ma* 
giftratc of div Katr, than b etwe en the furj of a anob, «ii4 
the wifdom of a well eonfiknted Republie. 

^^hrn r«rpe& to Ibreiga afiaitv, it n, 1 belieTC, admitted 
by e^ry ref^e^aWe writer on potitios« thoc a monaeohy ec- 
i5dls -in Ihree vtry im^iorunit ^rttcakrt— iecrccj^-vigoitr-^ 
and difpaich ; and with regard to internal tranquiUtj, it ia 
attended with thtt invaluable adTaaugc, .that it extinguifhet 
th^ hopes of turbrilent ambidon. 

Alt Che tlepohKcsof antiquity, ttttpi tAcieo%tt»if , trcre 
*toni hy rnedfaot convuTftons, thfongh t^e intrigues, real or 
iOtkginary, of powerful citiaens, aiming atHiefnpreme aucho* 
rity. iTh^e oecafioned more mifery, than at! the fitf^kious |>iocs 
invented m other countries, by Kings or their fmaifters. Laee- 
dem«n efi&aped thofe plagues by combintng a limited monarchy 
with a democratfcal government. The throne was confidered aa 
the in difputable hereditary property of twO branches of the 
family of Iterculn. 71ie division of the royal authority be« 
tween two co-exiffing Kings wonld fcem to be an abundant 
fouree of dtfcord and contention, yet theefie6l was, that the 
fcaccof the State was never didvrhed by any pretenders to 
the^one. 

Atb^nj was fo diftraded by attempts to fetae upon the 
fvpreme j>ower, or by the fear of defpotifm, that the was 
obliged to refort to the extraordinary expedient of banidiing, 
by oftracifm, erery citiaen who excelled Che reft in abilities, 
or -even tn tiK moft harndcXs virtues. The AtheaiAn who 
vatedforthe exile of Ar^itkSt could give no other reafon for 
his cond»ft than cfais«— that he was grieved to hear him called 
Arifiidei ike jt^. Thia is a ft raking iaftaoGC of a general 
truib, Ahat envy is the defpot of Republics. 

JlOMc was ooatinually ei^gaged infach draggles. Valerius, 
jttftiy f0cii«awd^PopIicola, or the eourtier of the populace, 
had fcarcely expelled the Tarquins^ trhen he wasaccufed of 
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a tfe€gii to reftbre rojiltj i» lii» own perfon. Maidhii fcX 
under th« fame fufpicioii, an4 wa» thrown from the Tarpeiaa 
Rock, Iboa after he had. with*, bit fingle arm, defended it 
againft the GauU The Decemvin attempted to perpetuate 
their authority. The Confuls and Senate were, almoft eveiy 
year, obliged to refign the lives and liberties of the people 
into the bands of n Difhiwr, The edntefb of Marms »od 
Sylla, Cafar and Ptmpey, ORgvius and ^ii/^ffjh— €ondu<^d tbt 
Republic through a fedea of pdamitiet to her fioal ex^ 
tindion. 

Thus in Republics, the abilities of the greateft men are 
either extinguifhed by banifliment, and transferred to tlfe 
enemies of the ftate ; or they become the pefts of their coun- 
try, by indulging an inordinate ambition. In the firft in* 
fiance, the country becomes fubje<^ to a forei^ power, like 
JFbi:if of Matetkn^n. the other, to a domeftic tyrant, who 
having obtained a vidlory over the rights of his fellows, will 
rever think himfclf fafe^ while a free, or a daring, or a vir- 
tuous man ezifU among bis fubjedb.-*— >Regibus boai, quasi 
mali fufpetSUores funt ; femperque his allena virtus fonni-^ 
dolofa^— SALLUST BELL. CAT. Traujl, The good are al- 
ways more fuTpedled by defpots thaa the bad : merit is ever 
formidable to them. 

SvcR was the line of the Roman Bmperors. A luhtia 
MOMAECHT avoids thcfe extremes. The monarch lua no 
rivals- to fear^ and of courfe has no incemive to cruelty.— 
The principal citizens have no hope of attaining the fuprcine 
authority, and muft confiue themfclves to more innocent ob- 
je^s of ambition. 

Tbz greateft nobleman in Bngfand haa no more chaaee of 
afcending the throne, than the meaneft peafant.—- fai Re- 
publics, the ahleft citixens wafte and ahufe their abibties in 
ambitious and ruinous prc>|e«3s : in abfoJute Monafchieii 
they conceal them altogether, or facrifice tbem to the will of 
the Prince. . But in a limited Monarchy, none can raife hi» 
hopes to the crown : none can rife to any true greatneft, ex- 
<:ept by ferviog the ftate, and by the good opinion of his 
fieUow fubje^. 
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L^AMBiTTov c(Vp^frt1cicafiH])Hi9^uh-':Repcrbliqor: EOcui db 
iions clfttB dATts la Monstrchte>-E««krfiyiEi loix. iu. 7.- Tratlftn 
Im a RepTdbHc; ambirion-is'^rbtciottt; iflia'Munaivb]rrb«^ 
Iic6d2il.- 

T»K fadic argunioRtiK/a»weU Rstke. authority of hiftdrj,. 
recommend heredit^ry^ ia ptcUrtnecto elective Monarchy. 
An eIe<S^ivc Monarchy threatens inteftine wars ; defperate 
cottfpiracfcff; criic} preMtftidhsvand^'btDod^tireTeage/ Up- 
on th^ 'po^nt I prtCume'- th« - pu^lie aMcmenhfof^ oaa>mmi^ - 
iince ' we ail joined fo heartily in applauding and fttppgtfrciagi) 
the abortive revolution of polano, in which the change from 
aa elcAive to an hereditary M^nArchy^wara ftHI^ingfeafcirc. 

How far the evils attendaftt'^oan tYttctliiJSifa^titAxtmfh^ 
obviated by the Rtprefeittative form, may be coniidered here^ 
after. 



cur THU MJuxiSH. cojif&a'jsrvia'KM'J 



** Point de Monarque, point de NoblefTe; point de 
*^ Noblefle, point ^f^6ftmiqat4€tam>oa aiiarilefjppfitfi** 

EiMiT DXf xjNi^ 11^ ^ 

•* Ma KiBg,.n» Nobility ;, 00-^ NobiUtyj^na King, buti ia- 
«< kirAewia^lefiiot." 

SPIRIT or LAWS, IX, 4. 

THS hiftoHer of' all. g^erMneotr > gm tcftinMiyf.' toj thih 
foperiority tuf 'the^itKiipkS' of: ou»i ovni;. To : tbtfitt it'; m^ 
probably be rcftored, if the people have thee f|UKtl,4 viijilMw 
and wifdem, to draw their force to a point-— to a reform of 
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-Taia laognage will n9t be underftood hj uiy who wiflit* 
dftftnA public attention, and draw it off to the Utopian 
fchemet of a diftempercd imagination. With fuch mcsi 
whatever is good in our prefent frame of goTcmment, ii to be 
involTcd in one common wreck, with what is bad. Every 
fpeck on its fur&ce, becomes a moontain ; and whatever is 
venerable and noble, diminiflies to a point. 

. Its abuses are great, but its good qualities are mzsij. 
To remove the one, and preferve the other, is the firft aim 
of a patriot. 

Mt lad contained general remarks on the advantages pe- 
culiar to limited Monarchy ; contrafted with the ioccBant 
convulfioQs incident to a JZf^«>/ic. 

The heredxtart branch of our legiflature, now na- 
turally rifes into view. 

In the endlefs Philipics, agamft the conftitution, tbe 
Houfe of Lords has been one of the principal butts of fatire. 
—Many of its enemies are enemies of the whole %flem, a 
they would be of any other that chance had conne<f^ed them 
with, and they attack at this point, conceiving it the weakcH 
in the line. They are either thofe who 'will ^ot perceive 
excellence in any thing fhort of abfolute perfe<Slion ; or who 
prefer a political florm to the blcfling of liberty under a ferene 
iky. 

That feveral nobles have rendered thcmfelves odious to 
the beft frieiids of order in our country, we need not be fur- 
prifed. A removal however of the caufe of averfion, moft 
in the fober eye of reafon, claim a preference to the abfo- 
lute extindlion of an eflential part of our government. 

The nobles early laid one of* the broadefl foundations 
of our' liberty in the reign of King J«hn ; and at difiyrat 
periods fmce that acra, they have preferved or reftored the 
political balance. < 

MoNTEsq57iED, lu cxpIoring the private fprings of the rife, 
declcnfion, and fall of £inpires/draw« this Ariking'pidlure ; 
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which'it rceommended ai an original, to the young political 
« conDoificur.— >*' A very curious fpei^acle it was in the laft 
** century, to behold the impotent efforts the EngUih made 
** for the eftabliflimcnt of democracy. The government wa» 
** continually changing. The people, amazed at fa many 
" revolutions, fought every where for a democracy — without 
•* being able to find it. At length after a ferics of tumultuc&y 
•• motions and violent Jhocks, they were ol)lJged to have re- 
** courfe to the vert government which they had fo 
♦* odioufly profcribed.** 

To return to the Lords : it is too true that many of them, ia 
contempt of the conftitution, in defiance of the fpirit of the 
law and the votes of the Commons, have ufurped an undue 
and almoft ruinous dominion in the Hate, by monopolizing 
rotten infignificant borobghs, and often returning reprefen* 
tatives of themfelves to the houfe of the people. To that caufe, 
they owe ail thevodium in which feveral of them are held, 
and if they (houlu ever ccafe to ezift a* a diAin<^ order, to 
that fource may they trace it. But it is in their individual 
capacity that we are to biame them ; for in their legiflative 
one. Lord Chatham I think has told us, that their power 

comparatively with that of the Commons, is as a drop of 
'water to the ocean. 

Strip them of their uncenflitutional influence over eledlions, 
and every folid objection vaninieit. Were we to contemplate 
a Houfe of Lords, divefled of all influence in the return of 
the reprefentative alTembly, we fhould only fee in it advaAr 
tage and fafety to the commonwealth. 

Tufe neceflHty for two deliberative powers, was thus aflert^ 
cd by De Lotme, who fays — '* that the laws of a (late may 
*• be permanent^ it is ncceflary that the leoislative power 
** fhould be divided : That they may have -weight and con- 
** tinue in force, it is ncceflary that tbb ixtcuTtva power 
« fliould be one:* 

It was well underflood both by the grbsks and Romans ; 
for a fenate made part of their moft democratical condituti- 
ons, as tlie furcft means of preventing precipitation and error. 



*mtAUf^Romiui funitki, ike coffice:evon? lccinB.4o:)ute bciB 
tJwMdhaiy. 

..In « iQDiMrchical government, it is ladirpcofibly necef- 

^Sfitji^Atid nn tb»t poifit it. hat been well faid,. that there 

«.iuu)ootbet^ greater iblecifmiu politics, than a nobility vbo 

'. i^ffisr. the liberty • of the Commons Xo be taken zvmy. la 

^«riAocrgqic9 the nobility get whatever the commons lofc ; but 

in monarchies, the crown aione is gainer; and 'the certaia 

confequence of their helping to enflave the Commons, it 

j'fhmi'bei0£^««fl«Tcdithc«»i^Yes( at laft. 

I If we take the range of hldory under our eye, we ihzU 

,(ie^in the Lords a permanent body that'furvives when "the 

.xcp^entative' branch pcriilics; and has more .than ooce 

Pfcvented the ruin of the conftitution, when the monarch 

. would, have JcvQlled itSLJ^rriers. 

Did a prince with no longer tdfnmmon new p;H*lratneflt», 

after the dcniife of an oM one, We (hould* experience in the 

'Lords a body as impcriHiable as royalty itfelf ^-eawledby 

.^privHfge to demand an audience with 'the- dcfpot; ready to 

advifea revivatof the ancient fbrms ; and urged by 'itaowa 

intereft to oppofe him by force if he refufttfd it. 

When the. Commons Houfe'diflblTes, the noble' branch 
'.Jdand^ entire — and armed with tbc, (Irength of the natioa, 
has • ere n9w vindicated its caufe.with their own. 'We na- 
turally lofe fight of its uXe, bccaufeit is it^aii apparent, when 
the machine of ftate is mod in peril ; while' by the natural 
•fipenition]of2«ur?goT(ei«Hneat.4t'Mcs its. forcf:> when. ail is 
'1rjui(]uilAi)d ibcHfC. 

Nk^tRVH the limited, nature, of this publication, nor the 
..tioie of tjie writer, admit i>f more than rapid fkctches ; clfc 
might innumerable cafes be dated in which the Lords would 
naturally {land in the breach, and where they a<fluaily have 
i'doae fo. M^ll -briefly Mnention. four, at very .diiFereot 
-periods-i-I,*^Wc sre.indebtedlo.them for the Great Charter 
> of'OnrLibertyya^quiiifdfaicMlytas XAf5-ra*— ^Atia time whc^ 
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the Romaji, 01; civil Jamr,,naw the.«cc}efiaAiC2lIdw tn tbcfe 

"km^d^ms, .VfA* :an object, pf .admiration over Europe, tb^ 

Xocds gppoTcd iU: intiodu^^ion into England, tho' it was re- 

,coxameji.4c4 there with the ^itmoft zeal, by the clergy. Had 

at not b^cn /or the determined part thf n taken by the Peer* 

ia iiyQ\ft:fiS' the common law, we fliould not at this day have 

it. to.bQa|l.of, but be governed. by tl« Juftinian Pande<5l3, ia 

its A<^a4> t Jaihe reign of Richard. II. the nobility in Parlia- 

.mcnt declared their, difapprobatiopy in thcfe pointed terms— 

•* .T,he I realm of England hath .never been unto this bour> 

** neither, by, the coftfeat of our Lord the King, and the 

** Lords of Parlfamcnt, fliall it ever be, ruled or governed 

**.«by..the pisjl laAv.""^Of,,courtrc to their wtcrference on that 

occafipa iWCiOwe thcbrQadedibuodatioii of our libertits.— f 

-5^-tQ». jlhe di(&))ution .of .gorycrAment by the flight of James^ 

/thfy! Caved tl^c'ilate irom.dcftrudlion, by infUntly hold* 

i^^ the fc^ns of. empire, for the people, iffuing orders to the 

j^ct* the army, aiid thc^^arrifons* and corrcfponding with 

•ihc Prince of Oraqge about the means of faviuj^ tjic iwtiou. 

,^ben the ConventionT^arliamcnt met, they cayillcd not at 

the felf appointment of. the .CQmmons, Uit a^Slcd bojdiy iqi 

conjun<Stion with them, and a Revolution was efFc^Sled that 

4kafflu^^fe««^^aFalleJs .in. luAory, either for the ordeHy .manner 

ia whioh4t''«ra*cea4iidbed,/ or .the; ends it attained '«C74. And; 

fo lately as Gcor^gc the Firft, they pafled a bill for limiting 

their own numbers ;' TfrhicH, tho* a IxJghly falutary rdlric' 

tipB of regal prerogative,- was loft ia the lower houl'c. 

'^HE advsalages of •^a 'dernier court of af[xpeal, lof a court 
for trying ^thafges of'htgh'.crix^os and cnai'deaieaiioiirs, and' 
4or ithe iinpedchment of minUVerKv-liave/eklomy if ever, been 
t^hi^d. Affvpreme judicial 'authority i« iherefo^^e vefted in^ 
^th^^Fcers/as'inon guarded agaifUl the iiiiiluence of ibribery and« 
corruption, 'by munber;8, >permanent^ wsealUiy-aud, hereditary. 
-name, 

' 1!sc'iieceifity for a middle (branch being proved by hiftorjr 
nnd argument, it fo>HoAV5kthat.it»«iuft Jiave..a.»ffrt//i;^.vote p 
in order at once to afford a third or cafllng. voice, '-tO'^e^- 
fcrvc a balance, and fecurc its own exiftence.. 
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Rbbpkctino the fpiritoal iKirds, little need be &i^. b 
their capacity ai clergymen, they have no ri^ht to fit in Par- 
liament ; for it is merely, at perfoni pofleffing baronies onder 
the Crown, or by fiiSkion fuppofed to do fo, that either the 
Bifliops of this day, or the Abbots of a former one, coold 
reft any claim to feats among the Lords. Their having thci&i 
ferves neither reh'gious nor civil liberty, and yet lets the pro- 
grefs of a further reformation in the Church. Tho* fome im- 
provement might be made in this point, I conceive that si 
Spiritual Barons, they would not weigh a grain in the iole 
againft a bovsb or commons, really returned by the fetpic. 

In favour of a divided legt/Iative power, or middle eflate^ 
the annals of pafl ages from the earlicA period to the highelt 
cultivation of the human mind, bear evidence ; and eoly 
yefterday it has been the free choice of AmerUa^ which in 
the heat of war adopted it into its cooftitution. After a d^ 
liberate confidcration in times of peace, they retain it both 
in their provincial and federative legiflatures. The writer 
would not be furprifed to find that even Jhraace, profitiog I7 
eiperience, fliould adopt it hereafter. 

VfTiTH the words of aft author, whofe book ihould furrife 
the language it was written in, I will dofe this paper. 

" A BODY of nobility is alfo more peculiarly neceflary lo^ovr 
mixed and compounded cofiftitution, in order to fupport the 
right of both the crown and the people, by forming a barrier 
to withftand the encroachments of both, k creates aod pre- 
ferves that gradual fcale of dignity, which proceeds Iran the 
peafant to the Prince ; rifing like a pyramid, from a hjM^ 
foundation, and diminiihing to a point as it rifes. It is this 
afcendiog and cootra&ing proportion that adds ftability to 
any government ; for when the departure, is fudden irom 
one extreme to another, we may pronounce that date to he 
precarious.-— The nobility therefore are the pillars, wb^ 
are reared from among the people, more immediately^ 
fupport the throne ; and if that falls, tbbt muft alio be buried 
under its ruins.*' 
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THOUGHTS 
ON TRS BRITISH CONST/TirTIOy. 

Ito. V. 



No tiemptation fhdl«vec induce mc to join gmj aflbcia- 
** tioB.tbat has for its obje^ a change in the bash 
** of cMxr confUtution, or an exteniion of any of thefe bafea 
beyond the juft proportion. It was not (thank God) 
made in a day. It U the refuit of gradual and progref* 
live wifdom. It lias grown up in aferia% and never, 
never, has the guardian prote<^ing genius of England 
been either sjleef orfaShfied, 

CBAS. rox— Speech on the J3th 
Dec. 179a, againft the pro- 
clamation. 
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Th» coMJTiTUTiON ; the whole constitution;- and 
nothing but the constitution.— Thefe few words com- 
f»rchend the political creed of the author of this paper.— 
With the whole conftitution, he is neither a friend of liberty, 
order, nor peace, who will no( idk content. Without it, no 
man fliould. 

The great bodf of the Commons of Ireland, would then 
have a full reprefientation in their own houfe of Parliament— - 
and the democracy be reftored to its due weight in govern* 

BCOt. 

Tux power over the purfe of the nation, over the ficcws 
•f war, commerce, and manufadlures, over every thing that 
gives inHucncc among men, being thus returned to its right* 
'^lul owners«-corrnption would be trampled under foot, as the 
means of corjrupting would be removed. The riglit of the 
people to originate laws, thro* their reprereutatives, and, to 
prevent improper ones by their vci$t would be at the fame 
time efiedhially fecujred. 
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ITo longer fliould we hear of 'au(Slions, aiudlioiieert, and pur- 
cliaiert of the Peerage-;, of the vile-traffic in boroughs; or of 
miniflerial profligacy and extravagance. I^axes vre&ould 
Dill have 7 for without them', oTTly favages in the hunting 
Rate can exift;. and if the' fbdihg, rather than reflediog 
MILLION, ever think otIkerw4i«,4h«y are deceived. But tbefe 
cxpences wduIA^be're)g;^iated by wifdom, an4 confined withio 
ihofe bomidv wliicbtheiiecfrffities'of'tbe^conmMBwetUi^pfe- 
Ikribtf. 

St7ca are the effeiEls to be expedted in the coniihoh courfe 
of thingJi from a Hoirfe of Commohs, tKc tfxprcft imkgc of the 
colledlive body. Eiitto entitle it to this cKara<SEcr, I'd© not 
hcfitate to afTert, that the bafis of ele^ion niufl'be extended 
to ROMAN CATHOLICS. They arc meH^ with all' the energies 
of our nature. By the cultivation of' their native powers 
9nd feelings, the (lock of national virtue, fpirit, and freedom, 
may be encreafed as i^ell as improved. I mud remark in thii 
place, that their ancient prepoffefBons, and their recent decla- 
rations, are all in favour of tWet efiaUi ; the defence of 
which; is one df tH^'dbji<a^ of tUeTe UHt<ft etl^.« 

\Vi»havtf liVAi to fee fyfttmiitie» corrupnon not only prac- 

tifed in fecrer, but> ai)9v/td^ by admidiftration. ,We baeve 

known-charged of the highcft crime*- agfunfl the Majeflyof 

the (late, againft the fountain of honours, and tlve^ uofullied 

purity that fliould diftinguifli the nobles of the land, read/ 

to Be made, but refufed'a heatlbg ; thd^ tkd gbaKdian-'afhii 

^country was the accufer, and- iriiillblM <i^ WfDfqg^ fuhjedf 

wcVe impatitiot'for the ifTiie'. Fy6m' fiKh\a* fcenc. it is na* 

tural to turn away with difgufl ; and pointing at the do* 

formed %ure, to exclaim,— /j //&« our ghrioui and bappjctf 

fiituliGti ? But let her appear iii het iSa'ti^e'cblouniiand the 

■attentive fped^ator will difcern tHig eom)[)icfxioU of Hc^Hi, tMtf 

lines of beauty, and the proportions of ftVwigttt*. fivttr ia 

her prefont condition, we ict the f^mstitls' cf ar gtgatiitk atttl 

^Tcnerablc form, retaining. fucH vig'pUf iii oltl'aiglf ar fieWOt&r 

<onftitufions exhibit in youth. Enci^^afef th«; ciir<niHit{bn'6ys 

4iew>portioA of the vitUI principle,* i^nd OUr gbVettlWdffC'Btay 

aong remain a bIei£og to all who efijcT^ it ; »ii' etkttpli^o^ 
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mttc of the fineft theories of antiquity, rcalifcd. For fuch 
was the eonftitution which Polybius dcfcribcd as the pcr- 
fcaion of human contrivaricc, 500 years before the Saxons, 
iiENGisT and HOKSA, had landed on Britifli ground; 
ai)d fuch was the con (litu lion which Cicero praifes in the 
following words— " Statuo cfle opiime conftitutam rempub- 
" licara qure crtribus gcneribus iilis regali, optimo, et popu- 
" lari confufa modice,ncc puniendo irritet animum immanem 
•* et fcrum, ncc omnja prsetcrmittendo licentia cives dcte- 
** riores rcddat."— C/f. fra^^ Lib. a. dc Rep.— I lay 
it down (he fays) as a maxim, that that ftatc is heft cQnIU- 
t«ted, which being compofcd of the three forms, royal, arif- 
tocratic, and popular, neither exafperates the unruly and 
ferocious mind of the multitude, by fcvcrJty ; nor corrupts 
the people, by licentious indulgence. 

What government is the moft defirable, moft congenial 
to the nature of human beings ? — That which does not re- 
quire an incefiant and unrelaxed a^fVion of the -whole people to 
keep it alive ; but which, by frequent periodical calls, re- 
minds them of the rights of man, and the conftitution of 
their government. Not that which can only exift by conti- 
nual appeals to every member of the community, which refts 
on the unremitting acclivity and heroip virtues of each, and 
tumbles into ruin when deprived of thefe precarious fupports. 
Such an one is neither calculated to promote the mod dura- . 
bk liberty, nor bappinefs of men. 

In the iirft moments of popular ardour, where the finewt 
of every individual fight the battles of the country, the fuc- 
cefTes of a new people may dazzle others funk in torpid re- 
pofe ; but they are by no means proofs of the future excel- 
lence or (lability of their embrio conftitution. 

The great Author of Nature never but for the higheft 
purpofes of wifdom, fufpends the laws of his government. 
Tracing an analogy between his works and thofe of his 
creatures, we may pronounce, that ftru<fturcs which are 
mod haftily ered^ed, have the worft chance of lafting^ 
cxtftence; whilft thofe which fpring from occaiioQS, and 
grow out of the wants of the human foul— 'liiay be confider* 
^d as reding on foundations laid by a divine hand. 

Co 
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jAX. la, 1793. 
'* Bt the corruption of Parliaments, and the abfolute in- 
** fluence of a King or his Mrnifler on the two Houfes, 
'* we return into that (late, to deliver us, or fee are U9 from 
" which, Parliaments were inftituted. Our whole eoofti- 
** ttttion is at once diflblved. Many fecurities to liberty 
" are provided ; but the integrity which depends on the 
** freedom and the independency of parliament, is the key- 
*' ftone which keeps the whole together. If this be 
** {haken, our conftitution totters ; if it be quite remored, 
" our conftitution falls into ruin. That noble fabric, the 
** pride of Britain, the envy of her neighbours, railed by 
*' the labour of fo many centuries, repaired at the eipence 
** of fo many millions, and cemoited by fuch a profufion 
** of hlooi\ that noble fabric, I fay, which was able to 
^ reiift the united efforts of fo many races of giants, may 
*< be demoliflied by a race of pigmus.*' 

' BOLIMGBAOKK. 



IT IS now near two thoufand y«ars £ncc Polybius, in con- 
templating the various defe«^ to which governments were 
fubjcf^, conceived a mixture of the elements of each, that 
was te avoid the errors of ail. He probably did not enter- 
tain a hope, that the bold flight of his fancy would be realiz- 
ed in the revolution of time ; that the fyflem would prove 
as excellent in pratfttce as it was in theory ; and that its pre- 
eminence would be placed beyond the pofllbility of doubt, 
by its having among its other virtues the valuable one of 
ftMity. 

Hia fpecufaition was founded on the nature of man; 
^e that would at this day remain only the monument of a 
fine invagination, which our rude anceftors enjoyed long alter 
ia their native woods.— They enjoyed the fpirit and effencc 
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of the Britifli Conftitution : and if wc arc aflccd in what re- 
cords the charter of their liberties is to be found, wc anfwcr 
with HUME, that " it was not writ on parchment , nor yet on 
" leaves, or barks of trees ; for it preceded the ufc of writr 
** ing and all other civilized arts of life.** 

It is one of the many perfcdlions of that conftitution which, 
with a ncceffary reform, thcfc papers contend for, that it has 
the peculiar faculty of recovering after every fall; infteadof- 
gradual declenfioa, and diffolutlon. Even the commanding 
mind of cromwell, could only change its monarchical out- 
line for a feafon ; and charles and james fufpended the 
democracy in its convpofition, at the cxpcnce of the head 
of the one, and t lie crown of the other. The machine felt 
tranfient convulfions, but reverted back to its original ftatc 
with more celerity than it had departed from it. 

So deeply laid in the conftitution is the fpirit of liberty, 
that it rofe fupcrior to the power of the Plantagenets, 
Tudors, and Stuarts, and to every attack from every quar- 
ter. 

To revive its fpirit, we haice only to<*ecur to its firft princi- 
ples ; and, clearing away the rubbtih of centuries, ere6t the po- 
pular pillar of government on a foundation which (hall at once 
procure fecurity to the crown, ftability to the peerage, and 
liberty to the people. 

•* THzfec'fimpIeistHvs.** Wc can revifc and amend, or 
rather reQore ; for the (tru<Sbure contains within itfelf mate- 
rials for its repair. 

Strengthened by the opinions and adbions of the greateft 
men in modern tipics, without a fingle contrary authority, 
till within the txvo Uft years,— many contend, that the f#«/?f- 
tution is not merely a name, but a rI:alitt :— others allege, 
that to the latter chara(5ter it has no preteniJons, becaufc it 
is not FIXED and written— and becaufc it is alterable 
by the King, Lords, and Commons.- But all agree, that a 
reform in the Commons Houfc is an objcdl iii the highed 
degree dcfirable ; and that by unitj smd ptrj'tvfranci, it may 
be cfFc^ed. 
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Let cTcry honcft heart and hand, tlicn, be applied to bring 
it about. In the diftiuion of the people, evil governors 
found their hopes ; in an adherence to fimplc points, tlicy 
have their greatell fears. 

It little concerns me what party is either pleafed or <lif- 
pleafed by the freedom of thcfe thoughts, as they arc dic- 
tated by a genuine affcdlion for my native land ; by kn aver- 
fion to every power that would trample on the rights ot my 
fellow men ; and by a finccre forrow for all their wan-^ 
derings from the plain line of practicable good. My regard 
for a radical reform is fufficiently evinced ; a« my objeA 
is to promote an union among the people of Ireland, and 
to urge thofc under whofc eye thefe papers may fall, to 
direi^ their hopes to onih undifputed point. In that point 
ALL meet; and againft the ncceiiity of attaining it, the 
moft corrupt eourlier, peniioDcr, or fycophant, no longer 
prcfumcs to offer an argument. 

With thofe virtuous men, whofc fole obje«2 is a r*ir organ 
through which the will of the people may be declared in 
Parliament, I trufl, that tKe one grand ob}e<5l may be purfoed 
with ilcady deciliun ; and that fpirit and moderation may be 
fo happily co-mingled, that on the headu of Governors ihaH 
fall any evil that can follow.' . Every thing bordering on pre- 
cipitation or intemperance, would be ruin and defeat. If 
the nation, as an aggregate whole, come fairly and decidedly 
forward — fuccefs will follow. But even the thoughtlefs agi- 
tator fhould beware how matters arc puHied to extremes 
ere the counties and the provinces are ready to fpeak an^ 
to A&, Such men are apt to look from the fpot they inhabit, 
as the foul of a f/flem ; to imagine that its rays illume the 
fartheft ^crgc of the circle ; and that the fame ardent heat 
prevails at the extremities which is felt at the center. 

To thefe invefted -with ptvery I beg leave to addrcfs a few 
words. They ihould hear them with the greater candour, a» 
they come from one who dcteAs levelling and republican 
principles, as much as he condemns the blemiHies that deface 
•ur Cooftitution. To reftore the weight properly bclwiginj 
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♦o each of the three powers, is the utmoft extent of hi« wifli ; 
and that wifli has not only reafon, but millions to fupport it. 

From an attentive obfcrvation of the growth of public 
opinioi), of what has pafled and is paHing in the minds of men, 
I aver that the feint approbation of the meafure, which former- 
ly convoked county meetings, and provincial ones, a volunteer 
convention, and a civil aiTcmbly of delegates, has at length 
given way to a defire of reform, which animates every breaft, ' 
and wliifpers that the rights of the people, purfucd even in the 
wayj of peace, cannot long be withheld. That it is not 
now as it once was, confined to a virtuous few, who with un- 
ceailng labour fanned the fpark — but at^uates every honed 
man, of every rank. It is not rcflriiSted to the needy, tii 
whomfcenes of confuiion afford profit and delight ; but em* 
braces all, or almofl all, the gentlemen of landed property 
In Uifler, not within the baleful influence of a Court. They 
join in the general prayer for'a reform, as public tranquility 
and the will of the nation require it. They are thofc 
who have mod to contend for, and to whom peace and the 
fecurity of property mud ever be dear ; but their judgment 
concurs with that of every thinking man, that a gracious and 
well timed concefHon may cnfure the loyalty and happinei't 
of Ireland for generations. A wife Qatefman would even in 
times of profound peace invefligate this great canker in the 
(late ; nor in war fhould he fhrink from it. 

This is the intercfl of the King, and the King's friends ; 
of the People, and the People's friends— may it be coniidered 
with the ferioufnefs which the fubjedk defervcs ! 

Pjiograstination is dangerous; decifion,wIfdom. There 
are times when moderate improvement would be accepted 
with pleafure and content, that at a more advanced dage 
would be reje<fled . with fcorn. Let no man pretend that 
principles unfriendly to the fpirit of the Conflitution, are 
widely diflcminated-*-!f there are Aich, they lurk in a few 
breads, and are too feeble to infeift the general maf». Every 
fociety of Citizens, every Volunteer body, every Catholic 
meeting, difclaims them— and reds their hopes fingly oa 
aminoment, not suhversiox. 
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Ir goTcmmtnt reqatre « kfloo, they maj recme it fron a 
Statcfman, quali^ed to fteer thro' a tempcftuoua occaa. 
With his advice, therefore, given in ParHament on the i^th 
mU. fhall thU number conclude. 

• 

CHAKLES rOX*ft AOTICE T« MIKiaTSR^. 

WbaU it fify ^ ajked, -would I fr^ptfe to do in hours of tffffi- 
iion like the preftnt f I will anfwer openl]^* ^ there is a ten- 
deaey in the Diffenters to difcontent, bccavfe they conceive 
themfetves unjvftly fofpcAed and crucUy calomiiiited, what 
Ihou^d 1 do ? I wottkl tnftantly repeal the Teft and Corpora- 
iion A^i, and take from them there^ aU eaufe of complaint. 
If there were any peffotis trDdwned with a repoblfcan fpiric, 
becaufc they thought that the reprefentatire goveictncnt was 
inore p€rf«<Sl in a republic, I wttiM cndeaDT>Kr to amend the 
reprefetttation of the Cominofis, and to prove that the Honfe of 
CommonS) though not chofen by all, fhoutd have no other 
intcrcft than to prove iilclf the tcprefentative of all. If there 
were men diiTatiofied in Scotland or Ireland, or e}lew2^re, on 
account of difabiUtics and exemptioos, of unjuft prejudices, 
and of cruel redridtions ; I would repeal the penal ftatutes, 
which are a difgrace to our law book. If there were other 
complaints of grievance, I would rcdrefs them where they 
were really proved ; but above all,. I would canflantly, cheer- 
fully, patiently, listen. I would, make it known that if 
any man felt, or#thought be felt a grievance, he might come 
freely to the bar of this HouTe, and bring his pxodGi. Ao<i 
it fliould be made manifeft to all the world, that where they 
did exift, they fliould be redrefled ; where th^y did not, that 
it lliould be made manifef^. If I were to liTue a proclamati- 
on, this iliould be my proclamation : ** IS any man hs(s a 
grievance, let him bring it to the bar of the Commons Hoofe 
of Parliament, with the firm perfuaGen of having it honeftif 
inveUigAted.** Thefe are the fubiidie^ that I wotrld grant to 
Government. What, inflead of this, is done? Snppre&the 
complaint — check the circulation of knowIedge—eommaDd 
that nu man (Itall read ; or that as- no man under leel. a year 
can kill a partridge, that no man under %Q or 3Qi» a yeaf ftait 
dare to read or to ihink. 
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* Tbe EogUih CoioDies in Nozth America are entitled to 
** certain rights, by the immutabje Jaws of nature, the 
** principles of the Britifh Conftitutioo, and the fever»l 

'* CHAKtXAS or COMPACTS." 

[Declaration of American Conff^efs in 1774.] 

rEBRUARY 12. 

THE word CONSTITUTION, has a variety of fignifications. 
In a general fenfe it means the adt or manner iu which 
any thing is conftituted, or the parts of which it is compofcd. 
When applied to politics^ it fometimes exprefl'es the compo- 
nent or conftituting members of a government ; as wlicn we 
fay, that King, Lords, and Commons, are the conditution of 
Great Britain. At other times, it means certain principles, 
laid as a foundation, on which a future government may be 
built : but as it has feldom happened, that people had an 
opportunity of proceeding fo methodically, this, 'till of late, 
was a very unufuai fenfe of the word.— The iignification, 
which it has obtained in England and Ireland, is a collec- 
tion OF FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS, which wcrc carly a/Terted and 
eftabliihed by the peopk ; tio which by long- habic and ex- 
perience they have become firmly attached, and which they 
conceive to be efl*ential to the continuance of their li- 
berties. 

If England has no conftitution, there never was one in the 
iror|d tijl within thefe feventcen years ; and all the nations 
of antiquity as well as of modern times, were Haves. Whoever 
lias bei!n gulled by fuch a deceitful pcfition, may bliifli for a 
Shameful furrcnder of his underfta^ding. 

JLbt us for an inftant, look to ameaica ; the only country 
la wbicli it Icema there is a conftitutian. What is her con- 
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ftitution, dcfeiredly boaftcd. and well calculated ai it if, 
for the manners of the inhabitants ? It is a declaration in 
writing of moft of the primary principles of that very Britiili 
one, the exigence of which is qucftioned ! Thefe prineiplet 
RAVI exifted and no exift in force, after the revolitfbn of 
many ages. America has not only found, but traced them, 
in legible characters. She has given them ** a vifibleform" 
and wifely adopted them into her fyftem $ as far at it «ai 
pradHcable, from the difierence between the authority flf ft 
Frefident, and that of a King. 

Ha who fearches with candour, will be at no lofstofind 
the Britifli Conftitution in CHAaTsas; in ftatute and com- 
mon law ; in immemorial maxims ano paACTiccs; and in 
that unrivalled fyftemof paiNciPLEs, from which thefe ha?e 
ilTued. John Adams, the Vice Prcfidcnt of the United States, 
lias within thefe two years informed us, that it lies in a 
venerable body of unwritten or cuflomary laws, fandHooed 
by the accumulated experience of agc«, and by (latutet. 

We will briefly try how far this is founded. — The Con- 
Aitution, at fo early a period as the Saxons in Engtaod, 
cflabliriies our right to a government by laws, framed by 
ihofe who are to be governed; and to the trial by Jmy. It 
cdabliflies our right to very general fuffrage; for from the 
reign of Alfred in 871, to the 7th of Henry IV [Note ij and 



NOTES asrEaaED to above. 

(I.) 7th Hen. IV. ena^s, that *' All thofe that there be 
prefent, as vicW fureties duly fummoned for this caufe, ai 
'^ others, (hall attend to the eletflion of ibeir Knights for the 
'* Parliament ; and then, in full county, fhaU proceed to 
'* eledtion freely zad ittdifereittly, notwithftanding any rcqocft 
or commandment to the contrary.' 



•t 



•< 
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I am far from adducing this ipflance of an early flatiae, r^ 
fpedtinguniverfal fufFrage in counties, as an argument for io 
adoption in the prefent alteiwd circumftances of foclety. It 
U one of thofe points, on which the beft friends o| refetfft 
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from thence to «t}i Henry VF. in 1429, [Note a.] every free 
male iiiliaLitiiuc was, or might be, ao clc<ftor. During Henry*s 



may hold dilEmilar opinions; and on which nothing'^ihould 
U'tnpt U8 to fp^Ht. Certainly, general liberty may be well 
maintained, without the commuaication of franchife to pau* 
pcrs, vagabonds, and the lowcft order of the ftate. It can 
never be denietl that the llri<5l line of theoretical right g«es 
the full length, but we are obliged to defert that, when wc 
exclude every male that happens to he a iingle hour fliort of 
twenty- one years of age ; as well as thoft who ceafe to be 
mio#rs, between the termination of one elcdlien and the 
commencement of another. If we muft thus, in order to 
produce the greateft good, exclude a monftrous proportion of 
all the male inhabitants of a country^ on the fcere of mental 
incapacity during non-age ; on the fame principle, perfom 
dependant on others, through poverty or fervitude, are as ill 
qualified to perform th^dmy of free agents as the youth of 
eighteen, nineteen, or twenty. And we need not be inform- 
ed that thefe periods are the mofl favourable to virtuous en- 
thufiarm, as well as lead liable to fclfifh paffions. Befide thefe 
<arguments, it may be alleged that commerce, that great 
fpring of political independence, as well as the fixed intereft 
in LAND, Hiould be protedled by parliamentary reprefentati- 
00. I fliall add another conlideration, which has engaged the 
attention of writers on this fub;e(^. Our government being 
a mixed one, its democracy might by fuch an unjimited ac- 
ceffion of power, become more than paramount to the other 
branches, 2nd eventually' accompJiHi their ruin ; At the fame 
time that it might, as it appears it did in old times, be attend^ 
cd with tumult and confufion at the hiidings. It is fufficient 
for my argument, to have thus revived a cooftitutiooal fa«a, 
tending to d^monftrate that without difturbing ancient foun- 
dation), the bafe of eledbton may be as ividejy extended at 
the bed intereds of liberty can podibly require. 

(a.) The preamble of the aa, 8th Henry VI. limiting 
derive franchise to 401. freeholders, runs thus c 

Dd 
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iniiiority (when he was crowned King of France at Paris] i 
law was ena^ked confining eledtive fntncbize to periau 
pofTeffed of a freehold worth 40t. per annum. 

It cfbibliflieB oar right to very frequent dedb'ons of ParbV 
ttient i for they were htld twice in every year down to r40a 
The good old cuftoin of frequent Parliaments, was declared by 
ftatute 4. £d. III. which exprefsly Cays, that they ** ihall be 
hdden once every year and more^ften if need be." And by 
Smtnte 36 df fame reign 5 which declares that they ** iball be 
botdeneveqr year." 

HcRK theny— our right, even by the written law of the 
land, and by ftill more ancient ufage, to a very extended elec- 
tive franchize, and to very frequent Parliaments, is fully 
proved. They are as noble foundations of a rcprefentative 
government, as any which modern times can boaft of. 

KIagna cbarta. In 1 115, we find fome of its parts ia 
the great Charter of King John ; w'hich was only a ratifica*' 



** Whereas the eledtions of knights of fhires, to come to 
'* the Parliament of our Lord the King, in many coonties nf 
** the realm of England, have now of late been made by 
" very great outrages, and etctffive numbers of people, 
** dwelling within the fame counties of the realm of Englaad, 
** of the w'hich mod pait was of people of fhiall fubftance, 
'" and of no valufc, whereof every of them pretended a voice 
^ equivalent, as to fuch ele<f):ors to be made, with the mok 
** worthy lights and £fquires dwelling within the fame 
■** counties ; whereby mai^ilaughter, riots, butteries, and di- 
*' viiions, among the gentlemen and other people of the fane 
•* counties, (hall very likely rife and be, unlefs convcnicflt 
"** and due remedy be provided in this behalf. Our l.ord the 
*« King, &c. &c." 



A SECOND 3i6t pafled, Toth Henry VI. requiring that the 
freehold (to die its own words) fliobld " lie ^ith^ the fame 
** county whtffe any foch chooferswHl meddle of xnyfw^ 
« clcdtions." 



( ao3 ) 

tion of principle! in adlual operation feveral centuries before 
that zra. This charter} in order to prevent arbitrary im- 
priibnmcnt, eftablifhes the principle, that the meaneft fub- 
je6k can only be brought to trial, when lawful evidence is 
given againfl him. [mao. cb. Article 47]. That his tna( 
mud be by jury [Art, 48.] It aboliflics "exccflive fines," 
aud alfo pledges the Crown not to ** fell, deny, or defer right 

and jufticc" to any man. It alfo requires that the Prelates, 
Earls and great Barons, fhall be fummoned to the great Council 
(afterwards called the Parliament) each by a particular writ : 
and the lefler Barons, by a general fummons of the Sheriff, 
This charter was deemed fo valuable a portion of the confti- 
tDtion, that our anceftors took care to have it confirmed 
thirty times ; that important part of it which fecures perfonal 
liberty has been corroborated by fix different Oatutes ; and all 
its efiential articles were granted to Ireland, in like manner, 
by Henry III. 

Even in the few articles which T have now £ele<5led, we 
trace valuable traits of 4 conQitution. 

We find it alfo in the petition op rights, in the reign of 
Charles I. which renewed and extended the great char- 
ter. Among other matters, it prevents the Crown from oblig- 
ing the people to grant loans independently of Parliament ; 
it prevents imprifonment without previous caufe {hewn ; it 
prevents condemnation to death by Crown Commiffioners, 
without trial by the laws and ftatutes of the realm. So far 
aithis law went, it redored certain parts of the conftitution 
which had been infringed by the monarch. 

We find it in thie habeas corpus act of Charles 11. which 
obliges a jailor to produce in court the body of his prifoner, 
and (hew caufe for his dctainder.— -By it no man can be re- 
committed for the fame offence ; which laft (Hume fays) was 
a provifion for liberty, that had not place m any other go- 
vernment; and thofe which fince that xra have enjoyed it, 
borrowed it from that conftitution which we are now ex- 
ploring in fome of its principal parts* 

We find it in the bill op rights, which informs us among 
other matters that neither laws, nor the execution of them, 
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can be rufpcnded hj regal, authority.— The Star-Chamber, If 
by it illegal— levying money for, or to the ufc of the Crown, 
without grant of Parliament, if iHcgal— right of the fubjed ta 
petition the ICing, declared law ; and all commiiments pr pro* 
fecutiofls for cxefcifing that right, contrary to it. Aftfindin* 
army in peace, without confent of Parliament , illegal. Right of 
Protedant fubjedls to carry arms, aifcrted. EietStion of Mem- 
bers of Parliament ought to be free. Freedom of fpcecii 
and debate in Parliament, not impeavhahle ; nor to be 
queftioned in any court or place out of the fame. ExceiUve 
bail not to be required ; nor exccffive fines impofed ; nor 
cruel, nor unufual poniihrnents inflidled. Jurors to be duly 
impanneiled (not packed) ; and Juries on charges of high 
treafon, to confift of freeholders: And for " rcdrefs of all 
grievances, Parliaments to be held frequently.* 



Mr 



The great Whig Commoner, vtm. pitt, (not indeed the 
prefent gentleman of that name,) mentions one of the prin- 
ciples of our conflitution, in the foliowmg admirable maa- 
ner.— ** It is a maxim of our law, that every Englifliman's 
" houfe is hi» caftje. Not that it is furrounded with walU 
** and battlements : it may be a ftraw-built flicd. Every 
*• wind of Heaven, may whiftic round it ; — all the elements 
*' of nature, may enter in ; — but the King cannot ; the King 
•* dare not.*^' — Rcfpecfling magna CHitRTA, it is a rule tli?t 
infringements of that charter fliocvrd not have the force of 
law. Among other principles, are thefe ; that jurors fliould 
be of the vicinage and not compofed of men living at a 
didance. That the duties of the King, to his people, and the 
allegiance of the people to their King, are reciprocal— 
That the people may resist a Monarch, who en- 
endeavours to fubvert the religion, laws, and liberties of hit 
fubje<St8 ; and that although ** to declare war, is the preroga- 
tive of the King ; to grant or withhold the means of carrying 
iron, is t<he privilege of the people, through their rcprelenta- 



tivc». 



I HAVE attempted to enumerate fome, among thoufands, 
of the WRIT! EN proofs of the exiftencc of a conflitution ; and 
of our right to the enjoyment of one, on certain known and 
fixed prixsciplea. But even charters and conflitutional 
flatutcs, are only teflimonies of immemorial rights and 
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PRivitEGxt ; and whatever iDfriDgcs on them ihould be 
nugatory and void. Countries long deprived of fuch bleiBngs^ 
that cannot plead the argument drawn from prefcription, 
liaturatly fly to parchment declarations, as means of arreding 
them in their flight. But the claims of Britons and Irifli- 
men, are not only founded on the nature of man, but have 
been prefcrvedby a living andatSlivc principle, which neither 
the revolution of time, nor the encroachments of regal 
power, have been able to obliterate from their memories, 
nor cxtinguifh in their breads. 

The feveral rights mentioned in this paper, have been oc- . 
caiionally circumfcribcd ; but none of them have been exo 
tinguiflied. The encroachments on the Cunfliturion have 
proceeded, at one time, from the dcfpotic influence of the 
Monarch, as in the jreign of James II.— at another, from the 
tyrannical or avaricious temper of the people themfcives.— 
An inflance of the laft kind, we had in the American war. 
The Englifh, by aiming at unreafonable power, and iniqbi- 
tons revenue, involved thcmfelvcs in an immcnfe debt ; and 
in order to pay the fntefcft of it, thry have been 
obliged to give up a fliare of their liberty, by i'ubmitting to 
Excife laws, (which render an EnglifliTran's Jioufe no longer 
his caftle) and to other unconflitutional atSts ; juft as an ex- 
travagant individual feels his freedom abi idijcd by his im- 
prudence. Thefe violations of the Comlitution, it has gene- 
rally been the care, and is always the duty of the pe«ple to 
watch with a jealous eye. It is of fuch abufes that all 
true patriots complain, and feek redrefs. To the removal 
of them, they ftudy to direct the attention of tUe people ; 
knowing from reafon, hiftory, and daily experience, that 
when thus purified, the Britifli Condiiution would anfwcf 
the purpofes of good government better, not only than any 
other that has ever been tried, but than any that has ev«r 
been imagined. This is the unanimous fentiment of the pa- 
triotic Irilhmen, who, on former trying occafious were iigna- 
Hzcd by their abilities and their virtues. The people have 
every reafon to rely upon the wifdom and the patriotifm of 
fuch men, and no reafon to fulpedt them of dcfcrtion. But 
there are men, whom the people lliould try before they 
TRUST.— They (liould place their confidence in the patriots 
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wham I have d«fcribed, rather than la thoie pcrfoof.^SiQOl 
I am going to mention. There are perfons who endeavour, 
io their fpeeches and a<5lion$, to drive things by precipitate 
and preowture violence, to a greater extremity than any oae 
ihooght of before them ; who feent to pay Httle regard- to 
^ace and good order ; but fpeak familiarly of bloodihed and 
dcvadation ; who laugh at a government that has ftood the 
teil of ages,andfecuredtbe dome(lic comfoFt»thc intemalqniet, 
and the peribnaL liberty of the people^ aa well as ex- 
tended the power and fupported the dignity of the country 
abroad, hettcr than any other that has ever been heard of. 
Thcfe n^n trufting to, and infulting your ignorance, throw 
out certain crude and fantadical ideas, wlikh, iaflead of be- 
ing judiiied by experience, are nothing more than guefs-woik 
and coDJedture. Among thefe, is that abfwd notion, and 
notable difcovery, that the £agli(h have so Cfonftitutioo.— 
-Now we know, that till lately, the Englifh were the osiy 
people that knew what a Conftitution meant ; that in a 90- 
♦ litical fenfe even the very word was peculiar to their lift- 
guage, and borrowed from it, by thofe who lately bad ao 
fuch term, becaufe they had no fuch idea !-*that "prnt 
therefore knew heft what it meant ; and if others wilhed tQ< 
exprefs a different meaning, they fliould have invented i 
diflFerent word. Such men as thefe are no more worthy of 
your confidence, than braggadocioa» bullies^ or impostox^ 
of any other cUfs. 

Regulate the practice ofoor government by its prin- 
cirLEs ; give us Parliaments prx<^oemtly chosen, and 
REALITY returned by (bt ^reat body of the people, andwc 
fhatl enjoy all that the wife and good have looked for, or that 
can ever be found, in free govfrnment. 



ADDITIONAL NOTES. 

Sir John Thorn pfoa, afterwards JLord Haverfham, in hV 
memoirs of the Earl ol Anglefea, informs us, that, ** from 
" the ift of Edward III, (i3a7>to the 14th Henry IV. (1411) 
" in the fpace of 85 years, there are extant 7a original writs 
*^ Cor the fummon& of Paxliament ; fo- that allowing 40 dajt 
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** from the teftt to the returns of the writs, and hut one 
^ month for the fittings ef Parliament, there will not be a 
** year's interval between the diflblution of one Parliament 
** and the fummons of another/* And there are now two 
laws in force for the anrmal meeting of the King^s Parliament, 
Ti2. 4tfa and 36th of £dwar4 UL 

The early attention of Parliament to prevent the fatal 
eSciSts of corrupt influence on its members, has been feldom 
noticed. It appears demonftrativeiy to have been the fenfe 
of Parliament in thefe days, that thoie who had a vote in 
granting a tax (hould have no concern in the colledlion of 
it; of courfe a F/ace JBill is not a novelty in the Conftitution. 
In Edward til: it was particularly provided, that " no Knights 
** of Shires, Citieens, or Burgeiles, returned to Parliament, 
" ^loiild be ooUetftors for the taxes or fubfidies granted to 
^*the£in|;/* And when a cdtpitation tax was granted, 4th 
-Richard II. (1380) it was a^fo «na(^ed, that *< no Knight, 
**' CitieeayOr Burgefs, of this Parliament, fliould be colle<Slor 
of this money ; but that the King fliould appoint fuch as 
(hould equally levy it, according to the meaning of the 
^ Sraj^t, throughout the Kingdom.*' 

The fof towing fpirited reply was given by the Parliament 
to a declaration of Richard II. twelve years before the depo- 
£tlQa of that Kii\g J viz. 1387. 

" We have an ancient Conftitution ; and it was not many 
** ages fiace experimented, (it grieves us that we mud mention 
^ it) that if the King, through any evil council, or weak ob- 
'* ftinacy, or contempt of his people, or out of a perverfe or 
** froward wilfulnefs, or by any other irregular courfes, fliall 
** alienate himfelf from his people, and r^fufe to govern by fbe 
'* la-ws and ftatutti of the realms according Ui the laudable or< 
^ dinances, and their faithful advice; but will throw himfcIf 
'* headlong into wild defigns, and Aubbornly exercliie his own 
" lingular arbitrary will ; that, from that time, it fliall be 
" lawful for his pec^ple, by their £ull and free adent and con- 
'* iient, io dep^e that King from, his throne, and in his ftead 
** to eftabMifomc other of the royal race upon the iamc** 
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rnouGHTs 

ON THE BRirJSH CONSTirUriON. 

No. VIII. 



JANUARY IJ. 

•• The Hiftory of Greece, by dcfcribing the incurable cvilt 
•• inherent in every form of republican policy, evince* 
^ the incAimabie benc£tt refulciog to liberty itfelf, from 
** the lawful dominion of hereditary Kings, and the ftcady 
**" operation of well regulated Monarchy." 

GILLIES* HIST. 6RECCK. 



AT this period of unaccountable revolution in govern- 
ment and fentiment, every mind capable of reflection muft 
be more or Icfs occupied in conje<fiural anticipation of the 
. event. Humanity revolts at the idea of civil commotion, 
and fondly embraces every plan, however chimerical, for the 
extiniElion of aaimodty and an union of intcrcfts. It is vain, 
at this enlightened sera, to attempt the convi<5lfon of nua- 
kind by aflertions devoid of argument, but fupportcd by 

power. 

» 

A SPIRIT of enquiry pervades all ranks; it cannot befup- 
prcfled. It is now received as an incontrovertible poiition, 
that every office in a State fliould be inftituted not for the ag- 
grandizement of individuals, but for fuhlU utility. By thii 
tcft every inftitution is fcrutinized. We afk, if one was 
dcHgncd in wildom ; another adminiftered with integrity; 
a third attended with the advantages propofcd ? 

This mode of invcfligation is equally tranquil and rational* 
AbuUve eilablifliments mud fink under the weight of public 
apinion, obtained by cool enquiry, and confirmed by reafon. 

I REi^D with concern the inflammatory pubfieationi of wild 
reformers. They are incapable of appreciating our Confti- 
tution. The eflsibliihment of a Ilepublic in a neighbouring 
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n^\m, front fvhfeh i^e h^t ifftttehatttfwtd ^timencr and 
mantlettfi may fedtfci^ tof imit^fon efte ifri rcHcsfthig- oimy, aM^ 
aflford a pkuiibie pretext for the malignant aiStivity of the 
crffaflfedecf few ; fciff tti ttc C6n*ttiT{fcA', hxd Mdtiy'it it> Ad- 
miniicration. 

It H afrttoft needkffr to difffffy tM beauty aM wifddin «f 
our Conflitution. The advantages of republica*n, ariftoeractf^ 
cai, and monarch icai governments are happily blended, and 
mirtf o^ flrclr dtfeay eitfluditf. We' ^dr'dii 6/ fhtf pUto^theL 
jnirf etegauV jDi^n^i flVoaWP bie eiAibfe*6h<M m littcrg' of gblrf 
at fhis ^riod— "^ 1 4ian nft)tc^ vHA^ iMh^ tficlift^i^al fpirfif 
«* iAd hit<rKr'rty, A'att tftc fotiffd j'idgtmjne of ^ maA; ^li(r 
«* pVefcri i rfepirblrcaii ftVtA' 61 ^'6v^A>AmCTft, ?n thffi, 6l^ fl»^ 
«^ dVtt'ci* ^th'pire of ^qiial citciit, i^ H rfottafdiy' fti ^A^Jktffie^ 
«*^ 4ftd Itrnhfed'' ^^ <rtfrrf. i iht cotiviiitfiid', tft^f Acifli/*!*' iarft 
« in theory, the wifcft fyft^m" of gov'ci^iitWftii, libf pva^ftfti^tf 
" in thitf coui^try. Yet, though I hope the Englifh Confti- 
** tutf on will for ever prcferve its original monaccnial form, 
" I would have' the manners o/ the people purely* and ftriifiji^ 
" republican. I do not m^an tRe ficcntlous fpirit of anarcliy 
" and* riot— I mean a' generar atfacfiment <o the comriion- 
" weal, diftin<ft from any partial attachment to pcrfoiis or 
" fam^i^s I an implicit fubmilTion to the l^ws only, and^an 
" affdAion to rhc magidrate,^ proportioned x.a tke integrity 
** wk^ wifdom with which he diftribiite^ juftice to hia j^e^ 
" pie ana adminilbrs their aflhin/^ 

I^' proportion to my ittacfiiKent t» the conftitutioh, \t 
my indignation at its protfi'ga'te ab'ufc. Tlial (iatc m'uft be 
Oft the brink of diflolution, when its ^fcrvants deride pubfic 
opinion, and require no otlier fan«Aion for tlieir mcafurci 
than rtieir own venal' approbation. Amongft whom, every 
fentiment of hononr and idea of redtnud'e. arc facrificed to 
priv>te intereflr; and who mingle in the ufual intercourfea 
of life, without bludiing for their dcpravit^, cr feeling eiii- 
barraflcdin the prcfcncc of unfullicd virtue. Popular con-. 
tmX irtnft b6 pwdy iwminal where the cxectttrve pow'er 
cm <»6rt*ttitfid a rtij^my for thk en«ak»' of la«w»i--TI»i» 
xafl^srity obanaed,! nofr by viewt d^ j^Wc ndvast^dy a« 

£e 



guidodUy conftitukional priociplct, have made a (ii(hoaofif* 
able forreader of their judgment for perfo&ai emohimeac. 

If this declamation and an empty parade of words I Lei 
every honed unprejudiced mind refledb. A celebrated hifto- 
rian hat faid '* the principles of a free conftitution are irre* 
^▼erably loft, when the legiflative power it appointed by 
the executive." 

CoaauPTioM in a free conftitution, muft be always gradual 
. and imperceptible. The public mind, accuftomed to freedom, 
would repel with indignation every palpable encroachment 
on their unqueftionable rights.-^But when opprefl*ed beneath 
the weight of accumulated corruption, it loles its native ener- 
gy, and the confcioua dignity of independence. Even when 
the people abandon the fpirit of the cohftitution, they Aitt 
retain a partial attachment to its forms. 

The moft detefted mf the Roman Emperors, difguifed their 
enormities by the formalities of juflice. They dignified the 
fenate, to render it an accomplice ; and when it had ferved 
as the inftrument, it became the vidHm, of their infatiate auk* 
bition. 

Whkn the body of the people are fo far degenerated as to 
be amufed with forms ; when their opinion is difregardcd and 
their wifhes ungratified by the legiflative department ; what 
muft be the confequeoce ? I do not wiCh to anticipate evils by 
reflection. T think and hope they will be obviated by a 
TIMEL7 REFORM. One of the raoft ardent wiflies of my 
heart, is, that our conftitution may be reftored to its original 
purity, without inteftine convulfion. Government ihould 
remember there is a certain point of depteffion, from which a 
retrograde motion commences. The people ihould be in* 
ftrudtcd, that there are conflitutional means of redrefs; and 
that when the public mind is fully declared, it must be 
obeyed. 

1 HAVE often beeii amaxed at the various and oppofite 
opinions of men in private life, concerning the adminiftratioB 
of govemmenty who could have no pctlbnai intereft in per* 



( »" ) 

petuatiog abufe. One defcriptioa is ftyled moosratk, whofe 
true motive is felf-eafe ;— they think liberty will laft their 
life, and leave poriericy to {hift for themfelvcs. Another or- 
"der is denominated levellers : I belieVe their zeal for refor- 
mation proceeds from milinformation. The greater part of 
mankind have not time to confult the annals of their ancef- 
fton,, to trace the gradual introdudlion of corruption, to 
^mpare different periods of the fame fociety, and to deduce 
condufians of their refpcdtive felicity. Tacitus and Pliny 
-were converfant with the productions and cbara^rs of Ci- 
cero and Cato, and imbibed their zeal. 
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rCBRVART 15, 

** It often comes to pafs, that in governments, where part of 
the legiflative coniifls of reprefentativcs, chofen by the 
people, that in tradl of time this reprefentation becomes 
very unequal, and difproportionate to the reafons it was 
** firft eflablifhed upon. Tq what groG abfurdities the fol- 
*' lowing'of cuftom, when reafon has left it, may lead, we 
** may be [atisfied, when we fee the bare name of a town, 
** of which there remain not fo much as the ruins j where 
** fcarce fo much houiing as a fheep-cote, or more inhabi- 
** tants than a (hepherd, is to be found, fend as many re- 
** prefentatives to the grand aflembly of law*makers, as a 
** whole county, numerous in people, and powerful ia 
*« riches." 

LOCKE. 



THE Author of thefe Thoughts cannot render more 
efi*ential fervice to his country, than by preparing a brief ab- 
firadk of thefeveral principles of a rbforhed rbpresenta' 
TioN, rcooramended by the bigheA authorities^ and fome of 
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tkm «Q 44his] 9i><ti<f in Ajqiu Jen. Tfcr johA^imi of libn 
4^ pipppl^ were cvpr l>lei{i:d wj^i^, f ii4 fv^H ^^cqi^aiiued wkh 

giy< i^B a ii^odel fpr impry>Yii)g tbp r jeprrfjEnf fiiyp p*r( ol i|, 
Tbif nvntjbpr is jd(p4jpated to Mr G»47TAif , |ii)4 thoijc jificirr 
ties ^t prfcffBt o^^vP)l^4 IW ^»g«ftJng pUijf» pf rc^qrin. )f H 
A#lU<irf|i(b l» ^gle yal4i^ble hint, by brifigiiig y^^PF i^p 
ffC ?gP9irc4l VVF of «hc fevfTiil fc^pptcf pfO][y>fefi foe rra»: 
^Itiog ihc Tbifd 9x«|icl» of oiur |^giiU(iir«» 4}|^ A»ih»i »iU 
deem hii trouble amply rewarded. 



BARL OF CHATHAM. 

Amputation of depopulated boroughs, and an enereaft 
of county mpml^erf* ^pf^kin^ of the. knights of fliires, 
«* Would to God, (he fuid) that refpedtablc reprcfeotatinii 
** were augmented to a greater number, in order ta iofufe 
'* frefli health and vigour jnto f^e found part of our repie- 
** fentation." In a vein of prophecy refpe<5ling boroughs^ he 
called thcfi>, *' ihf rotten part of the conftitution. Itcaooot 
** lafl the century. If it do not drop oS^ it n\uft be amMatjff 

BUKB or RICHMOND. 

An apco\int qf the wholp nymbf r of males of age in the 
Iqpngdoni (paupers ipcluded) is to be taken and divided by 
the number of members to be fent. which will find the quota 
of eled^ors, to chufe one member. From the befl accounts, 
It iifould be lE^ Endand about two thoufand fi^ httodr(4. 
Tbefe arc to be formed into diftri<SU or boroughs fron^ the 
moft contiguous pariflies, s^nd by having all th^ elediqnt 
proughout the kingdom ia one and the fame day, apd tai^co 
ia each partfl^ all fear of riots and tumults vanifhes. 

Compensation made for disfranchized boroughs, as a 
Blatter of expediency, not of right. 

T^% prefcat Aumt^er q( i^c^ben^ io the ^o.uTe ol Com- 
mons;p^ef9rY/?(i. 

FA«iriA¥^¥T4 annual. 

Uno«<;i9Ro r^fpc^iog CatMici voting ia kckftd. 

Barlot not advil'able. 



AiOLino!! of decayed boroughs. 

# 

Compensation to the proprietors of enflaved boroughs, 
as a matter of expodiency. He fays, ** The necefllity o[ abo- 
** filhiq^ fuch boroughs is very apparent. There canuot be 
** worfe nuifances in' a date.*' 

Tbc right of voting extended to all that have property, to 
|^«$ri4i>Q ¥^k^i fvcry coupty ^j^i^fd into (\x djftridis, efch 
of which to chufe one reprefcntative, leaving the remaining 
rcprefeniativcs to be choTen by the largeft towns and bo* 

lEOIlgfcs. 

Roman Catholics of property, to vo^ in common with 
Froteftants. 

AffsvAL Parliaments. 

iLBQiiTioN of decayed boroughs. Compei)fation to every 
-^rfon immediately aiFe<5ted by it ; and permilHon to the dif- 
franchifcd elcdors to vote in the counties in lieu of their 
boroughs. 

Right of voting extended to all perfons paying taxes in 
the counties, cities, and boroughs, Roman Catholics in* 
eluded ; and to all leafchold^^ (pf liff, or for a term exceed- 

'BJ 3P ye^rS' *^« y^'iy ^?!m*: P^ whofe eft<Ues ihall be at 
kaft 40 (hillings. ' 

Ttf E number of members diminifhed by the disfranchife* 
ment of boroughs, to be thrown into the counties, the capi- 
tal, and confidfTiihie unreprefrnted tflwps. 

.Annual Parlianients preferable even tp triennial. 

POGTOR >IBB. 

Universal fafFr^^^. 

The country divided into diftridls, each diflridt returning 
one member. 
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Or if tbe former camiot be iuid, diafirauiebifeaieiit of fem^ 
of the boroughs, ajid compeolatioa. Right of clcdioii tranf- 
ferred to townihipt or djftri<5b« 

Catbolics to vote. 
Annual Parliaments. 

Thk conftituent body, not the legiflativCy to form the plaa 
of reform. 

LORD arriNOBAM. 

Counties and cities to remain Juft as thej are at prefeat« 

Counties to be divided into four or more claflls, accor* 
ding to their importance in the national fcale, confideriog 
their population, agriculture, andmanufa^res. 

Each to return from four to ten or twelve! burgefTcif 
making in the whole the fame number of members as at pre- 
fent. 

Evert man paying fcot and lot, to have a vote for burgcffes. 

The poll to ^e taken on a certain day in every pariih, b^ 
fore tbe parifli oflicers and principal inhabitanni. 

Compensation for disfranchifcd boroughs* 
Ballot not advifeable. . 
Triennial Parliaments. 

MAJOR CARTirOHT. 

Universal fuffrage. EledUon by ballot. Annual Faiilia* 
ments. 



BEADS or A PLAN, 

Prefented to the Dungannon Meeting of 1^3, by tke Ulftr 
Committee of Correjpondence, and by them referred to the 
National Convention. 

Decayed boroughs disfranchized; and the diminutioo of 
members thereby occafioned, thrown into coniiderable 
towns, not at prefent reprefented ; and into tbe county, city, 
and great town rcprcfentation. 
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CoM»sN«ATfOH to the pAtronf of disfranchized boroughs, 
and for thofe boroughs which having had the derive fran- 
chixe vefled in a few, become free cities or boroughs. 

QuALiriCATioM ia counties ;— Every resident Proteftant 
male (ideocs, criminals, &c. excepted) poflelTed of a free- 
hold of 40 (hillings, or any kind of property to the valueof 
AOl. over bis legal debts. 

In cities and towns, like* qualification ^-^alfo a pcrfon 
having a living in a houfe for which he pays jl. per annum or ^ 
upwards. 

MtNiAL fervan^ excluded as voters, in coynty, city, or 
town, unJefs they be houfeholders paying taxes. 

VoTtR fwears to his qualification, and that he will vote 
for the candidate he believes mod likely to fupport the liber- 
ties of the people in Parliament. Alfo to take the oath 
againft bribery. Votes once taken, to (land unimpeachable ;' 
heavy penalty againft a voter faliely fwearing, and lofs of 
hif^franchixe. 

Mbmbcrs in Parliament (befides the prefent oaths in ufe) 
to fwcar that neither they, nor any perfon for them, with 
their knowledge, bribed any ele<^r to vote for them. 

« 

Annual Parliaments, 
£LSCTXOi« by ballot. 

# 

. £xteniion of fu^rage to fuch defcription of Roman Catho- 
lics as the National Convention Ihould deem proper for that 
ixuit 

All eledlions held on the fame day, in the difFerent baib- 
aiie^, half-baronies, or pariflies ; fo as to finiih in one or a 
very few days. ^ 

Total exclufion of placemen and pen&oners : fix public 
oncers allowed to fit in the Houfe, without voting; at the 
BominatioD of the I«ord LieutcnaBt. 



( »»^ ) 

^Idu 9f IM MTf^w/ CM>e»th» tf roltakttr BtlegMtH ijfitt^kd^ 

Dbcat«0 botmgKs id bw ^fiwi4, bf th« idMlfffl6« K^ 
fuiFrage of a barony or baronies, pari(h or pariihes, as the 
cafe maj require.-— [See bote.} 

to returned members) (hall be coniid«##4 d^tafe^^ ttMeddC# 
not now contain a number of cledlors, over and above pnt- 
wallopers, not fefs than i66t in t/iftif, icR5 m Munjfer and 
Conriaught, and 7b }tf LUnfieif. At zdf tfnte heraiici^ #1^ett 
fuch cities, &c. ice. (hall fo far fall into decaj as ndt (6*/it6M 
nJQi that number of ekdtors, they fhallceafe to return mcHi- 
bers untifthe due nurhber befuppliecf. 

— — ^Mll III III II ■ I— ——I— —■<>—■—— ^1—»»^aa———^,^^, 

It i» obferrable that the above mode of opening the bo^ 
rotfg^ wa» rtfeomroeAded by Mr. Flnpd, and formed on « 
prc9edcnt wiibii» the ppefent reignyof Ssokkham in £nglaa^> 
In 2d George III. (i762.}that borough (in coafequence oi^ t}g0 
great corruption introduced by '* the chriftian club**) wa« 
tivtovrW open W i^' ibM/- A!itl$ift{f frl«h<$l4^«fv ii' >t#0 ai^nlbg 
Htf^ of BrimlMr ; i^frtir^lVf f,^KIb tiMCArs #«r&tfdiitd ; att^lbv 
borough dfeniVMltii'X^i #a* tfptfaed (Mfyt#)i«i^fi«ttil#']Uf|ii 
ner and for like reafons. 

A LATB valuable publication, the WliStMf 4§ Bamof/km, 
makes the following remark on thefe two caft^s. " The prac* 
" tical experiment that' li^s l^eeri rriddaC Ai'dViihith ^ii\l'6ffck- 
•Tade, of* the advaiitagcif w'hiclif ^btllrf AtWd* Jf >4rtJ«r 
** mcntary Reform, or even a dmilar disfrancbifement of cH^ 
** corrupt and decayed borowghsv i» a .conpkte rofulatioa of 
'* every objection that has been urged againfVthat iii>port'aiit 
'* meafure, as thcfe boroughs have lidce been represented Sy* 
'* independent country gentlemen, and every e1e(£kiOA h^' 
**' ficioe beeiv oonda^ecbiiHth oonllitiiftiolMl dfcttomai.*' 

Mr. ^onsonbt's bill of reform-, introduced into the fei(& 
Houfe of Commons, in the Seilion of r793, and to l>e di(^ 
cufl'ed in the following Seffion, adopts the principle of the 
Shorcham reform, which the National Convention of the 
Yolunteep of Ireland UkewiTe did, ten years before. 



. ( *«7, ); 

In cities, towns, boropghs, or mai^ors, «e/ detayei, (which 
hath hitherto returned meniberlij every Proteflant, who 
pofleifes f freehold intercft, ycju-ly. yalue of loL originally 
fet for 31 years or upwards, and 15 years unexpired at the 

time, to be a voter in fuch city, &c. &c. not decayed. 

■ 

In cities, tuwn^, boroughs, or. manors, (deemed by this 
pl^n decayed) whi^h hath hitherto returned members ; eyery 
Proteftant who pofTeiTes a lealehold, yearly value 5I. origi* 
zuiliy fet Am* 31 years or upwards, and 15 years unexpired at 
the time, to be a voter in fuch city, ^, decayed. 

In all cities, towjns, boroughs, or manors, forty ihillinf^ 
freeholders and upwards, to have votds in fuch cities, &c. 

* • ' 

' NdN-REsiDEiiT ele&or» in any county, city, town, bo- 
rough, or manor, not to be permitted to vote therein, unlefs 
their right arifes from- freehold or leafefaold property of sdl. 
per annum. 

■ l» conntie«» bcfides their prefent ele<5^orB, perfons poCefs* 
ing lealehold intcrefts U>t years, erigiDally fet ior 6f years or 
upwards, of ,iol. yearly value, and ap years unexpired, to 

be voters in counties. 

Triknnial Parliaments. 

Placbmbn vacate their ffcats, but f^pable of re-ele^SUon* 

Pensioners for life, or ai yeart and upwards, vacate 
their feata, but capable of re-ele<5tion. No other penilonert 
capable of being returned. 

Polls takea for counties, by deputies, in each barony. .^ ; 
Elections, viva voce. - ' ' 

Abrogation of all corporation bye laws, hithertQ ma4et 

or to be made, contra<5bin£ the franchize of eIe<5tors. 

■ .. . • • • '. 

An oath taken by members, againft the purchafeof irofes, 
alfo againd accepting a peufion, during his holding, a feat 
in Parliament, and that he has not accepted one fince the 
t^ of the writ. A member convidted of perjury refpedKog 
chit oath, by a jury, to be for e«er 4ii(}uaU£led for fictiog. 
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TJBOUGim 

\ • • 

tmmmtmmmmm 

nUMLOAftV fti' 

CtfMttMVtirtitiAof tiMibrend Phnt propoft^- «t dHfatiit 

tiMtt^ for A KDMM^ XV TSt. EMPRKSSITtiTZtrlr Of lIc 

people in Pailiament* 

'^It beSB|r the itweft, M veil «• iste&tiQii^ of tbe pcopfei 
** to have a fiuT and equal repcefeatatm, whoever kuigi 
^^f^kncaicft to that, it as ■n4aiAlcil fiiesd lo, a&d^db- 
«*Uiiher ol the fo^nftnuaeBt; aM mrp— t waftt <ha c iwfw l 
V ai^ aDBrabadm af the oaiaiaiiBitT. 

I.0091I. 
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pKa« of tlie irATMxa& ▲iMUfJtLr ot 9t&i«4Tef, (hi tbdir 
eitril capaeitf ) eonfiftiDf of Af« iiienthef»firoai> caeh'ceiia« 
tfi wKft aaid||t«al towoi aflcmMftiin Ihibihi, hi iTfj. 

DISFRANCHISEMENT of all ckkf,. ttHnit, hofOfl|^ 
and Bonon in Vlfttft not contaioii^^ elibAOri ; itlidhi the 

other tfaite pr^vhiear, nor ei»tafaiiii|^ x^o efe^lort;. 

' CovmrfAtioii fiircicxngBiAcd fraHciutei 

Thk deficienej of memben dUxohjr octafi^aefc m hf 
dirowa into the county reprefentatiOOt and hj tdMag 
dearvviraiiehiUctothebodjrit kixe^ aiid addBttg hwikfci 
to fieai eitiei and populovt towns. 

# 

lUicTiovy by fnltot. 
FaauAMKNTf not to eiceed trieiiniat 
'BtAcmuMm aadrptiliiaaeffa vaeaie their fcMfc 
RsiiBaiiea and regUby oi foten» 



All aoih ateiaifitecil fo the nwibim. a^aiiU^ hrflMry anl 
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Wbem » mtDiftfr in 1785, moved leave to hmg ia mhSU ll» 
amend the rcprcfenutiony the plan, of wbich wa» : 

TfljE dUbuusbazgmM of j6 of tji^ deoife^ or. dtcafiffK 

boroughi. 



TflsiK 7« nembcM to lie ffiftrikfutacl 10 like cOttitio^ tatd 
Ibcb chief towns and dtics as aire not at prcfent npttSmHd^ 

CauwmsATtom to be made to ptoptie t of s of Ibcb diifen* 
diieed liorooght^ hj a fuadof one mUlioa of oteoc/ fet apafi 
ifiar the {Nirpofe. That tbek acoeptanct of the terms fiiaH be 
hf Ibc volnaitary a^ of two thirdi of tbe clc^f» ; aad^not 
eofnpaUbiy ; bnt the appreciated valoe of tba borongbto be 
placed out at conipooad intereft. 

KiQBT of Tocfog in eoimtks to be ritrndcd to teopf Jioiden^ 
as wcU as freeholders. 

Ma. rox oppofed the idea of coaapenlatroii to the boldeni 
of boroogbs, fo disfrancbixed. 

Morion loft^l4? to 174. 

This plan was approrcd of by Ibo Kevd. JMEr, WfrlO» of 
Yorkihire, and difliked by the late Br. Jebb. 

Ma. rLOon propofed the Mhnmag plan in 1785 ; in the Irifi 

Bmtfi ■#/ CMamioi : 

Akmaiilatiom of all bye laws in corporations, that dimi* 
aifli or take away any portion of cleave firanebine, fifom 
ipcrfoos for whom it was originaUy latckidcd by ebarter $ to 
wbicb be iaid these was bardly a corporation in Ireland that 
bad not been fvbie^. 

£va1iT rcfident Protedaot kaiehold-honfckceper in a bo> 
roBgh or town corporate, to become a Toter. 

Socv leafebolders in borOught, and 9Xi 4onitlKRg freehold* 
crs muft be regiftcred and refident : and no freeholder to 
Vote in his courtly, if noo-refident therein, uslcis bis free- 
bold be worth xooi. per aanum. 
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Univeasai. regiftration. For counties, to be done in the 
baroDtet. 

No noo-rcfident ele^r in towns corporate or boroughs, to 
Tote in fafd tow^t corporate or boroughs* unkls pofTeiTed of 
freehold property to the amount of lool. per annum. 

County demons to be held in each barony^ and all oa 
the fame day. 

In order to reftore popukitioQ > in decayed sod contra^ed 
boroughs, commiflioners to be £ent into each eountyf city, 
town corporate and borough ; to enquire into its particuiar 
circumftances, and afcertain the proportion of perfons whofe 
votes fhould return one member. H^ guefled that the foU 
lowing was about that proportion, viz. la Leinftnt Munfitr^ 
and Contuiyght^ no borough having lefs than 70 voters, to re- 
turn more than one rcprefentattve ; and in UljUr, no borougb 
with lefs than 140 voters, to return more than one repre- 
fentative. The diminution of members occafioned thereby, 
he did not think of conlequcnce ; conceiving that it might 
reduce the number to ^40 or 250, inftcad of the prefeht 
300. When the number of voters amount to that fpecified, 
then fuch city, town corporate and borough, {hail again re- 
turn two mefnbers as formerly. 

In 1790, MR. rLooo alleged that there were Only two pof« 
fible medes of amending the rcprefentation ; by cither lay- 
ing open the boroughs, or adding to the rcprefentation of 
counties. 

In that year be moved tn the Britifii Houfe of Commons, 
that 100 members be added to the prefent number, which 
hundred to be t\e^tA hy the ttfidtnt koufckeepfn throughout 
the kingdom of Great Britain. He faid there mufl be a very 
refpedtable clafs of people in alt countrits, efpecial y in Eng- 
land, where every man in tl)e State was competent to pay 
50 {hillings annually in taxes ; and that this would be a body 
with which Peers and great Commoners would have lefs in- 
fluence than on mofl cf them. Mr. Fox dcchred this was 
the bed way of improving the rcprefentation he' had yet 
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ht^Ti^ of.'^A ^/Ir. BatlcyV plan| for opening boroaghn wAb, 
that one or more of the adjacent towns (hould vote at the 
^ledlions of members for the decayed place c as a bar againft 
jundtions of intercft for influencing the returns, and a^ainfl 
the probability of the ele(Sturs being bribed. 

A GENTLEMAN in Ireland recommended for the improve- 
neoc of borough reprefentacioh, that all perfons poffefled of 
per pet\ii ties, within the county where the Itorough or bo- 
roughi are, Ihould be allowed to vote. This would be ob- 
je^ionaWe, jis every man poflefled of fuch perpetuity fliould 
have a vote in every borough in the county, which would be 
more than he ihould have. That however may be obviated 
by forming the county into as many difbidls as there are bo^ 
roughs, and allowing only thofe poifeCed of perpetuities 
within each diftridfc, to vote for the particular borough con« 
tained therein. 



HEERESENTATION IN THE CONGEESS OF TBE 

V NIT ED STATES OF AMERICA, 

AS A/»REED TO IK 1 787. 

Constitution of Maffachufets :— Every male of twentyw 
-bue years, pofleifed of a freehold pftate of three pounds an- 
nual income, or other edate worth 6ol votes for a repre- 
fentative in fheir own alTcmbly. New-Tork : — Every male 
of age, poflcflcd of a freehold worth aol. or renting yearly a 
tenement value 4O8. votes for reprefentatives, by ballot ; and 
the qualification of a voter for a member in the fenate, is 
bU poiTefnon of a freehold of the value of lool. New* 
Jerfey : — Inhabitaqts of age, worth jol. proclamation money, 
vote for reprefcntativcs in the fenate and aflcmbly. fennfyU 
vania :— Every freeman of age, who has paid taxes twelve 
months, is a voter. Sons of freeholders to vote, tho' they 
have not paid taxes. A member incapable of fcrving in the 
Houfe of Repre£c;nt4itives more than 4 years in 7, and they 
are chofen by ballot, as are alfo its delegates to Congrefs, 
vrho are Tuperfedable at pleafure. In this (late alone there is 
not a SENATE, and the executive power is veded in a PrcH- 



^(■r ami Cdwidt. JMaiylwii! iPiinwn «f ^fr» utt f 
^wekeid U jq acret 9I Uii4y vote lortUe Honfir of |>Kiqpt«k 
j/Mv-/^ Qurdma >-^$ciiatc aod Hoiiic of CoomhoiMv ^o^^cMrv 
hj bBllaC;frc«0ic»pf a^epAflcfic4of a Orchid of ^Mia^ 
▼ote tor the neai|KV> of (be ScMtc; frceoKD of ^gv wlia 
koTC poid fof i» inontbft public tazc», Tote for tlieir Hooft 
of Odhmmmu. $imtk CanUma u^^-Am dbter OMift W » 6cc 
white ONui, of agf , poAefiog a lietMd of 50 acnai or a 
Oowa lot. <7«#P^M :«-Male wbito ishabitaBta of ase, pajlefc 
•oga frtcboU af uL «oIbc» «o»o by boMoti Cmtkl^fi^*^ 
The old freeboMeri comuMUs €Mum* i^paU >r^U^4^ 
wp poficffiog %s colMtted aerca witb»« bMa^.aae.Mui* 

Co)bGO»M- Tbe kfi(Uti«e povcnr of tbc itoet i» wftel 
in a CoRgvda, ^i>iiftui|j^ cf j» Se«aio ood Houfe of ftepic- 
fottativet. The Senau iaeke(5Udfo«j&x |reaf»k tbe Hq«(c Cjf 
Reprcfcotatives. for iwo. The fcnafeora are throws info film 
claifes : lil clais Tacate their £eat» at exptratMHi of iceomi 
year ; ad daft at eipiratioo of fourth year; and ^d cla& at 
the expiratioo of lixth year^^fo that one third lacboleB cvtry 
fccpad year, j^f h ftate retpni» two fcoatorv wbofe ^jf^tiiA" 
cations' are that they mud be 30 yearaof age» and have been 
nine years a citiaeo of the iUte^ A. member of the HeoTe 
of Repreieiitativca mvA be 9J years ol age, aod leyeo ye^is 
a citi^o. The whole oumbcr of 9eprefc&tatitre» of tht 
^ llate» (aa well as diret^ ta^a) are apportioned, from tisic 
to time^ aoM)]^ tbe different Aates^ according to the nwAar 
of (rtc perfooa io eacbw faiMPcratioBa are ibr thia porpofe 
made every tao yean, and tbe «uD»b«r of repreftafiativct 
from a ftate deteriftioed accordingly. They are to be letaia* 
cd at the rale ol one to cTcry free perfens* 

At any time when two'thirds of both houfes QMietm 
the conditution defc<5kive, and requiring reform, they nay 
propoic anaendraenta in rt ; or 00 an application of two^hirif 
of all the feparskte kgidatures of tbe (Vates, a convcatioa 
Ibal) be called for propofing amendments ; which propolied 
aliemtioQs fliall in either cafe become part of tbe conOitD- 
tion, a» fooo as ratified by the legiilaturea of tbree^foortiM of 
the (latc9» or by conveotioaa in tbree-fortha thereof ; as tbc 
one or the other mode may chance to be adopted by Coog^ 
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A DcxzQATt to Cong*ieft calUiM htAd may oflfice in the gift 
«f Co&grelf , nor recd^ anj falacy^ fee, «r ewolnoieiit ; but 
tbef are paid for iheir attendance by tiicir coaftitueat*. No 
idigiotti teft takea by pcste* koldni|; placet cf profit or 

Turn fS«fideat aad VLee Frefideat koM tlieir placet fosr 
fernn, mmd are Appoiatadby VaUot id caoii Ikafe,- l^r » ^^ 
cf dedtowiCfttai aa luuabef to tke jaiar muobar of r^e* 
.ieaucivet aad fenatort ret«foed to C mgf ui a ^Jf tfaa t#fttct 
Irat oo perfoa caa ^ote for «itfaer of thtSCc c^fficcn who bolda 
aoy {daoe himfieU' under the ft^et. The pcrfooa foe whom 
the majority of aU the ftates vote, are the cle<SL the Pre- 
AdMifraMilllie jsyeai^of 1^ aadf 14 f^^tn a« jAabkeol^ 



It appears by die above iketch, that there if not a fio^le 
tea hi Ameri<3a «4iich doet itot rehire that aAi^lledor (halt: 
ha«6 a ^aalificatioa of pfifi^ft more or lefti. la raasr^* 
the populace were* by their late Conftiuition, electors, dowa 
CO very low degree ; k> low at the payment of abo«tt a Bncifh 
lUif-crowtt yearfy la taxet : aod the quali'A cations for feats la 
dbr Ji^e^ljkUii Are i»t worth menti^nin^. 
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THOUGHTS 
ON THE JBJflTISH CONSTITUTION. 



No. xr. 



CoMTiNOCD Ti£w of thc rcvcral Piaiift pmpoiled, at dHferenr 
timcf, for a RKroaM in tiije ftep&ssENTATioN of the 

people 10 Parliiuiieiit. 

■^■-•^►-•'••» • 

EXTRACT FROM A PLAN OF REFORM, 

SUBMITTED TO THE CONStOERATION Or THE FEtCNOtOF TEE 
CONSTITUTION, LIBERTY, ANO PEACE, IN OOBLIN ; 

By on€ of ki Memhett, 

THE Houfe of CoxQinoo»< to couiif^ of three huodriiid 
members } but the prefeot mode of returning them to ceaCc 

Evert perfon in Ireland having an habitation with more 
fire-places than one, to pay the tax of c is. 4|d.— tliis tax to 
be diflint^ from the hearch-money tax, but to be colledcd 
by the hearth-m^ney colleuors, and paj^ment to be enforced 
in the manner prefcribed, for the enforcing the payment of 
hearth-money. Where the perfon paying thia tar of 
IIS. 4^. is a man of the age of twenty-one years, he is 
qualified to be an eled):or. To prsyent the^ord habitadoa 
being mifunderflood, it means only, ^hat the law deems a 
man's caftle, into which the. flieriif cannot make a forcible 
entry, under any civil writ. 

EvEKY perfon in Ireland, having an habitation with one 
fire place, and in the adkual poffeflion of more than one acre 
of land, Irifli meafure, to pay the now hearth-money ouooe 
hearth; and to be liable to evcfy other us. But where 
fuch perfon is a man of the age of twenty-one years, and 
both his habitation and faid land are in the fame barony, be 
is alfo qualified to be an eled^or. Tbefc two qualificatiooii 
above fpecified, to be the only ones that can confer the ekc^ 
tivc franchife. 
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All cnviities of cIcLs »nd towa«, ani every lor4ililp, 
di(lrl(5t, b4>roiigh, or place, nOw fending members to pariia- 
ment, to be coniidered part of the prefent thirty*two counties, 
CO which iingle iheritlli are nOw annyaliy appointed. Each 
of fuch counties of cities and towns, and each of fuch lord- 
fliips, diftriifbs, lx>roughs and 'places, to be henceforth an- 
nexed to fuch of the faid thirty-two counties, as tlie hoafet 
contained in them, are reckoned part of, in the return made 
to the Houfe of Commons, on the 22d of March, 1792, by 
Thomas Wi-aV^ irif{»e<9:or gfctieral of hearths. 

The three hundred meinbcrs, in the Commons Hmife of 
Parliament, to be diQributed amongd the faid thirty-three 
counties^ a» follourg : 



Cork 


33 


Members 


jhaviitg 


76,739 


houfes 


Down 


16 


do 


having 


,3^ASi 


do 


Tyrone 


14 


do 


having 


31.814 


do 


Tipperary 


13 


do 


having 


30^793 


do 


Antrim 


13 


do 


having 


30.3^4 


do 


M^yo 


J3 


do 


• having 


29-683 


do 


Hmcriek 


X% 


do 


leaving 


28,93Z 


do 


Donegall 


It 


do 


having 


24.976 


do 


Galway 


lO 


do 


having. 


24,168 


do 


Meath 


10 


do 


having 


23.133 


do 


Armagh 


10 


do 


having 


22,900 


do 


l^:Berry 


10 


do 


haviiig 


22:836 


do 


ATonaghan 


9 


do 


having 


ai.566 


do 


Wexford 


9 


do 


having 


ai.oii 


do 


Kerry 


9 


do 


having 


2o,ar3 


do 


Watcrford 


8 


do 


having 


18,796 


do 


Rofcommon i< 


do 


having 


i 8,15 7 


do 


Cavaii 


8 


Ao 


having 


^8,139 


do 


Clare 


8 


do 


having 


18,050 


do 


Kilkenny 


8 


do 


having 


17.7^9 


do 


Queen's co 


• 7 


do 


having 


15,^85 


do 


Sligo 


6 


40 


having 


I4»96» 


do 


King's CO. 


6 


do 


having 


14,961 


do 


Co. of the 

city of Dublin 


]• 


do 


having 


14.349 


do 


Wcftmeath 6 


do 


hjftving 


'3*95 1 


do 








Gg 







> 
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Louth 




memben 


having 


^»,8»7 


houfci 


L«itrim 




do 


haying 


ia.378 


do 


Fermanagh 




do 


having 


i'»983 


do 


Wicklow 




do 


having 


",507 


do 


Co. Dublin 




do 


having 


10.759 


do 


Kildarc 




do 


having 


to,6os 


do 


Longford 




do 


having 


10.348 


do 


Carlow 




do 


having 


8,397 


do 



The houfcs herein fpecified make in all 701,101, agreea- 
ble to the return made bj Mr. Wray, of all the houfcs ia 
the kingdom, herein before mentioned. ^ 

EvEET eledtor in the kingdom to give as many votes, as 
there are members for the county, in which fuch eledor gives 
his vote. But no man to vote in more counties than one, at any 
general eletftion. Where however ^n elc^or is qualified ia 
more counties than one, he is to have his elec^on, in which 
county he votes. 

The mode of taking the voteis, lor all the counties, (except 
the county of the city of Dublin) to be by barony polls, 
where the high conftable of each barony ihall prelide. 

Evert man is eligible to beeledled, who is not a placeman 
or pcniioncr, and every eledtor may put down the names of 
fuch perfons, as he pleafes, though not declared as candi- 
^tes. 

If any Eledlor, mediately or immediately, takes, or any 
candidate, mediately or immediately, gives any bribe, re- 
ward, or recompence whatfoever, for or on account of any 
election, the eledfcor or candidate found guilty thereof, to be 
precluded from ever voting in future, for any member to be 
fent to the Houfe of Commons, and to be utterly incapable 
of ever fitting there himfelf. 

Evert man returned to Parliament, to be obliged to ferve. 
He is, however, to receive the fum of il. as. 9d. out of the 
public treafury, for every day he attends during the fitting 
of Parliament. 

Triennial Parliatncntt.* 
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No man to be eligible to be eJedted into the Houfe of 
Commons, vrho is not of the age of twenty-five ycars^on the 
day of his eIe(5lion. 

Evert man taking his feat in the Houfe of Commons is to 
fwcar, that he has not diredlly or indircdlly, given any en- 
tertainment, bribe, reward, or promife whatfoever to pro- 
cure his eledlion. That he will not vote for enlarging the 
duration of the Houfe, beyond the period by this law elta- 
bliflicd. That he will not vote for any form of government, 
difTerent from that of King, Lords, and Commons, And 
that he will to the bed of his judgment confcicntioufly dif- 
charge his duty in Parliament. 

Ever 7 member of the Houfe of Common^ to be as liable 
to arreft as any other fubjedl. But where any member of 
the Houfe .of Commons (hall remain in acStual cuflody for 
fourteen days together, during the fitting of Parliament, his 
feat is to be vacated, and he is to be incapable of re-eledUon, 
unlcfs he (hall be at large on the day of the commencement 
of the poll. The certificate of two members, of fuch aiStual 
cuftody, to be, as in other cafes, a fuffident authority to the 
fpeakcr to i/Tue his warrant to fill up the vacancy. 

No member to be anfwerabie in any manner, out of the 
Houfe of Commons, for what he fays in it. But where four- 
fifths of the Houfe agree, any member may be expelled. In 
cafe of expulfien, the member expelled cannot fit again in 
that Parliament. 

Ant member who ihall accept of any place or penfion, 
thereby vacates his feat, and cannot fit again in the Houfe of 
Commons, whilfl he retains either place or penfion. This 
rule does not however extend to the fpeakcr*s falary, nor to 
the offices of fheriffs and juflices of the peace, nor to any 
office to which there is no emolument annexed. 

As no placemen or penfioner can be returned by the peo- 
ple, to the Houfe of Commons, the King or his Viceroy, to 
have the power of naming feven perfons, who arc to fit and 
fpeakin that Houfe, but not to vote. 
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As in the conrfc of ttmc, the ptVpuloafiiefs of coontJei 
mtift tary, a new lift of the houFca m every couoty, to be 
taken once in every twenty-one ycar«, and then the number 
uf members each coynty is to fend to be again proportioned, 
according to the population of each. But the number of 
members altogether to continue at 300 and no more. 



PLAN OF A PARLIAMENTARY RFFORM. 



THE population of Irebnd amounts to 4,260,000 nearly- 
—If the country was divided into 300 difVridbs, near/y equal 
with rcfpciSt to population, being collcdlions of parilhes 
eacii drftri(5l would contahi 14,000 perfons, and might retura 
one member to Parliament. 

Tii¥ number of m^mbert 0^ the Houfe of Commons might 
perhaps b« ufclnliy dtmiaiAieU« 

If it xvas ncccifary to make a bill for reform in a banyi 
the divifiqn iute %%7 b^^TQiMM Would anfwer for the prefeot, 
with members for the cities and towns. 

♦ 

Each of the 300 4i^i'i<^s n>j^i»t be fubdirided into 20 in- 
ftrior divifions, and each of tiiefe fend ftve delegates, more 
or lefi in proportion to population, to fome fixed place 10 
the diftriift to «le<^ the member. 

Though there is not the fame Qccafipn for this fubdiTiiioa 
that there U in France, yet it would be highly ufeful. The 
lower clalTes arc better qualified to choofe an honed neigh- 
bour than to judge of a member of Parliament. In each 
diflridl of 14,000 inhabitants, there would be at lead 2000 
voters ; and ciperience has iHewn that the yotes of fuch a 
number cannot be taken witKout tumuk. 

All the primary aiTcmblies fliQuId meet on the fame day. 
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If two (€t3 of aflcmblies were not thought ncccffary, the 
fote&;QUght to Ue tal^ea in difFercqt places. 

The qualifications for voting in the primary affemblie* 
lliould be— 

Residence within the diftridl for one year before. 

Registry. 

Twenty-one years of age. 

Non-voters- fliouid be excufcd from all dirc(5l taxes. 

There will probably be much variety of opinion on the 
queftton of qualification from property. 

, Tk£ following qualifications with refpedfc to property 
might perhaps anfwcr. 

Occupying a certain quantity of arable land in the coun- 
try— fuppofc five acres. 

In town, occupying a houfe of a certain rent, as lol. 

The qualification of members of Parliament Taould be, if 
any, 

Havin6 rcfidcd for Years within miles of 

the chief town of the diflricSt, or having been in Parliament 
b<:fore, ^c.— A certain age, perhaps 2j years. 

The duration of Parliaments might be biennial or trien- 
nial, if the duration was fixed ; but perhaps it would be 
better to let the duration be uncertain, to be determined by 
fomc method of chance properly fecured againft tricks. 

The manner of voting in Parliament, and in the electoral 
affembHes ihould evidently be viva voce, becaufe otherwifc 
their refpec^ve conftituents could not know whether they 
defervcd to be re-ele(5led. But in primary affcmblics it is a 
queflion of more difficulty. There is no doubt but that te- 
nants would often vote againfl their landlords, if they dare- 
But on the other hand, it ought to be confide red that it is by 



honed pnr>fic adKons tftatt pvMic prfnciple » ehlcSj aeqailncd 
and prefervcd, without whieh^ no inftitutigns cao fecurc t 
concinuaiice of freedom. The nfe of the ballot would ^e 
per()etual temptation to falfcIk>od and CDvy. It ig hardly 
poflibic tw contrive a fpecies of ballot, which iliall not be 
Jiahle to numerous frauds. 

A SKAT in Parliament Hiould be TacatecK^ 

By taking a place or penfioo^ 

Br abfence for a certain part of the fefllon. 

Tbe Houfe of Commous ihould be an open court, thciV 
proceedings pablifhed by authority, and wivenever a certai* 
number of members, fuppofc five, demanded it, the name* 
of thofe who voted^ on each fide of a particular qucftioa 
Ihould be publiflied. 

The members ilioald be entitled to a fmall fstlar^r, foch as 
iliouid barely defray the additional expcnce of rc&ling in 
Dublin during the feiHon. 

With regard to compenfation, whatever is moCt likely to- 
quiet the country ought to be done. The holders of boroughs 
have hardly an equitable right to compenfation, on the other 
hand it would dc madnefs to riik commotioa about fuch m 

objtdt. 

Tp a compcnfktion was dettrraincd dta, it might be ciTedtcd 
in this manner. An a£l of indemnity fhould be paiTcd. A 
committee appointed, before which the property of boroughs* 
fliould be provtrd. Thofe who prove property fliould obtain 
debentures to be paid out of a fpeciiic fund, which ihould be 
the favings ©f finecure places and penfions, all of which 
(except a limited fum for penfions) fhoold go into the public 
fund at the death of the prefeat holders. In the rcvcBUCS 
of finecure places, I compute a great proportion of the fee** 
w£ o&ce in fevcral legal o&ew 
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PKINCIPLES OW A BILL 



For amending and improving the (late of the reprefentation 
of the people in parliament. Prefented by MR. George 
Ponfonby, 19th July, 1793-^and to be received ia ocxi 
feffions. 



Pkeamble.— "^yhereas ;the (late of the reprefentation of 
<lie people in parliament is greatly defedlive, and it would 
<€nd much to pretetSk the liberty of the fubjc(5b, and to pre- 
ierve our excellent cotfditution, if the people of this^ realm 
were moF^ fairiy and cquaHy •reptcfeoted in parliament. 

The number of Knights to be -eletSled and returned to re- 
prefeat eaich county within this kingdom, in any future par- 
liament to be hereafter iiolden and kept within this xcaim^ 
to be THREE indead of two. 

The Bomber of citizens to be elected and retnrned to re- 
prefent the citf of Dublin in parliament, to be three ; and 
the number of citizens to be ele<£led and returned to rcprc* 
£<:nt the city of Cork in Pasriiaraent to be three. 

The power of ele<!tuig and returning three members to 
fcrvc in Parliament, confined to each of the thirty-two 
bounties into which this kingdom is noxv divided, and to the 
cities of Dublin and Cork^ and to no other counties, cities or 
towns whatfoeven 

Preamble.— And w^reas enlarging the diHri^s of the 
Icveral cities and borough towns within this kingdom, would 
•tend to render their elciStions of citizens and burgelTes to 
icetve ia parliament, much more free and independent. 

The limits or precindls of every city, borough, town or 
manor having a right to fend members to parliament, to ex- 
pend to a fpace or di(lanc« of four miles from the faid city, 
borough, town or manor, meafured by a line to be drawn from 
ibme one place within the faid city, borough, town or manor, 
.as near the centre of the prefent fcite of the faid city, bo- 
rough, town or manor, as conveniently may be done, and 
<o extend in every dircdion to a didance of four miles from 
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the faid place and no further, foat thereby to make the cir* 
cuic of the diflridt round the fiiid city, borough, tvwn cr 
manor equal to twcuty-four miles in circumference or there- 
abouts. 

Where any city, borough, town or manor, having a right 
to fertd members to ferve in Pattiahient, lliall be fo fituate as 
that a line of four miles cannot conTenietitly be drawn or 
meafured in the manner direi^ed, by rcafon of the vicinity 
of fome other city, borov^h, town or manor havio^ aifo <i: 
right to fend members to ferve in Parlrament, or by reafou. 
of the proximity of the fca, then a certain di(b-ttlb tu be 
meafured from the mod central place within the U\<1 city, 
borough, town or manor, in fuch dircdlion as can be bed dnd 
mod conveniently done, and which fliaH be cqu-<il, or as near- 
ly as may be, to a fpace contained within a circumference of 
twenty- four miles, and which fpace HiaU be maHccd «ut and 
allotted as and for the didriiSt of the faid city, borough, town 
or manor Htuate as aforefaid. 

Evert freeholder who fliall be fcifed of a frcchoH of ten 
pounds value within the faid didri<il of a city, town, bo- 
rough or manor, fliall have a right to vote for members to 
ferve in parliament for the faid city, borough, town or ma- 
nor, any former law or ufage to the contrary notwithdand- 
ii^g > provided always, that the faid perfon fo claiming a 
right to vote at faid election fliail have been ieifed of his 
freehold one whole year before the teft of the writ which 
iOued for holding the faid eleiSlion, aAd flutU have Tegidercd 
his freehold fix months before the ihd of the faid writ, |>fir- 
fuant to the adt made in the year of his: ^efent 

Majedy» for the due regiAcriog.of freeholds. 

No perfon. dcdked and adiAitted t« the freedom of any cor- 
poration in any city or town corporate fliaU by virtue of fuch 
cIe(5lion and admifllon, have a right to vote for members to 
ferve in parliament for the faid cicy or town corporate, unlefs 
the faid perfon fliall have been feifed of a freehold tenement 
of the value of fiye j>ounds by the year, within the faid city 
or town corporate, upon which he or his family fliail have 
rclided for one whole year before the time of fuch clet^on and 
admilfion. 
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KoTBiNG herein contained to extend to any perfon admit 
ted, ur who has a right to hi« freedom by rcaibn of birth, 
marriage, or fervice to any trade or calliag* but thftt all fuch 
rights IlialJ remain in fuit force ai if this a^ had not been 

made. 

Ikhabitants of every city, borough, or town corporate, 
having <a right to fend members to ferve in Parliament^ who 
rcfidc within the prcfcrjbed precin^s or diftri& of the faid 
city, borou^rh, or town corporate, aod who fliall have exer- 
cifcd any oX the folluwing trades or callings 

for Igve years within the diHri^s afore(a«d, to 
from r.nd After the day of to have a 

right to vote and be admitted to vote at the ekdlion of any 
rcprefejQtative or reprefentatives to be chofen to reprefcnt 
faid cities, boroughs or towns corporate m Parliaoient. 

A MSMBtib to ferve in Parliament from and after the 
day at iliali before he be admitted to his 

icHt in parliament, take the oaih following : 

** I &o dolemnly fwear thsU; I have not, dire(!lly orindi- 
*' reiStly, procured my eleiflion and return to parliament by 
*^ the means of any fiim .or fums oi money, whatibevcr, ur 
" by any prooufc of ?iny pecuniary reward whatfocver, and 
** thai I have not authorized any perfon whatsoever to giv« 
*^ or promife any Dam of money whatibever for procuring mc 
** to be eletSled and returned a member to ferve in parliament, 
" and that if any fuch promife hath been made on tay behalf 
** I will not ratify or make ^ood the fame. So help me God,** 

PaoviscD always, that nothing in this a^ (hall extend, of 
in auywifp be deemed or taken to extend to the cities of Wa* 
terford, Kilkenny, X^imcrick, i«ondondefry« 

and the towns of bat 

tliat all their rights, franchifcs and privileges, limits an4 
precia<Sts, fludl remain and continue as if this adl had nCt 
i)ecn made. 



Hh 
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ON rajs BRITISH coNsrirurioN, 



No. XII. 



^i iw it were probable that rvny man would give his vote 
^' {recljf and without influence of any kind ; then, upon 
** the true theory and general principles of liberty, every 
*' member of the eommunityt however poor, fhonld have 
** a Tote in deling thofc delegates, to whofe charge is 
** committed the difpofition of his property, his Kbcrty. 
^' and his life. But unce that can hardly be expedled in 
" perfons of indigent fortunes, or fuch as are under the 
'* immediate dominion of othe.rs, all popular ftatcs have 
" been ohUged to eftabliih ceruili qualifications.*' 

'blackstoni. 



■*■ 



** The misfortune is, that the drferUd aoaouoHs continue to 
" be fummoned." 

BLACKSTONE. 



«*< 



' ON a review of the feveral fchemes of tarliamentait 
AfcpoRM, which in the three laft numbers were laid before 
the public, it will eafily be fecn that whilft there are certain 
pidints on which alihbft every man differs from another, there 
ure others on which all projetftors ezaAIy correfpond. Tbefc 
latter, therefore, we may fairly fct down as eflential to t «e- 
form ; whatever other particulars it may embrace or exclude. 

' Of thefc eflential features of reform, we may juftly confider 
the disfranchifement. Or enlargement, of decayed or clofe 
boroughs ; as occupying the chief plac^. In whatever point 
t>f view we regard a parliamentary reform, we are ftrtick 
^ith the vicioufncfs and abfurdity, which vie with each 
other in this part of the ezifling fyftem ; and we fte with a 
clearnefs of evidence which renders demonftration fuperflu- 
ous, that no adequate degree of reform can ever be efieded, 
until this mafs of political pravity be fully and fairly done 
away. 
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^N this point, the light of rcafoii heart £o poverfuIi)r, jui4 
all (he principles of the conititution point fo dire<5ily to ita 
importance, that it not only becomes unneceflary to dweU 
upon it, but we may fairly infer that if the niindt of thinking 
men were not cmbarrafled by the Taricty of remedial plant, 
by the fancifulnefs of fome and the extravagance of othen» 
this political monftcr muft, ere this, evcninfpiteofintereftcd 
and private views, have fallen a facrifice to cooildcncy s^nd 
common benefit. 

What then at this day is fo incumbent on all thole who 
wifli well to a Parliamentary Reform, as to unite their beft 
ciuleavours for the removal of thofe obftacles which have 
hitherto retarded, and unlefs they are done away, muft ftili 
retard the attainment of this mod dciirable objcd. And 
how can this be fu effectually done us by endeavouring on 
this important fubjcA, to difcriminate between the wild 
fportings of imagination and the fobcr opcraitiuns of feafon ? 
How ; but by diveQing the idea of Reform of every (hred of 
fanatical extravagance, and fending it forth into the world, 
in the decent drapery of conftitutional common fenie. 

This is the more ncceflary, becaufe it is only by reducing 
poTiticat opinions to the (landard of reason, that an union 
of public fentiment can ever be obtained ; — and in fuch an 
union only, can the Friends of Reform poiTefs that rational 
force which will fuperfede and rife fuperior to every other. ~ 

In conddering thofe points on which the various reformers 
differ from each other, the extenfion of fuffrage Arikes us as 
of the greatcft importance—" who owght to vote por 
MEMBERS or PARLIAMENT ?*' To this, thercforc, let us 
diredt our attention for the prefent ; and that we may purfue 
the enquiry with certainty, let us recolledfc for a moment the 
real deft^n of Parliamentary Reprcfentation. 

It is the very fpirit and eiTence of the BritiHi Conflitution, 
that no law (hould be made, nor tax impofed, without tl\e 
confcut of the nation. But the nation cannot deliberate. It 
is ioipojQi^le for four millions to come together into one 
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f lace, lor the ^afpofe of eoiniAliificatiii|f ofiiioron^, tvcigbiog 
reafmis, and detennming on the bed meafurcf . It bascbere- 
fore been wifely ordained, that a number of perfons, frrdy 
ehofen, fli«uld be colfed:cd from the difFerent parts of the 
kingdom, and that to theni ihould be eommitted the troft of 
deKberattng for the ptibKc good ; on this obviout principle, 
that the impartial Uetermmation of foch a' number ol peifon» 
fo ehoftH, aild fo coIIe<9^ed, xftay fairly be coafidertd as Die 
vnbiaiTcd fenfe of the people. 

Thus, it is evident tftat the Hoitfe of Commons is nek 
merely an organ forgiving cxpreiGoa to the popn4ar voice— 
that it is not a regiftry ofiiee for receiving and recording the 
dcuil of local fcatiments^ and giving thename of law to that 
whieh lAay happen to be predominant t bat that it is, on the 
contrary, intended by the cooftitution to be a great dtji&era- 
tive council, formed of the wifeft, the moft virtuous, and 
the moft independent men in thd country. 

Lr£T then the uaprejudiced enquirer after political truth aik 
himfelf,.how this idea of Parliamentary Reprefentation aiij 
mod eiFetSiually be realized— whether by extending the elec- 
tive fuffrage to AhL the male inhabitants of. the country} or 
by limiting it to fuch perfons, as from* the pofiei&ou of fome 
property, have an a<^ual fUke in the country, andcoo£:- 
quenrly iecl themfelves intereftcdio its peacc» its liberty, and 
its profperity. . 

In every community it has been acknowledged as a leading 
political truth, that the exercife of political ^ower ought not 
to beintruded to thofe who were generally unfit to ul'e itfot 
the public advantage; and on this principle, females and 
minors have been univerfaily excluded ; the former being 
confidered as fubjei5k to influence— the latter being- decoicd 
incapable, from mental immaturity. 

Now, if females and minors are juAIy excluded from the 
exercife Of political power, on the ground of uufitnefs, it ne« 
ceiTarily follows, that where there is an equal un£tnefs, there 
ought to be a fmiilar exclufion ; and if the principle bti^'*^ 
equitable one iu itfeJf, it ought, in all jufticCy and indeed^ ' 
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fmiori, to hie a(>pl^d where both groahdr of e9LcIafii!>n tht^ ; 
to tho£ie u-liofe ignonince makes themincompetcnt^aiKlwhafc 
'indtgence makes them dependent* 

, It. will be underwood that.I fpeakof thofe ivhoaave^ in 
ilri^ propriety oC fpcech, no property-} who pafs thn>* Mfc 
earning their daily bread by their dailyj^bourr-J^ut who have 
Jtvfd nothing ; have made no providon for their families ox 
themrdves ; for fickucfs or old age* 

' Tii4T thcfe form a moft ufcfdil and valuable claTsofthc 
cDmmunity, that they have aright to a juft ihare of every 
political beijefit, and that they are even entitled to the pecu- 
Har care ;ind tendemefs of the higher clalfet of fociety, i do 
m«ft readily grant;— but that they ought to be.entrudcd wiih 
political pov^'er, I deny ; bccaufe it would be dangerous to the 
Commonwealth, ureiefs to themlelves, and incoufifteaJt ivith 
^very priuciple of found, pplicy. 

To the escfcife of t^th the lowed political fun^ion, 
foFAe degree of refletftion and forcdght in tndifpenfably- necef- 
tity. Without thcfe, he whoeiercifes it, unavoidably be- 
comes either the play-thing of accident or the inflrument of 
deHgn* But reile«Skioii and forelight are feldom to be found 
ainongfl thofe who have abfilutely m property* It is then only, 
when a man has acquired Something, that he loolu backward 
with fatisfaction, or forward with folicitudc. Till thea« he 
literally takes no thought for to-morrow. He has nothing to 
lofe, he is fearlefs of danger— and may have fomethiug to 
gain by pi^blic confuficu. 

•* Cantabic vacuus coram latrone viator." 

. And yet tbefe unre^edling and improvident font of po- 
verty, form the great numerical majority of the community. 
Confcqueptiy an unqualified fuiFrage, would actually thro«v 
into their hands the great weight of political power. But in 
this cafe who could calculate the confequenccft ? Could 'we 
'pr(2n\ife ourfelvcs a rcfpedltahle legiflature, when tlie choice 
-ihuuld reft with thofc who are incapable of judging of the 
necefiary quaiiaeattoas of its members i Could reguUrity 
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«f g wre fumci i C h^ liitpcdl for when tkc great wheel, which 
pvf motion to the whole paikical machine, was furrendcrci 
•o the mifmanagemcnt of the uninformed multitude i Or 
would it be poi&ble to esfuve for any given fpnce of time, the 
exiftenec of law, of order, of property, of perfonal liberty, 
or of perfonal fafet/ i when the whole labrtck of the eonfti- 
tntton wcie thus abfurdly committed to a bafis of Shifting 
(and. 

Is it oecefTary to repeat the trite obfervation, that ** Civil 
Jutberty, when purfued to an extreme, like every other ex- 
treme, may mer^c into its oppofite, into dcfpotifm */* the 
worfk fpccies of defpotifm, that of the many ; where irre- 
fidable power is dire<fted by capricious verfatiliry ? Need f 
remark, that that only is a free government, where reafon i> 
paranx)unt ; where by a judicrooB dillfribution of powers, the 
few are as fafe from the encroachments of the many, as the 
many are from tliofe of the few ; and where national wifdom 
is kept Jn unreftraincd and regular acEtion for the ncttional be- 
nefit. This, and this only^ is genuine liberty. This alone 
can anfwer the diverlified exigencies of fociety.— But could 
this even exift, if the predominance of political power were 
to be committed to thofe who can give no fccurity for their 
conduiSt ; and whofc mifcondwfk there would be no means of 
corre<Sliug ? 

Would the multitude, who fliould be thus called forward 
into political adlion, reap any advantage ? Certainly aot. 
Becaufe whatever tends to leflcn the (lability and regularity 
of government, mud in the fame proportion, be injurious to 
their befl intcreAs. It is only under a regular govcrumcnt, 
growing principally out ottbe middle orders (thofe true fources 
uf the power, virtue and knowledge of ail communities) tbat 
the occupations of life, which give employment to the 
working clafs, can be carried on with i'pitit or Aeadiocfs. 
What advantage under heaven, would it be to the day-labourer, 
to be fpccifically reprefcnted in the Houfc of Commons ? 
Would fuch a rcprcfentation, in any degree ameiioraie his 
condition ? or could the poiTefiion of futTragc Iccure to the 
working poor a grfMet proportioiU of ppluical advantage^. 
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comparatively widi i%c other ctaflWi af tlie conHmuiflry^ than 
fhcy enjoy even in the prefect flfaft of thhlgs ? TJie working; 
poor w2!l then be bed reprefeflted, t^heti the wifefl: and moft 
ci!e<5hiai,tneafure« are purfued for promoting national prospe- 
rity, bccaufe theirs is involved in it ; for firing encouragement 
to indoftry ; facility to commerce ; and v^hat \i abfolutely ef- 
fential to all thefe, fecurity to property. I fay they will then 
be bcft rcprefcnted ; becaufe their happtnefs will then be heft 
provided for, they will be employed more regularly, and they 
will be paid better. la a free ftate the higher ranks of !»• 
ciety, as they advance, bring forward the lower ones along 
with them. The progreHion for inftancc of the mercantile 
rank, is felt by the meaneft drudge who carries the merchant's 
bales, from his vcflcl to his waggon.— But more direAly, the 
thriving influence extends from the merchant to the manufac- 
turer ; from the manufadhircr to the huibandman— and from 
the hufbandman to the lowcft cottager. But can any of thefe 
advantages exift where there is not a flable government ; and 
^vill any man be hardy enough to enfure a flable government, 
where the whole multitude is brought forward into political 
a^on ? But how poorly would that multitude be com pen - 
fated for the lofs of certain employment, and perhaps even 
of the common necefTaries of life ; by a triennial, a biennial, 
Of even an annual exercife of political power ? 

Ir it be faid, that the utiiverfal pofTelton of tht elective 
iranchife is a neccflary fecurity againU the encroachments of 
government, I i^ply, chat the fecurity lodged with the indivi- 
4iia1, ibouldbe proportionate tt) the danger of encroachment. 
But the difference in this refped, between a man who has 
Jme property, and him who has abfolutely no^r, is almofl 
infinite. It is not perfonal liberty, but property, againfl 
vrhich the abufes of power are chiefly pointed. The political 
lAachinery of corrupt flatefaiea is conilrudted for one end 
only— the extortion of revenue. But it is property, to which 
this machinery mufl be applied. With property, therefore, 
in all reafon anid in atljutlice, fliOHld the countera(5ling power, 
iu a «ef taim degree be entraDed. 
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Lit no man laj that, b^r an exclufionrfroci thic power, the 
poor are iDJurcd. If there is truth in the foregoing obici'va* 
tioos;. they arc not injured but benefited ; becaufe by this 
mean* they are prcfervcd not only from injuring others, but 
from injuring thcmfelvcs. If they are injured, it is as the 
cboughtlcfs youth ia. injured, whofe eftate is ivithheid from 
Kim until his mind is matured by ezperience.'-^If they are in- 
jured, it is an injury which our minors and our females, rhe 
hope and the happiueis of the community, fuffcr in commoo 
trzth them. 

It is fcarcely poflible that this excluHon (hould eTCD in s 
Hngle inflance, have an unfair operation, becaufe it is not 
Ckcly, that it fliould extend to an individual, who has the' 
habits neceffar}' for making a proper choice at an eledlion.— 
For, if the qualification were even higher than it is at prefent, 
provided it were extended (as it ought in all rcafon) to rvcrf 
fpccies of permanent property, it would be attainable by every 
pcrfon of ioduftrious and virtuous difpoittions, even in the 
lowed rank. Abfolute poverty, in aImo(t evcry.ioftancc, «« 
the refult of grofs ignorance or habitual mifconduvfl. It is 
the cftedl of a moral gravitation, which finks the fubjedl of it 
ro the centre tif the focial fphcre. Where there is any df* 
grec of expaniion or eladicity of mind, it fltewi icfelf in an 
effort to rife; and there muft be a concurrence of misfortunes, 
where the eflbrt is uufuccefsful. Let us obferve real life, and 
we fiiall fee the truth of this obfervation fully demonQrated; 
and what I alk, can be more rcafonable, than that the elcc* 
tive franchifc fhould be placed at that point of the &ale of 
fbciety which marks the fird gradation of virtuous induAry, 
ii; its progrcfs from indigence to competency.!— At that point, 
where firft the ufe and value of it cifn be underflood, or the 
exer^ife of it be advantageous:— and where it will ferve, both 
•AS the fbimulu$ to tnerit, and its reward. And on the other 
hand, \yhat could be more abfurd than to fix it Ipwer— to 
i'occc it upon thofe who feel not the want of it, and fhou.l4 
not \vifh for it f who refign themfelves without a firu^gle to 
tliat fordid indigence, which they every day fee ot Iters, (with 
m> greater external advantages than themfelves) combat with 
and conquer f and who, if left to themfelves, would be oo 
luorc a^cdtcd by the political confli^ which agitate thp 
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higher orders .<if the community, than the torpid (hell-il0>» 
which flumbers out it» life at the bottom oftheocean^b 
affev^ed by the ilu<5tu«tioo8 of the furface. 



Y THOUGHrS 

«iV THE BRITISH CONSTirUTIOH. 

mm^mmmm ^ 

No. XIII. 

* ApRXi 5. 

It has always been my political fentimei^^ that it is unjuft 
*' to attempt to hol<f a country in fubje(5lion; and to govern 
againft the will and opinion of the people.' 
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CHARLES rOX. 



That extraordinary meteor in politics, tbs rxsNcx 
REvoLDTiON, afTords an inflrudtive leiTon. 

It offers dcmoijftrative evidence that even thrones may be 
infccure, though environed by armed hods ; and points out 
the policy of feizing on times of profound peace, to re* 
vive the principles of rational and temperate freedom. This 
it urges, as the furefl expedient for attaching the hearts of 
fubje(5^4 to the laws, fecuring the (Irength of their arm againft 
invading foes, and preventing the low murmur of the people 
from fuelling into accents of fettled difcontent. Though dif- 
quicts which have reafon for their ba(is, may be filenced for 
a feafon, itt is inherent in their natvre to gain force by time. 

To communities at large, it carries equal admonition. It 

fliews them a pointy beyond which their energies cannot be 

excited, without anarchy ; without becoming a bar to thofe 

very fecurities for liberty, which render popular commotion* 

honourlible. 

li 



Ik rdle^ng on the foraiei: Ihite of frah^, a fyftan of 

cnieltj, monopoly, and abufe, and con^eriog the aldioil 

miracttlous change U^^t took pkce ; #e find an eafy due to 

the delight with wAch we contemfllated the event. 

s 

In their declaxaYion op kiohYs, we faw the abM<El pria- 

cipks of government revealed, ^he ftreams of power laid 

open to vulgar hifpe^ofti and traced up to their fource. Wc 

were led to view witii rapture a new aera inhuman a£ain; 

which feem'd to promife an ei\joy«ient of civil rights without 

the flighted alloy, or the fmalleft facrifice of the freedom of 

the individftal, to the <?omfort8 of regulated fodety. / 

Whcm univerfal liberty leaned within grafp, the profped 
was fuddenly 'X)bfcured. The viilon was toa perfedl to be 
kfiing, sM the enchantment held but {or a d^y. The ihiogs 
ve afe hourly withefiiQg, cannot howler pafs away without 
meliorating every foil, in every portion perhaps 4»f the globe; 
for the germ of hberty will be conveyed to countries 
that never cultivated it before. Though the utnioft itnn of 
theoretical freedom, may not in the iiTue be attained ; all that 
expcfteoce has - pronounced i^ooal, pra^ical, and perma- 
nent, probably will. 

• * 

It was natural that an enthufiafUc love of OalUc cmaoci* 

liatieii Cboold widely extend itfelf, and in ito tr4^ of country 

more than in tb^ North rfJrcUud ; that nidus of American la- 

d|;peodeoc£a andofliberty to three nnllioniltit homf . There, 

the meft ardent afte^ion for the late revolution difpUycd 

itifilf ; sad wh^^t heart flxpuld have refufed to partidpate I 

t 

Tpe recital of fadls will revive in our memory the odious 
fcenes which, in the old order of things, were daily Sfylijed 
in France., ^ 

Bi^poae THK REVOLDTioK, the lives and properties of 
twenty five millions, w^e fubjcd without controul to the 
will of one man. How ill that power wal and might be excr- 
cifed, let the revocation of the edicSk of Nantz dechire ; when 
the galleys were ^ed with proteflantsj; when five or fix ] 
thowP''"! men periihcd in diffisrent wart ; and a m 
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(becanfe their religion was iifit that of Rome,} were forced 
out of their country, diiTeiiuDatiDg arts onrcr Europe, many of 
wUkh vere before confined to France* -^ 

Letters de Cachet, for the BaftUp and' Other ttafe 
prifons, were fold with blanks, which the pufchafer 
>iiight ^i up with names* at pleafure ; and at his dffcre- 
(ion, imprifonm'ent for life in a loathfome ddngeon, or to 
be chained at the #ar of a galley, might bf the lot of the 
innocent as well as the guilty. Bcfide the great Baftile, 
there were thirty-five fi||aller ones undc^ other nan^s, in 
Paris alone. " '^ 

A 

I 

The liberty of the firft fubjedl in the land was at the merey 
of a Madam Maintenon, or a Pompadour, or whoever elfe 
the King happened to be attached to. JLatudb might be con- 
fined within the walls of a dungeon for thii'ty five years, or a 
wretch bruifed to death by the carriage wheels of his Majef- 
fty*s miftrefs ; without the flighted enquiry into the caufe of 
the committaf oT the one, or 9i the death of the other. The 
j^ody of an uofortjuiate man who happened to wound »t he 
pride of a courtezan, was ** wafted away in the Baftile with 
** long expeAation and confinement. lAtude felt what kind 
** of ficknefs of the heirt it was, which arifes from hope de« 
" ferrcd. C^ looking nefcrer, we might fee him pale and fe- 
* verifh.^ In thirty years- the weftcrn breeze had not once 
*' fannecfhis blood— •he had feen«io i%in, no moon in all that 
** time ; nor h^ the ^ice of frietid or kinfman breathed 
•* through his lattice.** He was fittinj|^pon the ground on a 
** little ftraw, ilk the fartbeft cOmer of his dungeon, which 
** was ^alternately his chair and his bed. A little calendar of 
•* fmall fticka were laid sa the head, notched all over with the 
M difmal days and nights ne had pafied there." Such was the 
pKturc of confiilement, drawn by the mafkerly pencil of 
$(erne. It was a fketch from nature ; and hence the efiecft it 
has ever had on the feelings of the re?ider. The Baftilc with 
its towers, and its fafle, raifed thofc fears which our country- 
man fo well defcrilkd ; and whkh were felt^y every iahabi- 
tant of a free country, that has been on the fpot. The foun* 
iatioos of thai momime&t of defpotifm, arc now happily 
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rooted out, and grjifs gtxnrs where maaj a vidtim has Ian* 
gui(hcd from youth to old age, after the very- caufe of his ini- 
prifonmcnt was forgotten, and his ptofecntor no more. At 
its demolition, the ele^rs of Paris found in it and carried 
away, (to ufetheir%>wn words) ** the ancient arms, frightful 
b)r their Arange and murderous forms ; the chains, jji often 
iUincd with blood ; the ihackles, vrorn downfby dailyrubbicf 
on the flefh and bone of fufferers for centuriev paft ; and tbtf 
old eorfelct of iron,' invented to retain a lAan by all the jointi 
of his body, and to reduce him, like Thefeua in Hell, to an 
eternal iramobil?ly. The Hotel de Vit|e is naw. iu pofTeflion 
of this Chef dXEuvre, worthy of the Fuijes, of Phalarisor 
Cacut." 

Louis XIV. at the very moment when he was laying the 
foundation of a marine to curb the pride of Great Britain, 
eould pafs an edi<St which confined commands in their navy to 
perfons horn gentlemen^ to the excluHon of thoufands Better 
qualified perhaps for tho charge. 

The Marquis de Sillery informs us that within the prefen^ 
century, a General of the army (Marechal d'Eftrec) received 
an order of recal, in confequen^ fulrly of the caprice of a 
miftreii); in the midft of fevcnty ftaodards of the enemy, 
which h^ had uken poflefiion of, alter tlte battle of 
Hufteimbek. 

The tortttiib, with the rack and whee\^ in fliort all the 
cxcraciattng pains which the mof^ iiigenious and diabolical 
fancy could devife, were inflidted,— viz. f)urolDg the hand 
in the flame of brimftone ; pinching the arms, thi^s, aq^ 
bread, with refd hot irons ; pouring, boiling oil with melted 
, Jead and rozin into the wounds occafioned by the burningi 
except thofe on the breads which were kindly omitted, 4efl tli^ 
lofs of life (liould put an end to further torflnents ; tearing t^ 
culprit to pieces at the tails of lK)rre8, by means ^ ligatures 
upon his arms, legs and thighs, and in the clofe of the fceoe, 
humanely cutting the principal finews at tl^e joints ; the paini 
of the wretched fufferer prolonged till he had fcen a thigh 
aad an ar ra torn away, when on the Xeparatiob of the fccoad 



thigh death clofcd the fcene ! Of the truth of the moft pii* 
n«te cir<h]inftance mentioned^ ttftim«ny was given in a di^ 
graceful detail, fublijbed by authority eftbe court. 

It is natural to aik in what country, age, and government, 
this could have happened f— In the poliilied kingdom ifi 
Fxance, in the very reign before the laft, and within theie 
thirty fix years ! ! Damiens, who in a fit of lunacy attempt- 
ed th^ life of Leuis XV. was the objejtSl: of thefe brutal 
cruelties, that were among the unhappy confcqucnces of. 
an unlimited monarchy, in which the fovcrei^n was a de%)ot, 
and his people flaves. ^ 

The torture and the galleys were in difufe, and 1 believe 
fupprcfs'd in the comparatively mild reign of Louis XVI. but 
thai fccurity which turns on the capricious humour of the 
monarch for the time being, hardly defcrves the nam?, 
prance was a Kingdom filled with court fpies. ^n unguarded 
exprefCon drop*t in places of public refort, in ccnfurc of 
meafures of government, or of the favourite or mtltrefs of 
the King or his minider, often hurried an innoceiH man from 
his peaceful home to the deepeft tavern of a ftate prifon. 
Commerce, manufaiSures, and induftry of every kind were 
held in contempt ; ^nd the Janizary, under the name of a • 
French foldier, could infult the mofl valuable citi:^en with 
impunity, and without the formality of a trial for the offence. 
Within thefe (even years, at Beauvais, officers were known 
to attack an audience in a theatre, to wound ami kill 4^ ma- 
ny as came within theil" reach ; wliiift neither enquiry nor 
puniiliment wits coihidered neccilary. 

With regard to taxatf^n— The intendant of the tarts upon 
diftridls, patiilies and individuals, could exempt fuch perfons 
as he plcafed to 'fa^or^ or dimiuifh the fum. The Nobility 
fiS Clergy we*c almoft entirely exempted froix taxes, tho* 
beft able to pay ; and the burthen of ail ^hc other orders, 
particularl)^e poor, were of couitfe, exceflively encrtafed. 

Immoderate fenfions were lavifhed on worthlefs depen- 
dants, often without the knowledge even of the King; tho* 
they were paid out of itit hard earned fruits of the people's' 
labour. t» •• ^. 
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TsEiK Nobility coi>iifte4 €3i fixty thoafand. Tbty hzA one 
hnnired ihoufand privileged pdtfqiM, all leagued to fuppi^it th^r 
prerogative of paying no proportioo of fuch aod fucb 
ixnpofls. — Twa hundred tboufaud prtefts reaped, (free of 
expencej one fifth of the net prodnce of all the territoriai 
Mvenue* of that great kingdom, at the iUoie time that the/ 
Avere in poircliioa of immenfe cftates i In one half of the 
kingdom, tythe gave the Ciergy near a third of the whole net 
revenne of the prodnets of the earth ; a fourth or &^ in 4^ 
tlier parts.—- Neckar eAimated the revenue of the Clergy, at 
one hundred and thirty milliom of Lrvres, of which Mttlr 
-more than forty- two millions were received by the^e£tors. Of 
coarfe e^hty-eighe miHions went to fupport the prife, fplei^ 
clour, and luxury of an enormovtf m)dy of pampered prelates ; 
raifed oo the ruins of the rcligioiv of Jcfu», au€ preteaOiiBg 
toaffimi'late with the 5mple» pure, and unafTuming fyfbem of 
the gpfpcl. Smty theufand perfons were devoted to the monaftic 
life. The tax€» were farmed oat furcollcvStion, to faimcr^* 
general, with their army of alliflanta, amounting to pfty 
thoufand mofc. All ofHccs and commilBonS) were bought and 
lold ', not even excepting thofe of the very, magifirates appoint 
ted to decree jiiftice. Patents ifTwcd by the court, were 
bought on fpeculation by the rich; in order fip^be fold over 
the Kingdom, to thofc who folk>w the callings of hafber8> 
coal nicafurer;i« and even feaicbcrs of hog's tongue». 

The law* arainfl j^ame were cruel and opprcfli ve, in a degree 
of whfth even here we have no conception : the fj^rtfman who 
dared to kill it, in certain diftridts, was j^nt |p the Galleys f 
Thcfr game comprehended wild boars, and herds of deer, not 
confined to any wall or pale. When|^he lady iif the Sfignrur 
chanced to lie in, the tenantry were Dound to beat the watcn^ 
to keep the frogs fiicnt. "Weeding and h<ujng the lands were 
often prohibited, lefl tlie young partridges itiou^be di5urt4M« 
aud t\m farmer not fifffered by law to ufe certain mtinures, tho' 
bcft Circulated for his grounds ; becaufe they^Wicift^cd the 
flavour of the game. At the Seignear^s preiTes, if ke required it, 
muft the farmer's grapes be prefTed, and his oven niuft receive 
his bread ; in ordtfr to £urni£h a pretext for a tax. All thr 
feudal fervitude of the dark age» v^ rigidly exa<^led ; hence 
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the ddtftR^en of fome Chateaux early in ttie revtjlution ; t)«t 
fiill eaficr is that to be accounted for by the iojuftice which 
prevailed in the Seigneur** courts of law.* 

Tut penal code, bore ao proportion to tb<: nature of crimes; 
«x. gr. Smujflers of fah,— onn^d, and a0embled to (be num- 
ber of fifi0, were in Provence, liable to a fine of ^ve hundred 
livres and nine years of the galleys ; in otjicr parts of the 
Kingdom they fufiered death« Add to thefe the opprefHon 
of their OahelUs and Corvee^ grievoiH and impolitic is the ex- 
treme. Juries^ or any thing that deferved the name of fair 
trial, were unknown , and when a feeble fpark «l liberty 
difoovered itieif iniheir Parliaments, the^aniihment of their 
memben was the eonfequence, even in the reign of X40uis 
the XVI. 

Lkt who w<ill, fill up the reft of the pi<fture. Enougfi has 
l>eea done to vindicate thofe who had and have virtue fufficient 
to abho^fuch fia very wherever found, and to rejoice in every 
profpe(% of human beings reftored to their natural right s* As 
tothe^archy, DnTrule and cruehy at prelent prevalent in 
France, he wonld be hardy indeed who {honld become their 
advocate. They have arisen from the excefs of a virtuous 
paflion, driven to a fad extreme by the weakneAi, perhaps 
perfidy, of an unhappy monarch, forgetting the crimes of 
a French mob, the magnanimous determination* of the French 
cation in the leveral provinces of her widely extended do« 
ninins, no longer (o groan under fervitude, demanded our 
admiration ; their errors no^ claim our pity. 

Dobs any man that ferioufly itflei^s on thefe things, wiih 
for a revival of Aich complicated plans of fiarery and degrf 
da|jon ?— If theite be, let him not call himfclf chriftian ; for 
religion teaches us to love one another, and to conOder the 
human race as one family^ under the government of the fame 
God.— Does apy one who lives in a free country, wifl^ for it? 
His country may be free, but it is not in the nature of things 
(hat he can be fo himfelf ; for in iiis heart he i% a Have. 



* i»ec a late tour through France. 
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What rihiKce was— englano and THELAND-^ay he. 

How is fuch a (late tt be retarded, and the facred fpark of 
liberty, loiij»eft preft rvcd ?— By havine before our tyes the 
fall of the ancient Gallic Conftitution, the democracy of wlHch 
was once .ftrongcf ijtidii our own. — By watching the vicws^of 
ambitious men, and taking every fair opportunity of bringing 
our own conftitution back to it> firfl principle T\m* this ia 
to be done with a deliberate hand, no difficulty fhould alarm 
us, nor caulc it to be negIc(Slcd. 

With rerpe<% to our own country, the imperfciSt ftate of 
parliameAtary reprcfentacien, and the gradual inroads of 
power, upon the befl and moft ancient mounds of the confti- 
tiition, may have produced tn fomcof the chaftefl breafls, a 
momentary admiration of forms of government i^re plcaling 
to tip eye than our own, but not lefs fubjedb to abufe, aor 
Icfs grievous in their decay. 

GeneHal Aflemblicf of the people have, howci^, ii^al! 
quarters, reprobated republican ideas, by DECLfciKATioMs ener- 
getic and (lrong« in cxad^ ratio with the magnitMie and 
rcfpcdkability ofithc meeting. From the comiQons colledled 
in a Barony or County, to one million four hundred thoufand 
inhabitants repfefented in a province, at Lun^annok, fxpref- 
fions of unbounded affe<%ioi^fof their Prince, and oc love for 
their conftitulion in its true principles, have rifen i^ fuch a 
climax of loyalty, as. to leave the enemies of reforn^ without 
one folitary pretext for avoiding a fair difcuflion of the gnipv- 
ances of the fubjecl. But it is i|ot the power of the Cr^it of 
which good men complain* tho' the venerated name of Ma- 
ycQf is in every interefted man's mouth. It is the encreafed, 
, encreafing, and undue power of the Ariftocracy, which hi 
progrefs of time may deftroy the Regal Branch itfelf. 

It has been the chief defign ofthefe thocjghts to turn 
public intention to the theory of the' British conftitution, and 
to fome of its mod ancient principles, as poinfi for ihaping 
fuch a courle as may avoid the rbcks furrounding unlimited 
Monarchy, and democratical Tyranny; and lead to.. that 
happier mean which lies betweoit both. 
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I>OCS CftEAT BRITAIN OR IRELAND FULLY KNJOT THAT CON* 

STiTUTioN which thefe papers hold up as a pattern of un- 

fiTalled excellence f 

The following Queflious will determine. 

T. Are the law»afFc(5ling life, pcrfon, and property, framed 
with the confeat of the King— the Lords— and the commons; 
the lafl fully and fairly reprefented in a third branch of the 
Legiflature ? [ General fufFrage of all freemen prefcnt, the 
ancient pra<5ticc ; contirmcd by ftatote 7th, Henry IV.— but 
rcftric^cd to 4O8. freeholders by 8th Henry VI —[See Note.*] 

IT. Are Ele^ons of Members of Parliament free ? ISUl 

in. Can no man be imprifoned without previous caufe 
ihcwn? [Prt«rw« o/-R/jA/i, (Charles L] 

IV. Can a fubjc(5t except in particular cafes which the law 
has long declared) iniifl on the benefit of a Habeas Corpus; 
and moft a jailor produce in eourt the body of his prifoner, 
and flnew cau^ff^v his detaiuder ? {Habtas Corpus, Chas. II.] 

V. Can the n]();^ane{l fubjcdk be brought to trial only whea 
lawful evidence '^h giv«a agaiafl him f {^Magna Cbarts, 
chap. 47, John.) 

VI. Must <i;f realleged crime be tried by g Jurj, coniifb'ng 
of the Peers of the accufed, refident in the vicinage?-^ 
{Magna Chart a, chap. 48^,) 

VII Is it impoffible, from the nature of the law re(pe<^ng 
Juries, that chey can be unduly impannelled, or packed^ in any 
cafe whatfoever ? 



* The reader cannot ima^ne that univerfal fuffrage, is rc« 
commended by this refertiMe to ancient pradbice ; as the opi- 
nion of the author was explained on that point in number 
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Vin. Cam cxcdCye fines (difproportiooed f. the offtDcCi 
or to the ability of the perfoa to pay them) ncrer be exaded f 
{Mai^a Cbtrta*) 

« . - 

IX. Can no power in the State cxaA exceflive bail ?— 

X. l8 a man*t lieofe ftill bis eaftle--^ho* ** a fttaw built 
(bed/* 9nd thd* ** every wind of ficav«n may whiOle round 
|t, and all the elements of nature enter io.** i (Lord Cbat- 
ham, and the antient pradlice <fi the coniUtotian, prior to 
cxcife and certain other laws.) 

» • . .. 

XI. Cam neicher the Crown, nor its fervants, fell, deny, 

•r defer rifht and jufticeto any man f {Magna Ckarta,) 

Tr thefe are already enjoyed ; if the benefits of the great 
Charter, of the Petition of Rights, of the Bill of Rights, and 
the feveral guards of our liberties confirmed at the RevohitioOi 
ftre ftill in uodiminiflied force, let every man fit down 
contented under his vine, happy in the reflexion that his 
country is free. But if they ate AOt ; the talents of the wife 
and the hearts of all, fliouldbe engaged in their attainment— 
fiecaufe the points enumerated ace eflential to thcBritiih con* 
ftitution. No abufe in the praAice of that conftitution, can 
however be charged io the principle ; We may lament and 
ftrive to remove the one, but we fliould never ceafe to vene- 
rate the other. 

Im no poffible ficuation fliould the people of-thisorany 
country, or age, be tempted to defpair.-*Wl;[cirrtliie cup is 
even ready to overflow, com£ort is at -hand.. It is one of 
the means of Providence, for prcferving a balance in huoun 
ai&irs, that the very eaonnity of an evil ffalall contribute to 
to its cure. 
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AUGUST Itf. 

I. . ■ I . > . r 

Th« total diiufe of armt amongft the lower clafles of peo- 
*■ pie, laid that opulent country (Oarthage) open ; an 
•* cafy and a tempting prey to every invader. This wa« 
•« another eafpital error, and confequently another caiife 
<* Whtch contributed to their ruin. How muftany nation, 
•• like our own, (England) which with refpc»a to the bullk 
** of the people, lies in the fame defincelcfs fituation; how, 
'• I fa^, mud they cenfurc the mighty §tate of Carthage, 
'^ fpreading terror and giving law to the niuft dfflanc nati- 
•* ons by her powerful Aeets, when they fee her at ,thc 
fame time trembling and giving herfelf up for loft, at the 
landing of any invader in her lown territories ?** 
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MONTAGUE; ANCXKMT REPUBLICS* 



It is a principle of the Britiih conftitntfon, that every 
freeman fliould be armed. This is equally his right, and 
his duty. It is a privilege which tends to fecure the poflciCon 
•f every other, againfl- both foreign enemies and ddmeftic 
tyrants : and he Is therefore under an obligation to exercife 
a right of fo much confequence to Society. 

This principle has been handed down to us from the remo^ 
ffe(l antiquity. Notwithftanding the unconftitutional tyranny 
•f game laws, and the reflridlions impofcd on Jioman 
Catbolici in times of jealoufy and diflention, it is at ijhis ma« 
9ient exerciXedin an eminent degree : an^ it is to be hoped 
(Kat the pecphe o^ ^his country will never fuiicr tkeir right to 
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Ths pn^ice tff carrying arms, tiuft neceffarily tank a« 
mong the firft, in point of time, that obtained in every ci'^ii 
fociety :-^but we know, in par iciilar, that it was an eflential 
dutf in feudal times. It was even the condition upon which 
both Lords and Commons held their lands. Hence, their 
titles to their property, were Called Military Tenures. 

So thoroughly was this principle eftabliihed, when the 
Barons extorted Magna Charta from John in 1215, that it 
was thought unneceflary to mention it among their privileges* 
That it was the duty of the p^ple, was plain to every one ; 
for they not only held their eftates by military tenure, but 
were frequently called into the field by their refpetfkive 
chiefi. That it was their right, could not be doubted at 
Runnemede, where the Barons, with their tenants were en* 
camped in defiance of the King. 

It is unnecefiary to feck for proofs of this pra<!ltce in the 
four fuccecding ceDfuries, becanfe the fame fyflem continued; 
and previoufly to the eflabliflimcnt of (landing armies, wan 
were carried on by the proprietors of land. 

Whin the eftablifhoient of Handing armies had rendered 
the pcopfe remifs in performing this duty to their country ^ 
and julUy excited the jealoufy of Parliament— it was thought 
neceflary to remind the King of the rights of his people, and 
to remind the people of their duty. We accordingly find 
articles to the following purport in the bill of rjgbts, i6Sf*-^ 

•*>THa.T the raifing or keeping a Aanding army within the 
kingdom, in time of peace, unleis it be with the eoafcnt iJf 
pariiameot, is againd law. 

»»TiiAT the.fubje<5li which are ProteAants, may have anm 
for their defence, fuitable to fthcir condition^ and as al- 
fowed by law. 

The diftra<fted ftatc of thi« kingdom induced the gover»- 
ment, at feVeral periods, to enforce the obligation of beariog 
arms upon the Englifli and Scotch fcttlers, under heavy penal- 
ties ;•— and in the City ef Dublin in particular, the oath efar 



freeman binds him/ at this day, to be funliihed witli fudh 
armour and weapons as were in uie when the oath was 
framed. 

That this liberty of having arms implied the liberty of 
ARRAYING and EXERCISING IN BODIES, is evident even front 
fuch conhderations as thefe :— That if a man be allowed to 
have arms, he muft be permitted to learn their ufe ; other- 
wife the pcrmifBoii would be nugatory : That if two or 
more citizens be attacked, the law muft necefTarily authorize 
them to co-operate for their mutual defence : That if a neigh- 
bourhood, or town, be expofed to danger, the inhabitants 
muft unite, and learn to avSt together, or their arms would 
be ufelefs ; and a few riotous perfons, or a banditti, might 
pillage each houfe fcparately, and murder the family without 
i&terruption : Thai* if the country be threatened by foreign 
or internal enemies, the people muft^adt in concert, and take 
the mofl cfFcdlual method of making refiflancc. And that 
this cannot be done without providing uniform arms, and 
accoutrements, nor without being regularly difciplincd and 
commaudtd. 

Bi^T beiide thefe general confi derations, we are fupported 
in this opinion by the conflitutional fatfts already mentioned. 
For, zft. Perhaps a principal motive to the formation of fo- 
cieties, was reciprocal defence and co-operation, id. In mi- 
litary times, the people were bound by their leafes,. to em- 
body, when the kingdon was in danger either from abroad 
or at home. 3d. The armour and weapons with which .the 
freemen of cities were required to be furnifhed, would have 
been of little ufe, except in battle array^ And 4th. The bill 
or RIGHTS could not mean to leave any doubt of the confli- 
tutional condudt of its authors,. who had recently exercifed 
this right in effe^^ing the Revolutim, 

Tf any perfon flioald (till hefitate upon this point, his mind 
muftbe fuUy convinced by what has pafTed in our own times : 
for we have feen this principle of common law declared in 
the mo(t folemn and deliberate manner. We have feen both 
houTet of parliament returning thanks to numerous bodies of 
cttlzcnsi reguUrly armed, difciplined and embodied, without 
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reetmni^ pay or may other and, or ackoowlb^Bg; atof aiE^ 
tary (uhjca^ to the cxcciuive power. Nay^^ ^1a$e% 
InmfeM' intimated hi* concorrcnce with ibe JLords an^Coitf' 
mom, by rcceivisg' a depMtattoa from the Voliiaiccr» ol 

It is rncontroTcrffble, tKat tiM recent impwfcjBcut mailf 
Sh the conftitutioft of Ix^knd, and the cxtenfib» of ber trailer 
aV wett a* her fcctrrtty fronr htvafion darmg the Axaerican war, 
are to be afcribcd to the diTcfpliiie oi'the Volooteert, asd to: 
the formidable bodies which leamed t»a^ togetfael^atRe^ 
views : for had fcvery mdifvidvil ftbod ale&e, ' the people 
would have lieen tmly tke'niore defpife4oo acoouot of tb^ir 
itmplicity, m providin^g tkemre1v«» whir am» wkttJi they 
wen; incapable' of 'trfiitg. The approbaitfoi^ aH big- MsBJefiy 
and the two Honfet, wa» hot tkereinre cooferrcd ttpoii.thcn» 
as iDdiTiduat» ; for a» Vmcbnn€<^ed>iidfvrdual9{ thiey conM not 
have cffe\^d any of the purpofes fbr^ which they recn>^ 
cd thb approbation, k waa given to thent> as aik arrisy, 
which had equipped rtfelf for ad^emFIervJce, wkhoot re^irfng 
any affiftaocc IVonk goYsmmeiit. 

Still, perhaps, fame tknoront pcrl^Bs maT be prcveenled 

from yielding lo the force of thefe argtuneitts, by their fcan. 

They may thmk that goverikment cdbtd not be carried on, M 

all the people were at^ed. la my opinion, this i»tbe ve»y 

circwmftance which renders the Volunteer aifociatKoni all- 

pbwerfui in 0&ing^ ^g^^'t anJ r imp'okrnt in aiStrng wrong; 

If indeed only a cercarn delcrfption'of the people were armed* 

they mnft become kirmidaNe botb to g^vcniaieat', and 

their fellow-citizens. Biit when the TeKinuers a»d tW 

people are in Sa6t the fame body, it h plain that the peopW 

have nothing to fear, and A » eqitaJly evvdcnt that gbvehi- 

fuent is fafe from bero? orcr-ruled by a^fa^ion. If indeed » 

whole nation in arms, ihonld concur in demandmg a rt^btm 

of mrievanccs, and an admintilratioa fhoi^ld refiiie fb comply; 

h mi^ht then tremble ; and who is there that would hairc it 

other wife' ? V^ere all the peopH on one ^de^^aod their iervanta 

on the otitcr ; the pcoi>le woulid commCand, and their iercantt 

mud obey;. Eui9 »i> the regular coufk of afl^rrs, when gOK 

v^rnoiena HiucUes the inte^eli of t^ n^ion, .the ii»tio» .BQBg 
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«raied wifl tattc care that they maii meet witTino oTjftru^tion 
ia the difcharge of their duty ; QO petty infurFcdtioa will dace 
to ibew its head; no formidabk rebeilioa, to raife its creft. 

It is the interefl of every w^I meaning g6vcr«meBt, that 
our military aiPaciatione fhouici flouriAi even in time of peace; 
but on the' eve -cf a war, it would be madnels or treafonito 
difeourage them. Admintftratioa fliould thea fulicit tibeir 
aflxftaace, for they are tfie only force which can pr«tedb 
the country, by land. How could laELANB be protecSled 
from, a French mvafion by i%flQO men, efie^'ves aad 
oqn«cfie&ivet, cantoned tbroughovt tf^ kingdom ; :a 
great part of (hem aeceflary for garrifm duty, and for tlw 
execution of the laws 1 she must tucn DErENJD won tile 
voLaNTEKa ARMY ; iaexhauflbible in p«int of numbers, quar- 
tered in every par|{h, intimately acquainted widi tl>e cuuh- 
try, and. equally infierefted aad aBtre|>id ia the defence of 
their liberties. 



\* The following EitraAs arc made from Irifli adb cf Ed- 
ward the Fourth, rather a« matter oficurioiity, than «§ 
connedled with this publication. 

«TATUB V. OP EO.fT. CHAP. IT, 

An adb that every Engfi^man, andtrifltman, that ^hv^Tletli 
with Englishmen, between fixtv and fixtee^ in years, tthatl 
have an Englilh bow and arrows. 

Hot. Par. Cap. 17, 
iTtM. At the requeft of the Comrnons that confideration 
had to the great number of Irifhmen, rhat exceed greatly tbe 
Engli^ people, that in force and augmentation tif the fCing*» 
lieges, it is ordeyned by the fame parliament that every En- 
glidunan and Triihman that dwell with Englifhmen and fpeak 
Engliih, that be between lixty and iii:teen in age, fhall have 
an EhgliCh bow of his own length, and one fid mea! at the 
leaft betwixt the necks, with twelve fhafts of the length «f 
three-fourths of the ftandard ; the bows of yew, wycb, haflefi 
afh, awburn, at any other reafonable tree, according to their 
power, and the fliafttf in the fame ' manner, within two 
momht next after the publication Of Ihe >«ftatnte| upon paiA 
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of two pence a noneth, from moncth to other, for that J|e 
ihall have and continue the bow and (hafts, and in lieu of 
the bow and fhaftt broken apd loft to have new under pane 
of two-pence cverjr moncth tiH it be done, and yet not pro- 
.hlbiting gentlemen on horfeback to fide according to tiveir 
beft difpofitions, to ride with fpear, £» that they Ikivc bow> 
with their men for time of necellity.' 



CHAP-. T, 



An adl for having a.conftable in every town, and a pair of 
butts for £hooting, and that every man betwiK.t fijty and (Ix- 
teen ihall flioot every holyday at the fame butts. 

Rot. Par. Cap. 18. 

At the reqneft of the Commons it is ordayned and eAablifii- 
cd by authority of faid Parliament, that in* every Englifh 
town of this land that pafs three houfes holden by tenants, 
where no other prelident is, be chofen by his -neighbours, or 
by the Lord of the fame town, one conOable to be prefident 
and governor of the fame town in afl things that pertain to 
the common rules of the fame town, as in ordinance of night- 
watch, from Michaelmas to £af(er, yearfy, under pain of 
three -pence every night ; and alfo to ordayne one pair oC 
butts for (hooting withiti the town, or well neere, upon 
cud and labour of the faid town, under pane of two 
(hillings from one moneth to the other, from the publicatipo 
hereof till the conClable be made,. and the butts alfo, and tkst 
every man in the fame toWn in fuch hour as the conftable, or 
his deputy of his neighbours (hall . aflign, that is, between 
(ixty and iittcen, fnufl be before the confUbk, or his depat/t 
at the fame butts, and (lioot up and down three times cveiy 
feafl day betwixt the fird day of March and the lad day of 
July, under pane of one haif -penny for every day, and that all 
thei'e panes be levied off their goods or wages trom moncth to 
moneth by the conftable, to be fpeut in; the (IreBgthenii^.cif 
the fame town, or otherwife in> his default to he kyied l|yjdi^ 
wardcin of the place, and that the panes loft be fpent upOB 
the towns when the faid panes rifeth. 
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rmuQHrs 
w Tffs BRitisH coMnnmoi/. 

* Tat Df;nioGra«(«« in thU quarter of the world arc inconil^ 
** dcrabie ul pow«r ; but, Sf that tutnuituary iffrm of Qo* 
** verument ihooid be ee-cftabiidied in great Seatts, and 
** popular Afi«mbliesagata1entniflcd withe>eoutiv«fan^t« 
" ons, ought not the priiiciplct cftablifliod io this difooudc 
^ tocoavin/ce us that fueh aflembKcs wouU abufe- power 
" twwy as ^Foi>ly at they did formerly ? is it not to be 
" dreaded that the ancieat barbarities would be reaewcd^' 
" the manuefs of meo again uiotcd with a favagc Urodtf^ 
** and thofe eoormitics, the bate deforiptioa of whioh is 
*" ihockinf^ to •hunian nature, be ijt)tfioduced, ic^AUd^ 
** and gradually become familiar V* 

GILLI-S'S Lirt OT LTSIAS AND ISOCRATKf. 



Tst Britiflt Conftitution has been fometlmes compared 
^'iih NEW OR IMAGINARY Rcpublies.*-»It may not therefore 
^e inexpedient to compare it with thofe Republican Forms 
of Oevernmeiit which we know to be ancient, and to have 
hctn reduced to pradlice. A complete contrail would indeed 
he impra<5li cable in the fpace and time allotted to publications 
of this kind. All thftt can be aimed at is to fuggell a few 
hintii, which inay induce my readers Co profecutc the fame 
train of thoughts. 

From the pacific declarations of the French Republic, thp* 
not ydt verified by ^perience, it has been concluded that ;f 
all European States adopted the Republican Form, tvan 
vrottld ce de*— a nd the frequency of boftilicies among modera 
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nationshas been afcribed to their Monarchical Governmenti.** 
How fuch an idea fliouid enter the head of any man vho h«i 
erer reati- hlftory, it to me altogttlier iinaccouatable ; kt 
ci/try one knows that sparta* atbcns, and aboyeall,ioMc, 
were the moft rcftlefs, ambitioui, and warlike (lat^ eyeaof 
ancient times ; and that therf is Qot one modern, nation that 
can IVand in competition with them in this refped^. Uiioot 
neceCary, however, to feek for examples bcyoQ^ wta; 
for the ancient ftate of that country is a cafe in poioti 
Were Smtft covered with Republics, (he woul4 be a fccood 
Greece, on a largef fcale; and the inceffant .a|id ddpcry 
contefts which w^re fupportedby thofe ancient ihues, vofla 
be renewed ; with this diflEcrencc, that holiilities would hit 
longer, and be more dcflru^ive. The. Cominoawcalih d 
England was fcarcety formed, when it engaged in a deipente 
war with the i^r^M^/ir of Holland. : and t.he Cantons of S«it- 
cefland have lupplied every (late io £urop« wit&troeps* 
Republics therefore are fond of war. Nor (houM th» pro* 
pcnfity appear ftraoge to any one.; for the caufiB^itiivcrf 
obvious* . .., . 

In BRITAIN, wbcf^ the prerogative of war apd, peace n 
veded. in the King, we know that though an ip^ipriou 
peace may fomctimes be concluded, and annnpni^^^ ^^ 
ilecUred, thei-ie are many obilacles in the way of both tlie one 
and the othc^. A regard to the fenfe of the public^ 9^^ P^* 
ticularly of the two houfes/is even at tliis day 'a ^wcrfol 
rcflraint, ks t\'e have k'epeatedly experienced vitjik > ^ 
years, particoiarly in the'Rufpan drmamcnt} and.M stitli* 
the King, nor his principal ad^i(Vrg, are military tptA, the 
.mad paifion for military ghry can have little itiiimoatt, 

Bui"in* Rep^lics, it is leafy to enflame the rj:fcstiDe&t, 
the avarice, or the ambition of a popular aflcnMX* '"^ 
thcrt is always a nifmber of demagogues and defpc;r^tffwonii* 

men, Hurhofc baffion is famej and whofc iatcrcdnbcftp"** 
moted by phbllc confuiion and foreign wars. .^.> 

Kow if wart would continue under Repnblicift :fsa^h << 
is plain, that they could uOt be earned on withoAt/«f^'9 



nits: Some of the ancient Republics wefe .military eom^ 
inities. "The Citizens were not only foldiert, Vut the^ 
re nothing clfe. Rome and sparta were ^firn/!»iti ; from • 
ich drafts and. detachments might be made without any 
terial change in their mode of liviQg; nay fometimea, 
:ual fcrvice was cftecmed a- relaxation from duty, land a 
:rative employment. But in the tranqoii, commercial 
te of modern JEurope, the iohabitfiott-wouid fearcdyAirook 
be ordered into camp, and| would th^nkrt a ftrajige comf» 
eacemeut of JLioerty and Equality, to be tr.anfpi»rtcd for 
7en yej|rs to Gibraitar^ Africa^ox thcEafi Indies^ 

Staroimi^ armies therefore would ^/7/ be neccflary: and 

little reflexion- will convince any than that tliey are more 

nnidable in RepubNcs than in Monarchies. Romk, it is 

:ll known, was frequently overrun, and at length deftroyed, 

en by an army of her own children. Her rival carthagc^ 

lijch like Engiand was a commercial ftatc» and found it 

'"p«r and ca^r to buy foldicrs, than to fight her own bat- 

et, was bnnght to tl.e. brink of dtflrut^ion by. an army of 

reigq mercenaries —In the time of ckomwell, the Engiifh 

mmonwealth was governed by a coumcU 9/ ^Jpcers; and 

on after, the army <if the Commonwealth reftored ChaF- 

II- without condition or flipulation. The long Parliament 

IS as able and virtuou« a body of men as ever Xat in any 

"^tc : yet the rcfuh of their elTyrts, was mi itary tyranny 

^ Crom'Iftellian ufurpation ; rendered hereditary in the 

(fon of Richard Cromwell, and I'upprelled only to iuake 

iy for the profligate and licentious Charles. 

P»OM thefe fadts it will alfo appear that European Repub» 
• tnnnot be exempt from taxes. A popular Government 
7 no doubt be condu^Sed at Ipfs exprnce than a Mooax-, 
I but when a National Aifemtly, a ftanding/aimy, a 
^rful navy, and frequent wars are to be. fupportcd, in 
»>on to the ordinary expences of Government,— the pco- 
Tnu([ be fubjc<5l to heavy impods^ America indeed is 
~>y in this rcfpedt ; hot it i& awing to faer renihtc fitoatiob, 
even America, though without army, or navy, in fub-. 
Ito many taxes, particularly a heavy £xciie, which even 
■w exciting difcoatcnt. 
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k -tiarlike fiatt^ ttkt cofofeqn^ntly liable to the defpoHfinofi 
Aanding artny, afid fubj^ to grtevoiu tafet ; fo it might be 
^fily fliewii that it tkrouM be )0 able to beaJ" thefeburdoi 
rhaA fuch a kiojgdoni as Etiglaiu} : ibr cbMttaaci uoot dfl* 
J^enial with a RepublicatI Goiftmrnettt. 

The (hiMlity of a Republic .depends on a coofidtfal)!? de* 
pt.t of equality asaong the .cUiaens, to point of pto^f^> 
This can be maintained only- by dtfcotiraging commerce; ^; 
Agrarian Laws ; by TiolaUBg ibe right of a man to beqoot^ 
liii property ; or by fimiiar contrivance^, which ha?c afl* 
ally been rec6n\nitndei| by fOAie popular writaft. A flaK 
in which fuch a dif parity of WvaHh exifls ^ is to be ioend i 
'prcfenf in England, could not long continue under a Repi'^ 
lican GoTcrnment : and thia difparity would fooa U" 
place m a £ree commercial country. It is probable, tbeci 
that extenfiv^ and profperoub commerce .would be fatal to' 
Republic. Now, we all know, that in England, on the ^ 
trary, Cbmknerce was the parent and nurie of liberty. 

It haa been already obfcryed,. that deiQocratiral Govci* 
mcnts.arc peculiarly expofed to the (k)rni8 of faction. ^ 
all the ftates of Greece," fays Mootagiie, " Athen«"vhicJ 
was the head of the democratical- confederacy " nuy^ 
snoftflridlly termed the feat of faaion." But they are fi)i» 
jelSt to a greater evil than this«— i mean the eife^ of l«rof 
intrigues and bribery. It is the nature of dcnwcratlcalR* 
publics to be influenced by men of popular taknti, wbo >' 
often in indigent circumftances, A very fmall fummap 
a great objedk to one of thcfc Demagogues : and his itm 
Hiip may be of immenfe value fo a (late which is carryicS^ 
war, or negociating' with his country. To expcd that tot 
temptations will be rcfifled, or to imagine that a po 
?5*cmbly may not be deluded by an artful leader, i»w 
c\arc profound ignorance both of mbdcra and 
times. 

This is the fide in which rRAivcs will be moft tafily^ 
dtd ; and if \ttt xovchrthent coirtinue ia its prcfeot forfli 
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Is probable fhe may, in time, fall a Tid^im to foreign infla* 
ence, and^otneftic t^lacl^ery ^for rytry Kurapeitii ftafe may 
have agents in her aiTembly, who will either facrifice her 
intercfts to their employers, or occafion fuch general diftruft 
In the natidi', that they will be hurried into ibme defperate 
expedient as a cure forihcir<iiAfa(5iions«*i^a(^ualiy hap- 
pened in jSmi^/m J iit the HESTORATION. 

Those who have mod ftreQuou^y ofafedled to any argu- 
ments drawn from the. Theory of the ^HtiHi Conftituti^n, 
have ve^f incoiififtcntly argued from ahftraSi democratical 
notions, that have never been, put in e^cecutioa. In this pa- 
per I have fet afide bot^ tbilories, ami appealed to izpb- 
EiBNCE. From ^zperteoce it has appeared, that an Eu- 
ropean Riepublic would naturally be reftlcfs, fa<Stiou8, ambi- 
tious', and ezpofed t^ ft^i^ent deOmtftive wars; that tbefe 
mud be condudked by flandfng armies an^ navies ; that thefe 
will require high taxes in adaitioa to thofe which are necef- 
lary for the internal government; that without commerce, 
tt will be unable to Support fuch burdens; and wkk it, the 
people will foon become,, by inequality of property, unfit 
for a democratical conftitucion : an^ finaUy, fhait befide the 
•confeqil^nces of inteflrine dfivilions, its intcrefb wiU be toa» 

Wually BtTEATiO TO in CMlUrEY-, 
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Tbat people (the Atheniant) highly fufceptib^e, a» thcj 
^ are, oflhrely and tran^«nt fenfations, ftand^diflinguiilicd 
* beyond all other nations, for uniting |he meft difcor-- 
** dant qualities, and fucli m may be moflfejifily abufed to^ 
•• mxHcad them." ,^ 



It 18 iFcry obfervable that the vn-iters "who lately acquired 
the greateft afcendancy over the public n!itnd» 4l'eiy nothing 
from Birroay. This mud have been o^cafioncd. either by 
ignoranee, by a dcfire of impofing on their reader), or by an. 
opinion that we are not only wiier than . all* our predecefibrs, 
but fo "well acquainted with the principles ofpoUtics, tkae 
we cannot derive any benefit from their wi£dom> or experw. 
cnce..' Ignorance or impoftuM, it would be uncivif to im- 
pute : nor can we charge them wiih fuch Xdf-fuiBcieney au4^ 
prefumption a« are implied by the UA fuppofition, witlniuif 
fufpedliDg th^. of the greateft abfurdsty-— for every wiit 
man knows that he may receive advantage from « know- 
ledge of the fuccefs, the miiibrttfiieft, and the obfi^r^aliooa 
even of a wcf^k osne. , Yet^ upon Ma idea, feems to be found- 
ed that common notion, fo /atourable to indoleiiee ai^ ig- 
norance, that AijiEw JBAA has-cummeuced, jliat Gcwcru^ 
mcnts are infutur^.tp be cotifticuted upon ma]^im%ientirely 
new, and that tbefatSlrft fccprd^il in Hiftory. cannot apply 
to Conflitutions wiiicli bear no rcfemUaace to ancient fohiM 
of Government. 

( It is faid in particular, tha|,j| Legiftature fitrIelY* RBPRe- 
tEKTATivE, is, a modern toventtoor, and of coutfe that ocne 
of the obfcrvatipnft drawn from the s/i^RepubKcs^ are appli* 
cable to it. If this plan were indeed fo recent as it i^faitf 
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tt) he, U would be yeiyVable to fofpicion, for it would come 
under the dcfcription pf ah ex|;>criineBt } ai|4 :^ep^c would 
naturally prefer a govcrament which had, for a great length 
«f time flood the tcft of ezperienee, to a mere novelty. 

Bt7T in fa<!t it is not a novelty. "Reprefentation has had 
a (hare in many Conftitutions : and there is in ancient hif- 
tory an inRaiice of a pure reprefcnta(iye.>^f;ippcratical 
Republic, which is nearly th^ counterpa^rtof th^iplaa latelj 
fiibmittcd to the French. — This Republic is ath^^$, from 
ivhich many of the obfervatioas in ^o|-i^er nun|b|;r;^ of.thicie 
thoughts have been drawn, .h* i»^ ' 

Since the political fyfteni lately introduced into France it 
xonfidered by many as a newdifcovrry, it may* not be unfea- 
fonable to poiutout the particulars in which it rffemblts th^ 
Grecian policy: '^ndiince it is looked upon as ,/|-> contrail to " 
the impcrfe<ft form of Government eftabiilhed in |Ngi.amo, h. 
cannot be irrelevant to the intention of thjs |)n^Ucation, to ■ ■. 
flate th<; effedls produced by this plan upon a people wh^.f 
have always been thought to bear a remarkable refemblauce . '• 
to the French, It is obvious that upon fuch extenfive fubn .• 
jedls, a few hints mud fiiffice. ' A full difcudion would fill^, > 
volume, and might laudably employ the pen of f^me . cmi«> v 
Dcnt fcbolar and politician. .,.,<.> 

Iw ATTICA as in FKANcx, thc Sovereignty refided in the ^. 
people; who claimed and exercifed the right of adli.fij^ in . 
their colle^ive capacity, -as often as they thought proper^ 
But as the adminiftration of public affairs could not be con- 
.du<5tcd by fo numerous a body, they vefted the powers of Gv^ ^ 
, vcrnmeut, in ordinary cafes, in a Senate. In Athens hew- 
ever, the injCerfcrcnceoflhepoople was much more frequent 
than in France, in coofcquenct of the very confined limits 
of its territory. • 

The people, that they might perform the fuBi^ions which 
they rtitvye^ tQ- themfelves, were divided into certain dif- 
tri«^Sy called pf hoi. Of thefe there were in Attica 274. 
They may be compared to the Cemmu/KS or Sedmt in France. 
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£aci Se^ioii wat under the dire^on of a fet of OMcefi 
catUd OKMARC98» It was their bufinefs to aflfemble the inha* 
bitantsoQ public occafions ; to keep a regiftry of the Citizens 
reftdent in the diftri(5l ; to preflde at the detSiioD of Senators 
and Magidrttek, &c. In all thefe Qerpe<Ss they bore aa exaA 
icfemblancc to the Mwfou dt ttjfftmhltt primaire. 

At thefe eledtions in both conntries, the peofefl citizen^ 
^irere capable ofele<fting, and being cIeAe4 ; eicept they had 
Wen precluded by convidion of certain crimes. The mean-, 
cA citisens were eligible to the higheft dfllces : and foreigners 
when naturalized, had all the privileges of citizens. In the 
. admiifion of new citisensi however, the iitbeaians were 
fkti^r than the French. The eleiltors of courfc were 
more fele<ft in Attica tiun in France, even after the tim^ 
jof aaisTi»E8» who extended the privileges of the lower 
orders ; and the candid&tcs wcrefubje<5l to a fevere fcrutinj, 
^forc they could be propofed. 

Trk Ditbi^^s of Attica were claiTed under ten tribes, an« 
Ywering to the Departments of France ; each of which appoint* 
cd fifty reprefentatives to the Senate. The members for each 
tribe, formed a committee, and every committee in its turn 
preiided for 35 days over the affairs of the State, during 
which time it was called the prytant. Ten deputies of the 
committee, conftituted a ytf^omtnittce, who were 'filled 
Yaoaoai, held their oiSice for a week, and fcem to anfwer 
40 the French Executive duncii. One of thejr number pr^- 
£ded every day; and was alfo ^rcfident, or zpistat^^ of 
the Senate* 

This iSenati, like the Zegi/tative Jtffemhly, cxercifed a cori- 
£derable (hare of the executive Oovcrnment.— It's members 
mod have attained the age of thirty years, previous to eleo 
tion. They Tat every day ; and to guard againft vacancies, 
the people in the Primary Aflemblies appointed kpilacmons, 
4>r SuppJeaps^ as i^ubiii lutes Ibr ithofe who iright die or be 
expelled. . 

The SENATE, like the Leglftative Ajemhfy, was eledted an- 
nuully ; and the deputies received daily wages. It might 
make decrees, which continued in force for a year ; and in 
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erdinary cafes, it had a previous negative on the delibera^ 
tions of the people, but its more important aAs were fub- 
mitted to the General Affcmbly for fandlion ; as the French 
^.ffembly refers matters of fingular moment to the department s» 
—Upon this part of solon's plan, the Scythian philofophef 
ihrewdly obfcrvcd— that in Athens wife men were to delibe- 
rate, and fiois to decide. 

The free citizens of Athens were sot as numerous in pro* 
poition to the reft of the inhabitants as thofc of France, 
but they were more fully reprefentcd ; for beilde their pcr- 
fonal attendance in the Affcmbly of the people, there was a 
reprcfentative for every forty citizens. 

Lastly, the fame diftlncSVion took p^ace between decreet 
«nd laws, in each ftate.— ** A law is diftinguidied by its uni- 
" vcrfality and its indefinite duration. A decree is confined 
'* to a certain diflrivSb, particular individuals, or a limited 
•* periodof time."— [French Conftitution— Tit. VIII. § II. 4.] 

All magiftrates, and other public officers^ were chofen 
annually as in France, by opfen fuffragc, ballot, .or lbi\ 
The laft mode of deciding among the candidates, was very 
common ; and probably arofe from long ezpcriepce of the 
caprice or coicruption of the multitude. 

r 

SoMBof thefe, after having difchargcd the higheft ofUces 
in the ftate, with unqueftionable wifdom and integrify, were 
admitted into the court of arbopagus, for life. 

Other magiftrates prefided as judges in different courts, 
while they were in office. 

All judges therefore were fleBive as in France ; and like 
the French ones were alUftcd by juries. 

The jurors were very numerous, often 500; and on fome 
occaHoDs, even fix tboufand ; and received competifation for 
their attendance. 

Some of the judges went circuity and refembled Lei Cen* 
fiurs Judiciarcs, 

M m 
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Sbould the parties choofe to decide their dificrence by 'ar- 
bitration, their right to do fo is cxprcfsly afcertained in both 
coBftitutions. 

The vutbuni of Athens correfponded -with le Bureau 4e 
Ccmpebilitet or commifUoners of accounu in France. 

These are fome of the principal points in which tlioie two 
forms of government coincided. It would be eafy to mention 
others in which they differed, and in which the Athenians 
had the advanta£D"-accordlng to the modern fyftcm of 
politics. / 

Thus the mais of the people more frequmtly adbed in 
fer/QH* The reprefentation was more complete.-— The epis- 
*TATEs, or prefident of the Senate, and principal ofii^r of 
flate, held his office but Q»e iay^ and could not be chofcn a 
fecond time. 

Tbbii« is another cirtttmftance in which the Greeks were 
' luperior— *' It is a great advantage,** fays an enlightened 
'French author, ** that the nature of the Democracy r Athens) 
•* rendered delays and enquiries uecelTary, in matters of Ic- 
** giflation :** but he fubjoins an obfervation equally appb'ca- 
ble tt>'bc>th— -^ it is often a great misfortune that they are no 
** lefs unavoidable on occafions that call for celerity and 
'< difpatch.**— Barthelemi. Le peuple a toujoun trop.d'ac- 
tion, ou trop peu.' Quelqaefuis, avec cent mille bras, il 
renverfc tout; quelquefois avec cent mille pieds il oe va 
que comme les infe<fles* Montefquieu, Mfprit St Loix Uv. 
II. ck^ a*— The people liavc always cither too much a6kivity, 
or too little. Sometimes, with an hundred thottfaodarms, t^ 
overturn every thing ; fometimes with an hundred thouiand 
ieet, thffy evawl like infe<5lsi 

These remarks will fatisfy the reader, that the French tnfii- 
'ImIUh U iM a finptlar fhenomenon. Now if this plan was formei^ 
-ly carried into cxecutfon-^rfae next qtteftion that artfes is, 
HOW DID IT opEEATS?— From its pad operation, we may 
form conjedtures concertiing its future efitiSU. The refult of 
^/tani trial may be mx>rc or lefs favourable than the £xi^ 



in a certain degree, according to the charadter and fituatioii 
of the people upon whom it is made : but while mankind 
continues the fame fpecies, the events of iimilar experiments 
cannot eflentially differ. 

Attica, .as welT as France, was originally under a kingly 
government. It adopted the republican form, for a very 
whimfical reafon. Codrus, their laft King, was fo good, 
that they determined never to have another. 

Thc conftitutlon of- Athens was fcarcely ormed, when 
PISISTRATU8, ,by his popular talents, obtained an abfolufc 
afcendaocy over the people, and left his fons in poffeilion of 

the fuprcme power. 

• • • 

T BOUGH they were difpofleffcd by a fccond Revolution, 
the hiftory of Athen8 is, in a great meafure, a hiftory of de* 
magoguct, who fuccclFively excrcifcd all the powers and com- 
manded the rreafures of the ftate; as the hiQory of an abfu- 
lute monarchy is little more than an account of its Kings. 
Some of thefc were men of tranfceodant abilitiesand virtues : 
but others were dtfttoguiOicd only by a profligate audacity. 
Cleon and alcibiaoes, were equally powerful, witJi 

THEMISTOCLES and ARJ8TIDES. 

SoMB of thefe great men wcreinjuriouHy fufpc«Stcd of beisg 
fubfervicni to foreign povivrs, and others of a clafs infericnr 
in talents, the* not in iuHuence,. we know to have been 

Between a mean diflruft of the heft citizens, and a blind 
confidence in bale dccUiaiers^ the fUte was incelTantly cUf- 
trac^ed by hoftiie faeHons. This fpirit of jealoufy at ic»i;th 
arofe to fuch'a height, that no citissen of fujjcrtor merit 
could live in Athens. ** It is the commoa fault o^ great awd 
** free dates, that enyy in the concomitant of glory ; andtUac 
'* the multitude have a pleafure in humbling ail who rile 
'* above their own level. The poor can never bearto.be 
** fpedUtors of opulence. Chabrias, therefore, abfented 
** himfelf as much as poffible from Athens : and not 
'* only he, but all the mod eminent nitu did the fame. 
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'* knoTviDg that to be free from envy, they mud abandoi 
** their country. Thus Conon lived in Cyprus \ Iphicrates, 
" in Thrace ; Timothcus, in Lelbos ; Chabrias, at Sigxum." 
— Ncpos in Chab :-«— 

Sal LUST tells us that ingratitude is a virtue in a Republic, 
and that it is reckoned much better to forget a kindnefs than 
an injury ; to negIe<S^ a benefadVor, than pardon a crimtoaL 
•* <n republica multo prazftat bcneficii, quam malciicii, im- 
" mcmorem efic. Bonus tantummodo fegnior fit, ubi negli- 
'* gas, at malus improbior. Ad hoc, fi injurix noa fint, 
*' haud fxpe auxilii egeas." 

It is not uncommon for democratical ilates to wreak their 
vengtance on unfortunate, though meritorious commanders : 
but the Athenians carried this, h'ke every other feature of 
their republican character, to the moft enormous cxcefs, 
when they executed the fix Admirals who had gained the 
gloriqus vi(£lory of Atginufts ; for a ncglcdt, falfcly imputed to 
t!iem, of collediing the bodies of the dead for burial. Some 
fymptoms of the fame envious and ungrateful fpirit appear 
in the world, even at this day. In Latin, public odium and 
envy arc cxprcffed by the fame word, Invidia. 

In Athens as in Rome, the only cure that the popular 
kaders could devife for thefe diforders, was a feries of ruin- 
ous wARs,.chiefly with Republics, The Peloponeilian laAed 
for twenty iix campaigns. 

During thefe wars, the people feemed to change their 
charadter. They gloried in being the only people who had 
ere<5ted an Altar to Mercy, yet their vitStories were often 
Hained with alniofl unexampled avarice and cruelty. They 
doomed to dcftrudbion thofe free cities which had reiifleit 
them in a war of iniquitous revenue; and of their operations 
againft aridocratical Republics, we have this fummary and 
memorable account given by Montague—" Where the Athc- 
** nians were vl<5lors, democracy was fettled, or rcftored; 
** and the people glutted their revenge with the blood of the 
« nobility !" 
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Thit thcmfelvet fell twice under the defpotic power of 
their cwo citizens. The firfl fadlion was compofed of four 
hundred ; the lad of thirty ; fupported by a hoftilc ftate, and 
known by the name of the Thirty Tyrants, 

As to their internal management, their popular aflcmbly 
was a fcene of fadlion, clamour, confufion and inconfiftency. 
When it loft the charm of novelty, the attendance of the 
people was to be obtained only by a pecuniary allowance. 
By this erpcdient all the necefHtous and profligate were 
drawn together : the beft citizens defpifed both the company 
and the temptation . This expedient however was fo nectf- 
fary, that the comic and fatirical poet aristophanes, 
praifing Plutus, the God of riches, aiks, 

r Is it not he that conflitutes our afTembly ? 

Juries were coIIctSled by the fame mercenary means, and 
we may guefs how they were compofed. 

Xt length when public and private virtue was completely 
undermined ; when plays and ihcws brcomc the occupation 
of the people ; when phocion and other mafter fpirits de- 
fpaired of the na^tional morals; when a band of orators, in 
tke pay of foreign powers, affumcd the diredlion of the 
people,— they fell at a iingle blow, under the dominion of 
Philip. By their condu<5l for feveral generations after, fhey 
ihewed that tliey were as incapable of fubmittipg to flavery, 
as of enjoying liberty. 

Whether /i* /r^wf A Republic will run the fame cou»-re, 
pofterity will decide. Whether it has begun it, is a point of 
which we may judge. Whether or not fuch a government is 
preferable to that of England, every one will determine for 
himfclf. Whether it is adapted to extenfive dominions, has 
been declared by Montefquieu. ** II eft de la nature d'une 
Rcpublique, qu*elle n*ait qu'un petit territoire : fans ceU 
elle nc peutgucre fublifter. Dans un grand Republique, il 
y a degrandet fortunes, ct par confcquent peu dc moderati- 
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** on daos let efpritt : il y a trap grands d^fpotl a mettre m* 
*' trc let maint d*uo citoycn .'*— -It tseiTcntial to a rrpublic to 
have a confined territory. Without thit it cannot long exifV. 
In an exteniive Republic there muft be large properties, confc- 
quearly little moderation ; and the public tniftt will be too 
^eat to be lodged in the handt of a citizen. 



ocTOBca 30. 7793. 

That the French Statefmen and Philofophers have taken 
Athens for their model, may be furtbet prcfumcd from their 
divifion of time. The Athenian months were divided into 
decads : the day» were named according to their order in 
each decad a and the lafl day of the month was alfo called af- 
ter Demetrius PoUurcctcs, a benefadbor of their Siace. The 
months took their names fron> their feftivals, in honour of 
certain remarkable events 'and celebrated heroes, by which 
each of them was didinguiflied. In both countries, time w^as 
divided into periods of four years. In both, thefe periods 
were denominated olympiads ; and as each olympiad amon^ 
the Greeks was concluded by the olymprc games, Co the 
French are to ciofe their ul^rapiada with civic garnet* 



( »7I 

rnouGHTS 
f)ir THE BRITISH comrrTuriON. 



No. XVII. 



« 



OCTOBER ^," 

AuT me amor negotii fufccpti fallit, aut nulla unquam 

** Refpublica nee major, nee fandtior, nee bonis exempUf 

« dilior fuit," 

Lit : 

I am either deceived by a partialitj for my fubjeft, of 
** 'there never wa» a Commonwealth, greater, more 
'* venerabje, or richer in tioble examples.'* 



The plan of this publication requires leveral additional 
papers, but the time of the writers will only admit of 
a few. The buiinefs of thefc concluding effays fliall there- 
fore he to point out two of thofe fubjedb which have 
not yet come under difcuifion, though of great importance 
and worthy of a diftinA and copious elucidation. 

The fir'fl is the admirable principles of the common law, 
and the praAice of our criminal jurisprudence. A ju{l 
delineation of thefe fubje^s would give the inhabitants of 
this country a much more exalted idea of its conftitution than 
they now entertain, when the generality of them are naturally 
prone and feduloiiily taught to dwell on minute blemifhet 
•r nnavoidable inconveniences : and it would at the fame 
time form a flriking contraft with the crudities of modern fy- 
ftems. It could not fail to give an Irifliman of humble con- 
dition a lively fenfation of both pleafure and pride, to com- 
pare the procefs and the evidence neceflary co his conviiftioti 
and punifliment, with that which in France decides tlie 
fate of a General or a King. 

The other ^oint, on which it wonkl be defirable to fee 
a copious publication is this : that the firitiih conilitution not 
only poflcfo a diAingHiiibed advantage io its fuiiceptibiltty 
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of iniproTcmeat, but hai a<Slua)l7 been progreffive frpm the 
cooqucft. Though the illuftratioD of this aflcFtien might 
fecm ao arduous and even an abfurd attempt to the majority 
of the people, yet to any one converfant with hiftory the 
fadt would be plain and the proof eafy. Perhaps it would 
appear, on fuch an enquiry, impoflible to feledt a period 
of fif^y years in the hidory of England, fince the connitutioa 
aflumed a regular form, in which it has not gained additiohal 
llrength ; though poiBbly no one year could be named, in 
which the whole people, or a very great proportion of them, 
did not think it was fuffering dilapidation and falling to 
decay. Nay more, this Arange propeniity contributes more 
than any thing el fe to the {lability of tbatconfUtution, the 
ruin of which 'they are continually deploring. The reafoa 
of this difcontented temper is, that men are not only more 
fcnfible of grievances than of privileges ; but an iunovatiDa 
is generally of a more glaring nature, and excites more at- 
tention, than an additional fecurity to liberty. An extenfion 
of freedom, is no more than their right : a limitation of it, 
is both an injury and an infult. . That this jealoufy will 
tend to fecure the inviolability of the beloved objcdl re- 
quires no illudration* 

Though all the fadb that might be adduced to eflabliHi 
this point cannot be brought forward in a paper of this 
kind, I {hall mention a few of ' them. — By William the 
Conqueror, who reigned in the latter end of the eleventh 
century, the Saxon conflitution was abolilhed, the feudal 
fyftem in':roduced, and the natives enflaved. Beginning 
from this period I aflcrt, that the Saxon laws gradually re- 
vived, and the conftitution gained {Ircngih. The twelfth 
century opened with the charter of Henry I. an^ was diftin- 
guifbed by that of Stephen, by the conflitutions of Claren- 
don, by the revival of the laws of Edw^ard the confefTor, and 
by that iignal improvement in liberty and law, the inftitu- 
tion of circuits. The thirteenth century was (Ignalizcd 
by Magna Charta, extorted from John and confirmed by 
Henry ll., by the provifions of Oxford, the eredion of 
the Houfe of Commons, and the fitd refufal of parliament 
to grant fupplies, till grievancca were rcdrefled. . In the 
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Ibtiitf enth, ^e «nd Ed«rard 11. obliged to grant articles to 
hii parliament, and parliament denying the power of tht 
King to grant a fublidy to the Pope. We fee the Houfe of 
Commoi»l taking its prtfcnt form by the elcdlion of a 
Tpcafccr; and tlvc two cftatcs firft threatening to dcpofi; 
JlicKard II. and afterwards cxerci ling that great fon<aio«i ttf 
the ptopfe, the depolititin of one King and the cIctStioa of 
Another.— -In th« 15th we meet with that remarkable cxercifc 
of parliamentary authority, the appointment of Protcdbors 
during the minority of Henry VI. About the fame time 
loans ^gan to be obtained on parlian>entai^ fccurity,— and 
the Houfc of Commons rofeto its natural level by t-he pur- 
rhafe of l.^nd fj-om the Nobles. Tlvc moft remarkable 
^'Xtetj'fion of liberty in the fixtcenth century, was the abo 
kition of papal aotlvority and jurifdi<£kion : but notwithftand- 
ii)<vthc Signal abilities atrd wifdom-of Elizabeth, wlio rcign- 
vd for ncaHy<»ne4*alf of that period, it is notorious that the 
Houfc of Commons was girimng and exerting flrength aad 
independence. This was felt in a variety of inflances by 
ber pedantic «n«d pragmatical fucccflbr, who was driven t» 
the mod aillKHiowr-ablccxiicdlcnts to rarfc thcfupplics, whicli 
parliament rcfufcd to grant. Barely to mention the principal 
•nftanccs of the povcr of the peo()4c in tnc feventceiitk 
century, waiild greatly /exceed my Kmits, Let it fuffice to 
iay, that it was diftinguiflied by the origin of our modern 
iadlions, which fomc think fo ccndticive to the pt^efervatioa 
\){ liberty. Wbifs and Tories were firft knowa in i6ar. 
The fpirit of ihc people appeared in the Bill tif Rights, in 
the law Umhiag the duration of parliaments to three years, 
/f64o) in the fuppreflion of the Sc^r chamber and Higti 
Commillion Court, the conteft about fliip money, the pro- 
fccution of favourkes, the i«l)je;5tion of the clergy to the 
-|)ayment of taxes, and Anally, 4n the war and in the death 
of the King.— While the fame century can boaft of manf 
excellent laws obtained by the influence of the people, fuch 
«is the habeas ctJTpws, the revival of the a»a for calling tri- 
ennial parliaments, (1694) which bad been rcpea'ed unde.* 
Charles n. the a(5l oif toleration and the bill of rights ^ fomc 
of the word that drfgracc our ftafute book ori<;inated from 
lh< fame caufe. Ihtts, the teft atfl aad ihc anSt of uaiformity, 
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were the ef!e<^ of popular prejudice, aird were earrted in op* 
pofitian to the court. V{c may rank them among the prouff 
of the fallibility, and of the freedom, of the people. It is 
fcarccly neceiTary to take notice of thofc tvcU known and 
glorfous cfForts of popular prerogative conn€<ned with the 
Revolution— caHiicring and elcdbog^ their governors, and 
bcftowing the crown in fucceflioii. Among the more recent 
improve<nents of the cighcceath century, it is fu0icient to 
mention the abolition of feudal jurifdidtion, (1745) which 
extinguiilied the laft remains of hereditary ariftocratical ty- 
ranny ; the indcpcudencc of the Judges cf^abliihed by Wil» 
liam III. (13th chap. 2.) and enlarged by hts prefent Majefty, 
(lA Geo. III. 23)— the alH)litIon of general wai rantu ; and the 
place and penficn bill. As a further inftance of the progreit 
of the conditutioQ and of our inattention to that progreQ^ 
I remind the reader of an slA which, though not a year 
old, he has probAbiy forgotten'*— I mean that Jaw, which af- 
ccrtaincd and cdabliflied two conHitutional points of tlie 
greateft importance, the right of Juries and the freedom of 
the Prcf'*. The privilege of Jurors to judge of law as well 
as faci, in cafe of libels, and confequently the freedom of 
the Prcfs, are two points that are now become articles of o«*e 
condirutimi, and exemplify the manner in which it improves 
by the pcrfeverancc of the people, tvithout revolutiqn, or 
tumult; not in coofequence of a-fudden and inconfidcratc 
hord of enthulxafm, but after a deliberate dilcuffion of the 
lubjcdt by the people and parliament. That the right of 
a Jury to give a verdJdb upon the whole matter in ifiue 
was not cftablifhed before that A(St, appears from the nccef- 
fity of the a(5l itfelf : and that the freedom of the prcfs was 
not exprefsly afccrtaincd by the confiitution, is evident frum 
thip, that fome years ago, no printer dared to report t« 
the people the dcbates-of their Reprefentatives, unlefs under 
fictitious names. 

IW extending this obfervation to Ireland, I might afiere, 
that as privileges were gained by the Englifli, they were gra*> 
-dually extended to that part of this kingdom which was 
fubje<5l to the King. Thus Henry 11. granted to his Irifl> 
fubjci^ Magna CharCa, Charu dc For^ftis, the Modus tc« 
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Hendi Parffani«ita, and tht common law of England. TRuf 
In the carlleft times wc obtained the appointment of Magtf<< 
ttRtesy and Judges of Affize. Thus were thofc ancient and 
falotary laws cnacfted which fecured the people again ft 
military and Ariftocraticat tyranny, and more recently the 
Habeas Corpus A<5V^ and the independence of the Judges ; 
and thus was th« fttcdom of trade firft conferred, and by th« 
/liberal explanation of the Navigation Ad\i in the laft Selllon 
of the Britifh Parliament further eitended, by penniiting 
us to fupply the markets of Britain with the produce of her 
Own Colonics. I might maintain that in addi:ion to thefe 
foreign Auxiliaries wc may boaftof many fecurities to libc;'ty, 
natives of our own foil— the OtSlennial Bill— ^the repeal of 
the Penal Laws— the Emancipation of our Legiilatore — the 
reftoration of the ^nal judicature— the Iriih Libel Bill, and 
the late at5k againft exceilive bail ; and I might prove, that for 
forty years paft, few have clapfed without fomc iigaal con- 
firmation of freedom. But for the inftances. I muft refer to 
the fubfequent numbers, and the recollecSlion of thofc who 
have inquired into the Hiftory of their Country.— —I 
might appeal to the perfonal rccollcdlion of every man who 
has paid any attention to what has pail'ed before his eyes 
fince' 1778.— But men are fo muck ecgroflcd by the tranih- 
aflions of the day, that few of them are able and fewer 
willing, to afcend an emthcnce and take a comprelKofivc 
view of even fo fl>ort a fpace. If, however, any man were 
to extricate himfeif from the bu^Ie and prejudice of local 
and temporary politics, ahd calmly furvty that portion of 
time in which h« has been an oberver of mankind, he would 
readily perceive, that this country has improved both in 
profperity and liberty. With regard to profpcrity, fomc 
cooCidcr it as a prelumptive proof of good Gtivcrnmcnt ; 
while others eontend> that we are prosperous in fpite ofji 
wretched Conflitution and contemptible Governors. With- 
out dwelling on this point which does. not admit of demon* 
ftration, and pn which every man will therefore think a» he 
likes— I fliall confine myfclf to liberty ; for here I am ip. 
CO danger of contradi^Slton, the fa<its being numcraus, 
ftfikiug and' notoriout. 
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Not do I kold OHt this country as. «n e^eptioo to t|ic. 
general (tate of the would, as if liberty were flourifiiiiig 
here, whilt ihe was expiring io every other part of Europe^ 
Were I to do fo, I might jufUy be fufpctSled of partiality^ 
1 confider Ireland a* only one inftance of an andeniable 
faft — that the human race, conlidercd as one ^eat commu. 
Bity, is progrefEve in knowledge, liberality, profperity and 
liberty. Nay, I do not heiitatc to fay, that they have iftade 
greater advances in thcfe important intereAs within the laft 
thirty years, than in any former period of equal leogtii. 
If therefore, my contending that Ireland was an exception tQ 
the genera) condition of mankind would have been a prc« 
fumption of partiality, may I not fufpedt him of fome «in« 
due bias, vho maintains that its copdition is an cxccptioa 
to the general improvement of the world ? 

BsT many who will readily admit that the condition of 
their country ha3 been meliorated in every other period of 
its Hi/lory, will except the prefcnt era ; and few of our more 
adtive patriots can patiently hear it aflerted, that at thia 
day the kingdom is making advances in liberty. Yet evei\ 
this I think probable from reafon, and certain from fktfl. 
I will even reftridt my aiTertion to that point of time iu 
which liberty has leceived the fevered wounds, and main- 
tain, that on flriking t^e balance of the lafl Se/fion, the rc« 
fult will be found favourable to freedom. From the coa« 
eluding numbers, every man'will be able to judge for hini- 
felf. Without anticipating what will there be flattd, I 
fhall only fubmit fome obfervations, which I vciik him to 
keep in mind. 

The firft is, that if the Cooftitntton has received dama^ 
it is to be afcribed rather to the folly and precrpitatioo of 
an infatuated fadlion, than to the power of AdmtnifVrationy 
however well inclined to encroach upon it. While it waa 
▼ilifyifigby fadlien, and undermining by men in power, the 
enlightened friends of their country lamented >a filcoce 
^nd inadtion, their follies and their crimes. 

This is intimately eonnedled with. the fecoad tmtk, that 
even the moSk cenfurablc a^ of the la(t fciEoa vcrc pafldk 
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wrth th« sip[rrbbatk>n or acquiefccnce of the inofl ftr<nuou» 
friends of the people in Parliament; of a great majority of; 
ifKra of property, education, and abilities, out of doors; 
and cfen of a large proportion of the fubje^s in inferior 
ranks. Much as thefe a<5ts are condemned mow, not a fingle 
petition appeared againft them at the time. Whether this 
confent was obtained by the artifice of the caftle in deluding 
the nation, or by the defperate folly of a party who tcrri- 
ilcd their' countrymen, it is plain that what was effi^tfled 
WTth the concurrence of fo great a portion- of the comma- 
nrty cannot be ftrong evidence of the decay of the Confti- 
tution. I rather conclude, that every thing we gained is 
to he attributed to the influence of the people and the 
vigour of that Conftitution ; while every thing we have lo^ 
was given up in a panfc, in order to fecure'the peaceable en« 
>oyment of the remainder. At leail this feemcd to be the 
general impreflion. If the people were deceived, there is nd 
form of government mider which they are Tefs expofed |o.de- 
ccption ; and whether deceived or not, the general confent 

of the wealth, information, and talents of the country, would 
even under a well ordered government be taken for the 
fenfc of the people. The Gun-powder and Convention Bills, 
the augmentation of the army, and the exteniion of the 
privileges of the Lords, were like the appointment of a Die* 
tator. But it (Iiould be remembered, that the power of the 
Roman Didbitor continued but fix months, and that it was 
generally refigned before that period. If Government have 
not moderation to give up the diiftatorial authority with 
which they are inveflcd as foon as the danger is paft, I have 
no doubt, that their iidlors will be difmiiTed, and their faf* 
CCS broken, by the conftitutional efibrts of the nation. 

In the third place, as wt uniformly find both from hif- 
tory and the experience of our own times, that every good 
and neceffary plap, when long perfifted in by the people, hat 
been carried ; fo every unconditutional innovation has either 
become obfolete Or been exprefsly aboliflied : and while the 
Place and Penfioa A<5ls, the redu<Slion and limitation of the 
penfion lltft, and the adl declaratory of the Rights of Juries, 
will be euroiled among our uidcfcafibie privileges, the ob- 
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■ozimn mcaftirct of that feffion Krift be cTafled ^iili the 
ancient clainw of Britain to make U«r8 and atltnhrifter jaftke 
for Ireland. Through the vigilance of the people, thoTe 
•db which are not fandlioned by the conftitmion, may be 
removed* in time; while the abrogation of the ^ood ones 
which accompanied them as fallhtives, can with an ill grace 
be repealed by the mod abandoned government. 

Lastly, waving thefe coniiderations, I might put the 
que(lion up«n the ilmple iiTue of a fair balance (Iruek be- 
tween the meafures even of that unpopular fcffion. I mighi 
ibite the aifls firfl enumerated— againft the Secret Commttr 
tee, the Oon*powder A€t, and the Delegation Adl* 



QH THE BHiriSH CONSTirUTJON. 



No. XVIH. 

Dans rAriftocratie, la Souveraine PniiTance eft entre fe» 
mains d*un certain nombre de perionnes. Ce font ellesqui 
font les Loiz & qui les font executer, & le refte du peuple 
n*efl tout au>plus a leur egard, que comme dans une Mo- 
narchic les fujcts font a Tcgard du Monarque. 

L.*cfprit dcs Lrf'iz. 

*• In an Ariflocracy the Supreme Power is in the hands i»f at 
** certain number of individuals, who make and cxeruce 
" their laws. The reft of the people are their fubje(51s." 



The ariftocratical governments of fome continental Re- 
publics, are juftly reprobated. The privilegct of the No- 
bles in France were fo highly oppreflivc, as in a great 
miafure to caufe andjuftify the Revolutit>n. In the eourfe 
of the ftruggle, the term **Ariftocrate'* has been applied 
to every friend of order and fubordination, who has'oppofed 
the anarchical eztravagandet of tlie moft caatemptibie d^ 
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magogues : and unhappUy thit ftylc of fpcaking hat been 
introduced into this country to corn;pt both our language aad 
cur principles. Every man that differs from certain popular 
%vriters, is dcnonunatcd an arifbocrate ; and I have so doubt, 
that feme exprefCons in the preceding eifay will procure me 
the honour of the fame appellation. In vmdicatioii there* 
fore of the conflitution and myfcif, I deny that there is any 
<ftabiijhmeni in thi» country which deferves the title of ariilo- 
•cracy, in an invidious fenfe* A government entirely ezer* 
cifed by Nobles, is juftly reprobated as the word of ail 
tyrannies ; and even where the achnrniflratton of a kinglf 
^overiunent is exclufively condu(5led by them, they add tp 
the oppreiTive nature -of abfolute power, and defeat the in* 
fentions of a limited monarchy : nay if they form a cad, fo 
that their cabals cannot be dtfconcerted, or their pride 
checked by tlie admhUon of commoners into their number, 
I freely confcfs, that fuch an order is a difeafed and deformed 
member of the political body. But fuch an order does not 
«zifl in Great Britain or Ireland. The Lords arc neither the 
rulers nor miniflers of the country? they can neither make 
f)or execute laws of thcmfelves : their families and relations 
•arc commoners : and they are continually obliged ^o receivt 
perfons even of mean origin, but fplcndid abilities, know* 
ledge, or merit, into therr houfe. 

Tak£ a view of the actual diHrfbution of power in the^e 
countries. In England the mod efficient offices of the Qate 
•re neccffarily held by members of the« Houfe of Commons : 
the highefl pofls in the law are always held by commoners 
or newly created ^petn : and the dignities of the church 
are generally -in the hands of men of low birth ; their 
-honours -dyhig with them, whatever attachment thry 
feel to the crown, they are flendcrly connected with the 
coronet. The great officers in the army and navy are, with 
few exceptions, of the fame dcfcripiion. Bat the moft 
ftriking proof of this point is a fadb which is within the 
knowledge of all my readers. Caft your eye over the dlftri- 
bution of power in this kingdom. It is entirely in the hands 
of mcB of humble origin, excepting the viceroy. Who are 
the men that adminiftcr the afiairs of thit <:oi^ntry f Are 



tlteliord HigK Chancellor, the Lord Primate, and the Arch* 
bifliops men of noble btrth f No. Yet thefe men take pre«- 
cedence of «ll rfie nobility. The Secretary of State, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Attorney and Solicitor 
General, in fhort all the men who tranfadl the bufinefa of 
government in the Houfe of Commons, are neccfTarily com- 
moners. If any of the judges «rc ennoWed, it is only in 
confequence of their promotion, that they may affifl in the 
dclfberation* 'of tlie fupreme court of judicature. Who arc 
the men, that are rapidly advancing to thefe fituaiioos f 
M«ny of them pcrfons of oo patrimony^or pedigree. There 
is a family of commoners in this kingdom which eclipfcs the 
majority of the lords, as much in wealth and influence, as in 
princely munificence. I fpeak h to their praife when I fay, 
that they are men of low origin, of no pcdigFce in ibh 
country, and even now engaged in commercial buiincfs. I 
fpeak it to the praifeof the conflitution, whtn I add, that 
were it not invidious, I -could fiiew that all the exalted per- 
ibnage» above mentioned are »»vi ifomints, mm that in the 
beft days of the Roman Republic would not have Inxn 
fuflered to afpire to the lowed offices of the (late, or to a 
feat in the fcnatc. TJte whole power of the monarch, ia 
both countnc5, is always wielded and fumefimes controlled 
by men on a level as to title or privilege, with t4te meancft c>£ 
the people. There is no obflacle to any man of talents. 
The adminiftration of the empire h within his grafp. 

I CAN never confent to call that an arillocratical gorcrn- 
fnent, in which|>rivate gentlemen like C. J. Fox, the prefeut 
minifter, and his illuftrious father, direvSlthe whole machine 
of the (late, and influence or even diiSbatc the politics of 
£«rope; and in which I fee Dukes, Marquiffes and Earls, 
perfiirming menial ollices about the perfoa, houfliold, or 
ftable of the King. Nor can I, on the other hand, fufpe<5l 
that this reverfe of condition j>rocced8' from the defprnifm 
of the Monarch-; (incc in the courfc of my life, every change 
in the King's councils has been di^^cd by the people, often 
iu oppolition to the wilhes of Iii6 Majcfty. 

There are fome people, though, it is to be hoped, few in 
thU country, that to&ildeT tbi rtch Ai «n arxftucracy ; that 
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hold m ftifpi(:io& every man who has a whole fuit of clothei * 
that think every independent man an enemy of liberty * 
every opuJent man a tyrant; and who by branding all 
kintl of fubordination with the name of flavery, all influ- 
ence with that of tyranny, would treat men of property and 
authority as Tarqui-n treated the poppies in hh gartlen. 
But the refuh-of fuch crude extravagancies will alvtrciys be 
the effcdt which that tyrant thus depi^Stured. When a ftate 
abounds with perfonsof influence and wealth, it will not be 
cafy even for a King to ufurp abfolute power. When all 
are equal, the firfV man or party that can rife above the 
level by wealth, qr eloquence, or courage, or cunning, or 
any other means, becomes the lord of all. 

With thefe atrocious follies I muO: be ezcuf«d from ar« 
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Whiik f thus deny the exigence ot ^ny privileged order 
whkh defervcs the name of arutocracy in rhe invidious 
fcnfc of that word, 1 am far from wifliing to defend our nii« 
mero«8 corrupt and depopulated boroughs, or that unconfli* 
tutional influence which men of property often exert at 
elcAions. Thcfe have already been the fubje(5k of pointed 
reprobation in former numbers of this publicativn. But 
thcfe are oply defe(fts in the democratical part of the coa- 
ftiftjtion ; Wt this influence is neither confined to the nobles 
nor 18 i-t neccflarily hereditary. It may be pofle/Ted by any 
man \\Aio ran acquire property, and is fubjcdt to iludbua- 
tion and transfer ; being at one time conne<fted with a title of 
nobility ; prefently, attached to the landed eflite of a com- 
moner ; and foon after, in the hands of an opulent merchant. 

Many fchemes have been devifed for correcting the in- 
eqMality -and the influence of property : but all that I have 
feen arc pregnant with greater eriia than they pretend to 
extirpate, and threaten to rob men of dearer privileges than 
they afFctSb to fecure. To chofe who adopt thefe notions eve* 
ry fuperior is an ariftocrate, and men can never be free» 
while they have any rights remaining ; for aa iocqualitr 
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praptrty oinft •eceflvUjF fubfift, tiU m«B fliall be d^H««d 
c»f tbc prhriicgct which they hold moft dear, fuch a^dil^io* 
iiivg of their foitunes attd governing their fkimUcs A lale 
paradoxical and nifioiiarjF tniiSk oa poJitical jiiftiee (Godwin'* 
FolUical Jttftice» VoL ii. p. 581^3^4. Dublin Edition.) has 
carried the nations which hvrc been controTeite'd in thefe 
lUpcrt, to fuch a ludkroiM excefs, that one might well fufpctSfc 
it to be a piece of refined latire, condu&cd with the gr^veft 
ironj^ The aytbor having laid it down as a maxim, that 
men have no righta, proceeds to recommend a (late of focietyy 
if it can he fo called, ia which they will be fubjc<^ to bo 
governments This he e9)h a fyftem of * individuality.' Left 
any two perfons flxould vnite, he abolifte& marriage, and 
eftablKhes in its room a promifcuous tntercourfc of the fcxcs ; 
and kft this ihould produce too powerful an cfTcif);, he fpeaks 
of a fubfequcnt period at which all inCercourfe between thcm> 
is to be renounced ; and men are by virtue of his plan ta be- 
come immortal upon earth, (Godwin, VoUii p> 39^-)^'^^^ 
what conne^s thefe remarks with our prefcnt fubjec^ is his 
tvhimfical idea of artftocracy. For any man to have a w\k^ 
he pronounces to be a violation of equality ; to wifli to 
know his own children is an unpardonable inAance of family 
priflc ; and it, would be quite ioconfident with the fyftem of 
• individuality* to affumc that infolent and ©pprefliye mark 
rtf diftinclion, a furnamc. By reprobating evcQy form of 
j»o''cnimcnt that has ever been attempted or devtfed, and 
liolding out this as the only alternative, he contrives to leave 
his readers in very good humour with their prefent lot, and 
ready to exclaim 

■ ■ i R aihen bear thofe ills we have, 
Xban fly to others that we know not of. 

SftALfi we then, wirfi the preftimption of a modern thc- 
4»rift, coflfider our coniHtution as perfedl ; or like a fatelhte 
s of d^pottfm, maintain that this is a time at which reforma- 
liun ibouW be poftponed f A patriot of' the old (lamp will 
rather fay— *hc conllitutton has received improvement in 
every fitvatioR of affairs, in peace and in war, by its native 
vigour, and by the exertions of the people. It is alwayt 
progrefTivc, or retrograde i never at re(l : fecming to decline 
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Ikifc a time) hut «fteH, like Anteus, deriving flrength from 
iU lalls ; and, iike the Hydra, life from its wouads. LKft the 
people retain their jealoufy and their conflancy ; their jea- 
louiy win prote^ it from violation^ their coo (Ian cy will 
guard them againfl the meretricious arts of a more youthful 
miflrefs ; but let them not be deluded by pretences, that 
ANT TIME is unfit for a reform upon conllitutional principles. 

Nothing has been farther from iny intention inthfc cotil-ffe 
of thefe papers, than to prefent a pi(^ure of our government 
under falfe or flattering colours. To give a juft one, and to 
vindica.tc the many excellent qualities of the original, was 
my (ingle aim. Whether it dcfervcs the character I have 
drawn, may be tried by the following axiom— tliat there i« 

NOT A REAL GRIEVANCE OF WHICH THE PEOPLE c6mpLAIN 
WHICH THAT VERY CONSf ITUrioN, IF IN FULL OPERATION, 

WOULD NOT REMOVE. To edabUfli this poffii'on, there id 
little more to be done than refer to the feventh number 
of thefe THOUGHTS, where fome of its fundamental princi- 
pies arc enumerated, and their legal foundations pointed 
out. By that.touchftone let the mod obnoxious a6ts of any 
fefiioB be tried, and if their principles be not there difclaim- 
cd, every portion of ray defence may fall to the ground. 

Is it our complaint, that juries may h6 Oiifdifly impatinel- 
kd ?— iBy ancient ufage the fliCriff* Were 6\tiSti^e, 

Do fpecial juries intrench upon the liberty 6if th6 fubjcft t 
—They are novelties of a modern date. 

Can the fubjedtbe fined or impri/oned to any amount aAd 
fbr an indctiuite term, without trial by bis peers, withuuC 
l^ing eonfronted with his accufer ?-^Magna charta exprefsly 
eppofes it. 

A moment's recolle<5tion will convince us that every un- 
confbituiional point which is brought to this teft, will meet 
the fate of thofe adduced. If then the principles of Britifl^ 
freedom come from this ordeal with untainted honor, and 
every deviation in practice can be traced back to the peo- 
ple who have faSered it<— who is to bUme— >the coniUtution^ 
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or (fiexnfelyes ? If ever there was a form of geTcmmeDt calcir* 
lated to adminifter itfcif for a^s, and to preferve an undimi- 
nUhcd luftre without the interrcntioa and jealous care of 
the collei5live body, let the Brittih one ftand accounuble 
for every blcniifli. But if none fuch ever did cxift, our 
fyftem of civil policy is as little chargeable with iu prefent 
abufes, as any other of which cither the anticnt or modera 
world fumiflies examples. 

Tbc conOitution is a goodly fabric, the foundations of 
which are ftill fo!id and entire. Some of its buttreflcs have 
been fuffered through the negligence of the owners, to fall 
into decay. 'Thefe have only to be repaired, that it may 
anfwer every purpofe of its creation. If I am afked, how 
is this to be efie^ked ?-^y union, and a determined fpirit 
among the people. 

WzRE we not divided among ourfelves, and too apt to wan- 
der from the objc<St, a reform might experience a temporary 
rcfiftance, but the ftruggle would peaceably terminate in fue« 
cefs. However problematical ic may appear, a deranged 
republic would have greater difficulties to encounter, in s 
reftoration to its primitive principles, than that form of go« 
vernment which is admired in proportion as it is minutely 
examined, and is mod cenfured where leaf! underflood. * 

Nothing in this world is (lationary, but all fubjedl to 
change. Thofe inditutions, therefore, which make allow- 
ancc for the progreflive declenfinu of flates from the high- 
cA eminence of virtue, are befl calculated for imperfcdl 
beings. An author who has been a flandard with former 
generations, and whofe works will furvive the wrecks of mo- 
dern politics^ informs us in the motto of the fecond number 
—that— 

•* To produce great polrtUal good, lefs virtue is required in 
A MORAKCHT, than in any other form of Government. 

MoBTSt^lXjt* 
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MoviMBim 7. 

It 'Will be found, if I miftake not, a true obfcrvation in 
** Politics, that the two extremcf in Government, libertf 
** andjlavcry, commonly approach neareft to each other; 
** and that, as you depart from the extremes, and mix 
** a little of monarchy with liberty, the Government be* 
** comes always the more free/' 

HUME. 



The following is offered as a brief and impcrfc^ Iketch of 
fome of the moft remarkable paits in the Hiftory of the 
' Conftitutiou of IieUnd. 



Anno 1494. From the loth of Henry VII. a parliament 
could not be fummoned in Ireland, till the articles propofed 
to be pafled in it were previoufly certified to the King, and 
after his Majefty in his Engliih Council had confidercd and 
Mpprovedf or alurtd faid a(5t intended to be palled, then and 
not fooner could a parliament be holden ; but no other adU 
than thofe fo certified could be introdiyced. 

[From the 3d and 4th of William and Mary, it was allowed 
that new caufes might be certified, after the lelfion had atflu* 
ally commenced] 

From the ena^ing of Poyning's law, loth Henry VII. all 
ftatutes that had paiTed in England were to be of force in 
Ireland, and fubfequent ones, in which Ireland was included^ 
were confidered as in force there. 
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[Tbm wsw neccflarily extended in 178a (by Mr. Yelverton's 
bill) to fubfcquent aA» ; for the quiet and fettlement of pof- 
ieilions bcld in Ireland^ under no other titles.] 

It was the ufage of parliament until of very late years^ ' 
that Irifli laws were brought in as beads of biih, and prefented 
to the Lord Lieutenant for the time being, who- might, or 
might not, as he and the council thought proper, tranfmit 
them for the King** consideration. 

Or courfe between the privy councils of the tno kingdomsi 
parliament was rendered a nullity, and their deliberations 
a name. 

Anno 1698. • Molyneur's cafe of Itctend being bound 
by a*!ls of parlialntnt in England,* Was burned by the bands 
of the common hangman of Loiiddb, after thre houfe'of 
eomitK)R& of Great Britain had voted that unanfwerablc book, 
(the principles of which are now the law of our land) to be 
" of dangerous confcquepce to the crown and people of Ire- 
"' land,** and addrelTed the King on its pernieioue (enden** 

CICS. 

The King could aflure his Commons in one of the coun- 
tries wtiich he govtrnett (England), that his Majefty would 
do all that m him lay to difcourage the liftnlleH trade im bis 
other kingdom (kvland). A contpromifc, however, was 
gracioufly made that the* Irrnn trade (TiouM be left entirely to 
us. And fuch wais the baneful influence of a Britifh cmirt at 
that day, that while an Irtfh parliament pttfled a» a<*t Uying, 
heavy duties on the exports of woollens of its own country 
to England^ the £n>glifli parliament is the focceedmg year 
even prohibited Irifh export to other eountries ; fo that be- 
tween the parliament of the one country and iht othei*, the 
manufacture bad'e fair for total auiiihil'ation. 

. Anno 1719. In an appeal from the Irifli court of exche- 
quer to the Irifli Lords, the decree of etrhequer was reveffed. 
*rhe perfon whofe property was aiftdrcd by the revterfal,' 
made an appeal frum his own country to the Britifir Lifrdii\ 
who Acting on the principle that an Jrrjlr Houfc* of Lord# 
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poiTefred no judiciji) powers, confirmed the firft tor«e hit 
oppofitfon ro the rcverfat by the Itifli Lo«^ } and the Bai^#» 
of the exchequer of Ireland were a^ually oWiged to rcftorc 
poflcffion of the cftates in Ktigation, according to the En- 
^KlJi reverlal. 

On the other hand, iJic^ady wha was injured by the r crc^. 
fill of the Iriih Lordi decree; petitioned thdr houfe ; in con-, 
fcquenec of which the Barons of the Iriih exchequer were 
taken into cuftody for a«fting under en order of the Mtitijhi 
Houfe ; and a rcprcfcniation of the cafe was forthwith tranf-/ 
inittfid to tiie Kinj. This Teprcfcntation being laid by hint. 
before his Bntifli Lorda, they bcfcechcd hia Majefty to con- 
fer fome aa of Royal favour on the Barons, of the Irifl^ ex* 
chequer for ehcir condud on *he occafion, and framed a bill 
which paffed into a law, denying ail.fi^t in the Lords of lrc*r 
land to cxercife any judicial power, to judge of, aiErm or 
i<everfc, any judgment, or decree, given even in any of 'ti,e 
-courts of their owii coontrj^; affuming that, as an exclufiviy 
privilege of their own, which was denied to 9nr Lord*, ia^ 
affairs merely afFecSHng oorfclves. 

Akn(. 1720. 6 Geo, I. The right of /Great Br,'taJ„ lo, 
1»ind Ireland by atfls ^ her Icgiflature, having been caUed ii^ 
queikion,— the Britifli ParKaroent paflcd an a«a dcclaratorr 
i^ what was the law of England on that point, via. That 
*• the kingdom of Ireland w^*< tiyhe Juh^riin^at tf, ani dcptn, 
•• dont^u^Km the imperial crown of Great Britain, as bein« 
« mfeparably annexed and united thereto; and that the 
•♦ K;wg''i Majeay, with the confcnt of the JLords and. Com^ 
« mons of Great Britain in parliament afemfelc^ i»ath 
« power to make laws for Ireland." 

At this thne Roman CathoUcs could hold leafcs; only foir 
^I yeaw; our trade waa intolerably lliacfclcd ; and our Par. 
liament^were wnlim4tcd in their duration, unlefs the Kin* 
^eaftfd to 4iflolv« them, or they fu&rcd difibhitioo bv hU 
4j5ath, ' 

It is now time to look at the revcrfeof the pi^ure, which 
will convince any man that every thing may be obtained by 
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p&fevntnee; as the difficulties which our aneiefton had to 
cope with, funk under their (leady unrenutting cndeavoun. 

Anno 1713. Wnodt half pence. Dean Swift, feised that 
occafien flyly to raifc a fpirit of enquiry into the rights 
pf Ireland as an independent kingdom. The Engh'ih goTern* 
ment taking adTahtagc of a fcardty of copper coin in this 
country, granted a patent to Mr. Woods for fourteen, years/ 
to be an cxcluiive coiner of h^If pence and farthings for Ireland, 
to the amount of io8,oool. His coin was bafe, and the 
%vhoIe a grofs impofition ; but the fpirit of the county under 
As great kadcr prevailed. One of the firft z6ts of Lord 
Carteret, as Lord Lieutenant, wa^ a proclamation ofiering 
jool. reward for drCcovering the author of the f^faper* s ftttrth 
Letter f in which Irifh rights were proclaimed by the Dean, 
under that fictitious title. 

Anno 1753.— Previous confent. A conteft with the 
crown, whether a furplus of revenue then, remaining in. the, 
Ififli treafury, after all the public burthens had been dil^ 
charged, was at the diCpofal-of parliament for public purpo-. 
fes ; or at the will of the crown, to he taken out of thetreafu- 
ry by a King's letter. (The queftion at firft was, whether 
rvyai confent was ncceflar^, befofe parliament could apply 
this unappropriated fum toward the difcliiarge of the national 
debt. Pa^^iamenl denied that it was :— but his Majefty, after 
a confiderable time, fettled the point, by taking it out of 
the treafory by his own letter. The crown triumphed ; but 
the people tvere taught to think ; to. enquire into thiur rights.; 
and to combine their force by means of popular clubs, ia 
order to afiTert and recover them. 

Even fubfequent to this period, iuch a veil was drawn 
between the coileAive body and their reprelentatives, thaC . 
the PRESS, now a dreaded engine of popular power, dare Qot. 
publifli dehates without exhibiting the fpeakers, whether 
courtiers or patriots, under fidUtious names ;— ranfacking the 
annals- of Greece and Rome for names to cover thofe really 
intended. 
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. Aiu^o 1764.— General warrants had been ia pra<5^fce 
\!ven from the Revolution j without having ever been called ia 
quedion ; till the commirtalGif John Wilkes Co the Tower, as 
tlye author of Number forty-five of the North Briton, brought 
the legality of them into queflion, and elided in their virtual 
abolition in England, and of courfe in Ireland, to the great 
improvement of the conftitution. Of this, a flight eni^uiry 
into their nature will sUiord fuffiqient proof.' Thefe war- 
rants had been iHued by Secretaries of State ; and they were 
termed generalt becaufc it was not ncceffary that they fliould 
even contain the names of it|ie particular perfons charged 
with the effence. They went to authorize any num- 
ber of men, however mean and contemptible, to appre- 
hend and feize the reputed authors, printers, and publidiers 
of any writing whicli Secretaries of State dibfe to deem fedi- 
tious. The mofl innocent man might be dragged from his, 
bed, and hurried to a prifon ; his papers rummage'd, and 
thofe of the 'UtmoH: value to himfelf or his family, rhough. 
the public were no way concerned in them, might be con-' 
cealed, or dellroyed ; and fecrets of the Utmoft delicacy and 
of the mod private nature, revealed. Thus a highly dan- 
gerou« dtfcrctionary power was exercifed over the liberty of 
the fubjetSl, not by magiftrates only, but by the moft profli- 
gate of mankind, the inferior officers of juflice; and all 
this in the fticre . cafe of a fu^fofcd ithei, before proof was 
brought to a jury that it waa any libel, or that the accufed . 
was author, printer, or publiflier-of the paper in queflion. 
How this power might have been and was abufed, by aa. 
improper minifter, and how indefenfible it was on every prin- 
gple of the cohftitution, it is unficceifary to point out. 

Anno 17^8. A bill was carried for limiting th« duration 
of .Iriih parliaments to ^feven years, as in England ; it wa< 
returned, altered to etghl years in the Britifh Privy Council; 
mnd fo altered, it pailed and continues in force. 

Anno 1778. The encreafed fpirit of the nation producec| 
the Volunteer AlTociat-ion, the admirable. eiTei^s of whkk 
sieed not here be enumerated. 

^9 
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Roman Catholics in IrcTand were empowered hy finr ts 
take leafes ' for any term of years not exceeding ^y, or for 
any term determinable on any numb^ of lives iiot exceeding 
five ; in place of thirty-one years, whlth was tiie longeft terfll 
they couM enjoy before that time. 

Anno 1 779 . '^^ encreafedinfliiciiee of the people on th^ 
condu<^ of parKament, produced a fix^^Homhi naney bill, as 
means of extorting a free trade from X^re^t Britain. In the 
Bccrmher of that year« the Minifter carried a repeal of the 
Britifh law which had prohibited the exportation of Irifli mi- 
2i'ufa<Sure9 made of, or mixed with wool, from any part of 
Ireland ; alio the repeal of a iaw prohibiting the exportation 
fff giafs into Ireland that was not of Britiih manofafflure, 
and prohtbfttng the exportation of it from this country to 
trthcrs. 

Irela^a was at the fame time permitted to -esport ftn4 
import eommoditicft to and -from the Brttifli Colonies in Ame^ 
rica, and the Weft Indies, and the British fcttlements on the 
coaft of Africa. 

Anno 1780. Mr. Grat^an in the Iriih HonfeofX^ommont 
■moved, that " no power on earth, fave the King, Xords and 
** Commons of Ireland, have a right to make laws to bind 
♦* this country."— vWfl/w« /»/?/. 

Parliament -having pa^!ed a Ihnited tmitiny hill, for Ie» 
galizing tlie evidence oi an army from fe€ion to felfion, it 
y»i% returned from England, with an unconfti rational altera- 
tiou rendering ■it.perpetuMl, » 

A modification of PoyningU law was rejed^ed, ^nd a bilt 
for cftabliflring ^e independence of the judges ^net the iame 
late. 

Anno •17S1. Tb« fame falutary bills were again brought 
forward, and treated with fimilar contempt. ' 

Notwithftanding this, in she 'Very year, following, 

Anno 1782. Tui ^^c/tfro/ior^ law of England, ^'Geo. t« 
ailerting a riglit 40 legiflate for ^hit country, whidi 
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had . long s^nd defervedly been fo obnoxious to us ; was 
repealed by the Britilh parliament. And now the UiHuence 
f»f the people of Ireland out of parliament was ftrongly 
marked ; for, after the whole point of legillation feemcd to 
be fettled between the two countries, rcfp"e<Sfcing the der<^ 
litfliou of the Britifli claim to make laws for Ireland, and of 
her L.ords to acfb as a court of dernier appeal, new dilbon- 
tents arofe amon^ us, to which England had to fubmit by a 
law of the 26th of his prefent Majefty, exprefsiy renouncing 
the pretended right, )n the following terms.- "The faid 
right claimed by the people of Ireland, to be bound only by 
laws cna^ed' by his Majcfty and the, parliameat of that 
kingdom, in aii cafis luhatfoever, and to have all at^lions and 
•fuits at law or in equity, which- may be>in(Htuted in that 
kingdom, decided in bis Majeffy's courts therein, finally and 
without appeal from thence, fhall be and it is hereby declared 
to be eAabliflied and afcertainea for ever, and fliall at no 
time hereafter be qucftiooed or queAionable.** 

All the injurious reftriAions of Ine law of Poynlng*8> 
that had for two hundred and eighty-eight years fapped the- 
^ital principle of debate, and of a free |>arliament, were done 
•away. 

A Mutiny Bill for legalizing the exiftence of the army. It* 
miting its duri^don to fwo years, and fubjecf^ing it to the^ 
controul of our own parliament inftead of the Britifh one, 
was carried into a law. On a former occaAon when aa 
InQi adl had pa/Ted, taking fome trilling cognizance uf^tW 
army 00 our eftabiifhment, the Ute Lord Ctiatham raxed the 
Englifh Miniftcr with having thus ** fuffcrcd the ftrongefk 
quill to be plucked from the eagle's wing." 

A Habeas Corpus law was alfo pa/Ted, which Ireland never 
before enjoyed, though England had. 

Roman Catholics were enabled to piirchafe or poiTefs 
lands l>y grant, limitation, defcent or devife ; to dif^ofe of 
them by will defcendable according to the cowrfc of commoa 
law, devilable Mid transferable as the hods of Protcdaots. 
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6iys»A]. penal a^iEtw were repealed, tib. Chofc zgaind dt« 
keariog and cclebntisg of malg ; againft a Roman Catbplic 
having a horfe of or above the value pf five pounds; as wcU 
as thuk which empowered grand juries to levy from thent 
the amount of any loiTes fuftained by privateers, required 
them to provide watchmen, and totally excluded them aa 
inhabitants of the city of Limerick or its fuburbs. They 
were no longer prohibited from keeping £:Jkk)1s publhly, or 
teaching perfons of their own profeflion frivately ; and the 
fuardiandiip of their children was rcftored to the parents. 

Br ancient ufage the judges held the»r offices during the 
King's pleaforc, and loft them at his death, in order that 
his fuccelibr might have the nomination of his own judges. 
The bad effedls of this corrupt eonnexion between thit 
crown and the bench were often written in letters of blood. 
By an Englifli Oatute of William III. their commiffions wene 
made to continue during their own gdod hthaviotiry Inftead of 
the King^-s pUafure, and their falaries fixed; at the fame time 
that they were removable by the King on the joint addrefs 
of both houfes of parliament. 

His prefent Majefty, among other falutary improvemcnta. 
opened his reign with recommending that it ihould be eoaifVcd 
(which it accordingly ivas} that even th^demife of the King 
ihould not put an end to the commifSon of the Judges; but 
that they ihould continue without intermifiion as if no fuch 
event had taken place, and continue to have the fala^cs al- 
lowed them by law. This excellent imj^rovement on the 
conftitution, which was enjoyed by our fifter country from 
the accelCon of his Majtfly George lH. was not granted to . 
Ireland for twenty-two years afterwards, to wit, till a few 
months after the firft Dupgannon meeting had pointed out, 
in a very fpirited rcfolution, the BcceiCty*for the judges, 
being, rendered as independent in this kingdom as in Great 
Britain. 

^ UNO 1785. A place andpcnficu bill, propofcd by Mr. 
Forbes, wasrejc^cd. 






Grpat Britain tried her ftrength as far at pradcDte wcnVi 
permit, in favour of a certain commercial adjufhnent witH 
Ireland, ip which fome obnoxious claufes were introduced-. 
The minider carried it by a majority of nineteen in our 
Houfe of Commons (137 to ro8) ; but was obliged to with- 
draw the bil^, becanfe the fenfe of ibe ft9flc ivas againft it. 

Anno 178^. A bill brought in to reduce the interefl of 
money in Ireland from fix to five per cent, as in England, it 
paiTed the Commons, but was thrown out in the Ltords. [Aa 
inftance of the uTe of two deliberative houfes.} 

An HO Z789» The printer of a aewfpaper in Dublin had 
■ pubiiihed certain libels on fomc obfcure characters. The 
Chief Juflice, at the inftance and on the affidavits of the ag- 
grieved, ifiued his fiats, to hpld the printer to fpecial bail 
in the fum of feven thoufand eight hundred pounds.-^— —The 
adlion being a common 00c of (lander, and the damages ao» 
cruing to the complainants uncertain, it wds alleged that 
holding tKe printer to fpecial bail at all, was inadmiiliblc and 
only allowable in adtioos of fcandaium magnatum, or of 
flander of title. The printer was however thrown into 
jail. His council fliortly after moved to difmifs him on com- 
mon bail, or no bail at all, which he proved to be confif^cnt 
with law, and conformable to the uniform practice of the 
Britifh courts i tbo* it was to be confefTed that there were 
many inftanccs in Ireland in favour of the judge. Over ruled 
by the court in that point, the lawyer fhcwed from the un* 
certain nature of the injuries incurred, and the low fituationt. 
of the parties aggrieved, that the bail denranded was excelfive, 
and fliould be dimiuifhed. The affidavit of the printer was 
likewife produced, dating that*"*' in coAfequence of fctqiicnt 
'* and vexatious arrefls, by iiats and othcrwife, and by libel-' 
'* lous publications," he was fo injured in his credit as td be 
unable to iin4 bail for more than five hundred pounds. The 
notion was reful'cd, and the pcri'on accufcd remanded 
to Newgate. This tranfa<5lioa occafioned great agitations. 
Cafes were imagined in which a patriot might fall undei the 
difplcafure of a corrupt adminiltration, and by mCAiis of an 
affidavit fwoni againft him by any unprincipled wretch, £Uim 
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iag daoagcft lo fuch sm amount at he could aot Aid bail for^ 
fiats mi^ht ifl*Mte at the difcrction of a judge ; he mijght be 
thrown into a jail, add there remiktii- three terms before he 
•could enter a non-pros. Being at that period difcharged, he 
has no remedj for his lofs of liberty, bilt in followiag the 
plaintiff'. The plaintiff is a man- of firaw, fad has fied^ 
This cafe brought itfelf home to<the feelings of every one, and 
^e deemed ourfeWes undone. Mark the eoafe^ttence. As 
the opprefiion of anin<ftviduat*gaYC birth to the MabtasCorfas 
adt of 3f C«folas II. fo«the printer, in the cafe now nniniti- 
oncd, fuffercd grievouOy, but the Tei^leverity of bia ca£r, 
produced an excellent law, whtclv paffed in the 31(1^ of his 
prcicnt Majcfty. To prevent vexatious arreftft and proceed- 
ings in aiS^ions of ffander, the writ or proceTs, can no longer 
he marked for a greater fum than fSDo hundred pounds, rtt any 
cafe in which aBual damages' are not fet forth andiworo tor 
and no defendant in fuch adlion can be held to spbcial liail 
Ki a greater fum than two hundred ponnds; except where 
a(5lual damages are fet forth and fwom to liy plainti#; and 
where adlual damages are fo fwom to, the court or jtldgemay 
at difcrction admit defendant to bail) in a-lcfler fum than the 
amount of the damages fworn to. 



THOUGHrS 

ON rffs BunisH coNsrirurjoiL 

^o. XX- 

NovEMBra 7» 1193' 
*V This is a feafbn orvirtue» and public fpirit. Let us 
** take advantage of it to repeal^ thofe laws which infringe our 
** liberties, and inttoduce fuch as roayreHore the vigour uf 
/• our ancient conftitution.'*" 

SIR JOBK ST. 4VBIN. 



(subject or THE LAST NUMBER RESUMED AND COHCLUStO.) 

Anno 1793. The feflion of this year opened wrth-an a^d' 
miflion of the principle, that a reform in the reprsenta- 
TioN demanded the fcrious attcntioa.of- the X'Cgi^ti^c* 



X i9S > 

thi the fourtccnlli of January, the fcrvanw of the crown anl 
the commons at large, confented that that gfand defidera« 
turn ihould be inveftigatcd in a committee of the whole 
houfe, on the lith of the foHowiiig month. As it is feldom 
confider^ the intcrcfl of aflemblies to abridge their own 
power, or hold out any hope of it to the people, nothing 
but popular influence* through whatever channels, or upon- 
whatever paffions it operated, could have produced this cfFcdk, 
The twelfth of February arrived. Mr. Grattan^s preparatory 
motions were loft by the queflion of adjournmenr, and the 
-fubjedt was not refumed during the fcffion. Had the king- 
dom come forward before that-dectiion, fucccfs fcemed inevr*> 
table ; but it remained fllent, bccaufe intimidated ; and at 
the very moment when a reform fcemed attainable, ft fell to 
*the ground. If the favourable rcceprion which ft met with be 
-attributed -to the violence of a party, t*a the Urd ^inftance ; 
the intimidation of the people at large was the refult of that 
-violence, inthe fecond; and the lofs of the caufe, in the 
Ihird. 

Such are the naruralconfeqBcnccs of threats without pow* 
Tr ; of advancing czrr»vagaiit lengths, when the people 
neitlier foHow nor approve ; of flighting the confiitutioo, 
•Aod treating it at a non^eniity,- ttt tlie very criUs when an ad- 
herence to its principles "h wife as well as politic, -bccaufe it 
-afibrds the heft^profpe^ of aoiofi aad fucccfs. 

The neceility of a reform, as forcibly ftatcd by Mr. 
•Orattan, deferves to be recor<ied. He afTerted, and no malv 
'denied, that of the three hundred members of which our 
reprefentatrve houfc coftfifb; two handred are'retarned by 
fndtvidttals, inflead of bodies of cleiiitors. From forty ta 
fifty are returned by ten pcffons. Of the three, hundred^ 
the counties, counties of cities andtofrns, and uoiverfity» 
return eigbty>four, leaving two -huodred and fiztecn for the 
boroughs and.manors» Several of thofe boroughs have no 
rcfident elc<Stor at all, Tome of them but one ; and on the 
whole, two thirjis of the reprefentatives arc returned by lefs 
ftimn one handred perfcms. The defence of fuch a (late of 
things, K}n the 4>lea Qi-AVTtqvirr^ -he deemed abfuMl. So far 



Tfom ttt being -deriTcd from antient timet, from tlie datonii 
the age of the Confeflbri dt after the Englifii interccmr£( 
wtth Ireland) at the time of King John, or the reign ot 
Edward i James the Fir(t ! was the King who made forty bo- 
roughs to return eighty members. In 1613, the numbers 
returned to parliament were two hundred and thirty-two. 
Since that time fizty-cight members have heed added', all 
by the hoofe of stua&t ; one by Anne, four by James the 
Second, moft of the remainder by Chatles the Firft, with a 
view to rcligiovs diftindlions, and by Charies the Seccmd, 
with a view to perfonal favour. The form of the conftitn- 
tion was twelve couNTin, eftabliflied in the reign of King 
John . Henry the Eighth added one ; Mary two ; and l£)iza- 
bcth feventeen* Since that zra the counties have received 
no additions whatever; though between the year 1 613 and 
the prefeat, the borough intereft has received an addition 
of fixty-cight members, which is more than the whole 
of the coonty reprefcntaftion. He eftimated the property of 
each of the one hundred individuals, or contVituents, who 
return two hundred members, at four thoufand pounds pef 
annum, on ah average \ of courfe all the propetty they re- 
prefented did not exceed 400^ood.-»though, fays hei they 
vote through then: teprefcmatives, near two millions ia 
taxes. In other words, there are two thirds of the 
houfe, voting near two millions of money every year, and 
not reprcfenting- "half a million. In this forcible point of- 
view he placed our prefent eftabliihment with refpe^ to the 
rcprefentation of property. His other arguments Were 
equally uoanfwerable. 

In England for many years. Officers of the Revenue have 
been difquatified from vtiitig at eletSUons. The acceptance of 
any office created before 1705 vacates the feat of the memberi 
and fends him back to hi« conftittientv for re-ele<%ioo or 
otherwife. The acceptance x)f an office created there Jiact 
X705, vacd^tes the feat and renders the poiTcflbr totally in* 
eligible^ 

Plack and vaNsioK bill — Iti Ireland ,* by an a^ of laft 
feffions (33d year of his preCcnt Majclly; no erfon cat 



hetmhtr W c1<e(^bed « member of parfiamem, trko ik&)\ koM 
li naw place of profit, created after that ad^, nor any one 
^ho holdi a peniloa foir yctfrs, or ^Ittring plcafure, or whofc 
wife Taa^ll kold one. Neither can fvirvcyors general, nor coU 
le<iftofs of reveoite, nvhether iuAonss or excife, (except iii 
I>ublin) nor Secretaries to tiie coanmiifioners of cuftpms an4 
excife, to the comniiffioners of aecounts, to the commiifia^ 
viers of barracks, to the poft office, or to the lH>ard of ord^ 
nanqe ; nor paymaller of com bonnties «oafl ways, be here^ . 
itftcr menibers. Every office revived after five years difufe, 
or where more than one Imndrcd pounds a year is added to 
the falary ;— or where ntre hundred poundM a year fliall be 
irfanted to any office to which no falary is now annexed,-^ 
Ihall be deem^ a new office, and conreqiiently difqualify 
the pcrfon who holds it from fitting. If a member of parlia*> 
'inent after 31ft December 1793, accepts an ofiice of proUt, 
h€ vacates his feat 5 but is capable of rc-ck:diion'. The nura»« 
t»er of comrailSoflers for the'cxecution of any oiTice, is limit- 
ed to what was oilial at or before the firfl day of the prcfent 
parliament. 'Officers in the Army, Militia and Kavy, may 
1)6 clcdled ifis heretofore, aifo perftms having or -accepting an 
office for life or during good behaviour. And -an oath in fu- 
ture is to be taken by cVcry member, thai he does not hold 

in hfs own name, or in the name of any perfon in trufi for 
'liim, any pension, for years or during his MajeAy's pleafure, 

or any office or pxa-ce which is rendered by the atSb of 

parliament hicompatible with his boldii^ a feat lathe houfe 

•of commofu. 

Tho' thefc prbvifions fall fhort o? w?itt xre fiiouW require, 
tio one can deny that tbey are valuable acceffions. They de- 
prive the prefcntand fvrure govcrnmeiits of a power which 
they formerly c^crciicd, of treating new places to (Irenglhcn 
their interctl in parliamont:; (fee notc^) at the fame time 

t 

* The reader will perceive the value of this reftri<Slion, 
■when he rccollcdls that from 1769 to 1789, forty new 
^tM-liamentaryf laces had arifen, fourteen of which iMbdbeen * 



that they present peniionen for yean nr dottog pleafiifC 
from ever hereafter becoming membe'rs, (fee note f ) aonl 
they cut ofF a train of Surveyors General, Colkdors of the 
Revemie (of Excife and Guftoms) ConunrflSoners of Ag» 
counts, &c. feveral of whom now vote in the houfe. And 
any memher accepting An office of profit (iinlcft he holds it 
for life or during good behaviour) vacates liis feat, but is 
not difqualificd from being again returned if his conQitucnts 
deem him eligible, {fee note §) 

In the fame f«iTion, was palTed that admirable bill which 
had fhortly before been introduced by Mr. Fox into the Bri« 
tifli Houfe' of Commons, where it is alfo law, declaring the 
right of Juriex, in the cafe of Kbcls. It enables them ** to 



created in the courfe of fix months of the latter year. In 
that year, on fome great popular qudflion, the miniftef 
mudered a majority of one hundred and Xorcy-four— one 
hundred and four of which were placemen and penfionerst 
Who, considering thefe things, can wiih a fa£e confcicoce 
fay a reform is unneceifiiry i 

f In five years prior to 1790, penfions were granted to 
eleven -members of parliament, to the wives of others, and 
to four or five peers of the reahn; 

§ In England, with refpCiSi to ELEeTf on, revenue officers 
cannot vote fur members in parliament, by which means 
n great number of trained veterans in the fale of public 
trufts, arc cut oiF from the ele<Slive body ^^ — an improvement 
which ought to be made in our own country, and which its 
patriots fliould ftrcnuoufly infift on.— The Britifh bill for 
difqualifying revenue officers was introduced in the ycat 
1770, but fcouted. It was revived by a Mr. Crewe, from 
whence it has been called Crewe's bill ; and iifter it bad 
been repeatedly prefented and as often difmifled, it paficd 
iboth houfes of parliament in 1 782, and received the Rc^al 
iaiicliosi when Charles fox «aiBe<iato admiaiAratioa. 
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gt^e verdi«5k on iht whole matter in iiluc ;** of courfe render* 
them judges both of lawaod (suSL The reader will rccollcdt 
ihe (IreRuout oppofition given to this principle by Lord 
MansBeUl, and Lord CHmden's long aiid coiiiiflent fupport of 
it; and he will perceive in its fuccefti^ what hopes may be en- 
tertained of a<ay mcafure founded oa rcafon, and purfued 
•vith ardour. ^ 

In fame fefllon, we had an adt for grantiaga cfvil lid'efta* 
bliflinient in lieu of the hereditary revenue, wluch formerly 
arofe from certain duties and taxes. The penliuns paid out 
of that liOl amounted in Z789 to the enormous fum of 
xo8,z8ol. In order to reduce it to 8o,oool. (the fura former- 
ly propofed by the patriots and reje<£led) the atEb declares 
that from the twenty-fifth March, 1794, tlic penfions grant- 
ed in any one year flialt notexcei^ i,2;ooi. until the lift be 
thereby reduced to 8o,oool. And after it is fo reduced, no 
pendon can be granted for the ufe of any one perfon, of a 
fum exceeding i,zool. except to the Royal Family, or on an 
'addrcfs of either houfe of paHiament. Secret fcryice mo- 
licy is limited to 5,000!. except for preventing or dcteAing 
confpiracies ; and concordatum limited (o the iame fum, or 
thirty pounds a year to any one peribo*. 

In the/amc feffion, an a(5l.pai!ed 10 encourage the tmpr^vemeni 
§f barren laud, fuch as barren heath and wafteground. Land» 
of this defcription, which ha.ve paid 140 tythes, and which 
hereafter iliall be improved and cotyverted into arable gruund 
or meadow, are henceforth for fcven years next after the 
time of imj)roving the fame, to be exempted from the pay- 
ment of tythes. Such was- the dread of touching, or in any 
manner intericring with whatever concerned the churcli^ 
that an-outcry wa» formerly raifcd againft every idea of ex^ 
cmpting from tythe (when they fliould be rendered of any 
value) lands which did not even pay it formerly. 

• 

In the fame feffion, the a«5t for the relief of his Majcfly'* 
Roman Catholic iubje^fls of Ireland, carries internal cvi- 
dcDce that the voice of the yeople, or of a majority of them, 
cannot long be raifed in vain, though oppofcd by mcit 
the highcil la u^e . aiid ia power.. Ronzai^ CatiioDcs are 
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redortd to the tkdUrc frsmcbioe ; but thty are reqniK^ pre^ 
TiouOy to eledlion to have taken in the Fo«f Courts, or ai 
the Quarter Sci&Qos, an oath of allegiance, (pafied in the 
thirteenth and fourteenth year of the prefent reiga) and 
roade a declaration upon oath \rith regard to certain points 
of faith connedlcd with morals ; JTiich as deteftmg the prin- 
ciple of its being lawful to murder, dcftroy, or injure any 
perfon under pretence of being a heretic ; doing any thing 
that is wrong, for the good of the church, or in obedience 
to any eccleiiaftical power whatever ; declaring that it is not 
SMI article of the catholic faith that the Pope is infallible ; and 
that he who makes the declaration docs not believe that at 
the will of a Pope (ins can be forgiven ; and that he win 
defend the arrangement of property in this country as efta- 
bliflicd by the laws now in being ; and he abjures any inteo- 
lion to fubvert the prefent church eftablifhment. They are 
not allowed to vote at parifli veftries, nor to carry arms, iln- 
Jefs feized of a freehold eftate of lool. a year, or poifeiTed of 
a perfonal eftate of ipod. or upwards; nor unlefs pofTef* 
fiog a freehold eftate of lol. yearly value and lefs than lOoL' 
or a perfonal eft ate of 30oh and lefs than icool. having ta- 
ken the oath of allegiance, and made affidavit in open court 
of the po^Tefllon of the property mentioned. They may hold 
civil and military offices, or places of truA under the King,, 
his heirs and fuccefTurs ; and teay take degrees or pr6fefibr<^ 
Ihips,- or be fellows of any College to be hereafter founded^ 
provided fuch CoHcge be a Member of the Univerfity of 
Dublin, and not founded exclufively for the education of 
Roman Catholics, &c. &c. They are not to fit in Parlia* 
ment, nor to hold any office therein, nor any of the great 
offices in the State, fuch as Lord Lieutenant, Lord Chancel- 
lor, Judge, &c. &c. nor Poftmafter General, MaOer and 
Lieutenant of the Ordnance, Commander in Chief of the 
Forces, Generals on the StaiF, and Sheriffs and Sub-Sherififs^ 
&c. &c. Popifli Pricfts muft not celebrate marriage between 
Proteftant and Protcftant, nor between a Proteftant and a 
Papift, under forfeiture of jool. From ift Jiuie 1793, Oaths 
of allegiance and abjuration only ncceflaiy in taking degree* 
in Trinity College* 
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• BfLts o€ a Tery difiereot complexk>ii mttft:ne\r h^ sikentio»- 
td) as the produ<Stipir of tjbc Same ie(&on» 

Amojk} the firdof theP: h the a(S): *' to prevent the eleo 
tion or appointment of vnlawiuLaflemblieai under pretence 
of preparing or prcfeqting public petitions, or other addref- 
fes to his Majefty or the parliaxneat." ** It cnadls that alt 
a^emblies, committees^ or other bodies of perfons elc<^ed, or 
in any other manner conflituted or appointed to reppefent, or 
aiTuraing or exerciilng a right or authority to reprefent the 
people of tlu's realm, or any number or defcription of thdt 
people of the fame, or the people o£ any province, countyi^ 
city, town, or other diflric^ within the fame, under pretence 
of petitioning for or in any other manner procuring an alte- 
ration of matters eftabliihed by law m Church or State, (fave 
and fxcept the knights, citizens, and burgcifes eledted ui 
icrve in the parliament thereof^and ercept the.houfes o£ 
convocation duly fummoned b-y the KingV wtii) able vnm 
{.AWFUL. ASSEMBLIES," and that it is " lawful for any May* 
or, Sherifij Juflice of the Peace, or other Peace officer, and 
they ari hereby refpc«SVively authorized and required within 
his and their refpe^ve jurifdi<5lions to difperfe all fuch un* 
lawful a^cmblics, and if reiiAed to enter into the fame, an4 
to apprehend all perfons offending in that behalf." Pcrfona 
giving or publishing notice of the election of fuch reprcfenta* 
ttves, or attending, voting, or a^ing therein, by any means, 
are declared on cunyidkion guilty of a high njifdemeanor. It 
provides that it fliaJl not lifFedk e!e<5iions made of bodies cor-i 
porate ; nor be conf^rued ** in any manner to prevent or im- 
pede the undoubted right of his Majefty's fubjei5l» of thii 
realm to petition his Majefty, or both houfes, or either 
houfe of parliament for redrefs of any public grievance." 

The objedlions to this law are fo many and fo obvious, it 
18 conceived in it fpirit fo contrary t&the late pra(5lice of both 
kingdoms and the prefent one in Great Britain, and ib impo- 
litic in itfelf, that no doubt can be entertained but the fenfe 
of the nation will from feUion to fefllon urge and tSc&L ita 
repeal. 
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•Has It not been obfcrved that delegated or felcd^ bodies, 
Uketk. out of greater ones, are always more moderate add 
Ibmetimet more wife than their prioqpals ? When an im- 
menfe concourfe alTembled, might be ready to run into excef- 
fes leading to Revolution itfelf, a delegated aflembly -would 
temper popolar fury, for it would conlHl of perfons intereftcd 
in the public peace, as men of character, fortune, and edu- 
cation. The only other remarks that fliall here be made on 
fhis law are— That k was not diifbatcd by tho^genius of the 
conflitution, becaufe every avenue to the throne ihould he 
free as the air we breathe; a right guHtanteed to us sime* 
immemorial-— Thofe grievances which are fufl^red to vent 
themfelves in unreftrained complaints, and in fuch form» at 
the fubjedt prefers, feldom produce infurredHt>B or difbrder ; 
while tbofc which are for a tkne peut up within the pubiie 
brcai% burft out fn a<S^s of rafk but irrefiftible violeDcc. 

. The Gua-powder bill partakes of the fpirit of the fonaer, 
but as it is hn force only till the ifk of January 17^ it is pre* 
fumed it will not be revived. It qrdains, under feverc penal* 
ties on the invporcer and ma(Ur of the vcflel, that no peifon 
iball import ordnance, guns, piAols, gun^Iocks^ fwords^, hs<y' 
onets, pikes, fpears, balls, gunpowder, or military, accou- 
trements, t^thout a licence from the Clvief Governor of the 
kingdom or his Secretary, or the commi0ioncrs of the reve- 
nue, or any two of them, or the Mafler General, or Lieute- 
nant General, or Board oi hi« Majcfty's Ordn;ince. Neither 
cannon, arms, gun-locks, balls, or gun-powder can be re- 
moved from one part of the kingdom to another, without 
iimiiar licence, or one from any two of the commii^ oners of 
the revenue : any ofiBcer of the revenue, any Juflice of the 
peace, or peace officer, muy fearch for and feize all fuch 
cannon, arms, gun-powder,, &:c. removed without fuch li- 
cenfe, provided always that thcfe rcAri<5tions fhall not extend 
to prevent any pcifon from carrying arms for t.hc defence of hit 
perfon, or for fporting, as by law he might before this a<^» 
No perfon is allowed to keep more than four pounds of pow- 
4er>nor to keep in his polFciHan any cannon or oilier ordnance, 
without licence of the Lord Lieutenant, or his fc-cretajiy, «r 
any two of the Commiifioners of the rcveauc^ and any juf- 
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ttce of peatfc may feize, or by his warrant caufe fuch to.b« 
(cized, as are kept vkhcAit faid licence. 

No pcrfon can keep for, or cxpofe to falc any cannon ot 
other ordnance, ^ns, bayonets, or gun-powdtfr, Ice. with- 
out a liccnfc from any two of the Commiflioncrs of the reve- 
nue, or the Colle<ftor of the diftridl. Juflices are impowcred 
to enter and fcarch, (or to grant warrants fo to do) any 
)40ufe, fliop, place, &.c» where he furpe<Sls thac fuch arms, 
gun pother, 3cc. may be depofited without licenfe. 



Wirosi^Ea takes a general retrofpet^ of the hiftorical deduc* 
tion, eontaitied in tl^iis and the preceding number, perceives 
that the fpirit of both the -commons and the people* has 
greatly eacreafcd. Without fuifering himfetf to be depre^cd 
by temporary infringements of his rights, he may find folid 
ground for perseverance, as constanct in the .purfuit of 
rational meafures, muft ultimatety be omnipotent*— >A mais 
bf evidence proves that the prufpcrity, power, and influence 
of Ireland, are in a ftate of progreffive improvement. That 
they have not during the lad eleven years, advitnccd with 
tardy ftep, Will be apparent, when we recollecSt liow fliort a 
period has elapfed jioce we had any conftitution to treat of; 
fincc even ^e Proteftant body could be roufed from a ftate 
of torpor, to coniider the natural claims of the nation. Let 
us religiouily keep within th^ pale of the conflitution, and 
carry along with us the houefty, (pirit, and intelligence of 
the country, both in and out of parliament. All thefe we 
had, in the memorable year eighty-two. Then, the virtue 
of the kingdom in whatever rank it could be found, was 
wifely cblleifted in a poinit, and rofe fuperior to controu^ 
Thefe we were in pofTefTion of till lately, and If we "have loft 
them for a feafon, it behoves us to feek for their reftoration, 
as well as in future carefully to avoid whatever led to the 
cftea. 

It was remarked by Mr. Ftoob, with his ufual acumen, 
that it is our national bharatflcr to b« prempt in entering on 
^neat enterprizes; but «alily diverted from our object, aad 
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tMtitUte of tliAt (kii^y patience ta ike chace, liridunit v/hUk ' ;^ 
St is difficult to acquire any thiog. He obferved that in thefe 
rcfpedis we were outdone by our ^aglifh nei^bours, who 
feldom relinquifli meafures which they have once takeD up 
\rith fpirit. His obfervatioa -deferves the attention at 
tridimen. 

Wk ifhall take tetVe of oUr fabj«6t, Ip the clafUcallaft'^ 
^age of JUNIUS ; to whofe exalted ntind, anrcnenition of the 
conftttution appeared to be 'perfeAIy confident with the 
pureft principles of freedom. 
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** No man" (Cstys that elegant and nei'vous writer) la* 
■mcnts more fincerely than 1 do, the unhappy diflPeretices 
" which have arifen ateiong the fHends of the* people, and 
*• divided them fro'in eath Other. Hie ciufe undoubt^tHy 
*• fuffcrs, as well by the dimiAutron rif that llrcngth, which 
union carries with it, as by the feparatc iofs of perfonal 
reputation, which* every mahfuftatns, when his charadlef 
** and his condu^ are frequently held forth iti odious or cpn* 
•* teraptible colours. Thefe" diferehces arc only advantage- 
ous to the commdn enemy of the country.— It is time for 
thofc who really mean the Mtt/f «nd tbtc pfopte^ who have 
" no view to private advantage, and tvho have virfjc 
•* enough to prefer the gChcral good of the community^^-it ri 
** time for fuoh men to interfcre;«^What remains to be done 
'* cortcerns the colled^ive body of the people. They arc 
•* now to determine for themfdves, wheflier they v^ill firmly 
** and cohflitutionally aflert their rights dr iuake an humble 
** flaviHi furrehdcr of them. We owe it to our anceflors to 
** prefcrve entire thoferjghts, which they have delivered to 
** our care 5 we owe 'h to our poftcrity, fiot to fu^r oiff 
*** deareft inheritance to 1)6 deftroyed.** 






t 1 N i s. 



/ 






